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Dear Music Lovers, Educators, Enthusiasts,  
and Professionals: 

We’re very excited to present you with our very first 
For Dummies Music Catalog! For over two decades 
the For Dummies brand has been demystifying topics 
for millions of customers. 

The first For Dummies music title to roll off the press  
was actually two titles that published on the same 
day—Classical Music For Dummies and Opera For 
Dummies. Both were instant fan favorites and have 
been in publication since 1997. 

Our current playlist of music titles includes 
everything from our bestselling Guitar For Dummies, 
now in its 3rd Edition, to the ever-popular Music 
Theory For Dummies, also in a 3rd Edition.  We take 
great pride in finding authors with a passion for 
music and a gift for teaching.  Many titles come with 
bonus content created by our authors to further 
reinforce concepts in the book or product.  This 
content (such as video and audio) comes in the form 
of back-of-book media or an online landing page 
that is linked in the books and eBooks.

In addition to our traditional retail books, a growing 
area for the For Dummies brand is our list of licensed 
products; you can see examples on page 28.  These 
products present a powerful way to pair our brand 
with music products and services, and we are always 
looking for new ideas and partners. We’d love to hear 
from you! What products or topics would you like to 
see the For Dummies brand cover? Have a licensed 
product idea? Know someone that would be a terrific 
author? Let us know! 

Sincerely, 

David Lutton

dlutton@wiley.com

Music Lover and Music Category Editor
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Blues Guitar For Dummies
Jon Chappell
978-0-470-04920-4 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-05491-8
ePub: 978-1-118-05082-8
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-12405-5
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 

Blues Guitar For Dummies has everything 
you need to know about playing the blues. 
It provides a brief history of the origin of the 
style and defines the blues guitar sound and 
mood. Through instruction on proper (or 
not so proper) posture and expression, you’ll 
be getting down to the bedrock of blues in 
no time. Learn popular riffs, phrasing, how to hammer-on and pull-off in this 
comprehensive guide. Get inspired by some of the greatest blues musicians of 
all time and discover the differences between electric blues and acoustic blues 
and the accessories necessary for each. Included in this book is a bonus audio 
CD for you to play along with that will keep you on the right track. This book 
is intended for either beginner or intermediate players who want to explore this 
soulful style.     

CO
OL

 things COOL THINGS:

•  Teaches the different structures of blues songs including the 
12-bar blues, 8-bar blues, and rock blues, all of which have dis-
tinct rhythms and moods. 

 •  Teaches how to begin, change, and end your songs. Teaches 
you the tools you need for articulating your blues song through 
dynamics, vibrato, and bending notes. 

Getting Started Playing Guitar  
For Dummies, Enhanced Edition 
Mark Phillips & Jon Chappell
eBook Only • 100 pp.
eMobi: 978-1-118-13322-4
ePub: 978-1-118-13321-7
$14.99 • $17.99 • £8.99

In Getting Started Playing Guitar For Dum-
mies, Enhanced Edition you will understand all 
the basics of how to play the guitar. You will 
learn the anatomy of the guitar, how to prop-
erly hold it, and how to tune. This guide will 
set you up with the basics to understanding 
guitar notation aka tablature. From there you 
will learn different chords and melodies from 
the audio track that you can play along with. 
Another important feature of this book is the section on Keeping Your Gui-
tar Fit. Getting Started Playing Guitar For Dummies teaches you how to make 
small, basic repairs on your instrument and how to keep it clean. 

Classical Guitar For Dummies
Jon Chappell & Mark Phillips
978-0-470-46470-0 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-54155-5
ePub: 978-0-470-54156-2
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-54154-8
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 

The interesting thing about the classical 
guitar is that it was not first created as a solo 
instrument. It was not until the 19th century 
that it broke out of its accompaniment role 
and took center stage. In Classical Guitar For 
Dummies, find out what makes this nylon 
stringed instrument so different and unique 
compared to its close relative the acoustic guitar. Forget Van Halen, he’s no 
match for Bach, Mendelssohn, and Segovia, the original kings of strings. 
Learn how to read music and tablature, the proper posture, and tuning for 
this sensitive instrument.  Master important basics such as arpeggios, scales, 
and different positions. Add flair to your sound with harmonics, vibrato, and 
tremolos. With this book you have the opportunity to play some of the greatest 
pieces ever written for classical guitar by some of the greatest composers.  Play 
along with exercises and pieces on the audio CD.  If you are serious about the 
classical guitar, then Classical Guitar For Dummies will give you your start to 
becoming a classically trained musician. 

Guitar Amps & Effects For 
Dummies
Dave Hunter
978-1-118-89999-1 • 336 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
ePub: 978-1-119-90000-0
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-90001-7
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

Whether amateur or pro, guitarists live for 
the ultimate sound. Guitar Amps & Effects 
For Dummies provides the information 
and instruction you need to discover that 
sound and make it your own! 

Amps and effects are the unsung heroes of 
guitar music. While most people recognize 
the more psychedelic effects, many don’t realize that effects are often respon-
sible for the unique quality of tone that can become a musician’s trademark. 
Certain effects work on the volume or signal level, others work on the envi-
ronment, and still others work on the bass and treble content. Guitar Amps 
& Effects For Dummies covers them all and shows how effects can not only 
add something extra, but also “fix” problematic areas. Topics include:

• Gain-based effects, like distortion, compression, volume pedals, and gates

• Tone-based effects, including graphic and parametric EQ, and the wah-
wah pedal

• Modulation effects, like the flanger, phase shifter, and tremolo

• Ambience effects, including reverb and delay

The journey to incredible guitar music never ends. No matter how experi-
enced you are with a guitar, there is always room for improvement to your 
tone and sound. Whether you’re looking for the sound of angels or thunder, 
Guitar Amps & Effects For Dummies will help you achieve the music you 
hear in your dreams.

Journalist and musician Dave Hunter, through books, magazines, 
television, and radio, has made a career out of explaining, in layman’s 
terms, the complex relationships between guitars and amp tone and the 
technology that creates it.  He has authored or co-authored dozens of 
books on guitar topics, a monthly column in Guitar Player magazine, and 
is considered a top authority on amps and effects.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT

GUITAR

E N H A N C E D  E D I T I O N

Play along with the 

audio and video clips

Getting Started 
Playing Guitar 

• How to hold and tune the guitar 
and position your hands

• To play chords, melodies, 
and full-length songs

• Proper care for your 
instrument

Learn:

Mark Phillips
Director of Music, Cherry Lane Music

Jon Chappell
Award-winning guitarist and author
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Guitar All-in-One For Dummies, 
2nd Edition
Jon Chappell, Mark Phillips, Desi Serna
978-1-118-87202-4 • 648 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
ePub: 978-1-118-87210-9
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-87206-2
$34.99 • $39.99 • £24.99

Guitar All-In-One For Dummies offers a 
comprehensive guide to everything guitar. 
This book contains 7 minibooks of con-
tent from 6 For Dummies titles: Guitar For 
Dummies, Guitar Theory For Dummies, 
Guitar Exercises For Dummies, Rock Guitar 
For Dummies, Blues Guitar For Dummies, 
and Classical Guitar For Dummies. Whether you are a beginner or advanced 
player, this how-to guide will educate and refresh you on different guitar 
styles and techniques. 

For the beginners, learn basic guitar anatomy and how to read music and 
tablature. For our more advanced players, perfect your stroke technique, and 
so much more.

Guitar All-In-One For Dummies includes access to audio tracks and instruc-
tional videos to guide you through the lessons and inspire you to play often, 
which is the number-one key to success. You get advice and instruction 
from some of the most respected guitar teachers in the business, plus online 
resources, for less than the cost of a single lesson. Guitar All-In-One For 
Dummies is the key to bringing your music to life.

Guitar Exercises For Dummies
Mark Phillips & Jon Chappell
978-0-470-38766-5 • 240 pp. • 8-1/4 x 10-7/8
eMobi: 978-0-470-48401-2
ePub: 978-0-470-48402-9
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-47299-6
$22.99 • $27.99 • £15.99 

With more than 300 exercises in various keys, 
positions, and rhythms, Guitar Exercises For 
Dummies explains how to practice and help 
to sharpen your playing skills. With tips and 
advice on better posture, this guide book will 
have you playing faster, longer and more accu-
rate. Included are numerous scale and arpeggio 
sequences along with a multitude of recognizable performance pieces. 

Play along with the bonus CD that contains selected exercises from each chap-
ter, every performance piece, and much more. 

Guitar Chords For Dummies 
Antoine Polin
978-0-470-66603-6 • 384 pp. • 5-1/2 x 7-1/2
eMobi: 978-0-470-66655-5
ePub: 978-0-470-66656-2
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-66657-9
$16.99 • $19.99 • £9.99

Guitar Chords For Dummies provides 
every guitarist from beginner to advanced 
with what they need to know to form 
any chord in any chord family. Not only 
does this guide provide guitarists with 
detailed descriptions and pictures of over 
600 chords, but it also educates you on 
the music theory of how the chords are formed. This compact book makes 
it quick and easy to find the chord that you want. As an added bonus, this 
wire bound book lays flat so that both your hands can be strumming along 
without having to hold the book open. 

Guitar For Dummies, 3rd Edition
Mark Phillips & Jon Chappell
978-1-118-11554-1 • 408 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-26250-4
ePub: 978-1-118-23758-8
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-22429-8
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 

Guitar For Dummies will take you from beginner 
to rock star in no time. Or, if you don’t want 
to be a rock star, you’ll be a hipster sensation. 
Impress your friends with new skills that will 
have them begging for more. (OR: Never annoy 
your friends again with senseless strumming)

Learn the basics of reading music, tablature, and 
strumming techniques. Play along with the enclosed DVD to make sure you are on 
the right track. Your fingers may hurt at first when pushing on those strings, but 
give it some time to build up those calluses and keep picking (or plucking) along. 

Advance to different guitar styles. This book features several styles including 
rock, blues, folk, classical, and jazz. 

Ready to purchase a guitar of your very own? This how-to guide will take you 
through the buying process, helping you to select the right model to match 
your style.  Which brand fits your needs? No problem, we’ve got you covered.

Need some motivation? Be inspired by some of the greatest guitarists and songs 
of all time.

Antione Polin was born in Paris and studied 
music at Berklee College of Music in Boston. 
He is a professional guitarist, and he teaches 
jazz guitar, harmony, and conducting at the 
Jazz á Tours school.

ABOUT OUR AUTHOR

Mark Phillips is a guitarist, arranger, and editor 
with more than 30 years in the music publishing 
field. He acquired his master’s degree in music 
theory from Northwestern University. During the 
‘70s and’80s he served as the director of Popular 
Music at Warner Bros. He is now director of music 
and publications at Cherry Lane Music.
Jon Chappell is a multi-style guitarist, transcriber, 
and arranger. He received his master’s degree in 
composition from DePaul University. He has played 
and recorded with acclaimed musicians such as Pat 
Benatar, Judy Collins, Graham Nash, and Gunther 
Schuller. Chappell is also author of Rock Guitar For 
Dummies and Blues Guitar For Dummies.

ABOUT OUR AUTHORS

GUITAR

Mark Phillips
Guitarist, arranger, and author

Jon Chappell
Author of Guitar Exercises For Dummies

Learn to:
Strum basic chords  
and simple melodies

Tune, change strings,  
and make simple repairs

Expand your range with  
advanced techniques

Play along with the  
interactive DVD 

Guitar
3rd Edition

Making Everything Easier!™
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Rock Guitar For 
Dummies
Jon Chappell & Carl Verheyen
978-0-764-55356-1 • 384 pp. • 
7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-07128-1
ePub: 978-1-118-06960-8
$24.99 • $29.99 • £19.99

Rock Guitar For Dummies 
is the how-to guide on 
mastering the electrifying 
art of rock ‘n’ roll. Learn 
the parts of the guitar and 
the essential accessories you 
need before you can jam. This beginner’s guide sets you up 
for success with advice on how to hold your guitar, tune up, 
and strum out. Learn the chords and rhythms you need to 
play your favorite songs. Learn how to take the lead in your 
band as the lead guitarist. Learn how to express yourself with 
intricate guitar techniques such as hammer-ons, pull-offs, 
slides, and more. Learn the history of rock ‘n’ roll since its 
inception. From the early years to the golden age of classic 
rock, this genre has built on itself fusing and diverging into 
different styles. Crazy for heavy metal? Learn some of the 
riffs that helped to develop this distorted style. Want to stand 
out? With so many makes and models of guitar, it’s easy to 
choose one that best suits your style. 

Guitar Theory For Dummies
Desi Serna
978-1-118-64677-9 • 312 pp. • 8-1/4 x 10-7/8
eMobi: 978-1-118-64703-5
ePub: 978-1-118-64693-9
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-64687-8
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99

Scales aren’t so bad. Neither are chord progressions. Become 
the master of guitar theory in Guitar Theory for Dummies. 
Get to know music inside out through identifying tonics, 
keys, and modes.  Apply these techniques to well-known 
songs. Pictures of chords greatly assist the budding music the-
orist.  From Lenny Kravitz’s  “American Woman” to “Yellow 
Ledbetter” by Pearl Jam, you will be using your pentatonic 
scales without even noticing it. Guitar Theory For Dummies will show you how to play the 
blues and many other songs worth learning. 

Guitar Theory For Dummies includes access to audio tracks and instructional videos to help 
you learn and understand guitar theory and start jamming faster.

CO
OL

 things REALLY COOL THING:

Playing Pentatonic Scale Songs p.185

Hear It From The Author!

http://www.amazon.com/gp/mpd/permalink/m1VLGHS6GNQZ2R/
ref=ent_fb_link 

Desi Serna, hailed as a “music theory expert” by Rolling 
Stone, is a guitar player and teacher with over 10,000 hours 
of experience providing private guitar lessons and classes. 
He owns and operates one of the most popular guitar theory 
sites on the Web, guitar-music-theory.com.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Guitar Songs and Styles For Dummies, Enhanced 
Edition 
Mark Phillips & Jon Chappell
eBook Only • 100 pp.
eMobi: 978-1-118-13324-8
ePub: 978-1-118-13324-8
$14.99 • $17.99 • £8.99 

Guitar Songs and Styles For Dummies sets up the aspiring guitarist 
with the proper tools to play any style. With special articulation 
techniques such as hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides and bends, 
you will be varying your sound with ease and accuracy. In Chap-
ter 3 of this guide, you will learn the how-to’s of channeling rock 
rhythm guitar, singling out lead guitar, modern rock, and playing 
songs in the rock style. When learning the blues, you will discover 
the difference between electric blues and acoustic blues. If folk is more your style, learn to 
finger pick like a regular John Fahey. Or if classical really gets you going, develop the pos-
ture and intricate skills of a classically trained musician. Guitar Songs and Styles rolls the best 
techniques and songs of each style into one simple and cohesive book. Learn them all and 
develop a unique and well-rounded repertoire.  

E N H A N C E D  E D I T I O N

Guitar Songs  
& Styles

•	How	to	make	your	guitar	talk	
with	hammer-ons,	slides,		
string-bends,	and	more!

•	How	to	play	classic	and	modern	
rock,	acoustic	and	electric	blues,	
folk	songs,	and	classical	style

•	Fingerstyle	and	other	picking	
techniques

Learn:

Mark	Phillips
Director of Music, Cherry Lane Music

Jon	Chappell
Award-winning guitarist and author

Play along with the  

audio and video clips “Have a blast 

learning the guitar!” Michael Molenda, Guitar Player magazine

Rock Guitar 

Jon Chappell
Award-winning guitarist and co-author of 
Guitar For Dummies 

foreword by Carl Verheyen, multimedia guitar
instructor and lead guitarist for Supertramp

Jon Chappell
Award-winning guitarist and co-author of 
Guitar For Dummies 

foreword by Carl Verheyen, multimedia guitar
instructor and lead guitarist for Supertramp

A Reference for the Rest of Us!™

FREE daily eTips at
dummies.com

Bonus CD Includes:

� Lead-guitar riffs

� Rhythm-guitar

styles

Bonus CD Includes:

� Lead-guitar riffs

� Rhythm-guitar

styles
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Bass Guitar For Dummies, 3rd 
Edition
Patrick Pfeiffer
978-1-118-74880-0 • 408 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-74897-8
ePub: 978-1-118-74874-9
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-74894-7
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

In Bass Guitar For Dummies, learn everything 
it takes to master the bass. As the backbone of 
the beat, you are the glue that holds the music 
together. Learn how to read music, tablature 
and, chords. Rhythm and timing is the key to 
every song so view video demonstrations and 
listen to audio tracks online to keep you on track. Develop your own sense of 
style and learn to improvise using proper scales. It may not be easy at first, but 
as the saying goes, practice makes perfect. Learn how the bass took center stage 
for the first time in the 1950s, and earn the confidence to do so for yourself. 
Rock just as hard as the guitar while having your beat felt as well as heard. 
Learn how to choose a bass that’s right for you and know how to properly take 
care of it. Companion audio tracks and video lessons help readers to master the 
bass-ics and groove like a pro. 

Bass Guitar Exercises For Dummies
Patrick Pfeiffer
978-0-470-64722-6 • 216 pp. • 8-1/4 x 10-7/8
eMobi: 978-0-470-93418-0
ePub: 978-0-470-93419-7
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-93416-6
$22.99 • $27.99 • £15.99

Bass Guitar For Dummies is meant to exercise 
and refresh the budding bassist to perfection. 
Learn proper posture and helpful warm up tech-
niques. Practice unique scales that segue into 
intricate grooves. Learn the different elements 
of a bass groove from the groove skeleton to the 
groove tail. Most importantly, learn how to turn 
your exercises and practice sessions into music. Accumulate a good repertoire of 
genres from country to metal, and funk to reggae. With over 300 chords and 
exercises, you will be on our way to bass stardom in no time. 

Banjo For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Bill Evans
978-1-118-74633-2 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-74630-1
ePub: 978-1-118-74625-7
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-74629-5
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

Banjo For Dummies provides the reader 
with all the knowledge one could need to 
begin to play the banjo. Learn all the basics 
from tuning, fretting, and strumming to 
reading tablature and playing your first 
banjo tunes. Explore the popular bluegrass 
and clawhammer styles, and discover the 
unique and unexpected African and minstrel styles. Learn how to play with 
others in jam sessions and get advice on how to choose the right banjo for 
you. Companion audio tracks and video lessons help cement the concepts 
readers gain during their reading.

CO
OL

 things REALLY COOL THING:

There are all sorts of banjos. A few novelty items are mandolin 
banjos and guitar banjos. The mandolin banjo has the body  

 of a banjo but the neck of a mandolin and can be easily played 
by violinists. The guitar banjo has the neck of a guitar with a banjo body 
and can be easily played by guitarists who want that banjo sound without 
much effort. 

Many musicians at one time or another will need to bring their instruments 
with them on flights and this provides great suggestions on how to ensure 
that your banjo is allowed as a carry on. 

Bill Evans is a performer, teacher, composer, and 
an internationally recognized five string banjo 
player. He has instructed thousands of banjo 
students from around the world and performed 
on stages throughout North America, Europe, and 
Japan. 

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

“The banjoist has a world view shared by a 
precious few. It shows in the breadth of his own 
bluegrass playing and, especially, through his 
composing. Evans infuses his work with hints of 
jazz, classical and music of other realms, all fitting 
snuggly into his conception of the bluegrass 
sound. ” 
—David Royko, The Chicago Tribune 

“One of the best banjo pickers on the planet.” 
—Mark Wittington, San Jose Mercury News, Jan. 2006

PRAISE FOR BILL EVANS

Patrick Pfeiffer is a professional bassist, composer, 
clinician, author, and bass educator in New York 
City. His former clients include Adam Clayton of 
U2, Jean-Louis Locas of Cirque du Soleil, and Alec 
Such of Bon Jovi. Other clients include Polygram 
Records, Artista Records, and Red Ant Records, in 
which he helped to prepare signed guitarists for 
tours and recordings.  

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Bill Evans
Professional banjo player and instructor

Get started with chords and basic
picking patterns

Explore bluegrass and clawhammer
banjo styles

Have fun playing with others in jam 
sessions

Find a great banjo and get the
accessories you need

View video demonstrations and 
listen to audio tracks online

Banjo
™

Patrick Pfeiffer
Professional bassist, composer, and bass coach

• Master scales, chords, and arpeggios through 
300 bass guitar exercises

• Grasp finger and hand position

• Refine tempo, time signature, phrasing, 
and dynamics

           Play along with the accompanying CD

Learn to:

Bass Guitar 
Exercises

Making Everything Easier!™

STRINGS
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Mandolin For Dummies 
Don Julin
978-1-119-94276-4 • 396 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-119-94398-3
ePub: 978-1-119-94397-6
Adobe PDF: 978-1-119-94396-9
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99

Select the right mandolin and accessories:

Receive advice on where and how you 
should select your instrument. Learn how 
to restring your mandolin; step by step pic-
tures are provided. 

Master various chords and picking 
patterns:

Learn proper picking technique and practice numerous chords. With songs 
and exercises written in both musical notation and tablature, you won’t need 
to know how to read music to become a great mandolin player. These basic 
skills will set you up for all styles of music including Irish, blues, swing, jazz, 
bluegrass, and old-time music. There is a section devoted to each of these 
styles providing songs or exercises in that style. By the end of each section, 
you will truly feel immersed in that style. 

Mandolin Exercises For Dummies 
Don Julin
978-1-118-76953-9 • 256 pp. • 8 x 10
eMobi: 978-1-118-76950-8
ePub: 978-1-118-76952-2
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-76949-2
$22.99 • $27.99 • £16.99

Mandolin Exercises For Dummies will have you 
playing the like a pro in no time. It provides 
you with every skill that you would need to 
know in order to succeed as a mandolinist. 
Whether you are a complete beginner or have 
played the mandolin for a while, this how-to 
guide will help you kick your mandolin skills 
up a notch. Even seasoned professionals can get lazy about their mandolin 
posture, so learn how to hold your mandolin right the first time. Learn how to 
master the scales that will help you later down the line. When you are asked 
to play some speedy bluegrass or honkytonk tunes, you will know what to do. 
Arpeggios are found in almost every style of music imaginable, so take some 
time and hunker down with the exercises that will have you playing like a star. 
Ready to take on the world of chords? This volume will outfit you with numer-
ous easy-to-read chord diagrams and charts. 

Fiddle For Dummies
Michael Sanchez
978-1-118-93022-9 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
ePub: 978-1-118-93023-6
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-93024-3
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

Tackling a new instrument can be intimidat-
ing, but with this easy-to-use guide, you’ll 
have no trouble at all! From selecting, tuning, 
and caring for your fiddle to mastering various 
music styles, Fiddle For Dummies walks you 
step-by-step through everything you need 
to start playing the fiddle like a pro. You’ll 
discover how to hold a fiddle, master funda-
mental techniques, and take your skills to the next level. This title also features 
companion audio tracks and instructional video clips hosted online at Dum-
mies.com to help further enhance your skills.

The fiddle is a popular instrument across many continents and is a favorite for 
many because it is small and portable. Playing the fiddle can expose you to a 
range of musical styles from all over the world such as Irish, Scottish, Celtic/
Cape Breton, country, folk, bluegrass, and more. Plus, if you’re already a violin 
player, you’ll impress yourself and fellow musicians as you unlock your instru-
ment to open up a whole new world of sounds.

• Learn fiddle techniques and fundamentals

• Select, tune, and care for your fiddle

• Join the folk instrument movement and master the fiddle

• Play fiddle music from all over the world

Whether you’re a complete beginner or a violin player looking to branch out 
and try something new, Fiddle For Dummies will have you fit as a fiddle in  
no time.

Don Julin is involved in all things mandolin. For 
over 30 years, he has been playing, teaching,  
and composing pieces for the mandolin. He 
writes for several mandolin websites as well as 
maintaining his own website www.donjulin.com.  
As an instructor, Julin teaches lessons via Skype 
or in person and also teaches workshops and 
master classes for the mandolin. His original 
compositions have been used on numerous 
television networks including HBO, MTV, VH1, 
NBC, Showtime, Bravo, and many more.   

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

STRINGS
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Ukulele For Dummies 
Alistair Wood
978-0-470-97799-6 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-97910-5
ePub: 978-0-470-97911-2
Adobe PDF: 978-1-119-99181-6
$24.99 • $29.99 • £15.99

If you choose to play the ukulele you are 
now a part of the ukulele revival. In Ukulele 
For Dummies, not only will you learn how to 
spell this commonly misspelled and unknow-
ingly mispronounced musical instrument, but 
you will also discover the joy of playing your 
first ukulele chords and songs within minutes. 
Learn how to strum and finger-pick, picking up some solo techniques along 
the way. From there you will be instructed on the different genres and styles 
you can play. Who knew that it was possible to rock out with your uke! The 
Who, Queen, Pearl Jam, The Smashing Pumpkins, and George Harrison have 
all used the ukulele in their songs at one point or another. The best part about 
playing the uke is that it is so easy to be creative. 

CO
OL

 things REALLY COOL THING:

Ten Ways to Get Involved in the Ukulele Scene—There are so 
many ways to get involved. Entering a contest, going to a ukulele 
festival, seeing a show (Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLgJ7pk0X-s) 

Ukulele Exercises  
For Dummies 
Brett McQueen & Alistair Wood
978-1-118-50685-1 • 252 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-50693-6
ePub: 978-1-118-50694-3
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-50691-2
$22.99 • $27.99 • £14.99

With hundreds of drills, practice tunes, and 
exercises, Ukulele Exercises For Dummies 
will help you to improve your playing in no 
time. Learn how to limber up your body 
before you begin to play. Build a repertoire 
of strumming patterns, examine new finger-
picking techniques, and improve your solo skills. Take on major and minor 
skills with no fear, and learn how to improvise while you play. Take some 
risks and play in front of an audience. Learn what it takes to quiet those 
nerves and become a better performer; just don’t forget to breathe. Ukulele 
Exercises for Dummies will take the reader from ukulele zero to ukulele hero 
in no time!

Brett McQueen has been playing ukulele since 
he was six and his grandfather taught him the 
famous tune “I’ve been working on the railroad.” 
In 2010 he created the website UkuleleTricks.com  
which has had over 6 million views since its 
inception. He is the author of Your First Ukulele 
Lesson and Then Some which has instructed over 
30,000 people.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Alistair Wood
Founder of ukulelehunt.com

Learn to:
• Play the ukulele right away – no

experience required

• Master various chords and 
strumming patterns 

• Play rock, punk, blues, reggae
and standards 

Stretch your skills with the 
bonus CD

Ukulele
Making Everything Easier!™

Alistair Wood is a ukulele enthusiast, arranger, 
and writer. At the age of 16, Wood bought his first 
ukulele at a music shop on a whim. In 2007, he 
launched the incredible website UkuleleHunt.com 
 which has since become the online hub of the 
ukulele scene attracting over 6 million viewers. (He 
really is an interesting personality. He’s a little bit 
vulgar, doesn’t get along with authority, and is not 
a team player. But he really likes Wiley!)

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

STRINGS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLgJ7pk0X-s
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Violin For Dummies,  
2nd Edition 
Katharine Rapoport
978-1-118-27359-3 • 432 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-27959-5
ePub: 978-1-118-27960-1
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-27958-8
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99
(Third Edition coming April 2015)

Violin For Dummies is a must-have for all 
aspiring violinists. This volume teaches all 
the basics for the beginner as well as helpful 
tips for advanced students and teachers. 
Rapoport details all of the most important 
techniques that the beginner must learn in order to achieve a successful 
sound. Learn how to get a grip on your violin, experiment with vibrato, and 
add zest to your playing with tremolo.  

From pizzicato to pitch pipes to Pachelbel, this step-by-step guide will take 
your into the world of violin and will have you playing like a pro in no 
time. Learn how to read music and translate it into classical, country, jazz, 
or gypsy tunes. Understand and appreciate the importance of scales, and 
learn how they are incorporated into your music. Discover how to choose 
the right violin and bow for you and how to properly take care of it. 

Ukulele in a Day  
For Dummies 
Alistair Wood
eBook Only • 72 pp.
eMobi: 978-1-118-38035-2
ePub: 978-1-118-38036-9
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-38037-6
$4.99 • $5.99 • £4.99

Ukulele in a Day For Dummies is the no-nonsense 
guide to getting started with the ukulele. This 
book breaks down the ukulele in simple, easy to 
read instructions; you will be playing your first 
song before you finish reading the book. Learn 
the proper way to hold your ukulele and how to 
pick and strum. You will learn how to play music without reading music! 
Instead of teaching you to read musical notation, this book will educate you 
on chords and ukulele tablature.  After getting a handle on the uke basics, 
this book offers up great suggestions of how to get involved in the ukulele 
community. Go to a festival, join a uke club, or venture into the online 
community. 

Ukulele

Alistair Wood

Katherine Rapoport is an accomplished violinist, 
violist, and instructor. Rapoport received her MA 
from Cambridge University and a Certificate of 
Advanced Studies in Violin from the Guildhall 
School of Music, London. She has taught at the 
Faculty of Music at the University of Toronto since 
1996 and at the Royal Conservatory of Music since 
1983. Her former students have gone on to play 
in the Boston Symphony, New World Symphony, 
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony, Orchestra 
London, and many more across England, Europe, 
and the USA.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Katharine Rapoport

Learn to:
• Hold, tune, and play your violin

• Understand musical notation, rhythm, 
and harmony

• Play popular classical, jazz, 
gypsy, and fiddle tunes

Audio and video samples and 
tutorials on the companion CD

Violin
2nd Edition

Making Everything Easier!™

STRINGS
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Piano For Dummies, 3rd Edition
Hal Leonard & Adam Perlmutter
978-1-118-90005-5 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
ePub: 978-1-118-90006-2
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-90007-9
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

Piano For Dummies is the all-inclusive how-to 
guide for the aspiring pianist. If you are com-
pletely new to the piano or wish to rekindle 
a past hobby, then Piano For Dummies is for 
you. This book will teach you all the essentials 
of how to play the piano. Discover the differ-
ent types of keyboards that all have a unique 
sound and purpose including the piano, 
harpsichord, pipe organ, and electric keyboard. Learn how to read music in the 
simplest of terms. Discover how to translate what you read on the page into 
music played by your fingers. Piano For Dummies will not only show you the 
ins and outs of melody and harmony, but it will also show how to dress up 
your playing with dynamics and different styles. 

Piano For Dummies includes online video and audio content to further 
enhance its instructional value to aspiring pianists.  A great piano player is 
always the life of the party and in high demand. If you’re looking to become 
one with the “88,” this is the resource you want!

Piano Exercises For Dummies
David Pearl
978-0-470-38765-8 • 240 pp. • 8-1/4 x 10-7/8
eMobi: 978-0-470-45110-6
ePub: 978-0-470-45153-3
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-45152-6
$22.99 • $27.99 • £15.99 

With more than 150 exercises, tips, and 
explanations, Piano Exercises For Dummies 
will help you to gain a better understanding 
of your mental and physical approach to 
the piano. Learn some simple exercises you 
can use to limber up your mind and body. 
This volume will teach you how to develop a 
strong, supple, and speedy hand through shifting exercises, scales, and tips on 
playing chords. Work on adding movement to your playing as you jump from 
one end of the piano to the other. Learn how to weave your fingers in and out 
of each other as you practice hand and arm crossovers and position changes. 
Learn how to read ahead in the music so you can prepare and guide yourself 
through tricky passages. Test how much you have learned by playing the per-
formance piece at the end of each chapter. Play along with the included CD to 
ensure that you are on the right track.  

Piano and Keyboard All-in-One 
For Dummies
Holly Day, Jerry Kovarksy, David Pearl,
Michael Pilhofer
978-1-118-83742-9 • 648 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
ePub: 978-1-118-83756-6
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-83744-3 
$34.99 • $41.99 • £24.99

Piano & Keyboard All-In-One has every-
thing you need to go from beginner to 
advanced pianist in no time. This volume 
contains the best of Piano For Dummies, 
Piano Exercises For Dummies, Keyboard For 
Dummies, and Music Theory For Dummies 
making it the one stop shop for virtually all piano enthusiasts. Learn what 
it takes to get started with the piano and keyboard, how to select the right 
instrument for you, and great tips on how to get comfy with your posture. 
Navigate the ins and outs of reading music, rhythm, and tempo. Educate 
yourself with some music theory and put your new knowledge to the test. 
Practice different exercises and learn new performance pieces. Expand your 
repertoire of scales and learn how to put them to practical use in your play-
ing. Explore the electronic keyboard and learn how to record and edit your 
sounds using music software. 

Keyboard For Dummies
Jerry Kovarsky
978-1-118-70549-0 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-70731-9
ePub: 978-1-118-70566-7
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-70563-6
$24.99 • $16.99 • £29.99

In Keyboard For Dummies, discover every-
thing there is to know about the keyboard. 
With this uniquely versatile instrument, 
you can learn how to create sounds that 
are as complex as a symphony or just 
enjoy the simplicity of the classic piano. 
This volume gives great advice on how to 
select a keyboard that is right for you. Variables such as touch sensitivity, key 
weight, and digital features are important factors to take into consideration 
when selecting a keyboard. Discover how to make sense of musical notation 
or find out if ear training would better suit your purposes. Learn how to 
use effects, create layers of sound, and record your songs on the keyboard. 
Create a band on your keyboard using instrumental sound effects and back 
beats, and learn how to record and edit your songs. Play along with your 
keyboard’s built-in recordings. 

Jerry Kovarsky is a musician, technologist, 
product developer, brand manager, and expert 
of musical keyboards. With over thirty years in 
the music product industry, Kovarsky has helped 
Casio, Ensoniq, and Korg achieve legendary 
success. Kovarsky now lives in Maui and writes a 
monthly column for Keyboard Magazine.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

“David Pearl is the author of The Art of Steely Dan 
and Color Your Chords. His other books include Burt 
Bacharach Piano Solos, jazz transcriptions of artists 
such as Grover Washington, Jr. and Dave Douglas, 
and arrangements of jazz tunes, classical pieces, 
and opera arias for piano. He has taught piano and 
performed jazz and classical music professionally for 
more than 30 years.” (From back cover)

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

PIANO & KEYBOARD
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WOODWIND, BRASS, & PERCUSSION 

Flute For Dummies
Karen Evans Moratz
978-0-470-48445-6 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-59560-2
ePub: 978-0-470-59580-0
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-59579-4
$21.99 • $25.99 • £16.99 

Flute For Dummies is the ultimate guide for 
everything flute. Learn a brief history of the flute, 
the parts of it, and what it’s made of. Before you 
begin playing your flute, take a bit of time to 
understand the basic breathing exercises you will 
need to know in order to produce sounds out 
of your instrument. Learn basic music notation 
and techniques that will help with articulation and dynamics. Practice the exercises 
provided, and utilize the provided CD to keep yourself on the right track. Discover 
how to get involved with flute organizations and ensembles. With the flute being 
a woodwind instrument that is constantly being blown into, it’s very important to 
clean it regularly as moisture will begin to build up and change the sound of your 
flute.  Learn the bad habits of flute players to avoid at all costs. 

Drums For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Jeff Strong
978-0-471-79411-0 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-19817-9
ePub: 978-1-118-06861-8
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-08793-0
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 

Drums For Dummies is the go-to guide for all 
aspiring drummers. Explore all parts of the 
drum and how it works. Delve into the history 
of the drum and unique types from across the 
globe. Discover the importance of rhythm and 
tempo for the drums. Master several drumming 
techniques with different drum strokes, rolls, 
brushes, taps, and snaps. Learn how to set up your own drum set by positioning 
the drums, pedals, and cymbals. Master all of the basic beats and learn how to 
dress them up with fills and syncopation. With the drums, you can play almost 
any style of music. With Drums For Dummies you will acquire a working knowl-
edge of the rock ‘n’ roll, jazz, blues, R&B, funk, and Caribbean styles. In chapter 
11, you will get up close and personal with the styles of Kenny Aronoff, Travis 
Barker, Carter Beauford, John Bonham, Dave Grohl, Jeff Porcaro, and Spug. 
Drums For Dummies encourages you to incorporate other percussion instruments 
to music for variety and fun. Get great tips and advice on how to select the drum 
set that is right for you.

Clarinet For Dummies
David Etheridge
978-0-470-58477-4 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-87531-5
ePub: 978-0-470-87533-9
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-87530-8
$21.99 • $25.99 • £16.99

Clarinet For Dummies is a complete 
how-to guide for everything clarinet. 
Learn the basics of the clarinet such as 
how its sound is produced and how to 
assemble it. Take a tour through the 
different types of clarinets and discover 
what makes each one unique. Next you 
will find out how to prepare your reed and make your first sounds on the 
clarinet. Discover how easy it is to read music notation. Learn how to 
tune your clarinet with ease and precision. Develop the skills and tech-
niques you will need to create a more refined sound. Clarinet For Dum-
mies teaches you different tonguing techniques, vibrato, and fingering 
patterns. Learning how to practice may be the most important skill you 
will need when learning how to play the clarinet. Get great tips on how to 
set aside time for practice and how to get it right the first time.

Blues Harmonica For Dummies
Winslow Yerxa
978-1-118-25269-7 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-28451-3
ePub: 978-1-118-28249-6
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-28716-3
$22.99 • $27.99 • £16.99

Blues Harmonica For Dummies will teach 
you all the basics of how to breathe soul 
and life into the blues harmonica. Find 
out what the blues is all about, where 
it started and came from, and how you 
can transfer your emotion into beautiful 
sound. Discover the different types of 
harmonicas you can use for blues playing and how to get your hands on 
one of those little babies. Get to know the shorthand of harmonica tab-
lature, but also grasp an understanding of other musical terms and nota-
tions which will especially help you when you want to communicate with 
your future blues band. Learn how to use your lips, tongue, and breath to 
create and shape different sounds and figure out how to put that bluesy 
spin on them. Acquire the knack of bending notes, a distinctive feature of 
blues harmonica. Develop your ear so that you can improvise with licks 
and riffs. Don’t be swallowed up by the other instruments in your blues 
group; learn what you need to know about harmonica amplification.  

David Etheridge was a David Ross Boyd 
Distinguished Professor at the University of 
Oklahoma and founder of the OU Clarinet 
Symposium. Etheridge served on the faculty at 
the Crane School of Music in Potsdam, New York 
and was a former member of the Oklahoma City 
Philharmonic. He taught clarinet for over  
45 years.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Winslow Yerxa
Harmonica player, teacher, and author

Learn to:
• Play blues on harmonica 

• Master techniques like bending, 
tongue blocking, and chordal rhythm

• Connect with blues history and 
the major players

Play-along with exercises and 
songs on the accompanying 
audio CD

Blues 
Harmonica

Making Everything Easier!™

David Etheridge
David Ross Boyd Professor of Clarinet, 
University of Oklahoma

Learn to:
•  Develop proper finger placement 

and posture

•  Play your first notes and move on to 
advanced techniques

• Maintain perfect pitch as you play

•  Tune your clarinet

 Play along with exercises and 
           pieces on the audio CD

Clarinet
Making Everything Easier!™

Karen Evans Moratz
Principal Flutist, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra

Learn to:
•  Play the flute as a solo or ensemble 

instrument

• Perform a variety of musical styles

•  Clean and care for your flute

•  Play along with the audio samples 
on CD

Flute

Making Everything Easier!™

Karen Evan Moratz is Principal Flutist with the 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and Associate 
Professor of Flute at Butler University. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Peabody Conservatory and 
a master’s from the Musikhochschule Freiburg im 
Breisgau. She has performed with many conductors 
including Raymond Leppard, Leonard Bernstein, 
and John Williams. She has also had the joy and 
privilege of playing with Joshua Bell, Ray Charles, 
Judy Collins, Art Garfunkel and so many more. Ms. 
Moratz is a former coordinator for the National Flute 
Association’s Young Artist Competition. She gives 
recitals and masterclasses nationwide.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:
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Harmonica For Dummies,  
2nd Edition
Winslow Yerxa
978-1-118-88076-0 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
ePub: 978-1-118-88079-1
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-88066-1
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

Play right out of the box, with little or 
no experience:

Learn interesting tidbits of history about 
the harmonica (its first primitive form was 
created during the Stone Age).  Understand 
the sound and structure of the harmonica, 
and learn that a little bit of music theory 
will go a long way.  Harmonica For Dummies features online companion 
videos and animations of playing moves, along with audio tracks so you can 
hear how music examples are played.

Make beautiful melodies:

Practice different breathing and rhythm techniques to form beautifully 
haunting melodies. Enhance your sound by using your tongue in different 
ways. Stretch your skills by learning how to play your harmonica in different 
keys. 

Create exciting rhythms and play solo:

Branch out into different styles with your harmonica. Play blues, rock, coun-
try, and Celtic tunes. 

Learn how to repair your harmonica and get advice on accessories. 

Winslow Yerxa is a harmonica player, performer, 
author, inventor, and teacher. At an early age, 
when he could not find a teacher or harmonica 
book that taught the blues, country, Celtic or jazz 
styles he wanted to emulate, Winslow gained his 
experience directly by playing in waterfront bars 
in his native Vancouver, British Columbia. His 
experience with Cree guitarists and singers in the 
Canadian Rockies taught him how versatile the 
harmonica can be. From 1992 to 1997 Winslow 
wrote, edited, and published the magazine 
Harmonica Information Publication. Winslow 
has authored several books about harmonica 
including Learn Blues Harp Effects in 60 Minutes 
and Backup Trax: Basic Blues for Harmonica.  
He has contributed many articles to Harmonica 
World, Harmonica Happenings, American 
Harmonica Newsletter, and Echos France 
Harmonica. Nowadays, Winslow spends much of 
his time playing with the San Francisco Scottish 
Fiddlers.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Trumpet For Dummies 
Jeffrey Reynolds
978-0-470-67937-1 • 408 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-96350-0
ePub: 978-0-470-96349-4
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-96348-7
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 

The trumpet is an instrument that commands 
attention. Its striking sound has alerted hunt-
ers and called  troops to war for centuries 
up centuries. Trumpet For Dummies take the 
aspiring trumpeter from A to Z in no time. 
Learn where trumpets came from, their initial 
purpose, and how they evolved. Develop an 
understanding and appreciation for all brass instruments. Learn how to choose 
the trumpet that is right for you, how to read music notation, and how to 
make your first trumpet sounds. From there you will be encouraged to advance 
your skill level by learning new techniques. Learn how to make your tongue 
do the work for you and the art of phrasing with dynamics and unique articu-
lations. Explore how the trumpet interacts and fits into a full-size orchestra or 
smaller ensemble. And of course, learn how to stand out as a soloist. 

Jeff Reynolds has been a trumpeter for almost 50 
years. In that time he has toured North America with 
ballet companies, played fanfares for Shakespeare 
plays, performed with the great symphonies of 
Beethoven and Mahler, and once he even popped 
out of a cake to play “Happy Birthday” to a company 
president. Reynolds’s passion for the trumpet 
stretches across all types of music and has even 
led him to teaching. Reynolds has taught trumpet 
for over 30 years at the University of Toronto, and 
with his background in teaching, he has received a 
unique insight into how to communicate trumpet 
playing to others.  

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT: 

Jeffrey Reynolds, PhD
Senior Lecturer, University of Toronto

Learn to:
• Choose the best trumpet and mouthpiece 

for you

• Perform a variety of musical styles

• Clean and care for your trumpet

               Play along with the audio
samples on the CD

Trumpet
Making Everything Easier!™

WOODWIND, BRASS, & PERCUSSION
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For the Musical Novice  
and Seasoned Pro! 
 

With a wide range of titles scaling the musical spectrum,  
let Dummies be your guide to instrument introduction,  
digital recording, and much, much more!

Guitar
Blues Guitar For Dummies
Classical Guitar For Dummies
Getting Started Playing Guitar For Dummies, 

Enhanced Edition
Guitar Amps & Effects For Dummies
Guitar All-in-One For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Guitar Chords For Dummies
Guitar Exercises For Dummies
Guitar For Dummies, 3rd Edition
Guitar Songs and Styles For Dummies,  

Enhanced Edition
Guitar Theory For Dummies
Rock Guitar For Dummies
 
Strings
Banjo For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Bass Guitar Exercises For Dummies
Bass Guitar For Dummies, 3rd Edition
Fiddle For Dummies
Mandolin Exercises For Dummies
Mandolin For Dummies
Ukulele Exercises For Dummies
Ukulele For Dummies
Ukulele in a Day For Dummies
Violin For Dummies, 2nd Edition
 
Piano & Keyboard
Keyboard For Dummies
Piano and Keyboard All-in-One For Dummies
Piano Exercises For Dummies
Piano For Dummies, 3rd Edition
 

Woodwinds, Brass, & Percussion 
Blues Harmonica For Dummies
Clarinet For Dummies
Drums For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Flute For Dummies
Harmonica For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Trumpet For Dummies
 
Digital Music 
CD and DVD Recording For Dummies,  

2nd Edition
Composing Digital Music For Dummies
DJing For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Home Recording For Musicians For Dummies, 

5th Edition
iPod & iTunes For Dummies, 10th Edition
PC Recording Studios For Dummies
Pro Tools All-in-One For Dummies, 3rd Edition
Spotify For Dummies
 
Vocal Music 
Singing Exercises For Dummies
Singing For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Songwriting For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Voice Acting For Dummies
 
General Music 
Blues For Dummies
Classical Music For Dummies
Music Composition For Dummies
Music Theory For Dummies, 3rd Edition
Opera For Dummies



 = Includes Audio CD or CD-ROM •  = Includes DVD • Titles in Blue = Category Bestsellers •  
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Making Everything Easier™

A comprehensive, free resource 
for online how-to, brought to 
you by the world’s bestselling 
knowledge brand. 

Dummies.com makes everything 
easier online, delivering expert 
tips, advice, and information 
directly to your computer. 

Using how-to videos, step-by-step 
photos, thousands of articles, and 
lively blogs, our proven experts 
get you up to speed on a huge 
range of topics. 

Whether that means directions 
on how to hook up a modem or 
carve a turkey, knit your first scarf, 
or load your new iPod, you can 
trust Dummies.com to show you 
how to get things done—the easy 
way. 

How-to?
How Easy.

Dummies.com. 
Making everything easier…online.
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DJing For Dummies,  
2nd Edition 
John Steventon
978-0-470-66372-1 • 424 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-66404-9
ePub: 978-0-470-66405-6
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-97074-4
$19.99 • $23.99 • £15.99

Get to grips with the basics or improve 
your existing techniques.

Discover what it takes to be a DJ. Ste-
venton’s personal stories are hilarious! He 
reveals to the reader several of his more 
embarrassing moments and mistakes 
(which is great because it shows that even the best of us make mistakes). 
In the sidebar called “Copy-cat rip” he talks about how his DJ hero, Sasha, 
would lean over his turntable so that someone in the audience could light 
his cigarette. Steventon tried the same trick (trying to look cool) and got 
his shirt caught on the needle, ripping it off, and then dropped his cigarette 
onto the turntable. He also talks about how DJing made him put on weight 
because he would eat an entire package of jelly beans per performance to 
keep his energy level high.  

Choose from the latest DJing gadgets and technology. Learn to outfit your-
self with the proper equipment that fits your style. A very important part of 
the DJ battle is having the right equipment. Without the mixers, turntables 
and slipmats, there’d be no DJ. Understand and prepare yourself for the 
expense of keeping up to date on equipment.    

Create your own personal DJing style. Get great advice on setting up your 
demo, getting recognized, and playing live. Learn how to deal with nerves, 
read a crowd, and handle requests. 

Crossfade, scratch, and beatmatch like a pro. If you want to play electronic 
dance music, learning to beatmatch is essential. This guide will break it 
down and arm you with the skills to transition from song-to-song with ease. 
Learn how to scratch on vinyl, CD, MP3, and computer. 

Composing Digital Music For 
Dummies
Russell Dean Vines
978-0-470-17095-3 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-32867-5
ePub: 978-1-118-06835-9
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-33393-8
$24.99 • $26.99 • £15.99 

In Composing Digital Music For Dummies, you 
will be able to write and arrange your own 
digital music. This book will give you the tools 
necessary to create your own at-home recording 
studio. All you need is a computer and this 
book. You will learn how to create your own 
ringtones and MP3s as well as publish your creations on the Internet. With the free 
CD demo of Sibelius 5, you will be composing masterful pieces with ease. Learn 
how to build your own tunes from scratch and compose with your instrument. 
From burning CDs to podcasting and ringtones, Composing Digital Music For 
Dummies covers every detail. It gives you advice on copyright laws as well as what 
kind of paper to use if you will be printing and distributing your score.

CD and DVD Recording For 
Dummies, 2nd Edition
Mark L. Chambers
978-0-764-55956-3 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
Adobe PDF: 978-0-764-57073-5
$26.99 • $31.99 • £17.99 

CD & DVD Recording For Dummies makes 
recording your favorite music, videos, and pic-
tures now easier than ever. With step-by-step 
instructions in easy to understand terms, you 
will not need to be a computer genius to create 
great CDs and DVDs. Find out all the behind 
the scenes action of recording. How is data actu-
ally recorded on CDs and DVD? What’s inside 
those CD-RW and DVD drives? Learn how to copy data, burn discs, install differ-
ent types of drives, and fix and tweak your final products. Learn how to add effects 
and menus to your discs and troubleshoot problems. 

Mark L. Chambers is an author, computer 
consultant, BBS sysop, programmer, and hardware 
technician with more than 30 years of experience. 
He has a degree in journalism and creative writing 
from Louisiana State University and is passionate 
about computers. He is the author of more than 30 
computer books including MacBook For Dummies, 
3rd Edition, iMac For Dummies, 6th Edition, Mac OS 
X Lion All-In-One For Dummies, Building a PC For 
Dummies Do-it-Yourself, and many more.  

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Russell Dean Vines has over 30 years of professional 
music experience. He has composed and arranged 
hundreds of jazz and contemporary music pieces 
heard on TV, radio, and the stage. 

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

John Steventon, aka “Recess,” began his DJ 
career with a second-hand pair of turn tables, his 
best friend’s record collection, and inspiration 
from DJ Sasha. He invented himself from the 
ground up through trial and error and began 
collecting his notes to share with other aspiring 
DJs, eventually creating the website www.
recess.co.uk. Steventon is also the head of post-
production at a TV production company.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

John Steventon
Club DJ and creator of Recess.co.uk

Learn to:
• Get to grips with the basics or improve 

your existing techniques

• Choose from the latest DJing gadgets 
and technology

• Create your own personal DJing style

• Crossfade, scratch and beatmatch 
like a pro

DJing
Making Everything Easier!™
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Pro Tools All-in-One For Dummies, 
3rd Edition
Jeff Strong
978-1-118-27783-6 • 744 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-33460-7
ePub: 978-1-118-33062-3
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-33344-0
$34.99 • $41.99 • £24.99

Pro Tools For Dummies is an excellent asset to 
have when learning how to use Pro Tools. If 
you are a musician interested in learning how 
to record with the most popular recording 
software, choose Pro Tools and then choose 
Pro Tools For Dummies, it will help. In this 
book, you will get a handle on the Pro Tools windows, menus, and other useful 
functions it has to offer. Learn about the various pieces of equipment you will 
need to assemble your recording studio, and discover the all the secrets about 
multitracking, mixing, and mastering. Understand how to use MIDI, elec-
tronic instruments, and microphones. Develop a working knowledge of editing 
your music. Pro Tools For Dummies gives you the skills to master this complex 
software so that you can spend less time experimenting and more time actually 
recording your music. 

PC Recording Studios  
For Dummies
Jeff Strong
978-0-764-57707-9 • 404 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-21900-3
ePub: 978-1-118-08551-6
Adobe PDF: 978-0-764-59746-6
$21.99 • $23.99 • £13.99

In PC Recording Studios For Dummies, learn 
everything there is to know about setting 
up your studio and using it to its max 
potential. Discover all the components of a 
computer studio and learn what each com-
ponent is used for. Understand computer 
recording software and learn how to install it yourself. From there, learn the 
basics of getting a professional sounding recording and get keyed into the 
editing process. Learn how to use plug-ins and how to apply effects to your 
songs. With PC Recording Studios For Dummies, you will be recording and 
mastering your tracks in no time. 

iPod & iTunes For Dummies,  
10th Edition
Tony Bove
978-1-118-50864-0 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-3/16
eMobi: 978-1-118-55550-7
ePub: 978-1-118-55537-8
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-50867-1
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

With iPod and iTunes For Dummies, learn 
all the basics of these revolutionary prod-
ucts. Learn how to navigate through your 
iPod, the iTunes store, and your account. 
Learn how to power-up your iPod, recharge 
its battery, and connect to your clock or 
computer. Discover how to manage your music, videos, podcasts, TV shows, 
e-books, and more on iTunes as well as crucial information on how to back 
up your library on iCloud. Whether you have an iPod touch, classical, 
shuffle, or nano, iPod and iTunes For Dummies will prepare you for enjoying 
every feature that each model has to offer. The iPod is no longer just limited 
to music and music videos. There is now a whole world that can be accessed 
from this tiny device. With the iPod Touch, find out how to communicate 
with your friends via Facebook, iMessage, or email. Check out the weather 
forecast and keep track of your stock investments, as well as find maps and 
driving directions.  

Home Recording For Musicians 
For Dummies, 5th Edition
Jeff Strong
978-1-118-96801-7 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
ePub: 978-1-118-96803-1
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-96768-3
$26.99 • $31.99 • £19.99
(November 2014)

In Home Recording For Musicians For Dum-
mies, discover everything you need to know 
about setting up a recording studio in your 
home and creating music in the most pro-
ductive way possible. Find out the essential 
equipment you will need to begin mixing 
and recording. From software to microphones, you will be guided through 
the ins and outs of how these systems work. Explore different mixers, elec-
tronic instruments, and MIDI to make your sound unique. Once you are 
ready to record, get great advice on miking your instruments, microphone 
techniques, and multitracking. Learn how to turn your tracks into finished 
songs with info on how to edit and master your music. 

Jeff Strong
Author of Home Recording 
For Musicians For Dummies

8 IN 1
BOOKSBOOKS

• Home Recording Basics
• Getting Started Using Pro Tools
• Recording Audio
• Editing Audio
• Managing MIDI
• Mixing in Pro Tools
• Mastering in Pro Tools
• Getting Your Music to the Masses

Pro Tools®

A L L - I N - O N E

3rd Edition
Making Everything Easier!™

“Jeff Strong is an experienced musician, recording 
engineer, and teacher. He serves as founder and 
director of the Strong Institute, a group creating 
products to assist in therapy through music. He is 
also author of all editions of Home Recording For 
Musicians For Dummies and Drums For Dummies.“ 

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Spotify For Dummies 
Kim Gilmour
978-1-119-95234-3 • 320 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-119-96150-5
ePub: 978-1-119-96149-9
Adobe PDF: 978-1-119-96148-2
$21.99 • $25.99 • £16.99

With Spotify For Dummies, learn the ins and 
outs of this transformative software. Spotify 
has changed the way that we listen to and 
share music. In Spotify For Dummies, learn 
how to manage your Spotify experience by 
organizing your music library, find new music 
and, share it with the world. Discover how 
to connect and share your music with friends on Facebook and other social 
networking sites. Find out which subscription level on Spotify is right for you. 
Connect with celebrities and musical artists on Spotify, and find out what they 
are listening to. Discover how the artists and the music industry have been 
affected by this new digital music world.  

Kim Gilmour

Learn to:
• Set up Spotify and start listening to 

your favorite music

• Listen to Spotify on your computer, 
iPhone®, iPod touch®, or Android™ device

• Use Spotify with iTunes® or Last.fm 
and even import your music library

• Discover and share new music through 
Facebook®, Twitter®, and other sites

Spotify®

Making Everything Easier!™
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Voice Acting For Dummies
Stephanie Ciccarelli & David Ciccarelli
978-1-118-39958-3 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-41423-1
ePub: 978-1-118-41422-4
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-41424-8
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99

Voice Acting For Dummies is an invaluable 
resource for breaking into the voice act-
ing industry and perfecting your skills as 
a voice actor. Learn how to create your 
signature character and prepare for your 
big audition. Learn the ins and outs of the 
voice acting business and discover what 
its take to be successful. With step-by-step instructions, you will be taken 
through the process of voice acting, from auditions to recording. Learn how 
to set up your own recording studio and create a demo that will impress 
judges and get you hired. 

Songwriting For Dummies,  
2nd Edition
Jim Peterik, Dave Austin, Cathy Lynn
978-0-470-61514-0 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-89040-0
ePub: 978-0-470-89041-7
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-89039-4
$21.99 • $25.99 • £15.99

Develop your songwriting skills with tips 
and techniques from the pros:

Learn to recognize inspiration and keep 
track of your ideas trough organization. 
Learn the different structures of songs and 
apply them to your own ideas. Snag your 
listeners attentions through hooks, addictive melodies, and sound effects. 
Get to know the different types of lyrics whether it storytelling lyrics, love 
song lyrics, or lyrics that make a statement.  

Use social networking sites to get our music out to the public:

Receive great tips on how to collaborate successfully with other songwriters 
and artists. Spread your music through writers’ organizations, conferences, 
and seminars. Learn how to use the internet to your advantage to share your 
talent. Learn how to put together your demo to mail out to agencies. 

Break into the industry with helpful, how-to instructions:

Get advice on how to write for TV, commercials, video games, and more.  
Understand the business  and legal side behind the music industry, and dis-
cover how to make money off your songs. 

Singing For Dummies, 2nd Edition
Pamelia S. Phillips
978-0-470-64020-3 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-93421-0
ePub: 978-0-470-93417-3
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-93420-3
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99

Singing For Dummies provides all singers from 
beginner to advanced with instructions on 
how to take your singing skills to the next 
level. With great tips and advice on posture 
and breath control you will discover how to 
improve your tone, expand your vocal flexi-
bility and range, and learn how to belt it out. 
Ready to perform? Singing For Dummies will prepare you for your next audition 
or performance with advice on how to select the right music material, confront 
your fear of performing, and much more. 

Singing Exercises For Dummies
Pamelia S. Phillips
978-1-118-28108-6 • 240 pp. • 8-1/4 x 10-7/8
eMobi: 978-1-118-32822-4
ePub: 978-1-118-32823-1
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-32824-8
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 

Expand your vocal technique:

Practice different warm-up and breathing exer-
cises. Learn how to shape the tongue and lips 
for vowels and learn how to articulate every 
consonant. This guide takes you step-by-step 
through each letter.  

Make sense of technical singing concepts:

Improve your intonation by practicing interval singing. Develop a better under-
standing of dynamics, rhythmic notation, and tempo. 

Improve your performance abilities: 

Expand your vocal ability with exercises that will widen your range and exercise 
your vocal agility. Best of all, learn how to belt it out with exercises for both 
beginners and advanced singers. 

Sing along with practice exercises on the included CD.

Dr. Pamelia S. Phillips is the Conservatory Director 
and Chair of Voice and Music at Collaborative Arts 
Project 21. She earned her Doctorate of Musical 
Arts and Master of Music in Vocal Performance from 
Arizona State University. Her performances include 
title roles in Carmen, Hansel and Gretel, From the 
Diary of Virginia Woolf, Damn Yankees, The King 
and I, and many more. She has also performed with 
several symphonies including the Bronx Symphony, 
Centre Symphony, the New York Symphonic Arts 
Ensemble, and was the guest artist with the Phoenix 
Symphony, Scottsdale Fine Arts Orchestra, Putnam 
County Chorale, and National Chorale. Dr. Phillips is 
also the author of Singing For Dummies, 2nd Edition.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Pamelia S. Phillips, DMA
Professional singer and voice teacher

Learn to:
• Expand your vocal technique

• Make sense of technical singing concepts

• Improve your performance abilities

Sing along with practice exercises 
on the accompanying CD to 
improve your vocal skills

Singing
Exercises

Making Everything Easier!™

Pamelia S. Phillips, DMA
Professional singer

Learn to:
• Take your singing skills to the next level

• Grasp the importance of posture and 
breath control

• Prepare for auditions and 
performances

         Sing along with the recorded 
       exercises on the accompanying CD

Singing
2nd Edition

Making Everything Easier!™

Jim Peterik
Grammy-winning songwriter

Dave Austin
Former record label executive and manager

Cathy Lynn
Screenwriter

foreword by Kara DioGuardi
Songwriter & American Idol judge

Learn to:
•  Develop your songwriting skills with 

tips and techniques from the pros

•  Use social networking sites to get your 
music out to the public

•  Break into the industry with helpful, 
how-to instructions

Songwriting

2nd Edition
Making Everything Easier!™

“Stephanie Ciccarelli and David Ciccarelli are the 
founders of Voices.com, the largest global web 
hub for voice actors. For approximately the past 
eight years, Stephanie, David, and their team 
have grown Voices.com from the ground up to 
become the leader in the industry.” 

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:
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Classical Music  
For Dummies
David Pogue, Scott Speck, 
Glenn Dicterow
978-0-764-55009-6 • 384 pp. • 
 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-05569-4
ePub: 978-1-118-05338-6
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 

Classical Music For Dummies is the 
perfect place to begin your journey 
into the world of classical music. 
This volume will reveal to you the 
entire history of music in 80 pages. 
Learn the intimate details about the lives of some of the most notori-
ous and famous composers and musicians our world has ever heard. 
Find out the true cause of Beethoven’s frustration and depression. 
Discover the way in which Rachmaninoff would ward off his writers 
block. Once you know what classical music is about, it’s time to expe-
rience it for yourself. This guide will prepare you for your first concert 
experience. Find out what to wear, where to sit, and what’s going on 
up there onstage. Little known fact: the best in the house is not the 
front row; if you sit that close with the stage above you, the sound 
will fly over your head. Opt for a seat towards the back or up on the 
balcony. Those seats allow enough room for the sound to blend and 
come together. 

CO
OL

 things SUPER COOL THING:

Along with the free CD of classical music, this book 
provides a breakdown of nine of those pieces and gives 
detailed descriptions of what’s happening at any given 

moment. This is an excellent tool for listeners. The more you listen 
to classical music, the more you will understand what’s going on. It 
takes practice to be able to follow a complex concerto or symphony. 

CO
OL

 things ANOTHER SUPER COOL THING:

This guide provides insight into the life of a pro-
fessional musician. Learn about the difficulties that 
musicians must face on a daily basis. With seven to 

nine rehearsals and performances a week, and practice sessions that 
last hours and hours, the hectic schedule can really take a toll on 
a musician’s physical and mental health. With the shortage of jobs 
for musicians, just to get an audition takes a tremendous amount of 
hard work, talent, and luck. But discover the ultimate truth behind 
a musician’s motives: they really do love their work, and it is worth 
it for those rare moments when everything comes together. 

This book also offers up detailed descriptions of every instrument 
that can be found in classical music. From the violin to tuba, the 
typical symphony is made up of about 100 musicians with over 20 
different instruments.

Of course your education of classical music would not be complete 
without a little section on music theory. Learn a little bit of music 
notation. A little music theory will take you a long way.

NEW EDITION COMING 2015

Classical Music For Dummies, 
2nd Edition
David Pogue, Scott Speck
978-1-119-04975-3
ePub: 978-1-119-04974-6
Adobe PDF: 978-1-119-04972-2
$24.99 • $29.99 • £17.99

Blues For Dummies
Lonnie Brooks, Cub Koda, Wayne Baker Brooks
978-0-764-55080-5 • 372 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
$24.99 • $26.99 • £16.99

Blues For Dummies truly is a celebration of one of the 
most important styles of music of the 20th century. 
Blues is the seed from which rock ‘n’ roll, hip-hop, 
and jazz sprang. This book tells the whole story of 
blues, including the artists who have made the biggest 
impact on the genre, as well as where it came from 
and how it’s played. In this book, we are given the 
incredible opportunity to read the thoughts and sto-
ries of blues legends such as Lonnie Brooks and  
B. B. King. It gives you info on clubs, festivals, and 
even cruises that celebrate this soulful style. Read up on putting together a blues band 
and how to scout out locations for you to play at. This book has it all. It is the com-
plete guide on all things blues. 

CO
OL

 things REALLY REALLY COOL THINGS:

This book includes instructions on how to throw a blues party! From 
barbecued ribs to sweet potato pie, this guide provides a menu of foods 
that would be typically served at blues gatherings. John Lee Hooker even 

intervenes to tell the reader his own experience of “house rent” parties where he would 
cook up some soul food and play the blues to pay for his rent. 

Lonnie Brooks is a true modern-day blues legend. His 
career began in the 1950s when he was discovered 
and asked to join the Red Hot Louisiana Band, during 
which he cut a series of proto-rock ‘n’ roll hits, including 
“Family Rules” and “The Crawl.”  In 1960 he fell hard 
for the Chicago blues and joined Jimmy Reed’s touring 
band. With his unique blend of Chicago blues, rock ‘n’ 
roll, rhythm and blues, funky Cajun boogie, and country 
twang, Lonnie received a contract with Alligator Records. 
In 1988 he was nominated for a Grammy Award for his 
album Live From Chicago. Lonnie plays more than 200 
shows each year and can be seen in the movie Blues 
Brothers 2000. 

Cub Koda has had a long career in both rock ‘n’ roll 
and the blues. He is best known for his hit “Smokin’ 
in the Boys Room” and the solo roots-rock and blues 
records he’s made since the 80s. Koda writes a column, 
“Vinyl Junkie,” for the monthly magazine Discoveries 
which focuses on record collecting and music history. He 
is also a contributing editor to the All Music Guide to the 
Blues. 

Wayne Baker Brooks, the son of Lonnie Brooks, 
has played rhythm and lead guitar with the Lonnie 
Brooks band since 1991. He toured internationally with 
bluesman Kenny Neal during the Alligator Records 25th 
Anniversary Tour. Wayne also performs with his own 
band, runs a Blues in the Schools educational program in 
Chicago, and is founder and president of the Blues Island 
Production Company.  

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

Your Ticket to the World
of Blues — the Faces,
the Places, and the Music
Dozens of In-depth
Profiles of the
Greatest Blues Artists
True-Blue
Recommendations
for Your
Own Classic
Collection

BLUES

by Lonnie Brooks
Legendary Blues Guitarist and Recording Artist

Cub Koda
Guitarist, Music historian and Contributing
Editor to the All Music Guide to the Blues

& Wayne Baker Brooks
Musician and Songwriter

Foreword by Dan Aykroyd

— The One and Only Elwood Blues

Afterword
by 

B.B. King

Afterword
by 

B.B. King
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Music Composition For Dummies
Scott Jarrett & Holly Day
978-0-470-22421-2 • 360 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-0-470-37717-8
Adobe PDF: 978-0-470-28993-8
$21.99 • $25.99 • £14.99

CO
OL

 things COOL THINGS:

Harmonizing can be tedious 
and difficult at times. This 
book breaks it down and 

teaches you how to create harmonies to go 
along with your melody. It gives great advice 
on how to draw on inspiration from your 
surroundings. Learn how to develop your melody using motifs and phrases. 
Understand musical forms. The exercises at the end of each chapter test what 
you have learned and puts it into action. Learn how to compose for a stan-
dard orchestra. This book teaches you how to transpose music because not 
every instrument in the orchestra reads off the same musical staff or is tuned 
in the same key. Besides from the standard orchestra, Music Composition for 
Dummies also teaches how to compose for your band, multiple voices, com-
mercials, electronic music, and tablature.  Once you have acquired the skills 
of a composer, you can go out and begin your career. Music Composition For 
Dummies suggests nine different career opportunities for music composers. 
Whether you want to be a songwriter, or score film or video games, the 
opportunities are endless. Music will always be around and composers will 
always be in demand. In the back of the book is blank staff paper. Begin your 
composition now!

Scott Jarrett is a musician and producer who has 
worked with numerous notable artists, such as 
Willie Nelson, Fiona Flanagan, Mary Klueh, and 
Keith Jarrett. He currently runs Monkey House 
recording studio in Hudson, Wisconsin. He has 
released two original albums, Without Rhyme or 
Reason and The Gift of Thirst. He has taught music 
theory, composition, production, and recording 
at the Full Sail Center for the Recording Arts in 
Orlando, The Acting Conservatory in Nashville, 
and McNally-Smith School of Music in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 

Holly Day is a music journalist. Her articles have 
appeared in publications such as Computer Music 
Journal, ROCKRGRL, Music Alive!, Guitar One, and 
Mixdown magazines. She has received an Isaac 
Asimov Award, a National Magazine Award, and two 
Midwest Writer’s Grants for her writing. 

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:

David Pogue graduated from Yale University, 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, with Honors 
in music. He spent 10 years on Broadway as a 
conductor, orchestrator, or synthesizer. He has 
also worked as a music copyist, arranger, and 
computer teacher for composers. Besides his 
music career, Pogue is a personal-technology 
columnist for the New York Times and 
technology correspondent for CBS News Sunday 
Morning. He is also one of the world’s bestselling 
how-to authors with over 3 million books in 
print. Has a written and co-written seven books 
in the For Dummies series. 

Scott Speck has conducted at London’s 
Royal Opera House, the Paris Opera, Moscow’s 
Tchaikovsky Hall, Washington’s Kennedy Center, 
San Francisco’s War Memorial Opera House, and 
the Los Angeles Music Center.  Speck is a regular 
commentator on NPR’s program The Opera and 
is a frequent guest on the radio programs of 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Voice of 
Russia, and BBC. Speck graduated summa cum 
laude from Yale University and while there, 
founded the Berkeley Chamber Orchestra. He 
was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to Berlin 
where he founded the Concerto Grosso Berlin. 
He received his master’s from the University of 
Southern California.

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT:
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Opera For Dummies
David Pogue & Scott Speck
978-0-764-55010-2 • 384 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-05570-0
ePub: 978-1-118-05339-3
$24.99 • $29.99 • £14.99 

In Opera For Dummies you will discover the 
fun and easy way to understand and enjoy 
opera. With the plot, the music, the costumes, 
the characters, and the opera house, learn 
what makes opera one of the greatest forms of 
entertainment known to man. From Greece to 
Italy and Russia to the United States, find out 
where opera first began and how it spread and 
evolved to the majestic art that we see and are inspired by today. Nervous about 
going to your first opera? With Opera For Dummies find out the proper opera 
etiquette of buying your ticket, what to wear, and when to applaud. Listen to 
the included audio CD which provides you with hours of some of the greatest 
opera music of all time. From there, take a backstage tour of life behind the 
curtain. Learn about the auditioning process, the costumes, the pit orchestra, 
the stage director, and all things that make the opera house run. In Part IV 
expand your knowledge and read about the greatest operas of all time.

Music Theory For Dummies,  
3rd Edition
Michael Pilhofer & Holly Day
978-1-118-09550-8 • 336 pp. • 7-3/8 x 9-1/4
eMobi: 978-1-118-16927-8
ePub: 978-1-118-99113-8
Adobe PDF: 978-1-118-99114-5
$24.99 • $29.99 • £16.99 
(February 2015)

Music theory is the language that will 
enable you to communicate with other 
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