Appendix 3. Glossary
There are many on-line sources of information, for example:
http://www.emc.maricopa.edu/faculty/farabee/BIOBK/BioBookglossA.html#axons
http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/glossarya.html
http://www.chem.qmul.ac.uk/iupac/
	Abortifacient
	A substance causing abortion

	Abuse
	Excessive or improper use of drugs or other substances (see also: Volatile substance abuse)

	Acetylcholine
	A major neurotransmitter of the vertebrate and invertebrate peripheral nervous systems (see also: Anticholinergic, Cholinergic)

	Acetylcholinesterase
	Acetylcholine acetylhydrolase, EC 3.1.1.7. Enzyme catalyzing the hydrolysis of acetylcholine at cholinergic nerves (see also: Cholinesterase)

	Acidosis
	Pathological condition resulting from accumulation of acid in, or loss of base from, the blood or body tissues (see also lactic acidosis, metabolic acidosis, respiratory acidosis)

	Acne
	Inflammation in or around the sebaceous glands, generally of the face, chest and back

	Acute
	Sudden or short-term (see also: Chronic)

	Acute-on-chronic
	Sudden episode of increased severity against a background of prolonged disease or exposure

	Adjuvant
	(i) Substance added to a drug to speed or increase its actions

(ii) Substance or organism added to increase the response to an antigen

	β-Adrenoreceptor blocker
	See: β-Blocker

	Agonist
	Drug that stimulates a pharmacological action at a cell receptor – the effect may be inhibitory (see also: Antagonist)

	β-Agonist
	Agent exerting an agonist effect at a β-adrenoreceptor

	Agranulocytosis
	A blood disorder in which there is an absence of granulocytes

	Akathisia
	An inability to sit still

	Albuminuria
	The presence of albumin in the urine

	Allele
	One of several alternative forms of a gene which occur at the same locus on homologous chromosomes

	Alkaline diuresis
	Technique for rendering the urine alkaline, for example by intravenous administration of sodium bicarbonate, in order to enhance excretion of certain acidic poisons such as salicylate

	Alkalinisation
	To add alkali or to make alkaline

	Alkaloid
	A nitrogenous organic compound of plant origin

	Alkalosis
	Pathological condition resulting from accumulation of base in, or loss of acid from, the blood or body tissues

	Anabolic
	Referring to biochemical processes in which smaller molecules are joined to form larger ones

	Anaemia
	Deficiency of erythrocytes or of haemoglobin in the blood

	Anaesthetic
	A substance producing either local or general loss of sensation

	Analgesic
	A substance that relieves pain without producing anaesthesia or loss of consciousness

	Anaphylaxis
	Severe reaction to foreign material as a result of increased susceptibility following previous exposure

	Angioedema
	Angioedema is a swelling similar to urticaria, but the swelling is beneath the skin rather than on the surface.

	Anion gap
	In blood plasma, the difference between the concentration of sodium and the sum of the concentrations of chloride and bicarbonate

	Anorexia nervosa
	Lack or loss of appetite for food (see also Bulimia)

	Anoxia
	Absence or lack of oxygen

	Antagonist
	An agent that reverses or reduces the pharmacological action of a second agent

	Anthelmintic
	An agent that kills intestinal worms 

	Antiarrhythmic
	An agent used to treat a cardiac arrhythmia

	Antibiotic
	A naturally produced antimicrobial

	Antibody
	A protein produced in the body in response to exposure to an antigen that recognizes and specifically the antigen

	Anticholinergic
	An antagonist to the neurotransmitter acetylcholine

	Anticoagulant
	A agent that prevents blood clotting

	Anticonvulsant
	A drug used to control or prevent convulsions

	Antidepressant
	A drug used to treat depression 

	Antidiabetic
	A drug used to treat diabetes mellitus

	Antidote
	An agent that neutralizes or opposes the action of a poison on an organism

	Antigen
	Any substance that stimulates the body to produce an antibody

	Antihistamine
	An antagonist to histamine

	Antimicrobial
	Any agent applied systemically or topically used to control or kill microorganisms

	Anti-inflammatory
	Reducing or preventing inflammation

	Antiknock agent
	A substance such as tetra-ethyl lead used to prevent pre-ignition (‘knock’) in internal combustion engines

	Antipsychotic
	A drug used to treat psychosis (see also: Neuroleptic)

	Antipyretic
	A drug that relieves or reduces fever

	Antiseptic
	An agent used to control or kill microorganisms

	Antiserum
	Serum containing antibodies to a particular antigen

	Anuria
	Complete absence of urine production (see also Oliguria, Polyuria)

	Apathy
	Indifference

	Apnoea
	Cessation of breathing

	Areflexia
	Generalised absence of reflexes

	Arrhythmia
	Any variation from the normal rhythm of the heartbeat

	Aspiration
	(i) The act of withdrawing a fluid by suction

(ii) Inhalation of a foreign body such as vomit 

	Asthma
	Chronic respiratory disease characterized by wheezing and difficulty in breathing out

	Ataxia
	Failure of muscular coordination

	Automatic pipette
	Device used to repeatedly dispense known volumes of a solution (see also: Semi-automatic pipette)

	Benign
	Producing no persistent harmful effects

	Bilirubin
	A pigment derived from the breakdown of haemoglobin that occurs in soluble form in blood and in bile

	Biological specimens

	Samples of tissues (including blood, hair), secretions (breast milk, saliva, sweat), excretion products (bile, exhaled air, urine), and other material such as stomach contents or vomit derived from a patient

	‘Blank’
	Used in analytical chemistry to denote a specimen not containing the analyte of interest and from which a background reading may thus be obtained

	β-Blocker
	Agent inhibiting the action of endogenous neurotransmitters (adrenaline, noradrenaline) at β-adrenoreceptors

	Bradyarrhythmia
	Cardiac arrhythmia associated with an excessively slow heartbeat (see also: Tachyarrhythmia)

	Bradycardia
	Excessively slow heartbeat (see also: Tachycardia)

	Bronchoconstriction
	Narrowing of the bronchial tubes

	Bronchodilation
	Expansion of the bronchial tubes

	Bronchorrhoea
	Abnormally copious mucous discharge from the walls of the bronchial tubes

	Bronchospasm
	Intermittent, violent contraction of the walls of the bronchial tubes

	Bulimia
	Morbid hunger (see also: Anorexia nervosa)

	Butyrophenones
	A group of antipsychotic (neuroleptic) drugs

	Carboxyhaemoglobin
	Product formed when carbon monoxide binds to haemoglobin

	Cardiogenic
	Produced in, or originating from, the heart

	Cardiotoxic
	Harmful to the heart

	Catabolism
	Biological breakdown of complex molecules into smaller ones

	Catheterization
	Introduction of a tube for adding or removing fluids to or from the body

	Caustic
	Having a corrosive action on skin and flesh

	Cerebellar
	Relating to the hind part of the brain concerned with voluntary movement and balance

	Cerebral
	Relating to the brain

	Chelate
	Coordination compound in which a central metallic ion is attached to an organic molecule (chelating agent) at two or more positions (see also Sequestrant)

	Chelating agent
	A compound capable of forming a chelate with a metal ion

	Chelation therapy
	Treatment with a chelating agent to enhance the elimination or reduce the toxicity of a poison

	Cholinergic
	Stimulated, activated, or transmitted by acetylcholine

	Cholinesterase


	Enzyme that catalyses the breakdown of a choline ester to choline (see also: Acetylcholinesterase)

	Chorea
	Irregular, involuntary movements of the limbs or face

	Chronic
	Long-term (see also: Acute)

	Cirrhosis

	Wasting disease of the liver accompanied by abnormal growth of connective (scar) tissue

	Coagulopathy
	Disorder of blood clotting

	Colic
	Severe, intermittent pain associated with the abdomen

	Congeners
	Substances related to each other by origin, structure, or function

	Conjunctival
	Relating to the outer surface of the cornea and/or the inner side of the eyelid

	Conjugate
	Metabolite formed by covalent bonding with, for example, acetate, glucuronic acid, glycine, or sulfate

	Conjunctiva
	The outer surface of the eyeball and inner surface of the eyelid

	Conjunctivitis
	Inflammation of the conjunctiva

	Contaminant
	An impurity

	Controlled drug

	A compound whose use is regulated by law

	Corrosive
	Able to eat away or dissolve by chemical action

	Cosmetic
	Concerned with improving appearance or hygiene

	Cross-contamination
	Accidental introduction of an impurity

	Crystalluria
	Presence of crystals in the urine

	Cutaneous
	Associated with the skin

	Cyanosis
	Blue appearance, especially of the skin and mucous membranes, due to deficient oxygenation

	Deamination
	Removal of an amine moiety from a molecule

	Delirium
	State characterized by hallucinations, disorientation, and restlessness

	Delirium tremens
	Clinical features associated with alcohol withdrawal (see also: Drug withdrawal)

	Denature

	(i) To alter the physical nature of a substance or mixture

(ii) To render unfit for human consumption

	Depigmentation
	Loss of natural colouration 

	Depilatory agent
	A substance applied topically to remove unwanted hair 

	Derivative
	Substance formed from a primary compound by chemical reaction

	Dermal
	Relating to the skin

	Dermatitis
	Inflammation of the skin

	Dermatitis herpetiformis
	Disease characterized by the irregular occurrence of groups of intensely irritating skin lesions, the sites of which eventually become pigmented

	Descaling agent

	Substance used to remove deposits from kettles and other vessels

	Detergent
	A chemical cleaning agent

	Diabetes mellitus
	Disease characterized by persistent hyperglycemia

	Dialysis
	The separation of substances by diffusion through a semi-permeable membrane

	Diluent
	A fluid used in dilution

	Diplopia
	Double vision

	Discriminating power
	The ability of a system to differentiate between a range of possibilities

	Disinhibition
	Removal of restraints on behaviour

	Disorientation
	Confused as to direction

	Disseminated intravascular coagulation
	Blood clotting throughout the systemic circulation, but associated with abnormal bleeding

	Diuresis
	Increased production of urine

	Diuretic
	An agent that increases urine production

	Drug
	A substance that, when administered to an organism or a system derived from an organism, may modify one or more of its functions

	Drug addiction
	Physical and/or psychological dependence on drug usage

	Drug dependence
	Reliance on drug usage (see also: Drug addiction)

	Drug disposition
	The total of the processes of drug adsorption, distribution, biotransformation, and excretion 

	Drug withdrawal
	The act or consequences of reduction or cessation of dosage in an addicted or dependent subject The clinical features observed (commonly sweating, tremor, nausea, vomiting) are often reversible if drug use is recommenced (see also: Delirium tremens)

	Dysphagia
	Difficulty in swallowing

	Dyspnoea
	Difficult or laboured breathing

	Dystonic reaction
	A consequence of an alteration in the tone in a tissue

	Efficacy
	Ability of a agonist to produce a response

	Elimination half-life (t0.5)
	See: Plasma half-life

	Embalm
	To preserve a body after death

	Emesis
	Vomiting

	Emetic
	Substance causing emesis

	Encephalopathy
	Degenerative brain disease

	Endoplasmic reticulum
	Intracellular membranes in which proteins, lipids and other substances (including xenobiotics) are transformed, 

	Enteral
	Within the intestine – usually used to refer to oral administration of an agent

	Enterohepatic recirculation
	A cycle in which substances excreted in bile are reabsorbed from the intestine

	Epigastric
	Concerned with the part of the abdomen extending from the sternum to the navel (epigastrum)

	Epitope
	The part of a molecule that stimulates production of a specific antibody

	Erythrocyte
	Red blood cell

	Euphoria
	An exaggerated feeling of well-being

	Euthanasia
	Mercy killing

	Excipients
	Substances added to a drug to as part of the formulation process

	Fatigue
	Excessive tiredness

	Fibrosis
	The development of abnormal connective tissue, usually as a response to injury

	First-pass metabolism

	The portion of an oral dose metabolized in the intestine, gut wall, or liver before reaching the systemic circulation

	Forced diuresis
	Abnormally enhanced urine production due, for example, to administration of intravenous fluids or diuretics

	Fumigant
	A vapour used to kill pests

	Fungicide
	A pesticide used to kill fungi or check the growth of spores

	Gag reflex
	Automatic response that normally prevents inhalation of vomit by closing the epiglottis, the cartilaginous flap over the trachea

	Gastric
	Relating to the stomach

	Gastritis
	Inflammation of the stomach wall

	Gastroenteritis
	Inflammation of the lining of the stomach and intestine

	Gastrointestinal
	Relating to the stomach and intestine

	Gavage
	Administration of substances into the stomach via an oesophageal tube

	Genotype
	Genetic constitution of an organism – usually revealed by molecular analysis

	Genitourinary
	Relating to the genitalia and the urinary system

	Glottis
	The opening of the windpipe

	Glue sniffing
	See: Volatile Substance Abuse

	Granulocyte
	A type of white blood cell

	Haematemesis  

	Vomiting of blood

	Haematocrit
	The ratio by volume of the blood cells to plasma (erythrocyte volume fraction)

	Haematoma
	Swelling composed of blood effused into connective tissue

	Haematuria
	Blood in the urine

	Haemodialysis
	Procedure whereby blood is dialysed against a large volume of isotonic fluid outside the body and then returned to the systemic circulation used to remove unwanted low relative molecular mass compounds

	Haemoglobin
	Iron-containing pigment found in erythrocytes that binds oxygen for transport to tissues

	Haemolysis
	Rupture of erythrocytes leading to the appearance of free haemoglobin in the plasma

	Haemoperfusion
	Procedure whereby blood is passed through a column of adsorbent material outside the body and then returned to the systemic circulation used to remove unwanted low relative molecular mass compounds

	Haemorrhage
	Bleeding

	Haemostasis
	Stoppage of bleeding

	Halide
	An compound consisting of a halogen ions together with metallic or organic counter-ions

	Hallucination
	An imagined occurrence either visual or auditory

	Hallucinogen
	A substance causing a hallucination

	Halogen
	A member of the series of elements consisting, for practical purposes, of fluorine, chlorine, bromine, and iodine

	Headspace
	The space above a solid or liquid in a container

	Hapten
	Low Mr molecule containing an antigenic determinant (epitope) which when bound to an antigenic carrier (e.g. protein) results in production of antibodies. 

	Hepatic
	Relating to the liver

	Hepatitis
	A disease of the liver

	Hepatorenal
	Relating to the liver and kidneys

	Hepatotoxic
	Harmful to the liver

	Herbicide
	A pesticide used to control or kill plants or plant seeds

	Histamine
	An amine present in many tissues, release of which can cause dilatation of the capillary blood vessels, flushing, and other effects

	Hydrolysis
	Decomposition caused by or involving water

	Hydrophilic
	Readily soluble in water (see also: Lipophobic)

	Hydrophobic
	Not readily soluble in water (see also: Lipophilic)

	Hyperactive
	Abnormally active

	Hyperbilirubinaemia
	An excess of bilirubin in the blood

	Hypercalcaemia
	Abnormally high blood calcium concentration

	Hyperglycaemia
	Abnormally high blood sugar (D-glucose) concentration

	Hyperkalaemia
	Abnormally high blood potassium concentration

	Hypernatraemia
	Abnormally high blood sodium concentration

	Hyperpnoea
	Abnormally rapid and deep breathing (see also: Hyperventilation, Tachypnoea)

	Hyperpyrexia
	Abnormally high body temperature 

	Hyperreflexia
	Abnormally exaggerated reflexes

	Hypersalivation
	Excessive production of saliva

	Hypersensitivity 
	Allergic reaction of an individual following exposure to a substance to which there has been prior exposure

	Hypertension
	Abnormally high blood pressure 

	Hyperthermia
	Dangerously high body temperature 

	Hyperventilation
	Increased rate and depth of respiration (see also Hyperpnoea)

	Hypnotic
	Capable of inducing sleep

	Hypocalcaemia
	Abnormally low blood calcium concentration

	Hypoglycaemia
	Abnormally low blood sugar (glucose) concentration

	Hypokalaemia
	Abnormally low blood potassium concentration

	Hypophosphataemia
	Abnormally low blood phosphate concentration

	Hypostatic
	Caused by the combined effects of gravity and poor blood circulation

	Hypotension
	Abnormally low blood pressure

	Hypothermia
	Abnormally low body temperature

	Hypotonia
	Abnormally low muscle tone

	Hypoxia
	Reduction of oxygen in an animal body below physiological requirements (see also: Anoxia, Respiratory depression)

	Iatrogenic
	Induced in a patient by the comments or treatment of a physician. Used especially in connection with inappropriate drug treatment (See also: nosocomial)

	Idiosyncracy
	Unusually high sensitivity to the effects of a substance

	Immunogen
	See: Antigen

	Incontinence
	Lack of voluntary control over the discharge of urine or faeces

	Inebriation
	Excitement or elation induced by alcohol or other drugs (see also: Intoxication)

	Ingestion
	Taking of substances into the body by mouth

	Inotrope
	An agent that increases or decreases the contractility of the heart muscle

	Insecticide
	A pesticide used to control or kill insects

	Inspiration
	In medicine, the act of drawing air into the lungs

	Intoxication
	(i) Poisoning

(ii) Excitement or elation induced by alcohol or other drugs (see also: Inebriation)

	Ischaemia
	Deficiency of blood supply to a part of the body

	Isobestic point
	Wavelength at which the specific absorbances of two inter-convertible materials are the same, regardless of the equilibrium position of the reaction between them

	Isotonic
	A solution in which cells neither swell nor shrink

	Jaundice
	Hepatic disease characterized by the deposition of yellow bile pigments in, for example, the eyes and skin

	Ketoacidosis
	Metabolic acidosis due to the production of excessive amounts of ketones such as acetone

	Ketonuria
	The presence of excessive amounts of ketones such as acetone in urine

	Lachrymation
	The secretion of tears

	Lactic acidosis
	Metabolic acidosis due to the production of excessive amounts of lactic acid

	Lavage
	Washing out of an organ or cavity such as the stomach, intestine or lungs

	Leishmaniasis
	Disease caused by protozoal infection transmitted to humans by sand flies

	Leucocyte
	White blood cell

	Leucocyte count
	Concentration of white blood cells in a sample of blood

	Lipaemia
	The presence of abnormal amounts of fats in the blood

	Lipophilic
	Readily soluble in fats and organic solvents (see also: Hydrophobic)

	Lipophobic
	Not readily soluble in fats and organic solvents (see also: Hydrophilic)

	Maintenance therapy
	Planned long-term drug therapy such as the treatment of opiate dependence with methadone

	Malaise
	Feeling of discomfort or sickness

	Mania
	Mental illness characterized by euphoria, excessively rapid speech, and violent, destructive actions

	MAOIs
	See: Monoamine oxidase inhibitors

	Metabolic acidosis
	An acidosis of metabolic origin (see also: Respiratory acidosis)

	Metabolism
	Chemical reactions occurring in organisms or in systems derived from organisms

	Metabolite
	A substance produced by metabolism

	Methaemoglobin
	Oxidized haemoglobin (Fe2+ oxidized to Fe3+)

	Methaemoglobin-

aemia
	The presence of abnormal amounts of oxidized haemoglobin in blood

	Microsomes
	Spherical particles derived from endoplasmic reticulum when tissues or cells are homogenized

	Miosis
	Contraction of the pupil of the eye (see also: Mydriasis)

	Monoamine Oxidase Inhibitors
	Antidepressants that inhibit oxidative deamination of amines by the enzyme monoamine oxidase (EC 1.4.3.4)

	Mucous heparin
	Heparin prepared from the intestinal mucosae of ruminanats and other animals

	Mydriasis
	Extreme dilation of the pupil of the eye

	Myocardial
	Relating to the myocardium, the muscle of the heart

	Myoclonus
	A sudden shock-like muscular contraction that may involve one or more muscles or a few fibres of a muscle

	Myoglobin
	A protein related to haemoglobin, found in muscle

	Myoglobinuria
	The presence of myoglobin in the urine

	Narcotic
	An agent that produces insensibility or stupor (narcosis)

	Nausea
	A feeling of possible need to vomit

	Necrosis
	Cell death due to anoxia or local toxic or microbiological action. Used particularly to describe  cell death at a focal point in a multicellular organism

	Neonatal
	Newly born

	Nephrotoxic
	Harmful to the kidney

	Neuroleptic
	A drug that produces sedation and tranquillization, used in the treatment of psychosis (see also: Antipsychotic)

	Neuropsychiatric
	Relating to the nervous system and mental processes

	Neurotoxic
	Harmful to nerve tissue

	Neurotransmitter
	Compound such as acetylcholine responsible for transmission of nerve impulses at synapses

	Nosocomial
	Relating to hospital – usually to describe diseases acquired in hospital 

	Noxious
	Harmful

	Nystagmus
	Constant, involuntary, jerky eye movement

	Ocular
	Relating to the eye

	Oedema
	Pathological accumulation of fluid in tissue spaces

	Organelle
	Microstructure or compartment within a cell having a specialized function 

	Oliguria
	Production of a diminished amount of urine in comparison with fluid intake (see also: Anuria, Polyuria)

	Ophthalmic
	Relating to the eye

	Opiate
	A pharmacologically-active agent such as morphine derived from opium

	Opioid
	An agent that binds to opioid receptors found principally in the CNS and in the gastrointestinal tract

	Opium
	The dried juice of the poppy Papaver somniferum

	Opisthotonus
	Extreme arching backwards of the spine and neck as a result of muscle spasm

	Osmolality
	The osmotic strength of a solution

	Osmotic
	Relating to osmosis

	Osteomalacia
	Softening of bones as a result of loss of calcium salts

	Palpitations
	Abnormal awareness of the heartbeat 

	Pancreatitis
	Inflammation of the pancreas

	Papilloedema
	Oedema of the optic nerve-head  

	Paraesthesia
	Numbness and tingling

	Paralysis
	Loss of power of motion in any part of the body

	Paralytic ileus
	Distension of the intestine due to paralysis of the muscle of the intestinal wall

	Parenteral
	Systemic administration of an agent by a route other than through the intestinal canal. Normally refers to intramuscular, intraperitoneal, or intravenous administration of a substance

	Parkinsonism
	Disease characterized by muscle rigidity, hand tremor, mask-like facial expression, amongst other features 

	Parotid gland
	Salivary gland near to the ear

	Peptic ulcer
	An ulcer of the stomach or duodenum

	Perinatal
	In humans, the period between the seventh month of pregnancy and the first week after birth

	Peripheral neuropathy
	Disease characterized by disintegration or destruction of the specialized tissues of the peripheral nervous system

	Peritoneal dialysis
	Procedure whereby blood is dialysed against fluid initially infused into the peritoneal cavity and subsequently removed, used to remove unwanted low relative molecular mass compounds

	Pesticide
	Substance used to kill or control animals, plants, fungi, or other organisms in agricultural, industrial and domestic situations

	Petechiae
	Small red or purple spots caused by accumulation of blood beneath the skin

	Potency
	Of a drug, the amount of drug required to produce a defined physiological or biological response

	Phenotype
	Observable characteristics of an organism determined by its genotype and modulated by its environment

	Phenylketonuria
	Inherited disorder of phenylalanine metabolism characterized by the appearance of phenylpyruvic acid in the urine

	Pin-point pupils
	Extreme contraction of the pupils of the eyes (see also: Miosis)

	Plasma
	The fluid portion of blood (see also: Serum)

	Plasma half-life
	The time taken for the plasma concentration of a substance to decrease by half

	Platelet count
	The concentration of platelets in blood

	Pleurae
	Membranes surrounding the lungs

	Pneumonitis
	Inflammation of the lung

	Poison
	A chemical that may harm or kill an organism

	Polymorphic 
	Having more than one form

	Polymorphism
	In metabolism, inter-individual differences in rates of metabolism – usually as a result of genetic differences

	Polyuria
	Production of an excessive amount of urine in comparison with fluid intake (see also: Anuria, Oliguria)

	Positive displacement pipette
	Device with washable tip used to take up and dispense known volumes of a fluid, and in which the plunger is in physical contact with the fluid. Used to dispense viscous solutions such as whole blood (see also: Semi-automatic pipette)

	Prophylaxis
	Treatment intended to prevent the occurrence of disease

	Protective agent
	Substance that can prevent the manifestations of toxicity of an agent on an organism (see also: Antidote)

	Protein binding
	Adherence (usually non-covalent) of drugs and other agents to protein. In plasma, acidic compounds normally bind to albumin and bases may also bind to α1-acid 
glycoprotein (AAG)

	Proteinaemia
	The presence of excessive amounts of protein in blood

	Prothrombin time
	A measure of the time taken for blood to clot in vitro. Often reported as a ratio to a control (normal) value (International Normalized Ratio, INR)

	Psychoactive
	Affecting the brain and influencing behaviour; psychotropic

	Psychosis
	A serious mental disorder characterized by confusion, delusions, and hallucinations, amongst other features

	Psychotropic
	Affecting the brain and influencing behaviour; psychoactive

	Pulmonary
	Relating to the lungs

	Putrefaction
	Process of decomposition occurring in dead tissue

	Pyrexia
	Raised body temperature; fever

	Reconstitute
	In analytical chemistry, to redissolve a solute after removal of a solvent

	Relative density
	The ratio of the density of a material to the density of a reference material, normally water

	Renal
	Relating to the kidneys

	Repellent
	A substance used to drive away pests such as insects

	Respiratory acidosis
	An acidosis of respiratory origin (see also: Metabolic acidosis)

	Respiratory rate
	Breathing rate

	Respiratory depression
	(i) Abnormally low breathing rate

(ii) Reduction in the amount of oxygen available to tissues (see also: Hypoxia)

	Rhabdomyolysis
	Muscle breakdown leading to the appearance of myoglobin in blood and urine

	Rhinitis
	Inflammation of the nasal passages

	Rodenticides
	Pesticides used to control or kill rats or other rodents

	Rotary mixer
	A device for mixing solutions or suspensions by means of a gentle rotating motion, often used for solvent extraction or other procedures requiring mixing of relatively large quantities of material (see also: Vortex mixer)

	Rubefacient
	Causing reddening of the skin

	Salicylism
	Chronic poisoning caused by excessive use of salicylates

	Scene residue
	Material found at the scene of a crime, suicide, or other event

	Schistosomiasis
	Infection with trematode parasitic flukes of the genus Schistosoma

	Schizophrenia
	A form of psychosis in which there are fundamental distortions of thinking and perception. Delusions and hallucinations are common clinical features

	‘Screening’
	(i) In analytical toxicology, a search for unknown poison(s) by chemical analysis of biological or other specimens (‘drug screen’, ‘poisons screen’)

(ii) In experimental toxicology, a search for possible toxicity in normal use (‘safety screen’)

	Sedative
	A drug that has a calming effect, reducing anxiety and tension

	Semi-automatic pipette
	Device often with disposable tips used to take up and dispense known volumes of aqueous fluids such as plasma or serum Only reliable for fluids with a density and viscosity similar to that of water (see also: Positive displacement pipette)

	Sensitivity
	In analytical chemistry, an indication of the minimum quantity of a substance that can be detected and identified by a test

	Sequelae
	Consequences of disease or injury

	Sequestrant
	A substance that removes an ion or renders it ineffective (see also: Chelate)

	Serum
	(i) The clear, usually watery, fluid that moistens the surface of internal membranes

(ii) The liquid portion of blood that remains after blood clots (see also: Plasma)

	Shock
	In medicine, the general metabolic and other consequences of severe injury, characterized by low body temperature, low blood pressure, rapid pulse, pale, cold, moist skin, and frequently anxiety, restlessness, and vomiting

	Sign
	Objective evidence of disease or an effect induced by a poison, perceptible to an examining physician (see also: Symptom)

	Solvent abuse
	See: Volatile substance abuse

	Speciation 
	Distribution of an element amongst defined chemical species in a system

	Specific gravity
	See: Relative density

	‘Spiked’
	In analytical chemistry, addition of a known amount of a pure compound to a ‘blank’ specimen to act as a positive control or calibrator

	Spray reagent
	See: Visualisation reagent

	Stasis
	Stoppage

	Stellate ganglion block
	Surgical procedure in which local anaesthesia is induced in the branch of the inferior cervical ganglion concerned with vision

	Stimulant
	An agent that increases or enhances activity, for example in the CNS

	Stomatitis
	Inflammation of the mucous membrane of the mouth

	Stupor
	Lethargy; torpor; unconsciousness

	Subclinical
	Changes resulting from disease or intoxication that do not produce clinically recognizable features

	Sublingual
	Beneath the tongue

	Submaxillary gland
	Salivary gland situated beneath the lower jaw

	Supernatant
	Referring to an upper layer of liquid

	Surma

	An Asian cosmetic, often containing antimony or lead, used for staining the eyebrows and eyelids

	Sympathomimetic


A drug which mimics the action of endogenous neurotransmitters in the sympathetic nervous system
	Drug that mimics the action of endogenous neurotransmitters in the sympathetic nervous system

	Symptom
	Subjective evidence of disease or intoxication as perceived by an affected subject (see also: Sign)

	Synapse
	Area of contact between two nerve cells

	Syncope
	Loss of consciousness caused by a sudden fall of blood pressure in the brain

	Synergist
	A substance that increases the effect of another

	Systemic
	Affecting the body as a whole

	Tachyarrhythmia 
	An arrhythmia associated with an excessively rapid heartbeat 

	Tachycardia
	Excessively rapid heartbeat

	Tachypnoea
	Unduly rapid breathing (see also: Hyperpnoea)

	Tetany
	Heightened excitability of the motor nerves with painful muscle cramps

	Thrombocytopoenia
	Decrease in the number of platelets in blood

	Tinnitus
	A continual noise in the ears, such as ringing, buzzing, roaring, or clicking

	Tolerance
	(i) The ability of an organism to experience exposure to potentially harmful amounts of a poison without showing evidence of toxicity

(ii) An adaptive state whereby the pharmacological effects of the same dose of a substance become diminished as a result of repeated exposure

	Toxin
	A poison of natural origin

	Toxic
	Able to cause injury to living organisms as a result of chemical interaction within the organism

	Toxicity
	Any harmful effect of a chemical on an organism

	Toxicology
	The study of the actual or potential danger to organisms presented by the harmful effects of chemicals

	Tranquilizer
	Minor: A drug used to treat anxiety or tension
Major: Drug used to treat psychotic conditions

	Tremor
	Shaking or quivering, especially of the hands

	Tricyclic antidepressants
	Drugs used to treat depression characterized by the presence of three fused rings

	Tuberculosis
	A disease caused by Bacillus tuberculosis characterized by the development of swollen nodules in affected tissues such as the lung

	Ulceration
	Formation of open sores

	Uraemia
	The state arising from kidney failure – literally excess of urea in the blood

	Urinary retention
	An inability to void urine from the bladder

	Urticaria
	An acute or chronic dermatitis characterized by the presence of white, red, or pink spots on the skin accompanied by itching, stinging, or burning sensations

	Vasodilation
	Dilation (expansion) of a blood vessel leading to increased flow of blood through the vessel

	Vehicle
	A substance with which a drug or other substance is mixed for administration or application

	Vertigo
	A sensation of dizziness leading to loss of balance

	Viscosity
	Resistance to flow

	Visualization reagent

	A substance or solution used to reveal the presence of other substances on thin-layer chromatograms, for example

	Volatile substance abuse (VSA)
	The intentional inhalation of volatile substances such as organic solvents or aerosol propellants with the aim of achieving intoxication

	Vortex mixer
	A device for mixing solutions or suspensions by means of a whirling motion that creates a cavity in the centre of the mixture In analytical toxicology used for solvent extraction and other procedures requiring efficient mixing of relatively small quantities of material (up to ca. 10 mL total volume) (see also: Rotary mixer)

	Xenobiotic
	Compound foreign to an organism
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