
18.9 Review
18.9.1 Key knowledge summary
18.2 Gender as a factor in wellbeing• The risk of maternal mortality is much higher in LECDs than in MECDs.• Ending gender discrimination, achieving gender equality and empowering women and girls are key

elements of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).• The SDGs have set a target of a maternal mortality rate below 70 per 100 000 by 2030.• India accounts for a large percentage of global maternal deaths.• Maternal mortality is strongly interconnected with poverty in both rural areas and urban slums.• Women are more likely to be less well-nourished than men and have lower literacy levels.• The Indian government has initiated various programs to try to improve maternal health.• There are significant differences between India and Australia in terms of maternal mortality and
wellbeing generally.

18.3 Poverty as a factor in wellbeing• Despite the strength of Brazil’s economy, the benefits of economic growth have not trickled down to
the poor, resulting in large differences in wellbeing across the nation.• Almost a quarter of the Brazilian population lives in poverty.• There is considerable spatial variation in wellbeing between regions in Brazil.• Rio’s favelas (slums) are home to millions of the city’s poor. Living conditions are difficult and impact
on the wellbeing of the favela residents.• Various measures have been undertaken in an attempt to improve life in the favelas.• With the city’s hosting of the 2016 Olympic Games, many favela residents were displaced to make
way for Olympic-related venues and facilities.• There is a strong interconnection between poverty, water supply, sanitation and wellbeing.• Despite progress being made under the MDGs and now the SDGs, many millions still live without
access to safe drinking water or adequate sanitation. This presents a significant risk to health and
wellbeing.

18.4 Rural–urban wellbeing variation in Australia• Geographical location is a significant factor in human health and wellbeing.• In Australia, as in many other countries, the level of health is lower in regional and remote areas than
in major cities.• Shorter life expectancy and higher rates of injury and illness may be linked to differences in access to
services, increased risk factors and the regional/remote environment.• Fewer educational and employment opportunities are other wellbeing challenges faced by people
living in regional and remote places.• However, Australians living in non-urban areas tend to report higher levels of life satisfaction, possibly
due to a greater sense of community connectedness.• Levels of wellbeing are also not uniform across towns and cities. They are affected by factors such as
accessibility of services and facilities and housing affordability.

18.5 Indigenous wellbeing in Australia• Indigenous Australians consistently experience lower levels of health, education, employment and
economic independence than those experienced by most non-Indigenous Australians.• The Close the Gap program set out key target areas for the improvement of Indigenous wellbeing.
Only two of these targets are currently on track, with others having seen only some improvement.
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• The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey reveals some of the key wellbeing
issues facing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, but also highlights the strong cultural and
community connections felt by many Indigenous people and the importance of these connections in
relation to overall sense of life satisfaction and wellbeing.• There are numerous programs that aim to close the health and wellbeing gap between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous Australians.

18.9.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

18.9 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:<content to come – leave 2 lines>
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has

your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Factors affecting human wellbeing crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS
favela an area of informal housing usually located on the edge of many Brazilian cities. Residents occupy the

land illegally and build their own housing. Dwellers often live without basic infrastructure such as running
water, sewerage or garbage collection.

female infanticide the killing of female babies, either via abortion or after birth
maternal mortality the death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of pregnancy
micro-credit the provision of small loans to borrowers who usually would not be eligible to obtain loans due to

having few assets and/or irregular employment
regional and remote areas areas classified by their distance and accessibility from major population centres.
sanitation access to facilities that safely dispose of human waste (urine, faeces and menstrual waste)
sex ratio the number of females per 1000 males
socioeconomic of, relating to or involving a combination of social and economic factors
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