
3.18 Review
3.18.1 Key knowledge summary
3.2 Examining the evidence• We have enormous amounts of written primary sources and artefacts from World War II in museums

and archives.• World War II was the first major conflict in which movie cameras were used extensively and there are
many visual sources that were created for propaganda or to document events.

3.3 Overview of World War II to 1944• Nazi Germany quickly overran Western Europe in 1940, leaving the British Empire standing alone.• The Axis invasion of the USSR gave Britain a powerful new ally.• The beginning of the Pacific War brought the war close to Australia, but it also brought the USA into
the conflict.• There were several turning points in the war in Europe and the Pacific in 1942.• From 1943, the Axis powers were losing the war.

3.4 Australians at war: enlistment and the Mediterranean battles• Australia was unprepared for war and, unlike in World War I, there was no enthusiastic rush to enlist.• Australians achieved victories in the Middle East and suffered defeat in Greece and Crete in 1941.• After Japan entered the war in December 1941, only the 9th Division of the AIF was kept in the
Middle East.

3.5 Australia under threat• In December 1941, Curtin issued his ‘call to America’.• ‘Fortress Singapore’ fell to the Japanese in February 1942 and soldiers of the 8th Division AIF became
POWs.• Japanese bombing raids took place over northern Australia.• Curtin clashed with the British over deployment of the Australian 7th Division.

3.6 Australians in the Pacific War: Kokoda• Australians feared invasion in 1942, although it later became known that Japan had no plans nor the
capability to invade Australia.• Australian militia and Papuan infantry struggled to hold the Japanese on the Kokoda Track until they
were reinforced.• Lack of supplies forced a Japanese retreat from late September.

3.7 Australians in the Pacific War: beyond Kokoda• Australians fought the Japanese in Papua and New Guinea from 1942 to 1944.• In the closing stages of the war, Australians were deployed in ‘unnecessary campaigns’ in New
Guinea, New Britain, Bougainville and Borneo.• The RAAF and RAN both played wider roles in the war in Europe, Asia and the Pacific.

3.8 Australian prisoners of war• Australians experienced different kinds of treatment in the hands of the Germans and Japanese.• More than two-thirds of Australian POWs were prisoners of the Japanese and more than one-third of
those prisoners died due to brutal treatment, overwork, starvation and diseases.• Conquered Asians, especially Chinese, suffered terribly at the hands of the Japanese.

3.9 The Australian home front• The Australian government assumed sweeping powers in order to direct the war effort, including
limited conscription.• Civilians were heavily involved in the war effort through war work and volunteer activities.
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3.10 Australian women at war• Australian women helped the war effort through voluntary work, taking jobs in munitions and
replacing men who had enlisted in the services.• The Women’s Land Army had around 3000 members who carried out rural jobs in place of men who
had enlisted.• Tens of thousands of women served in the AWAS, WAAAF and WRANS and the medical and nursing
services.

3.11 Australia’s relations with the US• The alliance between Australia and the US has been seen as a turning point in Australia’s foreign
relations.• It was convenient in 1942 for both countries.• There were underlying tensions and conflicting priorities.

3.12 The end of the war• In 1944 the Allies opened a new front with the D-Day landings in France while the Red Army
advanced against Germany along the eastern front.• Soviet troops captured Berlin in 1945.• Hitler committed suicide and one week later, on 7 May 1945, Germany surrendered, ending the war in
Europe.• The Pacific War was ended in August 1945 following the dropping of two US atomic bombs on
Japanese cities.

3.13 War crimes and retribution• The decision of the Allies to put Nazi and Japanese war criminals on trial was supported by the newly
formed United Nations Organization (UN).• Japanese war criminals were prosecuted though the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.• Nazi war criminals were prosecuted through the International Military Tribunal at the Nuremburg War
Crimes trials.

3.14 Changing international relations• Australia’s Labor government was a strong supporter of the UN.• Dr H.V. Evatt played a leading role in shaping the UN Charter.• Under Labor, Australia supported Indonesia’s quest for independence.• Australia realised that it could not depend on British protection and it moved closer to the US,
expecting it to take the place of Britain as Australia’s new protector.

3.15 Commemoration and contested debates• Anzac Day became a day for the remembrance of sacrifice in World War II as well as World War I.• The concept of a ‘Battle for Australia Day’ was advanced in the 1990s and adopted in 2008, but it was
and is still controversial.• There have been many contested debates about crucial aspects of World War II and they are ongoing.

3.18.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

3.18 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview: <content to come>
content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.
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Interactivity The course and consequences of World War II crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
aliens a person born in another country who is not yet a citizen of the country in which they live
Fortress Europa the term used by Hitler to describe the defences along the coastline of Europe from Denmark to

southern France
internment to be put in prison for political or military reasons, either real or perceived
ideologies set of ideas or beliefs that guide an individual, group, society or nation and provide the basis of

political systems
Luftwaffe the German air force during World War II
militia a body of men called up for military service only in emergencies
Normandy a region of France on the Atlantic coast
partisans irregular fighters using guerrilla tactics behind enemy lines
RAF Britain’s Royal Air Force
rationing controlling the distribution of something when supplies are low
rearguard action direct engagement with the enemy by troops protecting a retreating force
‘scorched earth’ military strategy of destroying or removing everything that could be used by an

advancing enemy
spearheaded to lead an attack
South-West Pacific Zone area, including New Guinea and what is now Indonesia, within which Australian

conscripts could be sent to fight after February 1943
tried in absentia tried even though the accused is not present in court
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