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unit  1
Language evoLution

the Big question
How and why does language evolve?

Key learnings
 ● Language evolves over time.

 ● Technological change alters language.

 ● Other languages have influenced the English language.

Key knowledge, understanding and skills 
Students will:

 ● examine a text from an earlier era

 ● write explanatory text using similes and analogies

 ● examine words derived from other languages

 ● experiment with subjective and objective writing.
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2 English is … Year 8

Language on the move . . .

@

‘We don’t just borrow words; on 
occasion, English has pursued 
other languages down alleyways 
to beat them unconscious and 
rifle their pockets for new 
vocabulary.’

— James D. Nicoll, science 
fiction writer

‘What a surly devil that is,’ said 
Eric, when he had passed; ‘did 
you see how he purposely cut 
me?’
‘A surly  .  .  .? Oh Eric, that’s the 
first time I ever heard you swear.’

— From Eric, or Little by  
Little, Frederic Farra

Whan that Aprill with his 
shoures soote
The droghte of March hath 
perced to the roote,
And bathed every veyne in swich 
licour
Of which vertu engendred is the 
flour  .  .  .
Thanne longen folk to goon on 
pilgrimages.

— Geoffrey Chaucer, from The 
Canterbury Tales, late  
fourteenth century

‘You, minion, are too saucy.’
— from The Two Gentlemen of 
Verona, William Shakespeare
‘I say, old chap, that’s just not 
cricket.’
— 1920s standard British phrase
‘OMG, you are, like, so  
not cool.’
— Modern insult

Satay

Wombat

Pizza
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What do we mean when we say that language evolves?
Language never stays still. English, for example, started as an unimportant language 
on the island of Britain about 1500 years ago, but is now spoken and understood by as 
many as one billion people across the globe.

The English language is constantly evolving or changing. We borrow bits of 
other languages, we add and transform words, and we lose or forget others. new 
expressions are invented almost every day. if you’ve ever told your mum to ‘chillax 
because you’re having a doona day’, then you’ve used two neologisms — which 
simply means a new word or phrase. if you have ever spoken about buying a souvenir 
(French) or trying to remain anonymous (Greek), then you’ve been using words from 
two other languages. These words have been in the English language for so long that 
we do not realise they were originally from other languages.

But it is not just the influence of other cultures that causes language to evolve. The 
passage of time alters society and the way people use words. Think of the word cool — 
100 years ago, it simply meant ‘not warm’ or ‘calm’. Although the word remains the 
same, it now has an additional meaning of ‘attractive, excellent, okay’.

Likewise, over the centuries humans have come up with millions of new objects, 
ideas, processes and habits that never existed before. All these things need to be 
named and described, so new words appear, like internet. it is thought that there are at 
least half a million words in the English language  .  .  .  but it won’t stay still long enough 
for anyone to count.

Tuning in
1 Think and say why:

a Two of the images in the collage opposite show foods. name some of your 
favourite foods. Which ones have names that you think are English? Explain why.

b Do you recognise the Chaucer extract on the opposite page as English? Why or 
why not? With a partner, make two lists: one of words you recognise and one of 
words you have never met before. Make a ‘best guess’ as to what the words in your 
second list might mean.

c in the quote from Eric, or Little by Little, which word do you think is the swear 
word? What do you think Eric and his friend would think of modern teenage 
language? Explain why they might be shocked.

2 Find out: Did you know these facts about the following words?
 ● The word satay came to us from Malay.
 ● Wombat is from an Aboriginal language, Dharug.
 ● Pizza is an italian word that comes from Latin.
 ● Tsunami is a Japanese word, with tsu meaning ‘harbour’ and nami meaning  

‘wave’.
 ● Cyber is now used as a prefix for anything associated with computers. it was 

probably first used in this way by William Gibson in his novel Neuromancer.
 ● Manga is the Japanese word for comics, and was first used by a famous Japanese 

artist, Hokusai, in the nineteenth century.
in pairs, find out what you can about four words from the following list: avatar, 

kebab, hummus, risotto, croissant, filo, dessert or barbecue, using dictionaries and 
the Etymology dictionary weblink in your eBookPLUS. Share your findings with 
the class.

3 Write a paragraph explaining whether you think language changes are a good or a 
bad thing.

Language link
Loan words
When one language takes 
in words from a different 
language, we call these 
‘borrowings’ or ‘loan words’. 
English took on Latin words 
when Christian missionaries 
came to Britian in the third 
century — words such as 
calendar, plant and school. 
From the ninth century CE, the 
Vikings brought words such 
as dirt, leg, sky and window. 
in 1066, the norman French 
invaded Britain, leaving 
behind several thousand 
French words in English.

in a dictionary, information 
about the origins of a word 
(its etymology) comes at 
the end of the entry. For the 
word plant, the Macquarie 
Dictionary shows this:

[ME and OE plante, from L: 
sprout, slip, graft].

ME means Middle English, 
OE means Old English and L 
means Latin. A list of these 
abbreviations appears at the 
front of a dictionary.

Create a list of loan words as 
you work through the unit.

need to Know
neologism a newly coined 
word or expression

eLesson:
The English is .  .  . team 
explores how and why 
language evolves.

Searchlight iD: eles-1583
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4 English is … Year 8

1.1  Reading Language fRom anotHeR eRa
How do I observe language change?
it’s sometimes difficult for us to see how language is evolving unless we step back 
in time and observe the language of a much earlier period. We might not have time 
machines to do this, but we do have old texts that give us a glimpse of how people 
spoke and wrote long ago. Even in texts that are 100 years old, we can notice that 
people spoke and thought differently.

if you had been a 14- or 15-year-old boy or girl in the 1890s in Australia, it is likely 
that you would have read either the Boy’s Own Paper or the Girl’s Own Paper. Published 
in Britain, these magazines were extremely popular with young people in English-
speaking countries. They contained adventure stories, puzzles and tales of the 
adventures of boarding-school students. For boys, there were articles on topics such as 
how to train a dog or make a camera. Reflecting the values of the time, the magazines 
expressed pride in the British Empire and were often openly racist. The publication 
Boy’s Own Paper encouraged boys to be fit, healthy and clean-living.

The following extract is taken from a longer story that appeared in the Boy’s Own 
Paper in 1894. As with many of the Boy’s Own stories, it centres on the exploits of boys 
who attend an expensive boarding school. in the extract, four boys from the same 
school are on holiday.

Before you read the extract, your teacher may ask you to complete the following 
Ready to Read activities.

LiteRatuRe link
Historical context
The British Empire was 
made up of a large number 
of colonies that were 
ruled by today’s United 
Kingdom. The empire 
began in the sixteenth 
century and reached its 
peak in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 
Countries in the empire 
included Australia, Canada, 
parts of America, india and 
South Africa. At its peak, 
people said that ‘the sun 
never sets on the British 
Empire’.

Research the meaning of 
the expression, ‘The sun 
never sets on the British 
Empire’.

ReadY to Read …

 ● Read the first eight paragraphs of text, 
stopping at ‘catch him as he fell’ (line 26). 
Decide whether you think it is a 1, 2 or 3 
difficulty level (where 1 is easy and 3 is 
difficult). Does it, for example, contain (a) 
many unfamiliar words (b) easy words but 
long sentences or (c) ‘old-fashioned’ words 
that interfere with understanding? Choose a 
paragraph that illustrates how you have rated 
the reading ease of this text and read it aloud 
to a partner. Together, try to work out why it 
deserves this rating.

 ● List all the unfamiliar words in your chosen 
passage and find out their meanings.

 ● Look at the illustrations. What do these tell you 
about this text?

 ● is this a fiction text or a factual text? How do 
you know? Use the Boys Own 

Paper weblink in your 
eBookPLUS to read 
original copies online.
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1.1  Reading Language fRom anotHeR eRa
from Captives of the Ocean; a story of the Canary Islands 
by David Ker
.  .  .  Breakfast over, the party broke up into groups, sauntering through 
the garden or strolling along the charming little valley beyond it, while 
the four schoolboys, with characteristic energy, set off at once to climb 
the ridge that rose steeply above them  .  .  .  and by the time they reached 
the summit they were all as hot and thirsty as camels in the desert.

‘I’d give anything for a drink now,’ cried O’Neill; ‘but in this jolly 
old country all the brooks seem to have gone out of town and left no 
address  .  .  .’

‘If you want water,’ said Hammersley, ‘there’s some down there in the 
hollow; I saw it glitter just this minute.’

‘Hurrah!’ shouted Norman, ‘we’ll have a race to it then! Here goes for 
first in!’

And away went all four like a whirlwind.
Edwards and McLaren, the heaviest of the four, were gradually 

left behind by Hammersley and O’Neill, who — being both splendid 
runners, and in first-rate training — kept almost shoulder to shoulder 
till within a few paces of the water, when Cuthbert suddenly tripped 
over a stone, and went sprawling on his nose, while Norman, darting 
forward with a shout of triumph, reached the spring, and bent down on 
his knees to drink.

‘Don’t drink the spring dry, there’s a good fellow!’ cried Hammersley, 
picking himself up, ‘for I want to have a sip myself !’

But ere he could do so, he saw Norman (who was just rising to his 
feet again) turn deadly pale, put his hand quickly to his side, and fall 
backward so suddenly that Cuthbert had barely time to spring forward 
and catch him as he fell.

‘What’s wrong?’ panted Edwards, coming up; ‘is it a fit?’
‘Worse than that, I’m afraid,’ replied Hammersley, looking anxiously 

at the sufferer’s distorted features; ‘that spring must be poisoned !’
The terrible word seemed fairly to paralyse Edwards, who stared at 

him in silent dismay, but just then the imperturbable Sandy struck in as 
coolly as ever:

‘Maister Cuthbert, I hear a cairt yonder. Lay the puir laddie doon on 
his face, to gie him a chance to vomit up the poison; and I’ll rin and stop 
the cairt, and we’ll tak’ him hame in’t.’

Off he ran, while Hammersley hastened to obey his instruction. He 
had no sooner done so, when O’Neill was attacked by a violent spasm 
of nausea, which was just passing off when Sandy returned with a small 
native cart into which they lifted the helpless lad  .  .  .

The arrival of this dismal procession spread universal dismay among 
the merry-makers, which was increased tenfold when their Spanish host 
said with a very grave face:

‘Had I known they were going in that direction, I should have warned 
them against that spring; it is strongly impregnated with arsenic!’

For some days [O’Neill] was extremely ill, and his danger brought out 
in her true colours the worthy Lady Collops  .  .  .  she bestirred herself to
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Even though this story is over 
100 years old, it is like modern 
short stories and novels in 
the way it mixes descriptive 
text with dialogue. Dialogue 
appears in quotation marks and 
we are told who spoke, as in 
cried O’Neill — called ‘dialogue 
attribution’ or ‘dialogue tags’. 
(1–8)

A feature of British boarding 
schools was that all boys were 
called by their surnames. in this 
story, both surnames and first 
names are used. (6)

brooks: creeks, streams (7)

Hurrah: Hurray or Yay (11)

norman: the first name of 
O’neill (11)

ere: Old English preposition 
meaning ‘before’ (23)

Today, we would put a full 
stop where the semicolon is in 
this line of dialogue and use a 
capital letter for is. (27)

The character is Scottish, and 
the writer imitates his Scottish 
accent. Maister means Master 
or Mr. (33)

a cairt yonder: a cart over there 
(33)

the puir laddie doon: the poor 
boy down (33)

gie: give (34)

rin: run (34)

tak: take (35)

hame: home (35)
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get him whatever he required, administered his medicines with her own 
hand, and even watched beside him during the whole of one night.

‘I’ll tell you what, Lady Collops — you’re a brick!’ cried Edwards, 
when he came in one morning and found her still at her post, haggard 
and heavy-eyed, but as watchful as ever; ‘and you’re welcome to punch 
my head if ever I laugh at you again.’

.  .  .  A few days after the arsenic-spring tragedy — the hotel doctor 
having declared that O’Neill, though still confined to bed, was now quite 
out of danger — his three comrades started on a tramp in the direction 
of Tamaraceite, and were about halfway to it when they met two rough-
looking fellows who were dragging along a poor, old, lame horse, 
and urging it on with merciless blows — always a frequent spectacle, 
unhappily, in any of the Canary Isles.

Hammersley’s English blood at once took fire at the sight of this 
cowardly cruelty, and he ran forward, shouting to the two bullies 
to let the horse alone. But the nearest ruffian, naturally indignant at 
this unwarrantable interference with his sacred right of tormenting 
everything weaker than himself, answered with a few growling words 
of coarse abuse and another sweeping lash at the miserable beast, and, 
either by accident or design, the end of the thong came rather sharply 
across Cuthbert’s shoulder!

But Pépé never made a worse investment of his whipcord. In a moment 
he felt a shock as if some one had hurled a paving stone full in his face, 
making a thousand sparks dance before his eyes  .  .  .

The other man flew savagely at Cuthbert, but was instantly attacked in 
his turn by McLaren and Edwards, who had just come up; and in a trice, 
the whole five were at it ‘hammer and tongs’.

For a minute or two, the struggle was pretty equal, the greater strength 
and weight of the Spaniards being almost balanced by the wonderful 
agility and superior science of the schoolboy athletes.

The wonderful agility and superior science of the schoolboy athletes

But at length the taller ruffian, smarting under the hard blows that 
he had received, and the shame of being kept at bay by these mere 
boys, drew his knife, and struck with all his force at Hammersley, who 
bounding aside, just escaped the steel, which pierced the outstretched 
arm of his comrade, Markham Edwards.
Boy’s Own Paper, part 179, January 1894, pages 184–6

brick: good, reliable person (49)

Long, complex sentences like 
this one were fairly typical in 
stories of this period. (53–59)

An example of alliteration, in 
which two words begin with 
the same sound — in this case 
the k sound (61)

not the man’s actual name 
— a stereotypical name for a 
Spanish person (68)

nowadays we would write this 
as one word, with no space. (69)

in a trice: instantly, 
suddenly (72)

An idiom meaning ‘to fight with 
great energy’ (73)

smarting: hurting, suffering (77)

80
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Activities . . . 

undeRstanding texts from an earlier era
Getting started 
 1 in groups of four, take it in turns to read 10–15 lines each.
 2 Again in your group, list all the words that are unfamiliar. Using the annotations, 

discuss words with other students or your teacher, or consult a dictionary to find 
meanings for these expressions.

 3 Write down three words, phrases or sentences that show this is not a modern-
day text. Pick one and translate it into a modern word, phrase or sentence.

Working through
 4 Are the four schoolboy characters in their own country? What two elements of 

the story give you this information?
 5 Look at the illustration from the story on page 6.

a Can you tell who the schoolboys are and who the ‘ruffians’ are? How are you 
able to distinguish them?

b Do you think the boys are in school uniform or their own clothes? Explain.
c How many schoolboys are shown in the illustration? How many should 

actually be there?
d in the illustration, do the boys look like heroes or villains?

 6 Although there are only four boys involved in the incident, they are referred 
to by eight names: O’neill, Hammersley, Edwards, McLaren, Sandy, norman, 
Cuthbert and Markham. By a process of elimination, work out which are first 
names and which are surnames and match them up.

 7 O’neill had a ‘violent spasm of nausea’. What do you think he actually did?
 8 List the different verbs the writer uses instead of said.

Going further
 9 From the extract, choose three words that are not typical in modern language, 

and use them in a sentence.

inteRpReting and evaLuating texts from an earlier era
Getting started
10 How difficult (on a scale of 1 to 3, where 3 is most difficult) did you find the 

following aspects of the story to understand?
a The Scottish character’s language (if there were no annotations)
b The names and identities of the boys
c The general descriptive language
d What was actually happening; that is, the action

11 What do you think of the way the writer uses cried/shouted/panted as 
alternatives to said? Do you think it makes the writing more interesting or do 
you find it annoying? Explain.

Working through
12 There are several words and phrases in the text (not highlighted) that we can 

understand but that we probably would not use in a modern text for teenagers. 
Choose six of these and then write the phrases you would replace them with if 
you were rewriting the story for a modern audience. 

13 We are told that Hammersley and O’neill are ‘splendid runners’ and that the 
‘schoolboy athletes’ have ‘wonderful agility and superior science’. How would 
this have appealed to the readers of the magazine in the 1890s? Explain.

LiteRatuRe link
parody
A parody is a humorous 
piece of writing that imitates 
the style of a particular 
writer or genre. it makes use 
of exaggeration for comic 
effect. Parody is often used 
in television sketch shows, 
and is sometimes referred to 
as a send-up or spoof.

Language link
synonyms: teenagers, 
schoolboys, schoolgirls
When ‘Captives of the 
Ocean’ was written, 
teenagers did not exist. 
instead, you were a child or 
a youth. The expression in 
your teens had existed from 
the seventeenth century, 
but the noun teenager was 
not widely used until after 
World War ii.

Words such as teenager 
and youth, which have 
similar meanings, are called 
synonyms. An expression 
such as in your teens is 
synonymous with teenager.

Until 1870 in England, where 
the characters in ‘Captives 
of the Ocean’ come from, 
you were unlikely to go to 
school unless your family 
was wealthy and you were 
male. The word schoolboy 
was more common than 
schoolgirl, as girls from 
wealthy families were often 
educated at home.

in the 1870s, in England 
and Australia, governments 
brought in compulsory 
attendance at school. This 
meant there was suddenly 
a larger population of 
children who could read, 
which is why magazines 
like the Boy’s Own Paper 
and Girl’s Own Paper were 
started.

What synonyms can you 
think of for the word child?

Quest
Synonyms

Knowledge Quest 1
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14 Did you find the extract exciting or dull compared to what you might read in 
modern fiction? Why? What was exciting and what was dull?

15 Explain what aspects of the story you found the most surprising or odd.

Going further
16 The Harry Potter books are also set in a boarding school. What do they have in 

common with this story? What differences are there?

CReating in response to a historical text
Getting started
17 Write two paragraphs in which you finish off the story of  ‘Captives of the Ocean’. 

Try to maintain the behaviour of the characters and their language as they have 
been depicted in the story so far.

Working through
18 Read the following parody of a letter 

written by a girl at boarding school in 
the 1920s. Try to fill in the gaps, using 
the list of adjectives and adverbs at 
right, which are typical of the 1920s era. 
(Read the Wordsmith on adjectives and 
adverbs on page 9 before you start.)

Going further
19 After you have completed this, try writing a parody yourself. it could be in the 

form of an email sent to your parents while you are on school camp.  
imagine that you are a modern teenager writing like a young person  
around the turn of the nineteenth century. Make use of some of  
the expressions in ‘Captives of the Ocean’ and the letter above.  
Before you start, read the Wordsmith on the following page.

LiteRatuRe link
parody
A parody is a humorous 
piece of writing that imitates 
the style of a particular 
writer or genre. it makes use 
of exaggeration for comic 
effect. Parody is often used 
in television sketch shows, 
and is sometimes referred to 
as a send-up or spoof.

Is The Simpsons television 
show a parody? Explain 
your answer with 
reference to an episode, or 
episodes, you have seen.

heartily ever so

jolly mean utterly famished

wicked marvellous

vile awfully

gay beastly

Dear Mama and Papa,
Thanks ________ for the hamper of food you sent, particularly the fruit cake. 
Mildred, Edith, Bunty and I all had the most _______ feast with it on Tuesday 
night after hockey practice, and they all say you’re a brick for sending it, Mama. 
We do feel so _______ _______ after hockey and Matron is ______ ________ 
and won’t let us eat anything until tea time. Gosh, she is _________!
I say, we had a _________ time on Saturday evening. Mildred has been claiming 
she doesn’t believe that there’s a ghost in the West Tower, so we all dared her to 
go up there at midnight. Up Mildred went while we remained at the foot of the 
stairs. Meanwhile, though, we dressed Bunty up in a gauze curtain and sent her 
after Mildred, who was just calling out, ‘There’s nothing up here, chums.’ Then 
suddenly she saw Bunty. My word, Mildred nearly conked out with shock, and 
she shrieked ________ ________ loudly! She soon realised the trick, of course,
and told us we were _______ and _______, but she eventually saw the fun of
it and laughed __________ along with the rest of us. Of course, life is  
not all fun here, and rest assured that I am known as a fearful swot 
most of the time. Must go, I’ve just heard the dinner bell.
Much love,
DorothySAMPLE
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Wordsmith . . .

adjeCtives and adveRBs
An adjective is a part of speech or word class that modifies or adds information to a 
noun or pronoun. Adjectives can be classified into different types. Some of these types 
are quantity, opinion, factual, comparing, gradable and absolute.

Quantity Opinion Factual Comparing Gradable Absolute

Sample 
words

thousand charming square greater warm freezing

first splendid black heaviest big dead

twenty good hot nearest sweet unique

Words such as fantastic, vile and wicked are all opinion adjectives. These words add 
interest to your writing by adding precise detail and sometimes emotional impact.

That’s a fantastic dress!
She told us we were vile and wicked.
notice that in the second sentence, the adjectives come after the verb to be but 

they still describe the pronoun we. Unlike the first sentence, if you left them out, the 
sentence would no longer make sense. Adjectives can also be used in this way after 
linking verbs such as seem, look and feel.

Jessica seems cranky.
You look tired.
I feel fine.
An adverb is a part of speech or word class that provides extra information about a 

verb, an adjective or another adverb. Adverbs tell us where, when, how, why or to what 
extent the action of the verb happens.

Adverb Examples

Adverb of place (Where?) somewhere, away, here, nearby, there, backwards

Adverb of time (When?) yesterday, briefly, frequently, soon, rarely, later, now

Adverb of manner (How?) carefully, quietly, fast, hard, sadly

Adverb of cause or reason (Why?) consequently, thus, therefore

Adverb of degree (To what extent?) extremely, almost, completely, very, quite, really, almost

in the letter on page 8, utterly and awfully are all adverbs. They have been formed by 
adding –ly or –lly to the adjectives utter and awful.

Many adverbs end in –ly, but not all. For instance, in the letter on page 8, ever and 
so are both adverbs that are modifying the adverb loudly. Other examples are too, well 
and very.

There is a small handful of words that end in –ly but which are not adverbs. in the 
letter on page 8, beastly is actually an adjective. You can tell whether a word ending in 
–ly is an adjective or an adverb by looking at how it functions in the sentence.

For example, in the sentence ‘The elderly woman slowly crossed the street’, elderly 
is an adjective that adds information about the noun woman. Slowly is an adverb of 
manner telling how the woman crossed the street.

Be careful not to overuse adverbs. The letter on page 8 does use too many adverbs, 
especially adverbs of degree, or ‘intensifiers’. Utterly, jolly, frightfully, awfully and ever 
so are all intensifiers. if you are trying to parody the letter of a 1920s schoolgirl, these 
adverbs will come in handy, but use them sparingly in other kinds of writing.

Quest
Adjectives

Knowledge Quest 1

Quest
Adverbs

Knowledge Quest 1
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My view . . .
Do you think it is a good thing that language changes over time? Do you think 
your grandchildren might have the same reaction to the books you read today 
as you had to ‘Captives of the Ocean’? Would it be better if the English language 
stayed the same so you could understand texts written long ago? Or is it fun to 
de-code (work out the meaning of) texts from another era?

Let’s look at a short piece of descriptive text in which there are several adjectives 
and adverbs, and then see what it’s like when some are left out. in the first paragraph, 
most of the adjectives and adverbs have been highlighted. Adjectives are in green and 
adverbs are in red.

veRsion 1
When we were little kids, we used to get up on the shed roof and spy on our 
neighbours, the O’Briens. There wasn’t much going on at the O’Briens usually, but 
they did have an amazing tree-house. it was huge, like a proper two-storey timber 
house, with a sloping roof and a shady verandah with chairs on it. The ‘boys’ who 
owned it had all grown up and become accomplished car thieves, so they no longer 
played in the tree-house, but they would go there and just sit in it occasionally after 
a hard day of stealing cars. They’d relax in their chairs on that verandah, way up on 
the second storey, and just look powerful and superior, like rich hillbillies who spit 
tobacco and whittle. i can almost picture them with rifles resting on their knees, but i 
could be making that up. Even so, they were slightly scary.

veRsion 2
When we were kids, we used to get up on the roof and spy on our neighbours, the 
O’Briens. There wasn’t much going on at the O’Briens, but they did have a tree-house. 
it was like a house, with a roof and a verandah with chairs on it. The ‘boys’ who owned 
it had all grown up and become thieves, so they no longer played in the tree-house, 
but they would go there and sit in it after a day of stealing cars. They’d relax in their 
chairs on that verandah, up on the second storey, and just look like hillbillies who spit 
tobacco and whittle. i can picture them with rifles resting on their knees, but i could be 
making that up. Even so, they were scary.

oveR to You …

1 Which passage do you prefer and why?
2 Which deleted adjectives did you think were essential to the meaning of the original 

passage?
3 What altered the passage more: losing the adverbs or losing the adjectives? 

Explain.
4 Come up with alternatives, or synonyms, for the adjectives amazing, huge, proper, 

hard and powerful.
5 Write three final sentences to the passage, describing what happens when the 

narrator accidentally throws a ball onto the O’Briens’ tree-house and has to retrieve 
it. Think about the best adjectives and adverbs to use.

Interactivity:
You be the writer: 
Adjectives and adverbs

Searchlight iD: int-3042
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1.2  teCHnoLogY and Language CHange
How has technology influenced language?
Whenever human beings come up with new processes, habits, ideas or inventions, 
they must name them and find new ways of talking about them. in the nineteenth 
century, during the Industrial Revolution, there was a big increase in scientific 
vocabulary. Words such as horsepower, vaccine, typewriter, centigrade, galvanise and 
telephone were all coined in the nineteenth century.

in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, we have witnessed the Digital 
Revolution, which has had huge effects on our society, way of life and language. Most 
of the time, we do not even notice or think about the language that has developed as 
a result of the Digital Revolution — we just use it every day.

LiteRaCY link
the influence of technology on language structures and words
When people invent new technology or new 
ideas, we have to name these inventions. How 
do we go about this?

Acronyms are words formed from the initial 
letters of other words and are pronounced 
as words. An example is scuba: an acronym 
from ‘self-contained underwater breathing 
apparatus’.

Initialisms are abbreviations formed from the 
initial letters of words, but when we say them, 

we sound out each letter; for example, 
HTML and OMG. SMS technology has 
created a lot of initialisms.

Affixation is another way of forming a new 
word, by adding a prefix or suffix to an 
existing word. The word iPod is formed by 
the word pod and the prefix i, which stands 
for internet.

Make your own personal list of 
acronyms, initialisms and affixations.

The whole concept of computers and websites has created its own language, 
or jargon, as we will see in the website on the next page. This site is aimed at a 
particular group of people in society: geeks (a person whose lifestyle revolves around 
computers).

Before you view the web page, your teacher may ask you to complete the following 
Ready to Read activities.

ReadY to Read …

 ● Scan the web page on the following page. What was the first 
thing your eyes were drawn to?

 ● What is the name of the website? Was this the first thing you 
looked at?

 ● How many sections and subsections is the web page divided 
into?

 ● Approximately how many different type fonts does the website 
use?

need to Know
Industrial Revolution  
a change that took place in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, initially in Britain and 
then in western Europe and the 
United States. Manufacturing 
that had been carried out on 
a small scale became more 
mechanised due to inventions 
and changes in technology, 
mining and transportation. 
Large-scale production could 
now take place in factories.

Digital Revolution  
a change that began in 
the 1970s, when the first 
microcomputers, or personal 
computers, became available. it 
is called the Digital Revolution 
because it was brought about 
by the change from analog and 
electronic technology to digital 
technology. This change made 
possible many of the features of 
our modern life: CDs, laptops, 
mobile phones, email, the 
internet, iPods, digital cameras 
and ebooks. We are still in 
the midst of the digital era.
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This is the website 
of a commercial 
organisation. (Its URL 
ends in .com.) Therefore 
the most prominent 
thing on the page is 
not the website’s name 
but the products it is 
trying to sell. Your eyes 
are either drawn to 
‘summer sale’ at the top 
of the page or to the 
Lego ad in the centre.

RSS feeds: rich site summary 
feeds, also known as news 
feeds. When a website is 
updated, its RSS feed can let 
you know and link you to 
the new content.

joystick: This word started in 1910 as the name for the control stick in an 
aeroplane; it now means the control stick on a video game. Joystick is an 
example of a word formed by compounding: joining two whole words  
(joy + stick) into one.

Fortran: Another way that we create new words is by blending other words. 
Fortran (a programming language dating back to the 1950s) is a blend of 
formula and translating, from iBM Mathematical Formula Translating System.

Olde is another spelling of old, used humorously to make people think 
something is very old-fashioned.

OMGWTFUn: OMGWTFUn translates as Oh my god what the fun.

log in: to begin a session on a computer or 
website using a username and password. 
This verb phrase comes from the verb 
to log, meaning to make an entry in the 
official record of a ship’s voyage.

BuckyBalls: desk toy based on a scientific discovery of a 
molecule called the Buckminsterfullerene, named after 
Buckminster Fuller, who invented the geodesic dome!

portal: originally meaning just a door or gate; now a 
website that acts as an access point to information on the 
internet. Portal 2 is a puzzle-based video game.

email: The first email 
was sent in 1971 but 
the term email was not 
coined until 1982. This 
is an example of a word 
formed by affixation. 
in this case the prefix e 
stands for electronic.

FTW: internet 
abbreviation ‘for the 
win’ but meaning great, 
awesome. it is said 
to have come from a 
US game show called 
Hollywood Squares. 
On the final move 
a contestant would 
announce their move 
was For the win.

meh: not connected with 
technology, but a new 
word of the twenty-first 
century. Used when you 
don’t care, like shrugging 
your shoulders.

Single sections of this 
web page are often held 
together by colour and 
a rectangular shape. 
Sections are separated 
from each other by 
white space or by colour 
difference.

geek: a social misfit who has interests that 
are seen as unfashionable — frequently 
technology and computers. The word 
probably came from a British dialect word 
geck, meaning ‘fool’ or ‘simpleton’.

This image of a website is called a screenshot — another 
word of the digital era.
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Activities . . . 
undeRstanding the language of a website
Getting started
 1 if Thinkgeek is the name of the site, what is its subtitle or description?
 2 What does this website call a shopping cart or shopping trolley?
 3 What does this site say instead of contact us?
 4 Out of the annotated terms on the web page, were there any that you did not 

know the meaning of? List them.
 5 Did you know the older meanings of joystick, portal and log or only their modern 

meanings? if you did know the older meanings, where do you think you might 
have heard or seen them?

Working through
 6 Do you think FTW and OMGWTFUn are commonly used by young people in 

Australia or only by certain groups? Explain.
 7 FTW is an initialism. Provide some other initialisms that you use and explain 

when you use them.
 8 What kind of word is cubebot — how has it been formed? is it a blend or a 

compound? (See the annotations.)
 9 How has the name iCade been formed?
10 Find an example of another initialism on the web page.

anaLYsing and evaLuating the language of a website
Getting started
11 Do you think the definition of the word geek (in the annotations) is accurate? 

Why or why not?
12 From the products available on the website, make a list of the things that geeks 

are supposed to need or be interested in. List them under overall categories 
rather than individual items; for example, Lego rather than Lego monkey.

13 Why do you think the website uses terms like loot and bug us instead of the 
more usual shopping cart or contact us?

Working through
14 What similarities can you see between making an entry in a ship’s record and 

beginning a session on a computer or website? What differences are there?
15 Find out what you can, in standard dictionaries and in the Etymology 

dictionary weblink in your eBookPLUS, about the words gadget and caffeine.
a Did they originate within the digital era or the industrial Revolution?
b Explain the connection between computer geeks and caffeine.

16 in pairs, create a table like the one below and use it to categorise the words and 
products on the website. You may decide that one product can belong in more 
than one category. One example has been done for you. You may not agree with 
your partner on everything, so try to reach a compromise.

Product or 
entertainment

An 
invention 
of the 
digital era

Associated 
with 
science

Associated 
with other 
technology

Associated 
with films, 
books, 
entertainment Other

Dr Who no, began 
in 1960s

Yes, but 
is it real 
science?

Yes, but the 
technology is 
imaginary.

✓
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Going further
17 if you identify yourself as a ‘geek’, or you think that others identify you as one, 

explain whether or not you are offended by the term. if you don’t identify 
yourself as a geek, explain whether you use the term as a compliment, an insult 
or something in between.

18 Do you think the abbreviations OMGWTFUn and FTW are being used seriously 
or ironically? Do you ever use similar expressions ironically? if so, do you think 
adults understand this?

 See Unit 5, Hearts and Minds, page 150, for a discussion of irony.

CReating in response to the language of technology
Getting started
19 if you were to create your own website for ‘geeks’ based on the one on page 12:

a what features and products would you keep?
b what language would you change?
c what products or areas of interest would you introduce?
d what colours and fonts would you use?
 Write a paragraph explaining what you would do.

Working through
20 Using the Digital inspiration weblink in your eBookPLUS, examine the Digital 

inspiration website. Working in a group, examine the first two pages. Make a 
list of all the digital technology terms or brand names that you think would not 
have existed 50 years ago or that had a different meaning. if there are some you 
are not sure about, use the Tech terms and Etymology dictionary weblinks in 
your eBookPLUS to help you.

Going further
21 First, read the Wordsmith opposite about explanatory writing that uses similes 

and analogies. now write two explanatory paragraphs about either (a) two of 
the terms you researched in question 20, or (b) two other technology terms such 
as YouTube, virus, Trojan Horse or worm. Your audience is a person who has never 
used a computer or the internet. Don’t use dictionary definitions — use your 
own words. Try to use analogies in your explanation if you can.

22 Based on question 20, go ahead and actually create your own website  
for geeks. Somewhere on the site, provide an explanation for ‘newbie  
geeks’ on the difference between analog and digital technology.  
Test out your explanation on people who are technically  
challenged — see if they can understand it.

Use the BlackBerry 
weblink in your 
eBookPLUS to watch a 
comedy sketch about 
BlackBerry phones.

LiteRaCY link
One thing that can help you when evaluating 
websites is to look at the domain. This is 
everything in the URL (the web address) to the 
left of a slash (/). in particular, look out for the 
following:

 ● .com means the website is a commercial 
one, run by a profit-making business.

 ● .gov indicates the site is owned by a 
government organisation.

 ● .org indicates that the website  
belongs to a not-for-profit organisation.

 ● .edu indicates the website owner is a 
school, university or other educational 
organisation.

Find examples of websites with different 
domain addresses as listed above and 
evaluate the reliability or otherwise of 
the information they offer.

Quest
irony

Knowledge Quest 2
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Wordsmith . . . 

wRiting an expLanatoRY paRagRapH using anaLogies
An explanatory text is a type of text that explains something. it is intended to 
inform the reader. Examples include essays, newspaper articles, non-fiction books, 
textbooks and reports. in order to make something clear to the reader, the writer of an 
explanatory text can occasionally make use of analogies.

An analogy is a comparison between two things that have some similarities, and it 
outlines what they have in common.

By saying that two things are similar in at least one way, the writer of an analogy 
can argue that they are similar in other ways as well. Analogies are often used in 
arguments to make a point. For example, a politician might say:

Like a great football player, the Australian economy is fundamentally fit and healthy. 
He might suffer an injury in a game, and many people will want to write him off, but 
he bounces back with time and plays again because he has spent years building his 
strength. The Opposition Leader ought to know that you don’t kick a man when he’s 
down, and you don’t kick the Australian economy when it’s suffered a minor setback. 

This analogy points out the things that the economy and a footballer have in 
common: they have been made sound and strong over a long time; they suffer 
setbacks at times but bounce back; and they are sometimes criticised.

Analogies can also be used to help explain something complex by pointing out 
its similarities to something that may be more familiar to a particular audience. 
For example:

A modern computer is like an office back in the 1970s. There is a filing cabinet, 
photos of your family on the desktop, a typewriter, lots of paper, a clock, calculator, 
dictionary, encyclopedia and mail tray. All the things that perform these functions can 
be carried out by a computer. However, unlike an old-style office, there is no secretary. 
You are your own secretary. 

it’s important with analogies that you give the points of similarity but stop before 
you start comparing things that are not really similar. You can then move on to using 
examples or straight explanation. notice how the office/computer analogy points out 
a major difference, but only one. it doesn’t go too far by trying to explain how a mouse 
or the interface fits into the office analogy.

oveR to You …
1 Write an analogy that compares your favourite actor with a kind of food; or your 

mother with an army general; or Lego with language. Write two to four sentences.
2 Come up with your own analogy for school, a favourite reality TV show, a great 

athlete or a supermodel. Write two to four sentences.

My view . . .
Do you think everyone can keep up with all the new jargon associated with new 
technology? Which groups of people are best at adapting and using the new 
language? Have you changed your answer to Tuning In question 3 (page 3)? 
Do the companies that make technology borrow too many words that mean 
something else? Should they come up with completely new words?

Quest
Analogy

Knowledge Quest 2
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ReadY to Read …

 ● Look at the cover opposite and identify the title and 
author. Look at the other text on the cover.

 ● Look at the illustration that appears with the story. 
From this image, what can you guess about the text 
that follows?

 ● Scan the extract and find any words that jump out at 
you; for example, those in italic type. Why are these 
words shown this way? Can you find the meaning of 
these words in an English dictionary? if not, can you still 
understand most of the text?

 ● Scan the paragraphs of the text to see how long each 
one is. Do you think you will find this text easy or 
difficult to read? Grade it on a scale of 1 to 3, where 1 is 
easy and 3 is difficult.

 ● now read some of the annotations. Do they make you 
change your prediction in the second question above?

1.3  tHe infLuenCe of otHeR Languages on 
engLisH

How have other languages influenced English in the past?
The English language loves to borrow words. in fact, it has borrowed them from over 
120 other languages. These words have been introduced into English by missionaries, 
invaders, traders, explorers, tourists, immigrants, writers and others.

if you look at some of the foreign words that have entered English in the last 
500 years or so, you may notice how many of them are physical things: buildings, 
clothing, animals, geographic features and of course foods. Examples include the 
words mosque, parka, macaw, savannah and risotto.

Some words we get directly. For example, the word billabong has come straight from 
the Aboriginal Wiradjuri language into English. Other words enter the language by a 
more complicated and winding route, such as Greek to Latin to French to English.

The following extract is from a book that has also taken a long and winding road. 
it is a true story that has been translated from italian into English. it was written by 
an italian but is based on the words and life of a young Afghani man, and it retains 
many of the Persian words he would have used in telling his tale. However, most of 
the ‘foreign’ words in this modern text have been part of English for many years — 
sometimes hundreds of years.

The following extract comes from the beginning of the book. The narrator and main 
character, Enaiat, is staying with his mother in a cheap guesthouse in Quetta, Pakistan, 
after fleeing Afghanistan.

Before you read the extract, your teacher may ask you to complete the following 
Ready to Read activities.

need to Know
Persian Old Persian was the 
language spoken in the Persian 
Empire (around 550–330 BCE). 
Modern Persian is now spoken 
in iran, Afghanistan and some 
other countries in Central Asia. 
it is known as Farsi in iran and 
Dari in Afghanistan.

italic is a type font, and its 
name means ‘italian’, because 
the first printer to use it was 
from italy. italic type slopes to 
the right and can be used to 
indicate that a word is foreign. 
it is also used (among other 
things) for emphasis, to make 
words stand out; for titles of 
books, plays, films and other 
complete works; and for 
English words that are being 
discussed.

Arabic is the language of 
the Qur’an (or Koran), so 
in many countries where 
islam is the major religion 
(such as Afghanistan) there 
are Arabic loan words. 
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from In the Sea There Are Crocodiles
by Fabio Geda (based on the words and story of Enaiatollah Akbari)
The thing is, I really wasn’t expecting her to go. Because when you’re ten 
years old and getting ready for bed, on a night that’s just like any other 
night, no darker or starrier or more silent or more full of smells than 
usual, with the familiar sound of the muezzins calling the faithful to 
prayer from the tops of the minarets just like anywhere else  .  .  .  no, when 
you’re ten years old  .  .  .  and your mother, before putting you to bed, takes 
your head and holds it against her breast for a long time, longer than 
usual, and says, There are three things you must never do in life, Enaiat 
jan, for any reason  .  .  .  The first is use drugs. Some of them taste good and 
smell good and they whisper in your ear that they’ll make you feel better 
than you could ever feel without them. Don’t believe them. Promise me 
you won’t do it.

I promise.
The second is use weapons. Even if someone hurts your feelings or 

damages your memories, or insults God, the earth or men, promise me 
you’ll never pick up a gun or a knife, or a stone, or even the wooden 
handle we use for making qhorma palaw, if that ladle can be used to hurt 
someone. Promise.

I promise.
The third is cheat or steal. What’s yours belongs to you, what isn’t 

doesn’t. You can earn the money you need by working, even if the work 
is hard. You must never cheat anyone, Enaiat jan, all right? You must be 
hospitable and tolerant to everyone. Promise me you’ll do that.

I promise.
Anyway, when your mother says things like that and then, still stroking 

your neck, looks up at the window and starts talking about dreams, 
dreams like the moon, which at night is so bright you can see to eat by 
it, and about wishes — how you must always have a wish in front of your 
eyes, like a donkey with a carrot  .  .  .  and if you hold a wish up high, any 
wish, just in front of your forehead, then life will always be worth living 
— even when your mother, as she helps you to get to sleep, says all these 
things in a strange low voice as warming as embers, and fills the silence 

The narrator uses the first-
person pronoun I. (1)

The narrator addresses the 
reader directly, using the 
pronoun you. (1)

muezzin: an Arabic word, 
meaning ‘the person at a 
mosque who calls Muslims to 
prayer’ (4)

minaret: the turret on a 
mosque from which the 
muezzin calls; from a Spanish 
word derived from the Arabic 
word for ‘lighthouse’ (5)

jan: Persian word meaning 
‘dear’ (9)

drugs: from an Old French word 
based on a Dutch word for ‘dry 
goods’ such as medicinal herbs 
and spices (9)

There are no quotation marks 
around speech in this book. 
(13)

damage: from an Old French 
word based on the Latin word 
damnum meaning ‘loss or 
damage’ (15)

qhorma palaw: more often 
spelled as korma, qhorma is a 
Hindi word, based on a Turkish 
word for a dish from Central 
Asia; palaw is a Persian word for 
a kind of rice dish. (17)

hospitable: from French, based 
on a Late Latin word meaning 
‘to receive as a guest’ (23)
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with words, this woman who’s always been so sharp, so quick-witted in 
dealing with life  .  .  .  even at a time like that, it doesn’t occur to you that 
what she’s really saying is Khoda negahdar, goodbye.

Just like that.
When I opened my eyes in the morning, I had a good stretch to wake 

myself up, then reached over to my right, feeling for the comforting 
presence of my mother’s body  .  .  .  But my hand felt nothing, only the 
white cotton cover between my fingers  .  .  .  From outside came the din of 
Quetta, which is much, much noisier than my little village in Ghazni, 
that strip of land, houses and streams that I come from, the most 
beautiful place in the world (and I’m not just boasting, it’s true).

Mother, I called.
No answer  .  .  .  So I got out from under the covers, put my shoes on, 

rubbed my eyes and went to find the owner of the place to ask if he’d 
seen her, because three days earlier, as soon as we arrived, he’d told us 
that no one went in or out without him noticing, which seemed odd to 
me, since I assumed that even he needed to sleep from time to time.

The sun cut the entrance of the samavat Qgazi in two  .  .  .  The samavat 
Qgazi wasn’t so much a hotel as a warehouse for bodies and souls, a kind 
of left-luggage office you cram into and then wait to be packed up and 
sent off to Iran or Afghanistan or wherever, a place to make contact with 
people traffickers  .  .  .

Covering my eyes with my hand because of the light, I walked up to 
the owner, kaka Rahim, and apologised for bothering him. I asked about 
my mother, if by any chance he’d seen her go out, because nobody went 
in or out without him noticing, right  .  .  .

Yes, he replied, I saw her.
I smiled. Where did she go, kaka Rahim? Can you tell me?
Away.
Away where?
Away.
When will she be back?
She’s not coming back.
She’s not coming back?
No.
What do you mean? Kaka Rahim, what do you mean she’s not coming 

back?
She’s not coming back.
At that point I ran out of questions. There must have been others I 

could have asked, but I didn’t know what they were. I stood there in 
silence looking at the down on kaka Rahim’s cheeks, but without really 
seeing it.

It was kaka Rahim who spoke next. She told me to tell you something, 
he said.

What?
Khoda negahdar.
Is that all?
No, there was something else.
What, kaka Rahim?
She said not to do the three things she told you not to do.
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khoda negahdar: Persian for 
‘goodbye’ (35)

kaka: Persian word meaning 
‘uncle’ (57)

Like the story ‘Captives of 
the Ocean’ on pages 5–6, this 
modern text mixes descriptive 
text with dialogue. However, 
the writer does not always use 
dialogue tags, such as he said/I 
said. (61–63)
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Activities
undeRstanding a text that depicts another culture
Getting started
 1 Do you think the illustration that appears with the story shows the main 

character? if not, what do you think the boy in the illustration has in common 
with him?

 2 What does the main character’s mother call him?
 3 What does the main character call the man who owns the guesthouse? Do you 

think they are related?
 4 Think of three words to describe how the boy feels when he realises his mother 

has gone.
 5 Did you know the words muezzin and minaret before you read the extract and 

the annotations? if so, where do you think you have heard or seen them?

Working through
 6 Look at the words in the text that are highlighted in blue. now, create a table 

like the one below. Place each of the blue-highlighted words into one of the 
columns according to what you think. Does the word seem ‘English’ or does it 
seem ‘foreign’? Compare your list with a partner.

Sounds like an English word Does not sound like an English word

 7 Only certain words in the extract are in italic, yet the annotations show that 
there are other non-English words in it, such as muezzin. With a partner, discuss 
what you think might be the reason for this.

 8 Even though the book has been translated into English, some Persian/Dari 
words have been retained. Again, with your partner, discuss why you think this 
has been done.

Going further
 9 Using your web browser, do an image search for photos of your city, town or 

region. What kinds of images come up? Jot down some nouns and adjectives to 
describe the images. next, do an image search of Enaiat’s village (called nawa), 
using the search terms Nawa Afghanistan. What kinds of images come up this 
time? Write down nouns and adjectives to describe them. Do you see any images 
showing nawa, or the region, as beautiful? What would Enaiat think of it now?

10 Look at the following table of words taken from the text. Make a similar table 
and try to come up with as many words as you can that can be formed from 
each word, either by shortening it or adding prefixes or suffixes to it. The first 
one has been done for you.

expecting expect, expected, expectation, expectations, unexpected

faithful

promise

damages

cheat

comforting

apologised

Language link
the influence of 
other languages
English contains many 
words that have come to 
us from Persian: bazaar, 
caravan, jackal, jasmine, 
kaftan, khaki, lemon, 
musk, paradise, pashmina, 
pyjamas, scarlet, shawl and 
turban, for example. Many 
of these could have been 
picked up by British and 
European traders in the 
Eastern Mediterranean from 
the 1570s onwards. Others 
would have been learned by 
the British in india, because 
Persian was spoken in the 
court of the Mughal rulers in 
india (1526 to 1857).

Look at a world map in an 
atlas and identify all the 
place names mentioned 
above. Can you find 
Persia?
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anaLYsing a text that depicts another culture
Getting started
11 if you had not been told in the introduction to this section (page 16) that the 

narrator was staying in a guesthouse in Quetta, Pakistan, what clues in the text 
would have told you that this was not set in Australia? Quote from the extract to 
explain.

12 if you look at the Language link about Persian words on page 19, you’ll notice 
that many of the words name physical things. Do you think Dari words like jan, 
kaka and khoda negahdar might one day enter the English language? Explain 
why or why not.

13 Enaiat, who originally told this story, is not the writer. What reasons do you think 
he might have had for not writing his own book? What might have prevented 
him from doing this?

Working through
14 The writer uses first-person narration most of the time to show that it is Enaiat 

telling the story. However, in this part of the book, he also makes use of the 
second person pronoun, you, which is not often used in texts. What effect did 
this have on you when you were reading it?

15 Would you call this book an autobiography or a biography? Look at the 
definitions at left and discuss with a partner before you decide.

Going further
16 Draw up a table with two columns, headed ‘Universal’ and ‘Particular’. in the 

Universal column, write down feelings, events or aspects of the story that any 
human being might experience. in the Particular column, write down aspects 
of the story that you think are not part of all cultures or all lives. For example, 
you might put getting ready for bed in the Universal column and the sound of the 
muezzins in the Particular column.

evaLuating and Responding to a text that depicts another 
culture
Getting started
17 How do you feel about reading non-English words in a text if it is set in another 

country or culture? Does it make reading difficult or interesting? Explain.
18 Sometimes the writer explains or translates words, such as khoda negahdar, but 

at other times he does not.
a if the annotations were not there to explain kaka and jan, would you have fully 

understood them, partly understood them, or not understood them at all?
b What do you think of this technique of not explaining all the words? if you 

don’t think it works well, what do you think the writer should have done? 
Discuss this with a partner.

Working through
19 Enaiat may have had a very different life from yours and have come from a 

different culture. in a small group, discuss how well the writer makes you feel 
empathy for Enaiat. Were you able to stand in his shoes?

20 The book shows dialogue without any quotation marks and often without 
dialogue tags (he said/she said etc.). What effect does this have on (a) the 
appearance of the text (b) your understanding of who is speaking (c) your 
enjoyment of the text? Do you prefer this style of dialogue or that in the story 
‘Captives of the Ocean’ on pages 5–6?

need to Know
autobiography a non-fiction 
account of a person’s life 
written by him or her

biography a non-fiction, 
written account of another 
person’s life

universal describes things or 
feelings that are common to all 
people, regardless of language 
or culture

empathy the ability 
to understand how 
another person feels; 
to ‘stand in their shoes’
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21 With a partner, write down three different predictions about what Enaiat might 
do next. Think about his age and his situation. What are his options? How will 
he cope? next, develop one of your predictions into another scene for the book. 
You and your partner might choose to work on your scene together, or you 
might each write separate versions and compare them afterwards.

CReating in response to a text
Getting started
22 Enaiat’s experience as a young boy was a frightening one. not everyone has 

been through something as bad as this, but we have all felt lost and alone. in a 
small group, discuss situations in which you felt frightened, perhaps when you 
were younger. One member of the group should record the situations.

Working through
23 in the same small group as for question 22, work out whether any of your scary 

situations had anything in common.
● Did some of them occur in the same kind of place?
● Were any of you the same age?
● What feelings did you share?

Create diagrams like the one below to show this. in the central circle or 
shape, briefly describe the situation and include the adjectives you could use to 
describe your feelings. (To find a good range of adjectives, use the Thesaurus 
weblink in your eBookPLUS or type a word into a Word document, right click on 
it, and select ‘Synonyms’ from the drop-down list.)

in the shapes that branch off, put the names of the people who have had a 
similar experience, and what each person did.

Caitlin
Hid under
bed covers

Jack
Hid under
bed covers

Jess
Could hear own

beating heart

Hearing noises at home at night:

petri�ed, sweaty, frightened, scared sti�

Vinh
Too scared

to move

Going further
24 Read the Wordsmith on pages 22–3 and then write a subjective account of a 

time when you were frightened, worried or lonely. Write at least 150 words. 
Try to avoid clichés and come up with your own original  descriptions. Here is 
another of Enaiat’s descriptions to inspire  you: 
 The day was really bad … the kind of day you want to pretend never  
happened, the kind of day you’d like to leave on a stone and walk  
away from.
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Wordsmith . . .
suBjeCtive and oBjeCtive wRiting
Subjective writing is individual, and influenced by personal opinions and feelings. it 
is based on the experiences of the writer and will usually contain the pronouns I and 
me. Autobiographies, memoirs, letters to the editor, editorials and feature articles are 
examples of subjective writing.

subjective writing
The extract on pages 17–18 from In the Sea There Are Crocodiles is an example of 
subjective writing. it is autobiographical, and the narrator tells us what he was thinking 
and feeling when he was 10 years old. He says, for example: The thing is, I really wasn’t 
expecting her to go. Even when he uses the pronoun you, he is telling us what he was 
feeling:

even when your mother, as she helps you to get to sleep, says all these things in a 
strange low voice as warming as embers, and fills the silence with words, this woman 
who’s always been so sharp, so quick-witted in dealing with life  .  .  .  even at a time like 
that, it doesn’t occur to you that what she’s really saying is Khoda negahdar, goodbye.

Another signal of subjective writing is the kind of adjectives the writer uses. For 
example, Enaiat describes his mother’s voice in the paragraph above as low, which is a 
factual adjective. However, he also describes her voice as strange, which is an opinion 
adjective. Subjective writing generally uses a mixture of factual and opinion adjectives.

Some of the best subjective writing is very personal and avoids clichés. Clichés are 
tired, overused expressions, such as:

 ● ups and downs
 ● at the drop of a hat
 ● fresh as a daisy.

in contrast, if a writer describes things in a very original way, the text becomes much 
more personal and individual. Look at these expressions used in other parts of In the 
Sea There Are Crocodiles:

I smiled with all the teeth I could find in my mouth.
I was very small, as small as a wooden teaspoon.
These are very original descriptions and give the text a personal, subjective tone. 

Because we have never heard them before, we are more likely to think about them and 
what they mean.

objective writing
in contrast, objective writing leaves out the writer’s feelings and opinions. The 
pronouns I and me are not used, and the writer’s main aim is to present facts rather 
than personal experience. Examples of objective writing are news articles, textbooks 
and scientific reports.

One way an objective text sometimes manages to leave out the pronouns I and me 
(or we and us) is by using something called the passive voice. For example, the sentence 
I recorded the temperature of the water is in the active voice, whereas The temperature 
of the water was recorded is in the passive voice. The active voice is the usual way we 
construct a sentence. An active sentence contains a subject, verb and object, in that 
order, and the subject performs the verb action (Jess hit the ball).

in a sentence that is in the passive voice, the subject becomes the receiver of the 
action: The ball was hit. The performer of the action either disappears (The ball was hit) 
or comes at the end: The ball was hit by Jess.

Passive constructions are common in scientific reports. 
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Here are some more examples:

Active voice Passive voice

Jack hit me. i was hit.

i was hit by Jack.

The Zorgonians have invaded the planet of 
Thaark.

The planet of Thaark has been invaded.

The planet of Thaark has been invaded by the 
Zorgonians.

Politicians decided to send aid to tsunami 
victims.

it was decided that aid would be sent to 
tsunami victims.

We poured the solution into a beaker and 
placed it on a tripod over a Bunsen burner.

The solution was poured into a beaker and 
placed on a tripod over a Bunsen burner.

in addition, objective writing avoids opinion adjectives and uses only factual 
adjectives. Thus, in a factual news article, you would read:

The suspect was seen wearing a red dress.
in a feature article in which the writer is interpreting facts, you might read:

Reece Witherspoon was wearing a glamorous red dress.
The word red is a factual adjective, whereas glamorous is an opinion adjective.
in addition to adjectives, other kinds of words can be emotive. This means they 

create an emotional response in the reader.
For example, look at the pairs of words shown 

at right. The nouns and verbs in the left-hand 
column are more negative and more likely to 
create an emotional reaction. The words on the 
right are synonyms for the words on the left but 
they are much more positive. They are less likely 
to create an emotional reaction in the reader 
(depending on the reader’s beliefs).

Of course, some texts are a mixture of both subjective and objective writing. An 
autobiography, for example, may contain some paragraphs or sections that convey 
facts with very little emotion or opinion. A feature article, as opposed to a news article, 
explores a topic in more depth than a news article and is usually more subjective.

oveR to You …

1 Rewrite the first paragraph of In the Sea There Are Crocodiles in an objective style. 
Recount just the facts, using the third person (he/she/they). How does your rewrite 
compare with the original? is it factual enough to be a news article?

2 Rewrite the following headlines of a news article so that they are more subjective 
and use more emotive words. They could be shorter, longer or the same length.

 ● Ten die on roads during holiday period
 ● Pitt and Jolie to wed
 ● Stockmarket falls
 ● Lindsay Lohan goes to church

3 Write an objective paragraph about your morning, between waking and your first 
class. Write in the third person, as if describing someone else, but use your own name 
(e.g. Tranh woke up and yawned). Then write a paragraph describing the same events 
subjectively, using the first person (e.g. I woke up slowly and lay in bed yawning). in the 
subjective paragraph, you can choose what to include and what to leave out.

Negative Positive

terrorist insurgent

youths teenagers

bribe payment

mongrel dog

slaughter kill

plummet fall
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How does popular culture introduce foreign words?
in the modern world, popular culture often crosses national boundaries. Certain 
websites, videos, activities and interests become popular with people in many 
countries. Think of flash mobs: these are groups of people who assemble in a public 
place and then suddenly begin a pointless but impressive activity for a few minutes 
before going their own way. These have taken place in many countries around the 
world after people have seen them on YouTube. The term flash mob is used to describe 
it, regardless of what country it takes place in.

Then there is The Simpsons. Beginning in 1989, the show is now the longest-running 
American animated television series, and is shown in about 60 countries around the 
world. Homer Simpson even introduced the world to his own new word: D’oh! The 
show also helped to make popular the term meh and coined the catchphrase And I, for 
one, welcome our new insect overlords.

But popular culture does not just originate in English-speaking countries. Think of 
nintendo. This company began as a maker of playing cards in 1889 in Kyoto, Japan. 
in the 1960s they began producing toys and games, and in the 1970s they moved 
into video gaming. Their first really big successes were in 1981 with the arcade game 
Donkey Kong; and in 1985 with Super Mario Brothers on the nintendo Entertainment 
System. We are so used to hearing or saying playing my Nintendo wii, that we almost 
forget that Nintendo is a Japanese name.

news articles are one way of keeping up with new words. A news article is a factual 
account of current or recent events, and provides answers to the questions who, 
what, when, where, why and how. A news article should be written objectively and 
may quote people who the writer has interviewed. The most important information is 
contained in the first couple of paragraphs. The news article on the next page points 
out how elements of Japanese popular culture are introducing us to new words.

Headline 
• sums up the report 

• catches the reader’s attention

Lead 
• introductory paragraph 

• most important information (who, what, when, where, how, why)

Body 
• next most important information

• paragraphs are a mixture of facts, quotes
and background information

Tail 
• least important 

information 

The inverted pyramid structure of a news report

Before you read the article, your teacher may ask you to complete the following 
Ready to Read activities.

need to Know
anime (pronounced 
an-im-ay) a Japanese word 
for any animated film. it 
comes from the English word 
animation — a loan word that 
has been returned to English. 
in Japanese, anime is any 
animated film, including a 
Disney cartoon, for example. 
in English, anime refers only to 
Japanese-style animated films 
such as Spirited Away.

manga Japanese word for 
print comics and cartoons. 
The Japanese use the word 
manga for all print comics 
and cartoons, while in 
English the word refers only 
to Japanese-style cartoons. 
One distinctive feature of 
manga is that the characters 
usually have very large eyes.

View the Flash mobs 
weblinks in your 
eBookPLUS for more on 
this topic.
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ReadY to Read …

 ● Look at the illustration and read the headline. What part of Japanese popular 
culture do you think the article is about?

 ● Scan the area below the headline and at the end of the article. Does the 
journalist’s name appear anywhere?

 ● Look at the source line at the end of the article.
–  Do you think the newspaper it appeared in was an Australian or a Japanese 

newspaper?
– Was it a print or online newspaper?
– What year was it published?

 ● Scan the article for any words that you don’t know the meaning of. Look these 
up in a dictionary.

10

Learning manga-speak on the web
Otaku outside Japan are flocking to a website for help in learning 
expressions common in Japanese anime and manga, with clicks coming 
from 165 different countries and regions.

The site, Japanese in Anime & Manga (http://anime-manga.jp), 
has received about 1.2 million hits since being set up in February by 
the Japan Foundation Japanese Language Institute, Kansai. Manga 
enthusiasts can learn expressions such as mote-mote (someone popular 
with the opposite sex), mukatsuku (that’s so annoying), and kakattekoi 
(get over here and fight). 

Home page of the website anime-manga.jp

As Japanese anime and manga grows in popularity among young 
people overseas, more and more fans want to read manga in its 
original Japanese. However, many expressions used in the comics are 
not explained in Japanese textbooks, causing readers to skip over them 
without understanding.

otaku: young people who 
are skilled with computer 
technology and online gaming 
but are said to be losing their 
social skills (1)

The first paragraph of this 
news article answers who 
(Otaku), where (outside Japan 
in 165 countries), what (are 
flocking to a website), why (to 
learn expressions used in anime 
and manga) and when (now 
or currently, implied by the 
present continuous verb are 
flocking). The question about 
how they get to the website 
is something we answer from 
prior knowledge. The answer is 
‘by going online’. (1–3)

Kansai: a region of Japan on the 
main island of Honshu (6)

1

5

Use the Japanese 
words weblink in your 
eBookPLUS to learn 
Japanese words used in 
anime and manga.
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25

30

35

The Osaka Prefecture–based institute, which offers Japanese classes, 
decided to create the website after hearing many students complain 
about expressions and words they had trouble figuring out.

The site is based on about 300 manga and anime, such as Astro Boy 
and Dragon Ball, and contains a total of 3000 lines and expressions. 
Since the way characters in anime or manga speak depends on their role 
or status, the website is organised into eight types of characters, such as 
boys, girls and samurai.

Manga posters in Akihabara, Tokyo, a centre for electronics and otaku culture

When a user clicks on an expression, an explanation of its meaning 
and usage appear in English. Users can also listen to a recording of the 
pronunciation or take quizzes on what they have learned.

The institute also has posted original drawings by professional manga 
artists to teach onomatopoeia, such as mogu-mogu, which represents 
the sound of someone chewing heartily, and zawa-zawa, used to describe 
a buzzing atmosphere.

Setting up the website cost about 8  million yen, according to the 
institute.

‘We’ve gotten a bigger response than we expected. I hope the site 
will help deepen people’s understanding of Japan,’ an official at the 
institution said.

Daily Yomiuri Online, 16 September 2010

15

20

Articles usually contain only 
one sentence or, at the most, 
two. This is because they often 
appear in print newspapers 
in narrow columns. Anything 
more than two sentences 
would make a very long 
paragraph in a narrow column. 
(26–29)

This is American English. in 
Standard Australian English we 
would say ‘We’ve had’ or ‘We’ve 
got’. (32)

Japan’s largest English-
language newspaper. Japan 
has a fairly large population of 
foreigners who speak English: 
teachers, US armed services 
and employees of multinational 
companies. Many of them 
speak or understand Japanese.  
(35)
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My view . . .
Is it easy to decide which words you use are non-English? Do you think recent 
foreign additions to the English language make it richer and more interesting or 
just confusing?

need to Know
onomatopoeia the use 
of words that imitate the 
sound they refer to, such 
as hiss, meow, murmur

Quest
Onomatopoeia

Knowledge Quest 2

Activities

undeRstanding a news article
Getting started
 1 Had you heard the words manga and anime before you read this  

article? if so, where had you heard them?
 2 Would you say the article is about (a) manga and anime or  

(b) a website for non-Japanese people who like manga  
and anime?

 3 Who are the readers of the newspaper the Daily Yomiuri and this article? (Check 
the annotations.)

Working through
 4 Find two synonyms in the article for visits to the website.
 5 Re-read the annotation about the Japanese word otaku.

a Why do you think the article does not translate it? (Re-read the annotation 
about the newspaper and who reads it.)

b What English word would you use instead of otaku?

anaLYsing and evaLuating a news article
Getting started
 6 Do you think that words such as mukatsuku and kakattekoi might end up in the 

English language? Why or why not?

Working through
 7 For each paragraph in the article (after the first one), create a table like the one 

below to see whether each paragraph answers the key questions that a news 
article should answer. The ‘how’ may sometimes be implied or come from your 
prior knowledge.

Who What When Where Why How

 8 Sound out the words mogu-mogu and zawa-zawa. Do you think they sound like 
‘someone chewing’ or a ‘buzzing atmosphere’? What English onomatopoeic 
words would you normally use for these?

Going further
 9 news articles are written in such a way that the least important information 

comes towards the end. if you were the sub-editor and had to shorten this 
article, how many paragraphs do you think you could remove without losing 
interesting information? Justify your decision.SAMPLE
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Compose and CReate
productive focus: writing and creating
Write to capture a past era
Either
Turn ‘Captives of the Ocean’ on pages 5–6 into an entertaining cartoon story for young 
readers aged 10 to 12. Update it so that the boys are wearing modern clothing and 
speaking as teenagers in Australia would today. You might want to include modern 
technology in the story too. You can choose to draw and handwrite your comic or use 
the Comic creator weblink in your eBookPLUS for a different look. Finish the story at 
the point where O’neill is recovering in bed.

Some key points to remember
 ● Don’t forget the age level of your audience; keep the language simple.
 ● Keep in mind that your purpose is to entertain.

 ● Some panels of the cartoon will need to show just 
action, not dialogue.

 ● Change the Scottish character’s language to 
Australian English.

 ● Use the boys’ given names.
 ● You can shorten the lines of dialogue. You don’t 

have to include everything the characters said in 
the story.

 ● You can choose to leave out parts of the story.

Or

imagine that one of the characters in the Boy’s Own 
story ‘Captives of the Ocean’ has travelled by time 
machine to your school or home. Write a scene for a

short story depicting him interacting with you and your friends. Describe 
the time machine and his arrival. Show your reactions to him and his 
reactions to your language, clothing and behaviour. At times, you will 
need to translate your language and technology for the time traveller.

Some key points to remember
 ● Refer to the story ‘Captives of the Ocean’ itself, to see what words and 

phrases your character might use.
 ● Refer to the Wordsmith on pages 9–10 to remind yourself of how to use 

adjectives and adverbs effectively.
 ● Refer to the letter from the schoolgirl on page 8 to help you with other 

examples of outdated language.
 ● Work out how the time traveller arrives.

 ● Think about what his reaction might be to: modern clothing, television, cars and 
girls; girls with short hair; the modern use of words such as hot, cool, random, iPod, 
mobile.

 ● Think also about what things you might have in common and what modern 
activities he might enjoy. The images on the left might also help you in describing 
the time traveller’s clothing.

1

Use the assessment 
criteria rubric to guide 
you through your 
chosen task.
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Explanatory writing
Either
Find a topic or activity that you are interested in, such as fashion, indie music, surfing, 
Facebook, skateboarding or netball — you decide. Your task is to write an explanatory piece 
of at least four paragraphs explaining this topic to another person who does not know much 
about it. The piece will appear in a teenage magazine.

Does your subject contain some technical language that will need explaining? if so, begin 
by making a list of these.

Refer to the Wordsmith on page 15 about writing an explanatory paragraph using 
analogies. Use an analogy to explain either a technical term in your chosen subject or the 
feelings you get from the activity.

Some key points to remember
 ● Use a word processor to make your text look appealing. Use colour and choose a different 

font for your headings.
 ● Start out with a simple definition of your topic.
 ● Use images if it will help.
 ● You are writing for teenagers, so you are free to use some teenage slang.
 ● Consider writing some of your piece as a set of numbered steps to follow.
 ● Remember to break up your text into paragraphs. Don’t make them too long.
 ● Will you indent the first line of a new paragraph or put a line space between paragraphs? 

Choose one or the other. (if indenting, you do not need to indent the first paragraph after a 
heading.)

 ● Show a first draft to someone else to see if they understand your explanations.
in your eBookPLUS you will find the first three paragraphs of a sample text. Use this as a 

guide.

Or

As in the task above, find a topic or activity that you are interested in, such as fashion, indie 
music, surfing, Facebook, skateboarding or netball. Your task is to write an explanatory 
piece of at least three paragraphs explaining this topic to someone from another century. 
Try to choose an activity that would not have existed or been well known in the nineteenth 
century (the 1800s). You might need to check this. Does your subject contain some technical 
language or slang that will need explaining? if so, begin by making a list of these.

in your explanatory piece, explain what your chosen activity involves and what your 
time traveller reader might get out of it. Refer to the Wordsmith on page 15 ‘Writing an 
explanatory paragraph using analogies’. Use at least one analogy to explain either the 
technical terms in your chosen subject or the feelings you get from the activity.

Some key points to remember
 ● You will need to use formal English so that your reader from another century can 

understand you.
 ● Use a word processor and make your headings and captions different colours and fonts. 

However, your reader might not be accustomed to text in very bright colours. Try softer 
colours and more traditional fonts, such as Baskerville, Century, Palatino and Times new 
Roman.

 ● Remember that it is not just technical language your reader might not recognise. Use the 
Etymology dictionary weblink in your eBookPLUS to check words you are unsure of.

2

Use the assessment 
criteria rubric to 
guide you through 
your chosen task.
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Create in response to a stimulus
Either
Use the Japanese manga weblink in your eBookPLUS. Explore the eight different 
character types by going to Character Expressions. Click on Character Line-up and 
then Choose an Expression. (Click on the Written in Romaji button to read the English 
translation.)

Work through some of the Expressions List (select English) to hear what the 
characters say, and listen to the way they speak.

now, create four of your own different Aussie cartoon characters. What basic 
expression will they need, what vocabulary will they use, and how will they speak?

Or

Read the following extract from a news article that outlines how the French are trying 
to hold back a tide of English words.

Write a letter to the editor explaining your view on what the French are doing. 

France protects itself from the dreaded English 
language by banning ‘fast-food’ and ‘podcasting’
France has launched a new drive to 
stop a glut of English words from 
invading the native tongue.

Terms including ‘email’, ‘blog’ and 
‘fast-food’ should all be banished from 
the language, according to French 
culture ministry chiefs  .  .  .

French linguists at the Académie 
Francaise — the body that monitors 
and protects their language — have 
come up with Gallic equivalents 

to more than 500 mostly English 
words for the website, being run 
by the culture ministry’s ‘General 
Commission for Terminology’.

A spokesman for the Terminology 
Commission writes  .  .  .  ‘The 
Commission recommends that the 
French equivalent [for podcast] from 
now on should be “diffusion pour 
baladeur” .’
Mail Online, 12 March 2008

Some key points to remember
 ● Your audience consists of adult readers of a newspaper, so write in formal English.
 ● You are writing a subjective piece of text, so feel free to use opinion adjectives, but 

support your opinions with facts as well.

3

? Self-evaluation . . .
1 Which of the following strategies did you use during this unit to find out 

something you needed to know: asked a friend; asked the teacher; asked a 
class member; made a guess; used a dictionary; searched the internet?

2 In this unit, there were illustrations. Do you find it easier to understand 
pictures or words? Does seeing pictures with words help you understand?

Use the assessment 
criteria rubric to guide 
you through your 
chosen task.

Worksheet 1.1
doc-10103

Worksheet 1.2
doc-10104

Worksheet 1.3
doc-10105

INDIVIDUAL pAthwAys 
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