
7.12 Review
7.12.1 Key knowledge summary
7.2 Examining the evidence• Immigration was a unique and dominant feature of Australian society from the second half of the

twentieth century.• Our knowledge of migration experiences comes from statistical data gathered from government and
non-government sources.• Oral history also plays a part in revealing the impact of immigration on the immigrants themselves and
on Australia.• Photographs and other artefacts help historians understand the migration story, but this evidence needs
to be contextualised on the basis of where it has been sourced.

7.3 Waves of migration• Australia has experienced three identifiable ‘waves’ of migration in the post-World War II period.• These included the first wave of displaced persons, European refugees; assisted migrants during the
1950s and 1960s; and the final wave made up immigrants who are supplementing Australia’s skill
shortage.• Australia has responded with three immigration policies: assimilation, integration and multiculturalism.• Alongside these ‘waves’ there has been an increase in asylum seekers reaching Australian shores since
the late 1970s.

7.4 Changing immigration policy• The legacy of the White Australia Policy has had a significant impact on the Australian outlook and
Australia’s relationship to its Asian neighbours.• The impact of World War II created an impetus to build up Australia’s population as a means of
defence against perceived external threats.• This facilitated the first wave of immigrants from non-traditional sources; that is, not Anglo-Celtic
immigrants.

7.5 New Australians• Assisted migration increased Australia’s population significantly.• Migrants were initially housed in reception centres such as Bonegilla.• The experiences of some immigrants at these reception centres was not ideal.• This indicated that the policy of assimilation was not suitable for many migrants. The policy of
integration was introduced, but this too did not suit the reality of the migration experience for people.• The impact of the assisted migration scheme upon the Australian economy was overwhelmingly
positive.

7.6 Immigration from Asia• Following the Vietnam War there was a significant increase in the number of Indochinese refugees.• Australia received many of these refugees and this challenged previous immigration policies.• The experience of immigration moved Australia towards multiculturalism and closer relations with
regional neighbours.• This was not a view shared by all Australians and some people, such as Professor Blainey, queried the
speed of Asian immigration in the 1980s.

7.7 Australia’s evolving immigration policy• By the mid-1970s, the White Australia Policy was formally denounced and Australia adopted the
encompassing policy of multiculturalism.• This policy had benefits for both migrants and Australians.• Once again, this was not universally welcomed by Australians and some advocated a challenge to this
policy and a return to integration or assimilation.
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7.8 Seeking asylum in Australia• Australian immigration policy has been challenged by a growth in the number of asylum seekers.• Responses to this have divided Australians in both public and political life.• Australia has failed to deliver a humane, successful approach to dealing with asylum seekers.• This failure has been critical in the selection of governments at a federal level where many Australians
have voted for conservative policies while others have protested vehemently for compassionate
strategies in dealing with the problem.

7.9 The migrant contribution• Australia has ultimately gained from its migrant experience.• This is most obvious in the economic sphere where migrants fill skills shortages in Australia’s
employment market.• Immigration has facilitated Australia’s relations in the Asian region, particularly through the education
of Asian students.• Australia’s cultural heritage is intrinsically linked with the migration experience. The nation is richer
because of migration.

7.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

7.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:<content to come>
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your

learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Migration experiences crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS
Anglo-Celtic an inhabitant of Australia who was or whose ancestors were born in the British Isles, including

England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales
assimilation the process in which individuals or groups of differing origins take on the basic attitudes, habits

and lifestyles of another culture
communism a system of government in which the state controls the economy, in an attempt to ensure that all

goods are equally shared by the people
integration policy requiring immigrants to publicly adopt the new country’s culture while still being able to

celebrate their own culture privately
multiculturalism policy recognising an immigrant’s right to practise whichever culture they wish so long as they

do not break the law
oral history a method of gathering and preserving historical information through recorded interviews with

participants in past events and ways of life
permanent residency status allowing a person to live indefinitely in a country, while retaining citizenship of

another country
picket a group of people who try to persuade others from doing something; for example, trade unionists

dissuading workers from working during a strike
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sound bite a brief statement, as by a politician, taken from an audiotape or videotape and broadcast especially
during a news report

sovereign nation a nation that has the right to determine its own laws and future
statistician a compiler of statistical data
visa a government document allowing the holder to enter or exit a country
White Australia Policy an Australian government policy that restricted immigration to Australia to white

migrants
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