
 Would you like to live here?  

 8.1  Overview 
 8.1.1 Introduction 
  Why does your family live in the place, state, city, street or house that it 
does? Why do many Australians live in big cities near the coast? Have 
you thought about the reasons why your parents selected the place 
or environment in which you now live? People living in Australia have 
been making choices about where to live for many thousands of years. 
What factors have infl uenced the decisions made? Do people choose 
to live in places they feel are the most liveable? Let’s try to work out why 
Australians choose to live in the places they do.  

   Starter questions 
1    If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be and why? 
2    If your answer to question 1 is not in Australia, which part of Australia do you 

think is the most similar to the  place  you chose? 
3    What are the geographic features of the place you would ideally like to live in? 

Geographic features can usually be mapped, and include climate, landscape, 
 environment  (either built or natural), jobs, culture, infrastructure, wealth and 
safety. Find an image of this  place  and annotate its geographic features. 

4    Look at the image on this page. List the positive and negative aspects of living 
in this  place.       

 Inquiry sequence         
Syllabus 
outcomes

  8.1 Overview      
  8.2 What creates a sense of place?    GE4-1  
  8.3 Why do people live in certain places?    GE4-3 ,  GE4-4  
  8.4 Where do you live and why?    GE4-3 ,  GE4-4  
  8.5  skillBuilder:   Interpreting population 
profi les   

  GE4-7  

  8.6 Why do Australians live in remote places?    GE4-4  
  8.7 What draws people to rural areas?    GE4-1 ,  GE4-3 ,  

GE4-4     
8.8 Investigating topographic maps: 
What draws people to Griffi th?

  GE4-1 ,  GE4-3 ,  
GE4-4    

  8.9 Are rural communities sustainable?      GE4-1 ,  GE4-3 ,  
GE4-4  

  8.10 What are ‘lifestyle’ places?    GE4-4  
  8.11 Where is my place?    GE4-4  
  8.12  skillBuilder:  Creating 
a sketch map     

  GE4-7  

  8.13 Where would you like to live?    GE4-4    

   8.14 review         

   key terms        

ONLINE ONLY

ONLINE ONLY

ONLINE ONLY

ONLINE ONLY

ONLINE ONLY

 8.1  Overview 

   cHaPTer 8

Where do 
Australians live?   

ToPic 2 PLACE AND LIVEABILITY
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156 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

8.2 What creates a sense of place?
8.2.1 A sense of place
Places are central to the study of geography. This is because geographers are interested in where 
things are found on Earth and why they are there. But what exactly is a place?

To understand what a place is, think about location and region. Each place has a unique identity 
that makes it different from other places. A combination of characteristics is specific to that place, 
making it individual. A sense of place comes from being aware of what makes that location significant 
and seeing its special qualities.

These may include:
•	 natural features, such as a harbour or natural spring
•	 human features — that is, built by people
•	 a combination natural and human features.

Eventually, one or more of these features becomes a symbol of that place in people’s minds; figure 9 
illustrates this.

place specific 
part of the Earth’s 
surface that has been 
identified and given 
meaning by people

location where a 
point on the Earth’s 
surface is to be found

region any area 
of varying size that 
has one or more 
characteristics 
in common

Figure 3 Greece — Meteora of Kalampaka

Figure 1 Greece — coastal settlement on the island of 
Santorini

Figure 2 Iceland — Northern Lights
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 157

 New York

Figure 4 Spain — a market place Figure 5 Brazil — City of Rio de Janeiro

Figure 8 Morocco — desert landscape Figure 9 Turkey — Anzac Cove

Figure 6 Hawaii — tropical reef snorkelling Figure 7 India — the Taj Mahal in Agra
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geoskills TooLBoX 

Political maps
Figure 10 is a political map showing human features such as: 
• the boundaries of countries
• capital cities
•  major water bodies. 
Political maps may also show state boundaries. Colour and labelling are used to clearly show 
neighbouring countries, and their comparative sizes. A political map often shows the capital city of 
each nation.
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Figure 10 Political map of North and Central America

acTiviTies

uNDersTaND
1 Study figures 1 to 9. Choose five of the images 

shown and list the special features about each 
place. Consider natural as well as human 
features.

2 Refer to your answers to question 1. What was 
the most common feature in your responses?

3 Suggest reasons why these places have 
become famous around the world.

eXPLaiN
4 Conduct a survey of your class to find out each 

person’s top five favourite places to visit in 

Australia or NSW. Collate the results in a table 
like the one below.

Place
Student 
A

Student 
B

Student 
C

Great Barrier 
Reef

 

Uluru  

My grandparents’ 
farm near Ballina, 
NSW



RESIZE 138.599 mm x 132.961 mm

c08WhereDoAustraliansLive.indd   158 10/8/16   8:37 AM

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 159

    This table could also be set up electronically, 
using a spreadsheet program. 

5    Graph the results to show the ranking of 
the  places  by percentage of the class; for 
example, 45 per cent of the class named 
Uluru in their top fi ve  places  in Australia. 

6    As a class, discuss the patterns shown by the 
graph. Suggest reasons to explain why people 
like or dislike certain  places .   

 iNvesTigaTe 
7    Why do you think people consider a place to 

be special? What makes people prefer one 

place over another place? Ask two to three 
people these two questions, and record their 
responses in your workbook. 

8    No matter where we live, we all live in the one 
 place : Planet Earth. A place is given meaning 
by people. Introduce a place that has special 
meaning to you. Where is it? What special 
feelings do you have when you are there? 
Include an image and annotate the natural 
(green arrows) and the human (blue arrows) 
features of the place.   

  8.3  Why do people live in certain 
places? 
   8.3.1 Changes over time 
  People choose to live in specifi c places for a wide range of reasons. These reasons can be 
broadly divided into   pull factors   and   push factors  . The combination of reasons varies from 
person to person, and what is an advantage for one person may be seen as a negative by 
someone else.  

  It is also true, though, that the reasons people choose to live in a place may change over time. 
Liveability   refers to what a place is like to live in. Over time, places change.  

 Some of the factors that infl uence the liveability of a place are shown in the fi gure below.  

Deepen your understanding of this topic 
with related case studies and questions. 

    

 New York   

push factors  reasons 
that encourage people 
to leave a place and 
go somewhere else

pull factors  positive 
aspects of a place; 
reasons that attract 
people to come 
and live in a place

Figure 1 Factors that may infl uence where we choose to live

Community Travel time Cost

FamilyLifestyle

Health EnvironmentJobs

 Many of these factors change throughout a person’s life. For example, where a 20-year-old single 
person wants to live is often quite diff erent from where someone in their forties, or someone with a 
partner and two teenage children, may want to live. 

 Eastwood is a Sydney suburb located 17 kilometres north-west of the Central Business District. 
 It is marked on the map of Sydney below (fi gure 2). Th is map shows more of the area of Sydney, 

with little detail of what the suburb of Eastwood actually looks like.

c08WhereDoAustraliansLive.indd   159 10/8/16   8:37 AM

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



160 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

     From 1913 until 2003, the Eastwood Brickworks operated at a site located at the corner of Midson 
Road and Mobbs Lane. Th is site is shown as AR 1134 in fi gure 3. 

PA C I F I C

O C E A N

EastwoodEastwood

Pennant
Hills

Richmond

SydneyHomebush

Gosford

Penrith

Campbelltown

Parramatta

Key
Dual carriageway

Principal road

Secondary road

Capital city

Populated place 0 10 20 km

Source: Geoscience Australia

Figure 2 
Map of Sydney 
showing the 
location of 
Eastwood
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M
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S
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Site of old Eastwood Brickworks
and Quarry

Key
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3

2
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Source: New South Wales Land and Property Information

Figure 3 
A map showing 
the Eastwood 
Brickworks site

RESIZE 138.898 mm x 143.154 mm

c08WhereDoAustraliansLive.indd   160 10/8/16   8:37 AM

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 161

 Th is map shows basic detail such as names of major roads, creeks and parks of the suburb of East-
wood. Figure 3, compared to fi gure 2, is said to have a  larger scale : that is, it shows a  larger amount 
of detail  of a  smaller area of land .

   Th e Brickworks site contained a quarry, brick-making facilities, three brick kilns and two chimneys 
(fi gure 4). Bricks were in great demand for building as Sydney suburbs grew. Up to 35  000 bricks 
were made per day. Residents living near the site reported hearing blasting from the quarry and seeing 
dust in the air. Th e Eastwood Brickworks were an important source of jobs during its operation.

Figure 4 The former site of the Eastwood Brickworks (2009)

Figure 6 The former industrial site has been transformed 
into a residential zone (2009).

M
idson road

Mobbs lane

Figure 5 An artist’s drawing overlays aerial view of 
Eastwood Brickworks site (2003).

  Figure 7  Aerial view of Eastwood residential estate (2015)  
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162 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

interactivity
Push/pull factors
Use this interactivity 
to see how many 
factors you can 
correctly classify as 
either pull or push 
factors.
searchlight iD:  
int-3089

investigating why a place is special
Using the tips in SkillBuilder 20.11 ‘Using 
advanced survey techniques — interviews’, 
create a survey designed to explore the 
reasons for moving to or from a place or an 
environment. Why do you think people live 

where they do? Surveys can be distributed 
digitally or face to face. Perhaps your questions 
may ask about the length of time lived at the 
current address and reasons for moving. Classify 
the responses using the four categories identified 
below in a table similar to the following example.

Student Resources Employment Relationships Lifestyle

Gina Near major shops Near my dad’s work

Miguel Near my mum’s work Close to my family who came 
to Australia earlier
Close to my father’s best friend

Daniel Near the sea, as we 
all sail or surf

Focus oN FieLDwork

Figure 8 New housing has been built above the former brick kilns.

acTiviTies

iDeNTiFY
1 Refer to figure 1. Imagine you have been asked 

to prepare a sign to highlight the positive 
features of the area in which you live. What 
factors would you promote about your suburb 
or town?

2 What impact would the industry at Eastwood 
have had on neighbouring residents of this 
industrial site?

3 Identify the push and pull factors for residents 
of Eastwood living beside the brickworks when 
it was an industrial site?

eXPLaiN
4 Refer to figure 3 and figures 5 and 7. Suggest 

a reason for the rounded shape of the housing 
estate at the north-east corner.

5 Suggest reasons why people would continue 
to live in an area that is changing around 
them.

Discover
6 Present the answers using a column graph,  

correctly and fully labelled (see SkillBuilder 15.6 
‘Creating a simple column or bar graph’).

7 As a class, discuss the pattern of reasons 
shown by the graph, and the possible 
explanations for this. For example, how 
important to people are social connections?

iNvesTigaTe
8 Use Google Earth to find your town or suburb.

a Use the historical imagery icon to display the 
range of images available for your location.

b Move the slider along the timeline to show 
aerial views of changes to a place.

c Select two times along the timeline to screen 
clip an image.

d Annotate the changes that have occurred to 
the environment.

9 Suggest future changes to your suburb or town? 
What impact do you think this might have on the 
positive factors you identified in question 1?
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 163

8.4 Where do you live and why?
8.4.1 How did I get here?
When we first learned to write our address, we often included our house number, street, town, city, 
state, country, continent, hemisphere, planet and universe. You could also identify your location 
with GPS coordinates, a grid reference or by use of latitude and longitude. Knowing the place 
where you are is important but so is how you got there.

Have you always lived where you are currently living, or did your family arrive from another place? 
What decisions were made by your parents or grandparents, which resulted in your family living 
in your place, house, state, country or hemisphere? Over 28 per cent of Australia’s population were 
born overseas, and it is estimated that most will move homes between 11 and 12 times during their 
lifetime.

What is your story?
Activity 1 allows you to investigate the place where you live. It is a task of discovery, and will take you 
some time to complete. Your aim is to discover your family’s migration story and why you live where 
you do. Does your family have a recent migration story or did your family arrive with the First Fleet? 
Do you have Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander heritage? Did your grandfather build the house you 
live in or did your parents or carers build your house? How has the place your family lives in changed 
over time and space? Many Australians living here today, such as the people in figure 2 below, were 
not born here. In fact, in mid 2015, over a quarter of Australia’s estimated resident population were 
born overseas. Figure 1 shows us that many Australians were born in the United Kingdom, New 
Zealand, and the United States of America.
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Tropic of Capricorn

EUROPE

AFRICA
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AUSTRALIA

NORTH
AMERICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

PACIFIC
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ATLANTIC
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OCEAN

INDIAN

OCEAN

Over 500 000

200 000 to 500 000

100 000 to 200 000

Under 100 000

Number of Australians born
overseas by country of origin, 2011

20000 4000 km

Source: Spatial Vision

Figure 1 Australians born overseas

investigating why a place is special
Using the tips in SkillBuilder 20.11 ‘Using 
advanced survey techniques — interviews’, 
create a survey designed to explore the 
reasons for moving to or from a place or an 
environment. Why do you think people live 

where they do? Surveys can be distributed 
digitally or face to face. Perhaps your questions 
may ask about the length of time lived at the 
current address and reasons for moving. Classify 
the responses using the four categories identified 
below in a table similar to the following example.

Student Resources Employment Relationships Lifestyle

Gina Near major shops Near my dad’s work

Miguel Near my mum’s work Close to my family who came 
to Australia earlier
Close to my father’s best friend

Daniel Near the sea, as we 
all sail or surf

Focus oN FieLDwork

Figure 8 New housing has been built above the former brick kilns.

acTiviTies

iDeNTiFY
1 Refer to figure 1. Imagine you have been asked 

to prepare a sign to highlight the positive 
features of the area in which you live. What 
factors would you promote about your suburb 
or town?

2 What impact would the industry at Eastwood 
have had on neighbouring residents of this 
industrial site?

3 Identify the push and pull factors for residents 
of Eastwood living beside the brickworks when 
it was an industrial site?

eXPLaiN
4 Refer to figure 3 and figures 5 and 7. Suggest 

a reason for the rounded shape of the housing 
estate at the north-east corner.

5 Suggest reasons why people would continue 
to live in an area that is changing around 
them.

Discover
6 Present the answers using a column graph,  

correctly and fully labelled (see SkillBuilder 15.6 
‘Creating a simple column or bar graph’).

7 As a class, discuss the pattern of reasons 
shown by the graph, and the possible 
explanations for this. For example, how 
important to people are social connections?

iNvesTigaTe
8 Use Google Earth to find your town or suburb.

a Use the historical imagery icon to display the 
range of images available for your location.

b Move the slider along the timeline to show 
aerial views of changes to a place.

c Select two times along the timeline to screen 
clip an image.

d Annotate the changes that have occurred to 
the environment.

9 Suggest future changes to your suburb or town? 
What impact do you think this might have on the 
positive factors you identified in question 1?
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164 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

acTiviTies

iNvesTigaTe
1 This task allows you to discover your 

family’s migration story and why you live 
where you do.
Step 1
What can you find out for yourself?
Your place
• What is your address? Write out your 

full address, including your hemisphere, 
latitude and longitude.

• Use Google Maps to locate and identify 
your house in your street. Download an 
aerial view and a street view of your 
house.

• Annotate your aerial photo or map to 
identify who lives in your house, including 
pets, and which parts of the house they 
use. You could illustrate the people who 
live in your house in a cartoon — like the 
stickers, or decals, of families that people 
put on their cars.

• Ensure that your map has a compass, 
approximate scale and appropriate title.

Step 2
Your neighbourhood
• Using Google Maps, download an aerial 

view of your street or at least the eight 
closest houses or dwellings.

Step 3
How long have you lived at this address?
If you have previously lived somewhere else, list 
and map your past addresses. How many times 
have you moved? Share with your class the 
information that you have collected so far.
Step 4
How did you get here?
To investigate the rest of your story, you will 
need to speak to your parents and possibly 
your grandparents. As you collect information 
about where your parents and grandparents 

were born, create a family tree of places. 
Try to find out why and when your relatives 
came to Australia. Figure 3 illustrates how this 
may look.
• Where were your parents/carers born?
• Why did your parents move to where you 

now live?
• Why did your grandparents and great-

grandparents move from their place of birth?
Use the Family tree template weblink in your 
eBookPLUS to create your family tree.

aPPLY
2 Use your family tree, to create a map that 

shows this interconnection.
Things to think about before starting your 
map:
• What scale and size of map will you 

need?
• Would you be better off having two maps? 

In the figure 3 example, Daniel’s parents 

aerial view an image 
taken from above an 
object; also known 
as a bird’s-eye view

street view an 
image of a building 
taken from the road or 
footpath, at street level

Daniel

Gold Coast, Qld

Father

 Brisbane, Qld

Great-
grandmother

?, Greece

Great-
grandmother

Naples, Italy

Great-
grandfather

 Athens, Greece

Great-
grandfather
 Moree, NSW

Great-
grandmother
Liverpool, UK

Great-
grandmother

?

Great-
grandfather
Liverpool, UK

Great-
grandfather
Kingaroy, Qld

Mother

Tweed Heads, NSW

Grandmother
Newcastle, NSW

Grandfather
Moree, NSW

Grandmother
Liverpool, UK

Grandfather
Brisbane, Qld

Figure 3 An example of what your family tree 
may look like

weblink
Family tree template

Cindy: When I lived in Bejing 
I was called Jing-Wei. I came 
to Sydney in 1988 to study 
economics at university. I 
became an Australian citizen 
in 1993. I now have three 
Australian children.

Andrew: I came to Perth with my 
wife and three children in 1993 
just before Nelson Mandela 
was elected president of South 
Africa. We were concerned for 
our safety in Johannesburg 
and were keen to start a new 
life in a country with a similar 
climate and language. Now 
two of my brothers also live in 
Australia.

Lucy: My brother moved from 
Palmerston North in New 
Zealand to Melbourne for work 
in 2006 and I followed him the 
next year. I like living in a larger 
city. There is more going on and 
I get paid a lot more. One day I 
might return to New Zealand.

Deepak: My family moved from 
Delhi in 1988 when my father 
was offered a job in a computer 
company in Adelaide. There 
were not many Indian kids in 
my school but I studied hard 
and went to university. I now 
have three children and live in 
Newcastle.

Figure 2 The story of four Australians who were born overseas
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 165

and grandparents mostly came from New 
South Wales and Queensland but most of 
his great-grandparents came from Europe. 
To map this information, he should use a 
world map plus a larger   scale   break-out 
or inset map of New South Wales and 
Queensland.

• Draw an arrow to indicate the movement 
between the two places. 

•    What is an appropriate title for your 
map? 

•    Would you like to illustrate your map with 
images of your relatives, their houses, fl ags 
of the countries they came from or images 
of the transport that they used? If you wish 
to add images, you will need to have a 
larger   scale   base map than if you just used 
symbols. 

•    You could annotate the map with the 
reasons your relatives moved.     

geoskills TooLBoX 

  Population profi les 
  A   place   will refl ect the characteristics of the people who choose to locate there. Populations bring 
special qualities to a location and shape the type of community that develops. A population profi le 
is based on Census data and it details factors such as age, gender, ethnicity, education and working 
characteristics. Population profi les for your local area provide clues about people living in your town 
or suburb. 

  8.5 SkillBuilder: Interpreting 
population profiles          
What is a population profi le?
A population profi le, sometimes called a population pyramid, is a 
bar graph that provides information about the age and gender of 
a population. The shape of the population profi le tells us about a 
particular population. Comparing population pyramids of different 
places helps us try to understand how and why they may be similar 
or different. 
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ONLINE ONLY

eLesson
Watch this video to learn 
how to interpret population 
profi les.

searchlight iD: eles-1704

interactivity
Try this interactivity to learn 
how to interpret population 
profi les. 

searchlight iD: eles-3284

  Figure 4  Immigrants arriving in Australia by 
plane, 1967  
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166 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

8.6 Why do Australians  
live in remote places?
8.6.1 Settling inland Australia
Inland locations, away from large cities and coastal areas, are attractive places for many 
Australians to live. Why do some people choose to live in places where their nearest neighbour 
may be 50 kilometres away or a 
weekly sporting activity involves a 
six-hour car trip? Why do they find 
remote places more liveable?

The general shift of Australia’s popu-
lation for the last 100 years has been 
towards the major cities and away 
from the country (see figure 1). The 
average age of farmers in Australia is 
about 53 years, which is 13 years older 
than the rest of the workforce. Most 
children of farmers leave the country 
and seek education and work oppor-
tunities in large cities. There have been 
many attempts by governments and 
private industry to encourage people 
to settle in remote locations situated 
far from major centres of population. 
Soldier settlements and mining devel-
opments are two such schemes.

Government policy
The federal, state and local govern-
ments make decisions that shape 
patterns of settlement. In Western 
Australia, the future is uncertain for 
274 Indigenous communities that 
rely on government funding for 
health, education, housing and social 
assistance. Remote settlements in 
WA are being assessed to determine 
what support they might need in the 
future; these decisions  may impact 
where people choose to live. In New 
South Wales, local governments have 
combined to promote an Evocity 
project designed to attract people to 
regional centres.

Soldier settlement schemes
After both World War I and World War 
II, the state and federal governments 
of Australia began a program of pro-
viding land to returned soldiers (figure 
2). The programs were designed to give 
soldiers work and to attract people to 
places that were sparsely inhabited at 
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Figure 1 Stages in European land settlement in Australia

Figure 2 Location of soldier settlement areas, 1917
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 167

the time, such as Griffith and Dorrigo in New South Wales (see figure 2). The  settlers were expected to 
stay on their land for five years and to improve the quality of the land they were farming. Many farmers 
are descendants of these soldiers and continue to work the land. Over 25  000 soldiers were resettled 
after World War I.

Mining 
developments
Mineral resources 
are being extracted 
at remote  locations 
such as Broken 
Hill,  The  Pilbara and 
Tom Price. Workers 
are attracted to these 
areas by high wages 
and job opportuni-
ties. For example, a 
truck driver can earn 
$150  000 per year. 
Some workers Fly in 
and Fly out (FIFO) 
for their shifts. They 
live with their fami-
lies in less remote 
places and fly in for 
a shift that may last 
several weeks, then 
flying home for their 
days off. Transport and communication technology enables the workers to be linked to work oppor-
tunities in isolated locations.

remote describes 
a place that is 
distant from major 
population centres

Fly in, Fly out 
(FIFO) describes 
workers who fly 
to work in remote 
places, work 4-, 
8- or 12-day shifts 
and then fly home

Figure 5 Workers travel by plane from Brisbane to Tom Price in less than 5 hours.

Figure 3 Soldiers returning from the 
war were offered opportunities to settle 
in remote locations.

Northern
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Figure 4 Remote mining regions
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168 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

acTiviTies

iDeNTiFY
1 What makes a place remote?
2 What does FIFO stand for?
3 What challenges would you face living in a 

remote location?

eXPLaiN
4 Refer to figure 1, showing the history of 

Australia’s settlement. Describe the change 
in European settlement of Australia between 
1825 and 1860.

5 Refer to figure 2 and a map of Australia 
showing annual rainfall.

   Were soldier settlement areas located 
in places that receive good rainfall for 
farming?

6 Suggest reasons for the sparse settlement 
of areas targeted by the soldier settlement 
scheme?

7 What resources are being mined in each of the 
places shown on figure 4?

8 What might be an advantage to the mining 
companies of having FIFO workers?

9 Were any 1917 soldier settlements attempted in 
parts of Australia that today are remote mining 

regions with a FIFO workforce? Explain your 
answer using information from figures 2 and 4.

aPPLY
10 Research one soldier settlement area using 

the weblinks in your eBookPLUS. In your 
opinion, how successful was the scheme in 
populating a remote place?

11 Using the Soldier Settlement weblink in your 
ebookPLUS, explore the challenges faced 
by communities in FIFO locations. Suggest 
strategies to overcome the issues being faced 
and to promote local employment in the 
current FIFO mining locations.

iNvesTigaTe
12 How might people be encouraged to move 

from the coastal fringe to the more remote 
places of Australia? What could make you or 
your family move or relocate? Produce a short 
film, snappy slide show, or an advertising 
campaign that highlights the pull factors which 
might attract people to live in the more remote 
parts of Australia.

sparse thinly 
scattered or unevenly 
distributed; often 
used when referring 
to population density

Figure 6 Mining towns are purpose built and very isolated.

Task
Discover why people may live in remote places.

Preparation
• What do you understand by remote?
• Consider the challenge of getting an education when you 

live 300 kilometres from the nearest school?
• What would you like to ask a teacher of remote  

students?

Fieldwork
Use the Distance Education weblink in eBookPLUS to 
access the tourist sessions that run daily during school term. 
You will be able to talk with a teacher and to sit in a live 
session with the students. 

reflection
Prepare a Venn diagram to compare  
schooling in an urban place with  
schooling in a remote place.

Urban Remote
SCHOOLING

Focus oN FieLDwork

interactivity
remote living
Use this interactivity 
to explore remote 
areas Australians 
live in.
searchlight iD:  
int-3090
weblinks
•	 Soldier Settlement
•	 Distance  

Education
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 169

 Deepen your understanding of this topic 
with related case studies and questions. 

     Population of 
australia   

  8.7  What draws people 
to rural areas? 
 8.7.1 Regional relocation 
  Rural areas offer a change of lifestyle and opportunity to people moving away from large urban 
places. Regional centres offer a range of employment opportunities in primary industries such as 
farming, mining and forestry or in manufacturing and service industries. A ‘tree change’ may offer 
a more relaxed and affordable lifestyle.  

 In New South Wales, capital city residents and industries are off ered incentives to move to rural com-
munities. Seven local council areas have worked together to promote Albury, Armidale, Bathurst, 
Dubbo, Orange, Tamworth and Wagga Wagga as centres of Energy, Vision and Opportunity; that is 
EVOCITIES. Residents are attracted to a cheaper lifestyle and less stressful commute to work and 
school (see fi gure 1). Industries can access larger areas of land, a local workforce and fewer water 
restrictions. 

 Well-developed internet and mobile phone technology enables new residents to maintain 
 interconnections   with family, friends and workplaces. Some people choose to move to rural locations 
but continue to work at their existing workplace electronically, or commute occasionally.     

  Figure 1  Tree change lifestyle opportunity  
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170 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

8.7.2 Sustainable  
development
Evocity growth is being designed sustainably, 
while construction is environmentally sensitive 
to accommodate larger population numbers. 
The seven Evocity locations promote sustain-
able approaches to the supply of water, power 
and health services. Sixty-six per cent of Dubbo’s 
growth in 2014 came from residents registered 
through the Evocities program.

Figure 3 Solar power is a renewable source of energy. Figure 4 Water saving tanks for residential use

Figure 5 Connected and well-designed cycle ways

Figure 2 The location of 
Evocities NSW

Broken Hill

Wagga Wagga
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0 200 km400

Source: Museums and Galleries of New South Wales.
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 171

 8.7.3 Sense of community 
 Most rural towns have a strong sense of community. Albury city council constructed two wood fi red 
ovens in a centrally located, riverside park. Every second Sunday, Albury residents are invited to meet, 
learn, cook and share a meal together at this free activity (see fi gure 6) whilst Bathurst promotes a buy 
local campaign (fi gure 7).
Figure 6 Albury community wood fi red oven

Figure 7 Bathurst’s Buy 
Local campaign is designed to 
promote community.

iDeNTiFY
1 What is an Evocity?
2 Refer to fi gure 3 to name the Evocities located 

in New South Wales.

eXPlaiN
3 Suggest reasons for the development of 

Evocities in rural areas.
4 Suggest one Evocity location that would best 

suit your family’s circumstances.
5 Suggest reasons for this choice.
6 What concerns would you have about leaving 

your home to settle in this place?

iNVeSTigaTe
7 Use the internet to research the ways that new 

residents in your local area are welcomed into 
the community.

aPPlY
8 Figure 1 shows people holding a cartoon 

demonstrating reasons to locate to an Evocity. 
As illustrator for a local newspaper, prepare 
a series of cartoons to encourage people to 
move away from the coastal fringe to more 
remote places of Australia.

9 Produce a short fi lm, snappy slide show, 
infographic or an advertising campaign that 
highlights the pull factors which might attract 
people to live in more remote parts of Australia.

aCTiViTieS

c08WhereDoAustraliansLive.indd   171 08/10/16   11:19 am

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



172 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

iNvesTigaTiNg ToPograPHic MaPs

     8.8  What draws people to Griffith?
8.8.1 Griffith and surrounding region 
 A unique sense of place exists in this rural New South Wales town. Griffi th supports a growing 
population of more than 26  000 people, with large numbers of overseas born residents having 
arrived from parts of Italy and India. 

Around Griffi  th, water is directed into channels 
that run through the settlement and farming areas. 
A reliable water supply and available farmland 
attracted many settlers to this area after irrigation 
was introduced in 1912.   

 Griffi  th is located within rich farming lands of 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. Th e climate in 
this area is semi-arid (warm, with unreliable rain-
fall) and the area supports a variety of agricultural 
industries such as viticulture, fruit growing and 
rice production. Th e picking, processing and dis-
tribution of locally grown rural products provides 
employment and training opportunities for sea-
sonal workers and the local population during 
harvesting periods. 

8.9 Are rural 
communities sustainable?
To access this sub-topic, go to your eBookPLUS at www.jacplus.com.au. 

ONLINE ONLY

acTiviTies

1 Using the map key, copy the symbol for each 
of the following features into your notes.
a orchard or vineyard
b irrigation channel
c built up area.

2 What land use is found at:
a AR 1099?
b AR 1105?

3 What is the direction of the town of Widgelli 
(AR 2000) from Griffi th Airport (AR 1409)?

4 What is the direction of Yenda (AR 2509) from 
Widgelli (AR 2000)?

5 What man-made feature is found at: 
GR 180095?

6 What is the height of the land at: GR 091084?
7 Compare the pattern made by irrigation 

channels and natural waterways such as 
Mirrool Creek.

8 There are many farms in the Griffi th region, 
which means there are many people in the area 
to support shops, businesses, schools and 
cultural activities. However, in some parts of 

Australia, farms are very big and it is a long way 
to the nearest neighbours. Anna Creek, a beef 
cattle property in northern South Australia, is 
24  000 square kilometres (2  400  000 hectares). 
The property is in a semi-arid region of South 
Australia, where vegetation is sparse and the 
nearest town for supplies is 170 kilometres 
away.
a Use the scale to calculate the number of 

square kilometres covered by the map in 
fi gure 2.

b How does this compare to the single farm of 
Anna Creek?

c At which location, Anna Creek or Griffi th, 
could you most likely satisfy each of the 
following wishes: to play in a sport team 
every week, to regularly buy clothes, to 
collect data about lizards, to grow a lush 
lawn, to safely learn to drive, to have a private 
airstrip?

  Figure 1  Farms in the Griffi th area support businesses in the town.  
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 173

Figure 2 Topographic map extract of Griffith
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174 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

8.10 What are ‘lifestyle’ places?
8.10.1 Melbourne Docklands
A growing number of people are choosing to live in residential complexes that provide special 
access to shared recreational and community spaces. Many of these complexes are being built 
in locations that are undergoing change. During the 1990s, the healthy state of the growing 
Australian economy meant more people were earning higher incomes. This gave them access to a 
greater choice of lifestyles.

For some people, ‘lifestyle choice’ means escaping the rush of the modern urban society by choosing 
a sea change or tree change. For others, it means ‘downsizing’ into a smaller home, moving 
closer to the city centre, and its restaurants, cinemas and public transport. As a response to the 

large demand for this lifestyle, governments have been able 
to re-zone older industrial areas and to transform the land 
into a variety of lifestyle complexes. Such places offer the 
convenience of employment, residences, recreation and ser-
vices all in one location. They also change older industrial 
areas into more vibrant communities.

Planned development and lifestyle amenities
The Docklands development in Melbourne was designed 
to be the face of a new-look Melbourne: a new community 
identity of restaurants, entertainment and apartment living 
(see figure 1). Docklands is a suburb of Melbourne, located 
two kilometres west of the central business district (CBD). 
It has a population of over 5700 people. It was planned that 
Docklands would be a 24-hour city for visitors and local 
residents. It occupies 200 hectares — an area bigger than 
Melbourne’s central business district (which is about 175 
hectares).

The local residents of this 24-hour city rely on public 
transport, as few have cars (see table 1). Most residents are 
professionals (see table 2).
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Figure 1 The future by 2022 and beyond: Docklands 
Community and Place Plan

tree change the act 
of leaving a fast-paced 
urban life for a more 
relaxing lifestyle in a 
small country town, 
in the bush, or on the 
land as a farmer

sea change the act 
of leaving a fast-paced 
urban life for a more 
relaxing lifestyle in a 
small coastal town

Figure 2 Convenient access to restaurants
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Table 1 Number of cars per dwelling

Number of registered motor vehicles Docklands (%) Australia (%)
None 26.8  8.6
One motor vehicle 51.9 35.8
Two motor vehicles 16.2 36.1
Three or more vehicles  3.0 16.5
Number of motor vehicles not stated  2.0  3.0

Table 2 Selected occupations of people

Occupation Docklands (%) Australia (%)
Professionals 37.7 21.3
Managers 21.5 12.9
Community and personal service workers  6.5  9.7
Technicians and trade workers  5.7 14.2
Labourers  2.1  9.4
Machine operators and drivers  1.2  6.6

Figure 4 Shared community facilities

Figure 3 High-density living arrangements

The lifestyle complexes offer a more convenient lifestyle for busy people. Many of the lifestyle 
complexes being constructed in locations close to the city include a range of facilities such as gymna-
siums and swimming pools and provide security (figure 4). High-density living provides convenience 
but may result in a loss of privacy. In Rio de Janeiro (figure 5), lifestyle places, occupied by more 
affluent residents, contrast sharply with the shantytowns or favelas.
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176 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

Figure 5 A Rio de Janeiro lifestyle complex Figure 6 Security measures and restricted public 
access to lifestyle living areas

acTiviTies

eXPLaiN
1 Study fi gures 2 to 4. Identify the features in the 

photographs that indicate that the people living 
in these places have the resources to choose 
to live in such environments.

2 Create a cartoon that summarises the 
differences between a sea change and a tree 
change.

3 Refer to the two living spaces shown in 
fi gure 5.
a What similarities and differences can 

you see in the living spaces shown in 
fi gure 5?

b What factors lead to the differences evident 
in these two spaces?

4 Refer to table 1.
a Identify two key facts the table reveals about 

the number of cars Docklands residents 
have compared to the average for other 
Australian suburbs.

b Think of a reason to explain this.
5 Refer to table 2.

a Identify two key facts the table reveals 
about Docklands residents compared to the 
average for other Australian suburbs.

b Think of a reason to explain this.

6 Refer to fi gure 1. Which features (existing or 
proposed) would make Docklands a 24-hour 
suburb?

aPPLY
7 Use online resources to investigate 

the current state of the Docklands 
development in Melbourne. Identify 
the planned zones and features that are in 
operation and those that have been changed, 
removed or not built.

8 Based on your research, do you believe that 
the Docklands space provides an enjoyable 
lifestyle for the people who live there? Give 
reasons for your answer.

iNvesTigaTe
9 In groups of four, use a graphics software 

program to create a concept wheel that 
explores the meaning of the word lifestyle. 
Display all the wheels in a class electronic 
presentation.

10 As a class, compare and discuss the lifestyle 
wheels that you produced in question 9. 
Is there a common view of lifestyle that is 
representative of the whole class?

   8.11  Where is my place? 
8.11.1 The place I live in
  What is your neighbourhood or local place like? All of us live in a community, and these are often 
centred around the place where we live, go to school or work.  

  Teenagers have different types of local places that have special meaning for them, each one at 
a different scale: their bedroom, home and neighbourhood.  

 When you live in a neighbourhood, you become familiar with all the things that help to create the 
character of the place. Sometimes a neighbourhood is made up of people who have similar interests 
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 177

and beliefs, whether these be cultural, sporting, environmental or job-related. Other neighbourhoods 
have a mixture of people from diff erent backgrounds, creating a vibrant, multicultural community 
identity. Th e fact that Australian neighbourhoods can be so diff erent is what makes Australia such an 
interesting place to live in. 

 Neighbourhoods have always existed in Australia. Th e ‘country’ that is special to a particular group 
of Indigenous Australians is often based on language. Th ere are about 29 clan groupings within the 
environment  and  space  that the Sydney metropolitan area occupies today. Each tribe controlled a 
region that had defi nite boundaries (fi gure 1). Within each tribe, there were diff erent dialects that 
overlapped. Th ese dialects were spoken by diff erent clans — groups of related families. Th us, these 
nations saw, and often still see, their neighbourhood as the region in which people spoke the same 
language and had the same customs, such as marriage rituals. People were, and are, socially connected.

  Figure 1  The places belonging to the First Australians   
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178 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

8.11.2 Describing our neighbourhoods
Because nearly 90 per cent of Australians live in towns and cities, most people are likely to live in a 
street that is part of a suburb, town or city, and which itself is part of a state or territory. On the other 
hand, there are Australians who do not live in urban areas, but still live in their own communities that 
are just as distinctive as neighbourhoods in towns and cities. How can we describe where our local 
place is and what it is like? Sometimes, people try to use words to do this, but it is not an easy task. 
Geographers have no such trouble, however; they can use maps.

Figure 2 Mental map of Jayden’s local place (by Jayden)

mental map a 
drawing or map 
that contains our 
memory of the layout 
and distribution of 
features in a place

Figure 3 Mental map of Jayden’s local place (by Annette, 
Jayden’s mother)

acTiviTies

iDeNTiFY
1 Figures 2 and 3 show two mental maps of the 

same neighbourhood place. One is drawn by 
Jayden, a Year 7 boy, and the other is drawn by 
his mother. Compare the two maps by drawing 
up a table like the one below and filling in the 
spaces.

Features that 
are different

Features that 
are similar

Land use

Transport

Street layout

Relative sizes

Names of 
places

Other

eXPLaiN
2 Suggest reasons to explain the major similarities 

and differences between the maps drawn by 
Jayden and his mother. Think about factors 
such as age, duties during the day, transport 
and friendships.

aPPLY (icT)
3 Create a sketch map of your neighbourhood or 

local place. Locate your house in the centre of 
the sheet and work outwards from there. The 
map should be as detailed as possible. Include 
features such as:
• streets and their names
• houses of friends or family
• shops, parks, trees, post boxes, telephone 

poles, pedestrian crossings, railway lines 
and stations

• anything you can remember, but the map 
must be drawn from memory.

   Present the map using geographical rules 
(BOLTSS). Since you are not drawing the map 
to a scale, write ‘Not to scale’ in the correct 
position. Remember to use conventional 
colours and symbols as far as possible. 
Compare your mental map to an actual map of 
your neighbourhood.
a In what ways was your map accurate?
b Which features did you not mark on your 

map?
c Which parts of your neighbourhood did you 

know well and which did you not know well?
d Think of reasons to explain your answers 

to (c).

interactivity
How did they 
live here?
Use this 
interactivity to 
discover 
how Indigenous 
Australians 
survived in 
the Australian 
environment.
searchlight iD:  
int-3091

sketch map a simple 
labelled drawing 
of an area using a 
bird’s-eye view
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Chapter 8 Where do Australians live? 179

geoskills TooLBoX 

  Sketch maps 
 A sketch map is a simple, labelled drawing of an area using a birds-eye view. Figures 2 and 3 show 
Jayden’s neighbourhood. The sketch map is not supposed to record everything that you can see; it 
summarises the more important features of a  place.  

  8.12 SkillBuilder: Creating 
a sketch map
What is a sketch map?
A sketch map is a map drawn from an aerial photograph or 
developed during fi eld work that identifi es the main features of an 
area. Sketch maps are used to show the key elements of an area, 
so other more detailed characteristics are not shown.
 

eLesson
Watch this video to learn how 
to create a sketch map.

searchlight iD: eles-1661

interactivity
Try this interactivity to learn 
how to create a sketch map.

searchlight iD: int-3157

ONLINE ONLY

Price Shire

Source: 
Price Shire Council

fertile soil

hilly

river

floodplain

0 100

metres

   why do people choose to live here? 
     Preparation 
 Identify properties in an area that has real estate 
signs or advertisements promoting the selling 
points of the property. This may also be accessed 
by looking at Real Estate sites online. 
 Fieldwork 
 Record the points being promoted on a at least 
three signs. 
 What are the common selling points for properties 
selling in your chosen area? 
 Refl ection 
 Create your own sign (no more than 100 words) 
to promote the special features of a place of your 
choice. To communicate a sense of place, include 
an image. 

Focus oN FieLDwork
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180 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

8.13 Where would you like to live?
8.13.1 What makes this place so liveable?
Where is your favourite place in Australia? Have you been to a holiday paradise, one that you think 
would be the perfect place to live? Is the climate perfect, the scenery spectacular? Is it safe, fun 
and the place for adventure? Is this place in a city, in the wilderness or in the next street? Is it 
paradise because your friends or family live there or because of the natural or built environment?

Among the most popular and beautiful tourist destinations in Australia are the Great Barrier Reef, 
Uluru, Melbourne, Sydney, the Gold Coast, the Great Ocean Road, Monkey Mia, Kakadu, the 
 Tasmanian Wilderness, the Blue Mountains, Port Arthur, Byron Bay, Kangaroo Island and Ningaloo 
Reef. Many of these places have unique landscapes, located within naturally  stunning environments. 
Four of these are predominantly built environments: Sydney, Melbourne, the Gold Coast and Port 

Arthur. The remaining 11 places are 
best known for their natural, often 
remote, and almost wilderness envi-
ronments.

Some of these wonderful places 
are found in or close to cities and 
large towns; some have significant 
local populations; and some are quite 
remote. They are all places that attract 
large numbers of visitors every year. 
People come to see or experience an 
aspect of the local environment that 
brings them pleasure. These places are 
often perfect for a holiday but they 
may also be a place to live. Is it mostly 
the excitement of a big city, natural 
beauty, or some other factor that 
makes you decide which place is the 
most liveable?

1   Monkey Mia is an environment where you can experience natural wildlife by interacting with dolphins. Monkey 
Mia is located in Shark Bay on the coast of Western Australia, 850 kilometres north of Perth. For over 40 years, 
a small pod of dolphins has come ashore to connect with beachgoers. The Department of Environment and 
Conservation provides staff who supervise the feeding of fish to these dolphins each day. It is an unusual 
opportunity for people to see wild dolphins up close, quite near to the shore. Monkey Mia is a place of great 
natural beauty without a huge tourist resort attached. Most visitors camp. It is an important stop on the  
around-Australia tourist trail. Fewer than 800 residents currently live near the Monkey Mia Resort.

built environments  
a place that has 
been constructed or 
created by people

wilderness a natural 
place that has been 
almost untouched or 
unchanged by the 
actions of people
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2  Kangaroo Island is a place of natural beauty. It is Australia’s third largest island, found about 160 kilometres 
south of Adelaide. It is a wildlife lover’s paradise, being home to many native Australian animals in their natural 
habitats, including koalas, kangaroos, seals and penguins. It has remote, unspoiled beaches and interesting 
rocky outcrops. Although first settled in the late 1830s, its present population of over 4200 is the highest it has 
ever been. It was originally settled as a fishing and farming community but today is better known as a tourist 
destination.

3  Melbourne is the second-largest and most liveable city in Australia (2011 and 2014). It is the capital of Victoria 
and home to about 4.1 million residents. It is an attractive destination for tourists, who visit to enjoy its major 
sporting and cultural events, shopping, restaurants and theatre. Melbourne is located beside Port Phillip Bay 
and on the Yarra River. It is not a city known for its beautiful natural environment but it has become known for its 
distinctive laneways, bars and café culture.

liveable city a city 
that people want to 
live in, which is safe, 
well planned and 
prosperous and has a 
healthy environment
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182 Geoactive 1 NSW for the Australian Curriculum Stage 4

4  Sydney is a built environment in a beautiful setting and is Australia’s largest and oldest city. It is often called 
the ‘Harbour City’. Sydney is popular with both domestic and international tourists and is home to 4.6 million 
residents. It has many attractions, including restaurants, beautiful beaches, theatres, galleries and iconic 
landmarks. It has a beautiful natural environment with varied experiences provided by the built environment. 
This makes it an extremely popular destination for everyone.

5  Byron Bay is a beachside town in northern New South Wales, located 160 kilometres south of Brisbane. Byron 
Bay is a very relaxed place with a local community that includes many artists and retired hippies. It is an 
important surfing place, with easy access to offshore reefs and stunning beaches. It has become a popular 
place for ‘schoolies’ end-of-year celebrations. Byron Bay has a population of about 30  000 people, who rely 
heavily on tourism and agriculture for their income.
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acTiviTies

uNDersTaND
1 Brainstorm a list of the features of your most 

liveable place.
2 Is there a place in Australia that you have 

been to or heard about that is your most 
liveable place? Locate this place on a 
map and use images from the internet or 
magazines to explain how it fulfills your list of 
features from question 1 above.

eXPLaiN
3 Is your most liveable place in a natural or a 

built environment or a mixture of the two?
4 What would be the advantages and 

disadvantages of living in your most liveable 
place?

5 After reading the paragraphs numbered 1  
to 5 , which of these place is most similar 
to your most liveable place? Explain your 
answer.

aPPLY
6 If you were looking for a place to retire, which of 

the places in figure 1 would be best and why?
7 If you wished to work as a national park 

ranger, which of the places in figure 1 would 
be best and why?

8 If you were planning a career in the theatre, 
which of the places in figure 1 would be best 
and why?

9 If you wished to live in a relaxed coastal 
environment close to a capital city, which of 
the places in figure 1 would be best and why?

THiNk
10 Design a map of your most liveable place. 

Consider the natural and built environments; 
distance to a city, services, job and 
recreational opportunities; climate; and 
lifestyle. Annotate your map to explain why 
this is where you would like to live. Use 
the Nothing like Australia weblink in your 
eBookPLUS to help find your ideal location.

8.14 Review
To access this resource, go to your eBookPLUS at www.jacPLUS.com.au.

ONLINE ONLY

weblink
Nothing like Australia
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