
8.14 Review
8.14.1 Key knowledge summary
8.2 Examining the evidence• Newspapers provide us with valuable information about events and opinions from our recent past.• Film and TV accounts of recent events can provide a source of information for historians.• Government documents are kept in archives, and are released to the public after a period of

confidentiality.• Many of the participants in political and other events have written their own accounts of these events.

8.3 The Cold War in Asia• The defeat of the Japanese in Asia in 1945 left a power vacuum that set up conflict between former
colonial powers and independence movements.• Many of these independence movements were influenced by the ideals of communism.• The US began to see communism in Asia as a threat, and believed that it should fight against the
possible spread of communism.• The victory of the Communist Party in China was seen as a threat because it was believed that China
would support communist revolutions in other Asian countries.• The Korean War saw the first open conflict between communism and the western powers.• The Malayan Emergency saw British and Commonwealth troops fighting against communist guerrillas
on the Malay peninsula.

8.4 Anti-communism in Australia and the US• In the US, the House Un-American Activities Committee set out to investigate suspected communists
in government and the entertainment industry.• Senator Joseph McCarthy became an outspoken anti-communist campaigner.• In Australia, Robert Menzies campaigned on an anti-communist platform during the 1949 election.• Menzies attempted to ban the Communist Party of Australia, but his attempts were found to be
unconstitutional.• Australian troops were sent to fight communists in both Korea and Malaya.• In the early 1950s, the Menzies government signed treaties designed to combat communism.• A strong anti-communist movement, led by B.A. Santamaria, began to infiltrate the Australian Labor
Party in the 1940s and 1950s.

8.5 The Petrov affair• ASIO had been established as a counter-espionage body in 1949.• In 1954, Vladimir Petrov, a diplomat from the Russian embassy in Canberra, approached ASIO,
claiming there was a communist spy ring in Australia and that he wished to defect.• Prime Minister Menzies established a Royal Commission to investigate Petrov’s allegations.• Mrs Petrov sought asylum in Australia after Russian agents attempted to return her to Moscow.• The immediate aftermath of the establishment of the Royal Commission was the defeat of the Labor
Party in an election many believed it had been likely to win.

8.6 The aftermath of the Petrov affair• Labor leader Evatt defended two of his staff members before the Petrov Royal Commission, and used
the opportunity to attack the whole process of investigating Petrov and his allegations.• The rift between the mainstream of the Labor Party and the anti-communist movement within the party
led to Evatt accusing the ‘Groupers’ of disloyalty.• Anti-communist members of the ALP in the Victorian State Executive were expelled from the party
and refused admittance to the 1955 Federal Conference.• Suspended anti-communist ALP members of the Victorian parliament supported a vote of no
confidence in the state Labor government, leading to a state election, which was won by Henry Bolte’s
Liberal Party.
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• Prime Minister Menzies took advantage of the split in the ALP to call an early election.• The ALP government in Queensland also split in 1957, leading to the electoral defeat of that
government.• The ALP remained out of power for a long time federally and in a number of states as a result of the
DLP directing preferences towards Liberal and Country coalitions.

8.7 War in Vietnam• Many Vietnamese, including communist leader Ho Chi Minh, had been campaigning for independence
from French colonial rule since the 1920s.• When the Japanese were defeated in 1945, Ho Chi Minh declared Vietnam to be independent, but the
French re-imposed colonial rule.• Vietnamese forces eventually defeated the French in 1954 and a peace conference temporarily divided
the country at the 17th parallel.• When the government of South Vietnam refused to hold elections for the reunification of the country,
hostilities broke out between the South, supported by the USA, and the government of the North and
its supporters still living in the South.• From the early 1960s, American forces increased their presence in South Vietnam to support the
anti-communist government.• Australia also sent troops to Vietnam in support of the Americans and the South Vietnamese
government.• Eventually, the unpopularity of the war in countries such as the USA and Australia led to the
withdrawal of foreign troops from Vietnam, and the country was eventually reunited under communist
rule.

8.8 Vietnam and Australian politics• Australia’s involvement in Vietnam was initially popular with voters and the Liberal–Country Party
Coalition won a landslide victory in 1966.• As Australia committed more and more troops to Vietnam, and more information became available to
the public, the war became increasingly unpopular in Australia.• By mid 1969, a majority of Australians were opposed to the war, and many expressed their view by
joining in anti-war protests.• The Vietnam War and conscription became a defining issue for many in Australia, whose longer-term
political views were influenced by these events.

8.9 ‘It’s time’ — The Whitlam victory in 1972• By 1972, the Liberal–Country Party Coalition had been in power for 23 years and appeared to be
divided and lacking in direction and leadership.• In the lead up to the 1972 election, Gough Whitlam and the Labor Party campaigned strongly on a
platform of forward-looking policies, under the banner of ‘It’s Time’.• The newly elected Whitlam government got to work quickly and was successful in making many
significant changes to Australian society.

8.10 The Whitlam dismissal, 1975• Following obstruction in the Senate, the government was forced to a double dissolution election in
1974.• Following its election win in 1974, the Labor government held the first joint sitting of both Houses of
federal Parliament to pass its legislation.• The standing of the Whitlam government was undermined by the economic difficulties created by the
oil shock of 1973 and the Loans Affair.• During 1975, casual vacancies in the senate were filled in such a way as to increase the number of
Senators opposed to the Whitlam government.• In October 1975 the Senate voted to postpone a vote on providing supply to the government, creating a
constitutional crisis by which the government risked running out of money to carry on its normal
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• On 11 November 1975, Governor-General Sir John Kerr sacked the Whitlam government, appointed
Malcolm Fraser as caretaker prime minister and approved a double dissolution election for the
following month.• The dismissal of the Whitlam government created enormous controversy at the time and remains one
of the greatest political crises of modern Australian history.

8.11 The Whitlam legacy• The Whitlam government made enormous changes in its three years, many of which are still in place
today.• Domestic policy changes included increased spending on education, the establishment of a universal
healthcare system, removal of discriminatory practices in immigration, land rights for Indigenous
Australians and the establishment of no-fault divorce.• In foreign policy, the Whitlam government threw its support behind UN human rights treaties,
established diplomatic relations with China, and granted independence to Papua New Guinea.

8.14.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:<content to come – leave one line, bold text>
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has

your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Political crisis crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
Allied powers the allies who fought the Axis powers in World War II were the US, Britain, France, USSR,

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Greece, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
South Africa and Yugoslavia

apartheid the South African policy of racial segregation
archives a collection of public records or historical documents stored together in the one location
armistice a ceasefire or truce that ends fighting in a conflict, so terms for permanent peace can be discussed
autobiography an account of a person’s life, written or told by that person
blacklist a list of people or organisations that are disapproved of and are to be punished or avoided by others
bias prejudice, leaning towards one view of things
Buddhism an Asian religion that teaches that the path to enlightenment comes from accepting suffering as part

of life and overcoming desire through adopting a set of ethical practices
capitalism the economic system under which industries are owned privately, not by the government
civil war a war between two opposing groups within the one country
Cold War a power struggle between the superpowers after World War II
conscripts soldiers recruited through compulsory military service
counter-espionage preventing or stopping enemies from spying on you
defection leaving one’s country in order to live in an opposing country, particularly during wartime or during

periods of hostile relations
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double dissolution occurs when both houses of the Commonwealth parliament are dissolved and all members
are required to face an election, unlike a scheduled election when only half the senators are up for re-election

guerrilla a member of an irregular military force that adopts tactics such as harassing the enemy, sabotage, and
cutting communication and supply lines ideology set of ideas or beliefs that guide an individual, group, society
or nation

left-wing support for progressive beliefs, such as the intervention of government in society to create greater
equality

inflation a rapid rise in the prices of goods and services bought and sold within the economy
memoir an account of an author’s personal experiences of an event, or series of events
moratorium a suspension of activity for a period of time. In this case it related to the suspension of normal day-

to-day activities as a means of protesting against the war.
parochial the system of parishes in the Catholic Church structure
political asylum protection granted to someone who has left their home country and is afraid to return to that

country because of fear of persecution
portfolio a department or area for which a minister is responsible
power vacuum a situation when there is no effective government over a country or region
ratify a country is said to ratify an international treaty when its government formally agrees to be bound by that

treaty, usually by passing legislation in the parliament.
right-wing support for conservative beliefs, such as individual enterprise, and a belief that government should

not intervene in the economy
Royal Commission a public judicial inquiry into an important issue, with powers to make recommendations to

government
socialist support for an economic system based on public ownership of industry to create greater equality
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