
1.5 SkillBuilder: Sequencing events in
chronological order
1.5.1 Tell me
What is a timeline?
A timeline is a diagrammatic tool for placing events in chronological order (the order in which they
happened). A simple chronology would be, for example, one that showed in sequence, or time order, key
events of a day in your life.

SOURCE 1 A simple chronology

Why are timelines useful?
Timelines are useful because they can help us make sense of events in the past. Timelines are particularly
useful in the study of history. Creating a history timeline will help us to:• understand the order in which events occurred• describe the time distances between events• identify what has changed over time• identify what has stayed the same over time• analyse how one event might relate to other events• compare what might have been happening in different places at the same time• assess if one event might have led to another event (cause and effect).

Generally, timelines are constructed using a sequence of dates with the addition of descriptive labels. The
timeline may cover a short period (see SOURCE 2) or many centuries (see SOURCE 3). In print, timelines may
be as simple as a horizontal or vertical line, or highly visual with use of colour and images. Using digital
technology, online timelines can be interactive, where users can click on a date and see a descriptive label or
an image, or even hear an audio narrative or sound effects.
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SOURCE 2 Timeline of the Cold War between 1945 and 1991

February 1945

Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin meet at the Yalta

Conference between 4 and 11 February.

July–August 1945

Churchill, Truman and Stalin meet at the Potsdam

Conference to make decisions on post-war Europe,

between 17 July and 2 August.

August 1945

The USA drops the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima

on 6 August.

1947

Truman announces a foreign policy

(the Truman Doctrine) to assist any country

threatened by communism on 12 March.

1948

The USSR cuts off all access to the western

sector of Berlin; food is delivered to Berlin by air

(the Berlin Airlift) on 24 June.

1950

Australian forces are sent to Korea, starting on 1 July.

1955

Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany,

Hungary, Poland, Romania, and the USSR sign a

collective defence treaty (the Warsaw Pact) on

14 May.

1962

During the Cuban Missile Crisis, a USA spy plane

captures pictures of long-range USSR

missiles in Cuba on 14 October.

1969

Apollo 11 lands on the Moon on 20 July.

1975

The North Vietnamese army captures Saigon on

30 April.

1980

A number of western countries, including the

USA, boycott the summer Olympic Games held in

Moscow starting on 19 July.

1987

Gorbachev announces his intention to follow a policy

of glasnost (openness and freedom of speech) and

perestroika (reconstruction of the Soviet economy)

on 27 January.

1991

Russia formally dissolves the Soviet Union on

26 December.

1946

Churchill delivers his ‘Sinews of Peace’

speech (also known as the ‘Iron Curtain’

speech) on 5 March.

1947

The Marshall Plan, a program of economic aid

offered by the USA to European countries, is

announced on 5 June.

1949

The USSR ends the blockade of Berlin on 12 May.

1953

The Korean War ends with an armistice signed on

27 July.

1961

A wall is built in Berlin and borders are sealed

between East and West Germany, starting

on 13 August.

1965

Prime Minister Menzies commits Australian troops

to fight in Vietnam on 29 April.

1972

The USA and USSR sign a Strategic

Arms Limitation Talk (SALT) agreement on 26 May.

1978

The USSR invades Afghanistan on 24 December.

1984

A number of countries, including the USSR, boycott

the summer Olympic Games held in Los

Angeles starting on 28 July.

1989

The Berlin Wall falls; the East German government

announces that all citizens can visit

West Germany on 9 November.

May 1945

VE Day: Germany surrenders on 8 May.

1945

1950

1955

1960

1965

1970

1975

1980

1985

1990

1995

August 1945

The USA drops the second atomic bomb on

Nagasaki on 8 August.

CE

CE
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SOURCE 3 An example of a horizontal timeline that uses coloured bars to compare significant events in different
places at the same point in time
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League of
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1.5.2 Show me
How to create a timeline
Timelines can cover very short or very long periods of time.• They can focus on just a few months or years.• They can focus on big, sweeping changes over thousands of years.• In most cases, they are divided up into equal blocks of time, such as decades or centuries. This is not

essential but it helps us to see not only the order of events but how close or how far apart they were.• A break in the timeline (using a zigzag line, for instance) can show a long span of time between one
date and the next.• To make equal blocks of time you need to use a scale — for example, 1 centimetre = 10 years.• Timelines can be horizontal (across the page) with the earliest dates on the left and later dates to the
right.• Alternatively, they can be vertical (down the page), in which case the dates usually run from the
earliest at the top to the latest at the bottom.• Often we have only approximate dates for events in ancient history. In those cases, we put ‘c.’ in front
of the date. This stands for the Latin word circa, which is Latin for ‘around’ or ‘about’.

STEP 1
Study the source timelines in this subtopic. Look at the way they have been constructed. When creating a
timeline you need to consider:• will it be vertical or horizontal?• will you use images and a diagrammatic approach or a simple ruler structure?• what will the time division be?• what scale will you use to represent time periods?

STEP 2
Mark events alongside the appropriate time period of the timeline. Use pointers to indicate the exact
location on the timeline where the event belongs.

STEP 3
Make sure your completed timeline has a clear title. The title should state:• the time period covered• the subject or theme• the beginning and end dates.
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Model

SOURCE 4 The steps by which countries were drawn
into World War I

19141914

12 August   
Britain and France
declare war on
Austria–Hungary

5 July   
Germany pledges 
support for its ally
Austria–Hungary

23 July   
Austria–Hungary 
presents ultimatum 
to Serbia, which would 
curb its efforts to 
secure independence

28 July   
Austria–Hungary 
declares war 
on Serbia

30 July   
Russia mobilises its 
troops to support
its ally Bosnia

1 August   
Germany 
declares 
war on 
Russia

3 August   
Germany declares
war on France and
invades Belgium

4 August   
Britain declares
war on Germany
in support of 
its ally France

6 August   
Austria–Hungary 
declares war 
on Russia

28 June   
Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand 
assassinated

1.5.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

1.5 ACTIVITIES
1. Construct a timeline of the modern world and Australia between 1939 and the present.

• Use a vertical or horizontal timeline.
• Decide on the scale you will use.
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Key events for your timeline
1939 Britain declares war on Germany.

1940 The Battle of Britain prevents a German invasion of Britain.

1941 Australians hold out for months against German forces in the Tobruk siege.

1942 Australians turn back the Japanese advance in Papua.

1944 The ‘D Day’ landings take place in France.

1945 Germany surrenders on 7 May.

1945 Japan formally surrenders on 2 September.

1948 The UN adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

1949 Immigrants from many European nations are employed in the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric
Scheme.

1950 North Korea invades South Korea on 25 June.

1953 The Korean armistice is signed.

1954 Pro-French forces defeated in Vietnam; the Geneva Conference divides Vietnam into North and South.

1956 Australia airs its first television broadcast on 16 September.

1956 Melbourne hosts the Summer Olympics, starting on 22 November.

1962 Australia sends military advisers to South Vietnam.

1967 In a referendum, more than 90 per cent of Australians vote for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples to be included in determinations of population.

1973 Australia’s voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

1975 The North Vietnamese army captures Saigon on 30 April.

1975 The Whitlam government is dismissed on 11 November.

1983 A High Court ruling blocks the damming of Tasmania’s Franklin River.

1992 In the Mabo case, the High Court recognises Indigenous ownership of the land for the first time.

2000 Sydney hosts the Summer Olympics.

2008 Prime Minister Kevin Rudd delivers a formal apology to the members of the Stolen Generations.

2015 In Paris, 150 countries sign a draft Agreement at the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change to work towards capping global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

2016 The High Court dismisses a challenge to the legality of the Immigration Detention centre on Nauru.

Your timeline will help you to analyse and compare events. For example, you could use it to answer questions
such as the following:

• When did World War II begin and end?
• Which city first hosted the Summer Olympic Games in Australia?

2. Apply your skills to answer the following questions.
(a) What time span does your timeline cover (i.e. how many years in total are covered by your timeline)?
(b) How many years elapsed between the end of World War II and the start of the Korean War?
(c) Which came first — the High Court’s recognition of Indigenous ownership of the land or Kevin Rudd’s

formal apology to the members of the Stolen Generations?
(d) Identify five events that were significant for Australia during the period of time illustrated on the timeline.
(e) What events of significance for Australia occurred during the period of the Vietnam War?
( f) What was the consequence of the defeat of the French Union forces in 1954 and the decision to divide

Vietnam into North and South? (Hint: Look for the events that happened after these events.)
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