
10.7 SkillBuilder: Drawing a futures wheel
10.7.1 Tell me
What is a futures wheel?
A futures wheel is a series of bubbles or concentric rings with words written inside each to show the
increasing impact of change. It helps show the consequences of change.

Why is a futures wheel useful?
A futures wheel is a thinking tool. It allows you to put down your ideas and to brainstorm or explore widely
the implications of each idea or change. It is a method of predicting and evaluating change.

Futures wheels are useful for predicting change when you are:• considering the implications of actions• working with groups of people to develop ideas• implementing policy changes in social issues• considering impacts of natural disasters• explaining the consequences of a change.
A good futures wheel has:• a number of concentric rings or bubbles• more than one idea in each ring or level• probable and preferred options• neat presentation• a clear title.

10.7.2 Show me
Model

FIGURE 1 Possible responses by the ski and alpine resort industry to
climate change
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You will need:• a mathematical compass to draw concentric rings, or the Bubbl.us weblink in the Resources tab for
creating bubbles• a light-grey lead pencil• coloured pencils.

Proce dure:
To complete a futures wheel, first brainstorm a wide range of ideas in groups or while participating in a
class discussion.

ST EP 1
Draw a number of concentric rings — four is a good starting point. Make sure the inner circle is big enough
to write in.

FIGURE 2 Examples of futures wheels
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In the inner circle or bubble, write the issue that you are considering, such as
possible responses by the ski and alpine resort industry to climate change (see
FIGURE 1).

ST EP 3
In the first ring out from the centre, write the immediate thoughts that come to
mind on the issue. See FIGURE 3 for examples on the first bubble or concentric
ring out from the centre. These thoughts are those that you see as most possible.
Draw a square block around these possible ideas.

STE P 4
In the next layer out, take each of the points from the previous ring and think of
two or more impacts that this change would imply. These thoughts are those that
you see as most probable — a view of things that could happen. Label each of
these ideas with a P. FIGURE 4 shows the start of this level.

Pdf_Folio:30

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 10 Victorian Curriculum Second Edition, Topic 10

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



FIGURE 4 Some probable ideas on the futures wheel
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ST EP 5

FIGURE 5 Identifying a preferred
option in the eyes of a ski-lift operator
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Continue presenting ideas. The outer ring will have a whole
range of ideas, whereas the rings closer to the centre of the wheel
will have fewer ideas.

ST EP 6
You may notice that there are interconnections between ideas.
If you can see a link, you should draw a line between the
interconnecting components. In FIGURE 1, ‘Business as usual’
and ‘Cooperation’ could be linked if this is what you believed.

Consider the different connections that you have made
between ideas. Find a route that you consider the preferred
option — a view that you see as most desirable. Colour this route
in some way to show the thread of ideas. Can you justify your
choice?

STE P 7
Give your futures wheel a title. In this case, FIGURE 1 is titled
‘Possible responses by the ski and alpine resort industry to
climate change’.

Video eLesson Drawing a futures wheel (eles-1745)

Interactivity Drawing a futures wheel (int-3363)

Weblink Bubbl.us
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10.7.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

10.7 ACTIVITIES
Using the information on climate change in this topic, complete a futures wheel to show the consequences of
climate change. Identify layers as possible, probable and preferred. Use the checklist to ensure you cover all
aspects of the task. Apply your skills to answer the following questions.
1. Is the issue explored in the futures wheel a big picture issue or a more specific idea?
2. What are two key consequences that you can see on the futures wheel?
3. Which of the consequences has been developed in greater depth? Why might this be the case?
4. Which of the consequences has been developed in the least depth? Why might this be the case?
5. Do you now have a greater understanding of the consequences of change? Explain your answer.

Checklist
I have:
• included a number of concentric rings or bubbles
• put more than one idea in each ring or level
• indicated probable and preferred options
• drawn neatly
• provided a clear title.
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