
17.12 Review
17.12.1 Key knowledge summary
17.2 Global population distribution• Although the average population density is 47.7 people per square kilometre, this is not spread

uniformly across the Earth.• Most regions of high density are dominated by large cities, with the majority of the Earth’s population
living in urban areas.• Both physical factors, such as topography, climate and the availability of water, and human factors,
such as employment and energy supply, influence population distribution.• Government policies such as those related to migration and incentives to move to regional areas also
have an impact on population density.

17.3 Life expectancy and wellbeing• Life expectancy started to increase in the mid 1700s, due to improvements in agriculture, working
conditions, nutrition, medicine and hygiene.• Improvements in life expectancy have not been uniform because improvements in living conditions are
connected to wealth. Therefore, life expectancy is lowest in developing nations.• Child mortality rates are also linked to wealth. Those counties where life expectancy is low also have
higher rates of child mortality than those where life expectancy is higher.• The world’s population increases by around 145 people every minute, but this is not uniform across the
Earth. Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest birth rates, with an average fertility rate above 5 children per
woman. This region also has a high mortality rate.

17.4 The link between population growth and wellbeing• Although the world’s population continues to grow, the rate of this growth has slowed due to a falling
fertility rate, predominantly in developed nations.• Life expectancy has increased, and improvements in education, health, food production and hygiene
have resulted in a fall in the death rate, especially among infants and children.• Most population growth over the next 30 years will be in developing nations and in particular
sub-Saharan Africa.• The dependent population affects the wellbeing of a country both positively and negatively.

17.5 Government responses to population and wellbeing issues• Governments have had to respond to wellbeing issues related to the characteristics of their population.• Kenya has a youthful population; the government, in conjunction with the United Nations has worked
to bring down the country’s unsustainably high birth rate, as well as improve health and education
services.• Japan has an ageing population and its population is predicted to fall through the remainder of this
century due to a very low fertility rate of 1.4. Government incentives have been unsuccessful in
reversing this trend.

17.7 Variations in wellbeing in India• India has a rapidly expanding population and is currently the second most populous country in the
world. It is predicted that its population will surpass that of China by the year 2025.• Improvements in health, education and hygiene have significantly improved life expectancy and,
although there has been a decrease in the fertility rate, children are an important part of family life.• Children in India help boost the family budget through working, and later in life they support their
ageing parents.

17.8 Population characteristics of Australia• The rate of Australia’s population growth has slowed, due to an overall reduction of the fertility rate.• Population growth is largely attributed to migration; the majority of Australia’s migrants are in the 15
to 39 age bracket, which is disproportionately large when compared to the rest of the population.Pdf_Folio:45
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• Major differences also exist between the Indigenous and non-Indigenous population; the Indigenous
population is described as young, whereas the non-Indigenous population is ageing.

17.10 Health and wellbeing• Health is a key factor in wellbeing. SDG 3 aims to ensure healthy lives for all. It targets the eradication
of tuberculosis, AIDS and malaria by 2030.• Major health issues such as HIV/AIDS and malaria lead to a high mortality rate in developing nations,
especially those in sub-Saharan Africa.• The group within the population most at risk from health-related issues is children under the age of
five.• Although the incidence of both malaria and AIDS are decreasing on a global scale, people living in
sub-Saharan Africa are most at risk of contracting these diseases.

17.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

17.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:<content to come – leave 2 lines>
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has

your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbooks Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Variations in human wellbeing crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
ageing population an increase in the number and percentage of people in the older age groups (usually 60 years

and over)
demographic transition model a graph attempting to explain how a country’s population characteristics change

as the level of wellbeing in a country improves over time
dependent population those in the under 15 years and over 60 years age groups. People in these age groups

are dependent on those in the working age groups, either directly or indirectly for support.
life expectancy the number of years a person can expect to live, usually when they are born, based on the

average living conditions within a country
natural increase the difference between the birth rate (births per thousand) and the death rate (deaths per

thousand). This does not include changes due to migration.
population density the number of people within a given area, usually per square kilometre
population distribution the spread of people across the globe
population structure the number or percentage of males and females in a particular age group
poverty cycle circumstances whereby poor families become trapped in poverty from one generation to the next
replacement rate the number of children each woman would need to have in order to ensure a stable population

level — that is, to ‘replace’ the children’s parents. This fertility rate is 2.1 children.
STI sexually transmitted infection
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