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DESCRIPTION
Here Sir Terry Farrell, who has built an international career as an architect-planner, encourages other planners and architects to follow
the biologists—look at, learn from, and, indeed, admire the nature of the forces that drive the change, and then with humility and
respect work with them to nudge, anticipate and prepare for where it takes us. Searching for patterns within the apparent turbulence
and complexity, he analyses the notions of urban design and urban evolution and examines whether or not they need necessarily be
seen as opposing one another. The first two chapters discuss emergence as an idea in a biological and architectural context, as well
as the distinction between urban design and planning in both education and practice, and the impact of other fields such as landscape
design. Seven further chapters examine a range of themes embracing the importance of chain reactions in the progress of urban
engineering; the character of habitation; layering; taste and context; adaptation and conversion; the advocacy of the architect-planner;
and the effects of digital technology on city evolution. Farrell brings his considerable experience in practice to bear, elucidating his
thoughts with examples from cities across the world, including Beijing, Hong Kong, London, New York, and Paris.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sir Terry Farrell is considered to be the UK’s leading architect-planner, with offices in London and Hong Kong. During 40 years in
practice he has completed many award-winning projects in the UK including the MI6 Building and the Home Office Headquarters
in London, The Deep in Hull, the Centre For Life in Newcastle, and masterplans for the Greenwich Peninsula, Brindleyplace
in Birmingham and Newcastle’s Quayside. In East Asia, notable projects include Incheon Airport in Seoul, Beijing Station and

Guangzhou Station in China (the largest in the world) and in Hong Kong he designed the Peak Tower, Kowloon Station and
development and the British consulate. Throughout his career, Sir Terry has championed urban planning and helped shape central
and local government policy on key issues. In London, he is a member of the Mayor’s Design Advisory Panel and he has advised
the Department for Transport on high-speed rail, as well as the Department for Communities and Local Government. He has
led for several years the design and planning of the Thames Gateway, Europe’s largest regeneration project. In 2010, he was
appointed masterplanner for the transformation of Holborn and Earls Court. In 2013, he was invited by the Minister of Culture to
lead an independent review of architecture and the built environment. He is the recipient of the London Planning Award 2012–13
for ‘Greatest Contribution to Planning and Development over the last 10 years’.
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