
2.13 Review
2.13.1 Key knowledge summary
2.2 Examining the evidence• We have vast amounts of sources for this period.• They include official records, mass media reports and personal records such as diaries, letters and

memoirs.

2.3 The peace treaties and the League of Nations• At the peace conferences after World War I, harsh terms were imposed by the victors on the defeated
powers and this caused great bitterness.• The League of Nations offered the only hope of preventing further wars but it lacked any effective
powers to stop aggression.

2.4 The ‘Roaring Twenties’• The 1920s was an age of mass production, mass consumption and changing values.• It was also an age of intolerance, discrimination, poverty, deep social divisions and political unrest.

2.5 The Great Depression• The 1930s depression was caused by overproduction, speculation and extreme inequality.• It quickly spread around much of the world.• Some countries, including Australia and Germany, were particularly badly affected.

2.6 Communism — dream or nightmare?• The Bolshevik (communist) Revolution soon became a one-party dictatorship.• The one-party dictatorship was turned into a one-man dictatorship under Joseph Stalin.• Although it had turned into a nightmare in the USSR, the communist dream continued to find
followers in the capitalist world.

2.7 The rise of fascism• Fascism first came to power in Italy.• This ideology was violently nationalist, racist, anti-communist, anti-socialist and anti-democratic.• Fascist movements formed in many countries, including Australia, Germany and Spain.

2.8 The Nazis take power in Germany• The rise to power of the German fascists, the Nazis, was aided by the Great Depression and
middle-class fears of communism.• Hitler consolidated Nazi power through violence and propaganda.• From 1934, the Nazi regime controlled all aspects of German political, economic, social and
cultural life.

2.9 Japanese militarism• Extreme nationalists in Japan shared most traits with European fascists.• The Japanese military used terror against their opponents at home and committed aggression in
Manchuria from 1932.• From 1937, Japan launched a full-scale invasion of China and committed terrible atrocities.

2.10 The road to war in Europe• During the 1930s, Italy and Germany committed acts of aggression in Europe and Africa.• The Western powers adopted policies of appeasement, which only encouraged further fascist
aggression.• The West finally took a stand over threats to Poland.• After Germany invaded Poland on 1 September 1939, Britain and France declared war on Germany.
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SOURCE 1 A timeline of the causes of World War II

1931

Japan invades Manchuria.

1939

Germany invades and takes
the remainder of Czechoslovakia.

Germany invades Poland and World War II begins.

1938

Germany annexes Austria.
At the Munich Conference, Germany gains the 

Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia.

1937

Japan invades China.

1933

Hitler and the Nazis gain power in Germany. 
Germany and Japan withdraw from the 

League of Nations.

1924

1926

1928

1930

1932

1934

1936

1938

1940

1920

1922

1918

CE

1919

The Treaty of Versailles is signed. 
Revolutionary outbreaks occur across Europe.

1923

Hitler attempts to seize power in Germany 
in the unsuccessful Munich Putsch.

1922

Mussolini and his fascists take power in Italy. The 
former Russian Tsarist Empire becomes the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).

1929

The Great Depression begins.

1924

The Nazis win only 

3 per cent of votes in German elections

1935

Germany announces rearmament and 
conscription. Fascist Italy invades 
Abyssinia (Ethiopia).

1936

German troops re-enter the Rhineland. 
Germany and Italy support Franco in the 
Spanish Civil War and become allies. Germany 
and Japan become allies. Stalin purges his 
opponents in the Communist Party and the 
military in the USSR.

CE

1932

Unemployment reaches its peak in the worst year of 
the Great Depression.

1921

The Bolsheviks win the

Russian Civil War
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2.13.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

2.13 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
After the horrors of World War I, what could possibly have happened to spark another global war?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivities Origins of World War II crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS
Abyssinia the only independent African state in 1935, now called Ethiopia
Allies Britain, France and the other states on the winning side in World War I
anarchists revolutionaries who want an equal society based on cooperation rather than government or

coercive laws
armistice a ceasefire or truce that ends fighting in a conflict, so terms for permanent peace can be discussed
Aryan term used by the Nazis to describe ‘pure-blooded’ Germanic peoples
assembly line mass production method in which each worker completes the same operation over and over
capitalist economic system based on private ownership of capital, free markets and competition
concentration camps prison camps where people were beaten, tortured, starved and used as slave labour
dissidents people who publicly disagree with government policy or actions
dole payments to the unemployed, usually in the form of coupons to exchange for food
dominions the British Empire’s self-governing settler colonies
foment encourage or foster rebellion
hire purchase buying and using a product while paying for it in instalments
hyperinflation such an extreme rise in prices that a currency loses any real value
indoctrinate to teach or instruct in a way that is almost brainwashing
isolationist foreign policy based on avoiding involvement in the affairs of other countries
left-wing support for progressive beliefs, such as the intervention of government in society to create greater

equality
lynchings the execution of a person without authority or process of law
mandates commission to act on behalf of the League of Nations to govern a people considered not ready to

govern themselves
militarism excessive influence of military values and pro-war ideas
paramilitary armed forces outside the official military
plebiscites direct vote in which electors give their opinion on an issue
prohibition 1920s nationwide ban in the US on the making, transporting or selling of alcoholic drinks
Putsch an attempt to seize political power by force
radicals a person who advocates fundamental or revolutionary changes in current practices, conditions

or institutions
reparations payments as compensation for damage caused
Reichstag the German Parliament
right-wingers support for conservative beliefs, such as individual enterprise, and a belief that government should

not intervene in the economy
socialist support for an economic system based on public ownership of industry to create

greater equality
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soviets councils, originally elected by workers or peasants
stock exchange a place where stocks (shares in companies) are bought and sold
stockbrokers someone whose job is to buy and sell shares on behalf of others
Third Reich the Nazi name for their regime in Germany. Reich means empire.
United Fronts policy of communist parties forming alliances with other parties to combat fascism
USSR’s the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or Soviet Union, the name of the former Russian Empire

from 1922
Weimar Republic the democratic system of government in Germany from 1919 to early 1933, so called because

its constitution was written in the city of Weimar
welfare government system to provide help to members of society who need support
White Russians those who wanted to crush the revolution and restore the old Russian order
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