
10.3 SkillBuilder: Evaluating alternative responses
10.3.1 Tell me
What are alternative responses?
Alternative responses are a range of different ideas/opinions on an issue. These ideas may have advantages
or disadvantages, be positive or negative, have strengths or weaknesses and costs or benefits. You may or
may not agree with the alternative responses. Evaluating ideas involves weighing up and interpreting your
research to reach a judgement or a decision based on the information.

Why are alternative responses useful?
Evaluating alternative responses is useful because it ensures that you have thought of a range of possibilities
or options and made a judgement about each possibility. To help with your decision making, you can
consider ideas from a range of perspectives, such as economic, environmental, social justice, historic,
political or technological viewpoints. These perspectives act as thinking tools for your analysis of a topic.
They are also useful for:• providing input to a discussion• ensuring that all aspects are considered• assisting in decision making• justifying an action taken.

A careful evaluation of alternative responses:• considers a wide range of alternative responses and weighs up the advantages and disadvantages of
each• examines a wide range of data on a topic• undertakes open-minded discussion• makes a decision on which is a better option and justifies it.

Consider the question ‘Should tourist numbers on Fraser Island be limited?’
Alternative responses to be considered include:• allowing tourism to develop without restraint• restricting tourist numbers to the island• restricting tourist numbers only in the peak season• banning tourists from the island• introducing tighter rules on tourist movements on the island.

10.3.2 Show me
Model
The following is an evaluation of the alternative responses to the Fraser Island tourism question. FIGURE 1

details the data and alternative responses upon which this evaluation is based.

After considering the impacts on Fraser Island by tourists, I consider that tourist numbers should be limited,
especially in the peak tourism season (evaluation). The risk of damage to the special environment that may be
caused by tourists, such as destruction of the rainforest and pollution of lakes, outweighs the economic gains
made by the tourism industry. (More than 32 per cent of tourism in the region revolves around Fraser Island.)
With the government acknowledging this special environment by making greater funding available, particularly
to reduce road-related erosion, I believe that limiting the tourist numbers (340 000 tourists in 2001–02) will ensure
that the ecotourism is not put under pressure; that dingoes and people can co-exist along with camping facilities;
and that four-wheel drive vehicles can be managed with driver education and specific regulation for Fraser Island.
In the past, Fraser Island has not always been well managed but I believe restricting tourism numbers will allow
this special environment to be sustained into the future.
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FIGURE 1 Alternative responses to the question ‘Should tourist numbers on Fraser Island be limited?’

A special environment 

The island’s special features include:
• long surf beaches and rocky headlands
• about 40 crystal-clear freshwater lakes. 

Some of these are perched lakes (that 
is, they sit, or perch, on an impermeable 
layer of rock or hardened organic matter 
lying above the watertable). There are 
also ‘window’ and barrage lakes. Window 
lakes appear when depressions in the 
land surface dip below the watertable, 
thus exposing part of it. Barrage lakes 
form when shifting sand dunes block 
running water and cause it to pool. 

• many streams and creeks
• 

in length
coloured sand cliffs, some 35 kilometres

• salt pans, lagoons, mangrove forests 
and wetlands

• thick rainforests, some of which are so 
dense that sunlight does not penetrate 
the canopy

• offshore seagrass beds to support 
colonies of dugong

• over 25 species of mammals, including 
dingoes thought to be the purest strain 
of the species in Australia

• over 350 species of birds. One of 
Australia’s rarest birds, the endangered 
ground parrot, is found on the island.

• vast sandblows (that is, tracts of sand 
moved by the wind) and lofty sand dunes.

Past land uses 

Fraser Island once had a sand-mining 
industry (mining its tracts of mineral-rich 
black sand). This was stopped in 1976 
following a federal government inquiry. 
There was also a timber industry, disbanded 
in December 1991 by the Queensland 
Government after a separate inquiry.

Tourists 

Hundreds of thousands of tourists now 
visit the Fraser coast region every year, 
injecting some $366 million into the region 
in 1999. It is estimated that 32 per cent of 
this visitor expenditure was contributed 
by tourists to Fraser Island itself.  The 
most obvious risks that tourism brings to 
the national park have to do with land-

Ecotourism facilities 

and Village has the highest level of 
accreditation as an ecotourism facility. 
An environmental impact statement was 
prepared before the proposed facility was 
approved for construction.

Dingo management 

In the past, many tourists fed the dingoes 
that roam the island. In April 2001, 
however, a young boy was tragically killed 
by dingoes. Tourists are now provided with 
a ‘Dingo Smart’ brochure, and are heavily 

to encourage its attention. Any dingoes 
known to be a problem are culled. 

Managing camping facilities 

There are six government-owned 

clearing, waste, increased traffic and
disturbance of the islan’s flora and fauna.

The island’s Kingfisher Bay Resort

fined if caught feeding a dingo or trying

camps —  at Central Station, Lake
Boomanjin (the largest perched lake in 
the world), Lake McKenzie, Dundubara, 
Waddy Point and Wathumba — and two 
that are privately owned. People can also 
camp on a restricted number of beach 
areas, but not within 50 metres of a creek, 
stream or lake. Beach camping areas are 
temporarily closed sometimes to allow 
vegetation to regrow or to halt erosion.

Managing four-wheel drive vehicles 

Four-wheel drive vehicles are needed to 
travel around the island. Left unmanaged, 
these large vehicles could have a 

fauna and on levels of erosion, especially 
significant impact on the island’s flora and

because touring parties tend to drive in 
the same areas. It is the most attractive 
parts of the island that are often the most 
vulnerable. 

All vehicles travelling on the island 
have to display a purchased permit and, 
more recently, driving and parking on 
sand dunes have been made illegal. The 
Environmental Protection Agency has 
started a campaign to educate four-wheel 
drivers about the impacts their vehicles 
have on the island’s environment.

Government funding 

In 2004, the Australian government’s 
Natural Heritage Trust granted 

provide environmentally friendly amenities 
$300 000 to reduce road-related erosion,

and better direct pedestrian movement 
around Fraser Island. Barriers along the 
sides of the island’s roads and better 
planning have reduced the degree of 
erosion from run-off. The idea was partly 
to make pedestrian travel a more 
attractive option, as well as draw 
pedestrians away from the island’s 
vulnerable dunes. To do this, boardwalks 
were built along the banks of Eli Creek 

Stretches of dunes are also regularly 
(see the photograph on page 26).

closed for rehabilitation. Although the 
potential threat from tourism-related 
erosion remains, the stability of the 
island’s sand dunes is improving.
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Please tourists, don’t pee in the lake 

— 
but did she also tell you it’s bad to pee in a lake? Down in Australia, the 
So, we’re sure your momma told you not to pee in the swinning pool

beautiful Basin Lake on Fraser Island off Queensland isn’t doing well 
these days, and one of the causes is high levels of urine in the water. 

and that’s led the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service to consider 
The official word is that too many tourists are using the lake as a toilet

closing one of the access tracks to reduce visitor numbers. Right now 

from the lake; whatever goes in, stays in. Our alternative suggestion is 
35 000 people visit the lake every year and since there’s no in-or outflow

to simply stick up a big notice advertising the current urine levels in the 
lake. We’re fairly sure most people would skip the swim.

Source: Fraser Island Travel Guide, 17 October 2008.
Visitor numbers to Fraser Island

You will need:• a wide range of data on a topic• a range of responses to an issue involved in that topic.

Procedure:
To evaluate alternative responses, you will need a wide range of data on a topic, like that shown in FIGURE 1

about Fraser Island.

STE P 1
You need to read through all the data, seek clarification of ideas, and develop a viewpoint on the
information. Read about the environment’s special features, past and present uses, including ecotourism,
camping and four-wheel-drive vehicles. Consider how the area might be managed, both locally to control
dingoes and by the Federal Government with its funding proposals and regulations.Pdf_Folio:26
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ST EP 2
Divide a page into two columns and head the columns with Advantages/Disadvantages, Positives/Negatives,
Strengths/Weaknesses, Costs/Benefits. In each column, list the information from the data that you believe is
important to determine your viewpoint on the issue (the number of tourists visiting Fraser Island).

You need to consider a range of perspectives:• economic — money is the basis of this viewpoint• environmental — consider how the environment will be affected• social justice — consider people and their cultures in a fair and just manner• historic — look at how the past has affected decision making• political — governments play a role in community environments• technological — examine whether there are any technological implications• sustainable — how the decision will affect the future and provide for people in the long term.

STE P 3
Consider your completed columns. Which column outweighs the others? Are there more points in one
column than another? Are some arguments stronger than others? Use the answers to these questions to
shape your opinion and help you decide which responses are better than others.

TABLE 1 Table of alternative responses

Alternative responses Advantages Disadvantages

1. Allow tourism to develop without restraint

2. Restrict tourist numbers to the island

3. Restrict tourist numbers only in the peak season

4. Ban tourists from the island

5. Introduce tighter rules on tourist movements on the island

ST EP 4
Refer to the evaluation that the responses in FIGURE 1 are based on. This is a considered opinion based on a
range of alternative responses to the issue.

Video eLesson Evaluating alternative responses (eles-1744)

Interactivity Evaluating alternative responses (int-3362)

10.3.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

10.3 ACTIVITIES
Our ecological footprint is one means of measuring human demand for ecological services. Using the information
in FIGURE 4 in subtopic 10.2 evaluate whether all six aspects — carbon, forests, cropland, grazing land, fishing
grounds and built-up land — have an equal role in determining the measure of global hectares (gha).
Consider the following questions, and use the checklist to ensure you have covered all aspects of the task.

1. Is there one aspect that is more important to you? Is there any aspect that seems to have little relevance to
you? Justify your answer.

2. Which alternative response has the most advantages? Which has the fewest advantages?
3. In which response do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages?
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4. What perspectives dominate a consideration of the ecological footprint?
5. Survey the class to see if the class shares an opinion on the ecological footprint idea. Has the class adopted

a similar viewpoint to the ecological footprint?

Checklist
I have:
• considered a wide range of alternative responses and weighed up the advantages/disadvantages of each
• examined a wide range of data on the topic
• undertaken open-minded discussion
• made a decision on which is the best option and justified my decision.
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