
6.12 Review
6.12.1 Key knowledge summary
6.2 Examining the evidence• Since the 1960s the environment movement has grown considerably in strength as both experts and

ordinary citizens have become involved.• Visual sources, such as photographs, text sources such as books, articles, letters and songs, as well as
official reports, are readily available historical sources on the environment movement.

6.3 The national park movement• North America led the way in establishing the world’s first national park, Yellowstone, in 1872.• Australia established the second, later known as Royal National Park, in Sydney in 1879.• Other nations such as Canada and New Zealand followed.

6.4 Growing impacts on the environment• Impacts arising out of the Industrial Revolution, such as rapid urbanisation and expansion to exploit
resources in new colonies, resulted in significant costs to the health of the global environment. In
Australia, industrialisation and urbanisation after European settlement led to environmental issues of
land clearance, deforestation and pollution. From the 1960s onward, some Australian farmers
pioneered conservational agriculture and organic farming.

6.5 The contemporary environment movement• The contemporary environment movement grew in response to world events, such as the civil rights
and anti-war movements of the 1960s and 1970s. The world’s first Earth Day was celebrated in 1970.• Popular culture played a role in highlighting environmental concerns: in music, books and magazines.• New ideas such as the Gaia hypothesis were expounded and Green political parties were founded.• In Australia, the Australian Greens were politically active from the 1970s onward, having electoral
success particularly in Tasmania.

6.6 Defending the environment• Environmental organisations became more sophisticated in the 1970s, with activists protesting a range
of issues.• Greenpeace was formed in 1971 and continues its environmental campaigns today through peaceful
protest.• Environmental activism in Australia took the form of union activism and ‘green bans’, as well as
campaigns by organisations such as the Wilderness Society.• Key campaigns were in Tasmania to save Lake Pedder from being dammed. This failed, but a
campaign to save the Franklin River was successful in 1983.

6.7 The Atomic Age• Fears of nuclear war followed the detonation of atomic bombs in 1945.• The Cold War saw the superpowers of the US and the USSR locked in an uneasy nuclear truce.• The nuclear reactor disaster at Chernobyl in 1986 convinced many people that nuclear power was a
threat to humankind and the planet itself.• Britain conducted nuclear testing on Australian soil at Emu Junction and Maralinga.• At Jabiluka, a long campaign against proposed uranium mining on the lands of the Mirrar people was
finally successful in 2005.

6.8 Global environmental issues: responses• Climate change is a global environmental problem that requires a coordinated international response.• The Kyoto Protocol and various climate change conferences under the auspices of the United Nations
have attempted to convince countries reduce their greenhouse emissions.• Other environmental issues, such as the threat to the Great Barrier Reef, are not just Australian
environmental issues but international issues.
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6.9 Australia’s environmental future• Australia’s environmental future is under pressure from population increase, economic growth and
climate change.• In the early 1990s, concern about the environment was extremely high. Our biggest environmental
concerns were air pollution, destruction of trees and ecosystems, ocean pollution and the depletion of
the ozone layer.• However, statistics gathered in 2007–08 saw a reduction in concern. Since then, Australians’ levels of
concern for the environment have returned to close to where they were at the turn of the millennium.• The strategy of ‘think global, act local’ finds expression in many grassroots organisations in
communities and neighbourhoods.
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SOURCE 1 Timeline of the environment movement, 1870s to present

March 1872

In recognition of the importance of parkland, US

Congress approves the establishment of Yellowstone

National Park.

1978

The Sea Shepherd makes its maiden voyage,

establishing itself as an aggressive protector

of marine wildlife.  

September 2008

Professor Ross Garnaut releases his much-anticipated

report on the effects of climate change on the

Australian economy. 

August 2010

The Australian Greens receive 13 per cent of the national

vote, giving each of the six states a representative in

the Senate, a first for any minor party.

2015

In July, the United Nations World Heritage Committee

decides against declaring the Great Barrier Reef

as endangered.

June 2010

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd loses the Labor leadership

after failing in the eyes of many to tackle climate change,

which he had called ‘the greatest moral challenge

of our generation’.   

2015

In December in Paris, 150 countries sign a draft

Agreement at the United Nations Framework Convention

on Climate Change to work towards capping global

temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius      

September 1962

In her book Silent Spring, Rachel Carson argued that 

irresponsible industrial and farming practices were 

having a direct negative impact on the natural world.

June 1971

Sydney’s Builders Labourers Federation impose the first

‘green ban’, refusing to allow AV Jennings to begin

construction on the last remaining bushland on the

Parramatta foreshore. 

1972

Months of protest end in failure when the Hydro- Electric

Commission floods Tasmania’s Lake Pedder.

September 1969

Protesters abseil 300 m down the side of an office block

to protest the proposed mining of Colong Caves in

New South Wales.  

1976

Conservationists win a major battle when a decision by 

the courts forces US company Dillingham-Murphyores 

to stop sand mining on Fraser Island.

July 1983

Peaceful protest and clever use of national newspapers 

culminate in a federal court ruling to block the damming 

of Tasmania’s Franklin River.

1974

The federal government releases the National Parks and 

Wildlife Act 1974, outlining the types of environments 

suitable for conservation and the methods by which they 

would be conserved.

1879

Australia creates the world’s second national park 32 km 

outside Sydney, known simply as ‘The National Park’.

1982

1992

2002

2022

2012

1882

1962

1972

1872

CE

CE
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6.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

6.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
Earth is very big. Why does it need people to fight on its behalf to protect the environment?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivities The environment movement crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS
biosphere the part of the Earth and its atmosphere in which living organisms exist or that is capable of

supporting life
blockades blocking the movement of something
cold War A battle of ideologies, after World War II, between the Western bloc nations led by the superpower

United States and the Eastern Bloc nations led by the superpower USSR.
colonial nation a nation that has foreign settlements, or colonies, under its control
deforestation the removal of trees or forest
delegation a person or group appointed to represent others
ecotourism tourism to places having unspoiled natural resources
fallout the fall of radioactive particles after a nuclear explosion
gaia hypothesis the idea that all living organisms and inorganic matter are part of a dynamic system that

regulates the biosphere
geysers a natural hot spring that intermittently ejects a column of water and steam into the air
global warming the observable trend of rising world temperatures over the past century, particularly the last few

decades
grassroots involving ordinary people in a community or organisation
industrial revolution enormous social and economic changes brought about by the shift from hand

manufacturing to large-scale factory production
manifesto a public declaration of principles, policies or intentions
organism an individual form of life
permaculture landscapes that are designed to mimic the patterns and relationships found in nature and yield an

abundance of food, fibre and energy
radical a person who advocates fundamental or revolutionary changes in current practices, conditions or

institutions
reservations pieces of land set apart by the federal government for a special purpose, especially to hold and

control a Native American people
tailings refuse left over after ore has been processed
technocrats a scientific or technical expert with a high position
uranium a radioactive element used in the construction of nuclear fuels and weapons
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