
Case study approach
This case study was conducted for Wiley by the Institute for Assessment and 
Evaluation to examine the efficacy of WileyPLUS among faculty and students in 
an Anatomy & Physiology course. 

The study was informed via interviews with two instructors and one student  
currently using the WileyPLUS resources. 

Setting
Anatomy & Physiology is a two-semester course taken mainly by students  
seeking admission into a health program. Two of the 15 sections use WileyPLUS; 
the remaining 13 course sections use the same textbook but not the WileyPLUS 
materials. The courses are taught in a traditional format, including two lectures 
and one lab per week. 

The two instructors interviewed teach three classes among 200 to 300 students.

Resources used
The instructors interviewed have been using WileyPLUS materials and the text 
Anatomy and Physiology: From Science to Life, 2nd Edition by Jenkins, Kemnitz, 
and Tortora for two to three years. 

Both instructors allow students to choose the print or e-text version of the book. 
One instructor creates his own WileyPLUS assignments and administers them via 
the system. Students are encouraged, but not required, to use the Read, Study 
& Practice activities. Instructors also use the WileyPLUS test bank to create 
exams, and one uses the personal grade book, primarily for assignments. 

The student interviewed uses the print version of the text. She is aware of  
available WileyPLUS resources including the personal grade book, 
announcements, rubrics and printouts, and she uses the Read, Study & Practice 
and animation features. 
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Decision process for choosing  
course resources
A committee of full-time Anatomy and Physiology faculty selected the 
textbook based on their familiarity with the WileyPLUS system. No other 
textbooks were considered. 

Evaluation of WileyPLUS
Instructors
As reported by one instructor, having the WileyPLUS resources frees up class time, 
as quizzes and exams are no longer given in class, resulting in additional time 
available for instruction.

The WileyPLUS test bank, PowerPoint presentations, animations and the Read, 
Study & Practice activities are the most valuable WileyPLUS resources. One 
instructor feels that the wealth of WileyPLUS resources is useful, but given the 
volume of material available, he must prioritize features to use effectively within 
the semester time frame. The other has had insufficient time to fully experience all 
the system features. Wiley technical support was helpful initially for instructors and 
students in becoming familiar with the platform.

Both instructors would consider using WileyPLUS if it were to become available for 
other courses they teach. One noted that his younger students appear to engage 
more with WileyPLUS than the older ones.

Student
The student also communicated a positive attitude regarding the WileyPLUS 
materials, preferring it to the school’s Blackboard course management tool. A  
particular benefit is the organization of the materials, as everything is in one place 
and accessible to students at their convenience. Given the choice in a future 
course if offered, she would opt to register for a section that uses WileyPLUS. 

The student indicated that she used all WileyPLUS resources, and that she likely 
would have used them more frequently had she been getting lower grades in  
the course.

She attributes use of WileyPLUS materials to improvement in her course grades.

Summary: Conclusions
 1.  Instructors are satisfied with WileyPLUS, find it a useful resource and would recommend it to their 

colleagues.

2.  Student perceptions of the WileyPLUS materials were very positive; the student prefers classes 
using WileyPLUS and feels that it helped improve her course grades. 

3.  Instructors did not describe any particular change in student performance  
as a result of the implementation of the WileyPLUS materials. Younger students 
appear to engage more with WileyPLUS and may derive more benefit than 
older students.


