
17.9 SkillBuilder: How to develop a structured and
ethical approach to research
17.9.1 Tell me
What is a structured and ethical approach to research?
A structured and ethical approach to research involves organising your work clearly and meeting research
standards without pressuring anyone into providing material and without destroying environments while
gathering the data. Your work must also be your own, and anything that is someone else’s work must be
referenced in the text and included in the reference list.

Why is a structured and ethical approach to research useful?
A structured and ethical approach to research ensures that the material:• is gathered appropriately• causes no harm• avoids plagiarism, which means using someone else’s words or ideas without acknowledgement• avoids dispute over the ownership of material.

A structured approach involves understanding an issue, gathering the facts, and developing and
presenting the research, including any recommendations.

An ethical approach avoids plagiarism, or using someone else’s words or ideas. You must be able to
say that a piece of work is all your own, unless you acknowledge input from others by referencing and
footnoting. An ethical approach means that you have not coerced anyone or used deception to get them
involved in your research; that you respect the privacy of those providing information; and that you will
ensure no-one comes to harm through your research. In fieldwork activities, you must seek permission
to enter private property, minimise damage to the environment and be safe in gathering your data. If your
research is sensitive to an individual’s or organisation’s wellbeing, you must ensure the security of any data
gathered or provided.
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A structured and ethical approach to research is important for:• developing skills that will serve you well into the future in whatever occupation you take up• ensuring a report is honest• providing reports for an audience such as a consultancy group, legal company or planning authority• undertaking authentic university research in future.
A good structured and ethical approach to research:• uses primary data as its basis• acknowledges secondary data appropriately• contains text that is all your own work — it does not plagiarise• clearly identifies the data to be collected• includes facts that support the idea• develops a reasoned response.

17.9.2 Show me
Model

FIGURE 1 A sample of a contribution form

Name:
School:

The research that I have undertaken has contributed to my understanding of the topic. At all times I have acted
in such a way as to not harm the feelings of people or destroy the environment. This research is presented in my
own words and is my understanding of the topic.

I, _______________________[name], certify the accuracy of this statement of contribution.
Signature: Date:

TABLE 1 A table of Australia’s population, September 2012, with a source line at its foot

Preliminary data
Population at end Sept.

quarter 2012 (’000)
Change over

previous year (’000)
Change over

previous year (%)

New South Wales 7 314.1 86.0 1.2

Victoria 5 649.1 94.8 1.7

Queensland 4584.6 91.4 2.0

South Australia 1 658.1 16.4 1.0

Western Australia 2 451.4 81.7 3.4

Tasmania 512.2 0.5 0.1

Northern Territory 236.3 4.2 1.8

Australian Capital Territory 376.5 7.4 2.0

Australia 22 785.5 382.5 1.7

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3101.0

You will need:• to gather data• to present the data.

Pdf_Folio:42

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 10 Victorian Curriculum Second Edition, Topic 17

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



Procedure:
STEP 1
Determine the features that you are going to explore in the community (your primary data) or to research
(your secondary data). Set up an inquiry question to explore, such as ‘Does our neighbourhood need a
skateboard park?’ or ‘Does public transport service our community well?’

Primary data will need to be collected by you. Use of secondary data is when you refer to someone
else’s work, such as a newspaper report, historical account or planning document. You must make sure you
acknowledge the source of your information.

STEP 2
You will need to undertake fieldwork to gather primary data on the factors. This is likely to mean that you
will have to survey the community. A range of survey techniques is available:• observation• questionnaires• interviews• judgement surveys — agree, disagree, strongly disagree• perspective surveys — 3 to minus 3• attitudinal surveys — strongly agree, agree, neutral, disagree, strongly disagree.

Photographs and sketches may be needed to support ideas. At all times, the work must be completed
with an ethical approach. You must maintain privacy of the sources, and cannot coerce anyone to provide
responses or cause any harm in acquiring the information.

STEP 3
Data gathered in the field will need to be analysed and presented as text, tables, graphs and annotated
photographs or sketches.

STEP 4
Any secondary data will need to be summarised or attributed appropriately to avoid plagiarism.

STEP 5
A report needs to be presented with the following structure and parts.• The statement of the report’s aim or purpose should identify an issue or problem and develop a

geographical question that will investigate the issue and find an answer to the problem. At this stage,
you are observing, questioning and planning (step 1).• The collection, recording, evaluation and representation of primary and secondary data should be
checked for reliability and bias (step 2).• The analysis should make sense of the information gathered. It identifies order, diversity, trends,
patterns, anomalies, generalisations and cause-and-effect relationships. Both quantitative and
qualitative data should be provided. The results should be interpreted to provide conclusions (steps 3
and 4).• The information should be communicated by a variety of methods, such as written, oral, audio, visual
and mapping, as appropriate to the topic, purpose and audience.• The reflection on and response to the research is important. Reflect on what you have learned, the
processes you have undertaken (and their effectiveness) and any actions that have been or should be
undertaken (step 6).• The reference list is crucial (step 7).

STEP 6
Conclusions need to be drawn. Conclusions should come from the data presented without allowing any bias
you might have on a topic to be apparent.

STEP 7
If secondary sources are used, a list of references should be provided. Your teacher will guide you on the
most appropriate style to adopt.
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STEP 8
Write a brief statement, or complete a form provided by your school, to verify that your report is all your
own work.

Video eLesson How to develop a structured and ethical approach to research (eles-1759)

Interactivity How to develop a structured and ethical approach to research (int-3377)

17.9.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

17.9 ACTIVITIES
1. Undertake an investigation into the wellbeing of your local community, and write a report on it. This may be

undertaken as fieldwork using primary data, or by using secondary data from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics to show differences between two places — both urban, both rural, or one urban and one rural. Use
the checklist to ensure you have covered all aspects of the task.

2. Apply your skills to answer the following questions.
(a) By your assessment, which place has the higher level of wellbeing?
(b) List three factors that you have used to come to this conclusion.
(c) Which factor would you hope to see improvement in? Why did you choose this factor?
(d) What changes in this factor would result in improvements to the community’s wellbeing?
(e) Has your data been gathered with an ethical approach? Explain your answer.

Checklist
I have:
• clearly identified the data to be collected
• found facts that support the idea
• developed a reasoned response
• used primary data as the basis of my report
• acknowledged secondary data appropriately
• written text that is all my own work and does not plagiarise.
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