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19 The impact of conflict on
human wellbeing

19.1 Overview

When conflict occurs in a place, what happens to the people who live there? What would happen to us?

19.1.1 Introduction
People’s wellbeing is put under stress when a
country’s development is threatened by pressures on
society, politics, the economy and the environment.
Sometimes the tension results in outbreaks of
conflict.

Societies pressure governments for change.
Improvements are sought in living conditions, and
freedoms may be demanded. Tension can spill over
into conflict. People can find themselves forced to
fight or flee.

Over time, countries change, but always somewhere
in the world there are people trapped by conflict.

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic

Video eLesson A better life (eles-1716)

LEARNING SEQUENCE
19.1 Overview
19.2 Conflict across the world
19.3 Land conflict and human wellbeing
19.4 Minerals, wealth and wellbeing
19.5 Fleeing conflict
19.6 Case study: Syria — the impact of conflict on wellbeing
19.7 Seeking refuge
19.8 Providing assistance for global human wellbeing

19.9 SkillBuilder: Debating like a geographer

19.10 SkillBuilder: Writing a geographical essay

19.11 Thinking Big research project: The displaced Rohingya children

19.12 Review

To access a pre-test and starter questions and receive immediate, corrective feedback and sample responses
to every question, select your learnON format at www.jacplus.com.au.
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19.2 Conflict across the world
19.2.1 Global conflicts
FIGURE 1 shows an uneven distribution of conflict affecting wellbeing across the world. By 2016 there were
31 active armed conflicts and numerous other conflicts of varying degrees of intensity.

FIGURE 1 World conflicts, 2017
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FIGURE 2 Percentage of countries by Human
Development Index (HDI) ranking hosting armed
conflict, 2016

Very high 8%

Undetermined 4%

Low 38%
High 23%

Medium 27%

 Most conflicts are civil wars, where the victims
are mostly the residents of the country. In World War I,
less than 5 per cent of the casualties were civilians;
however, in today’s conflicts the figure is over
80 per cent.

Conflicts are very expensive for the countries in
which they occur. The cost is not just financial, but
also social and environmental. Natural and human
environments can be devastated, and money is often
drawn away from basic essential services, such as
education and health, affecting wellbeing across the
world. FIGURE 2 shows the significant proportion of
conflict-affected countries that are ranked low and
medium on the Human Development Index.

Huge sums are spent not just in engaging in conflict
but also in establishing and maintaining defence
systems and armed forces. FIGURE 3 shows global
military spending for 2018.
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FIGURE 3 World military spending, 2018 (in US$ billions)

India $57.9 billion

United Kingdom $56.1 billion

France $53.4 billion

Japan $47.3 billion

Germany $45.7 billion

South Korea $39.2 billion

Brazil $28 billion

Australia $26.6 billion

Italy $24.9 billion

Israel $21.6 billion

Iraq $19.6 billion

United States
$643.3 billion

China $168.2 billion

Saudi Arabia $82.9 billion

Russia $63.1 billion

Rest of the world $310 billion

Source: International Institute for Strategic Studies

The role of diplomacy
Because of the devastating social, economic and environmental impacts of conflict, it is in everyone’s
interest that it be avoided where possible and resolved quickly when it occurs. Diplomats across the world
strive to achieve this. They endeavour to negotiate successful outcomes between opposing groups to deter
conflict from breaking out. In addition, soldiers in the field (as seen in FIGURE 4) often work with civilians to
return to cooperation and peace, and improve the wellbeing of a country’s population.

FIGURE 4 Working to avoid conflict
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19.2.2 Ways to identify conflicts
Three approaches to classification that we can use to categorise conflicts are to look at the cause, length and
scale of the conflict.

Cause of conflict
• Religious and cultural conflicts are based predominantly on characteristics of people or society. The

break-up of Yugoslavia (1992–95) into Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, Slovenia, Croatia
and Macedonia saw the mass movement of ethnic groups to areas of safety.

• Economic conflicts involve monetary value. Securing the supply of oil from the Middle East, including
shipping routes, has been important to the wellbeing of Americans. Large-scale deforestation and
mining across Asia has destroyed the environment, forced people off the land and brought conflict
between users of the land.

• Resource conflicts are those where resource distribution and use are the issue. A river crossing national
borders is prone to manipulation of river flows, such as along the Nile River.

• Political conflicts can arise where people’s political ideologies clash. The ongoing search for
democracy across the Arab world signifies a break from dictatorships.

• Land conflicts, or territorial disputes, are often ongoing issues or revivals of past situations, such as the
consequence of colonialism. Conflict in the Middle East between Palestine and Israel, for example, is
an ongoing issue with British and French colonialism a key factor in its development.

Length of conflict
Short-term conflicts are those that last a limited time and have less ongoing impact on people. Long-term
conflicts are those in which a resolution takes months or years to achieve, and even then there may be
ongoing tensions.

Scale of conflict
International conflicts about the power to control land and civil conflict can destroy a nation. Conflict at this
scale may become war. Small-scale or local conflicts are disagreements, generally over planning issues, that
enter a dispute phase. Across Victoria the expansion of the wind farm industry is causing conflict within
local communities.

19.2 INQUIRY ACTIVITY
On a blank world map, colour and label what you consider might be the areas of armed conflict in 2025. Justify
your map. Evaluating, predicting, proposing

19.2 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

19.2 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 What is meant by the term ‘civilian’?
2. GS1 Outline three classification systems (or ways) used to identify conflicts.
3. GS5 Study the FIGURE 1 map.

(a) What classification system is used on the map?
(b) Which continents show the highest intensity of conflict?
(c) Which continents show a low intensity of conflict?
(d) Which continents have no shown conflicts?
(e) Describe the distribution pattern of conflict in 2017.

4. GS2 Using FIGURE 2, suggest how the HDI ranking of countries affects the likelihood of conflict.
5. GS1 Why is diplomacy important?
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19.2 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS6 Suggest reasons for the high incidence of conflicts in Africa.
2. GS5 Refer to FIGURE 3. What was the total global military spending in 2018?
3. GS6 Why do developed countries of the world contribute vast quantities of money to military spending (see

FIGURE 3)?
4. GS6 Identify a local, small-scale conflict in your neighbourhood and discuss the progress towards a

settlement. What other steps could be taken to achieve an acceptable outcome for all parties?
5. GS6 Will the world ever be without conflict? Consider the viewpoints of both an optimist (a person who sees

hope) and a pessimist (a person who takes the worst view).

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

19.3 Land conflict and human wellbeing
19.3.1 A history of conflict in the Gaza Strip
Families have a strong bond with their homelands. Conflicts over land are about who the land belongs to.
These conflicts stretch over long periods, from time to time erupting into hostilities. The question is: who
has the right to the land?

FIGURE 1 The Gaza Strip

Gaza Strip

0 10 000 20 000 km

Source: Spatial Vision.

The Gaza Strip is one of the most densely populated places in the
world — more than 7500 people per square kilometre in an area
40 kilometres long and 8 kilometres wide. This strip of land on the south-
eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea lies between the borders of Egypt
to the south-west and Israel, defined by the ceasefire lines following the
1948 Arab–Israeli War. Palestinians came to this area as refugees when
part of their traditional homeland was incorporated into the new state of
Israel. More than 70 years later, hostilities between the Palestinians and
Israelis continue.

19.3.2 Lives fragmented by conflict
People’s lives have been affected in many ways by the hostilities in the Gaza Strip.
• Unemployment levels are as high as 53 per cent (2018), with youth unemployment at 60 per cent.
• In 2018, 46 per cent of the population lived below the poverty line; over 70 per cent of the population

relies on external aid.
• About 80 per cent of the population is dependent on food aid.
• Electricity is available for 8 hours per day; in 2016 availability was 4 hours per day.
• Medical services are hindered by drug shortages and by the lack of electricity required for complex

medical equipment.
• Ninety-seven per cent of Gaza’s drinking water is polluted by sewage or by salt infiltration to the

aquifer.
• Buying fresh water costs six times more than the tap-water supply, which is available for only five

hours per day.
• Israel restricts the entry of building materials for housing; 75 per cent of houses are in disrepair from

the wars; 70 per cent of families cannot afford to rebuild their homes; 20 per cent live in overcrowded
homes.

• Most of the overcrowded schools in Gaza run on double shifts; teachers are rarely paid.
FIGURE 2 shows other impacts and key features of the blockade.
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FIGURE 2 Further impacts of the Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip, which has been in place since 2007
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 19.3.3 The future

FIGURE 3 Families visit the beach on weekends in the Gaza Strip.
The opening and closing of border
crossings impacts the daily wellbeing
of the Gazan people. Relationships
along the border fence see many
skirmishes and, at times, open conflict.
On 30 March 2018 Gazans began
the Great March of Return, marking
11 years of being blockaded within
the strip of land. The resulting cross-
border clashes claimed over 200 lives
and injured many thousands more.
Still tensions continue, with no sign of
resolution. In the meantime, Gazan
families living near the sea try to
maintain a sense of wellbeing with
beach visits on weekends (FIGURE 3).
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Resources

Weblinks Israel

UDHR

Google Earth The Gaza Strip

19.3 INQUIRY ACTIVITIES
1. Use the Israel weblink in the Resources tab to find out more about the key issues associated with the Gaza

conflict. With a partner, make a list of some of the ways in which the daily lives of the people of this region
would be affected.

2. Use the internet to research the impact that either electricity cuts of 12 to 16 hours per day or an irregular
water supply have on Gazans’ wellbeing.

3. Use the UDHR weblink in the Resources tab to access a version of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Identify those rights that you believe may be violated in this region (in both Israel and the Gaza Strip).

19.3 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

19.3 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 Outline the significance of border crossings for the Gazans.
2. GS2 How are the lives of the Israeli people affected by the long-term conflict with the Gaza Strip?
3. GS2 Use FIGURE 2 to answer the following:

(a) How does the denial of access to fishing grounds affect the Gazans?
(b) Food security is affected by a lack of access to farmland. What activities prevent use of the

environment?
4. GS6 The FIGURE 3 image seems unusual in a region of conflict. How sustainable is life in the Gaza Strip?
5. GS6 Claiming territory (land) as a resource is at the heart of the conflict in the Gaza Strip. Why do you think

this strip of land that is just 40 kilometres long and 8 kilometres wide is so important?

19.3 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS2 Explain the importance of foreign aid to the Gaza Strip.
2. GS6 What potential forms of income can you suggest for a young person entering the workforce in the Gaza

Strip?
3. GS5 How does a lack of education impact on the future of the Gaza Strip?
4. GS6 Why are border clashes in Gaza likely to continue in the next few years?
5. GS6 What might be the ‘stumbling blocks’ to a peaceful resolution in the Gaza region?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.
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19.4 Minerals, wealth and wellbeing
19.4.1 Comparing Australia and the DRC
It is reasonable to say that any country rich in mineral resources could be expected to be highly developed,
offering its people a high level of wellbeing. Clearly Australia can fit this category; regrettably this is not
the case in many countries, including the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in sub-Saharan Africa.

Human Development Index (HDI) comparisons
The Human Development Index takes a range of indicators of development and ranks countries according
to its overall findings. TABLE 1 shows the pronounced differences in the human development indicators for a
selected range of indicators for Australia and the DRC.

TABLE 1 Comparison of selected HDI indicators for Australia and the DRC

Country
HDI
ranking

GNI*
per
capita

Life
expectancy
(years)

Expected
years of
schooling

Child
labour
(% ages
5–17)

Percentage
living below
the poverty line
($1.90 per day)

Life satisfaction
index (0 least
satisfied; 10
most satisfied)

Australia 3 43 560 83.1 22.9 – 13.3 7.3

DRC 176 796 60 9.8 90.5 77.1 4.3

*GNI = Gross national income – the total income earned by a country’s businesses and residents

Key mineral production comparisons
TABLE 2 looks at four selected minerals to show how the levels of output vary between the DRC and
Australia. Diamonds, copper and gold are established mineral resources globally. Cobalt is a ‘new’ mineral
resource. Most of these minerals are produced in greater quantities in the DRC than in Australia. However,
the wellbeing indicators reflect that living conditions and human wellbeing in the DRC are considerably
different to those in Australia.

TABLE 2 Mineral production, Australia and the DRC, 2016

Mineral Unit of measurement DRC — known quantity mined Australia — quantity mined

Diamonds Carat 15 559 447 13 958 000

Gold Kilogram 30 664 288 000

Copper Tonne 1 035 631 948 000

Cobalt Tonne 69 038
5 470

(2015–2016)

19.4.2 Riches from minerals in the DRC
The DRC has a wealth of untapped minerals, estimated in 2017 as being worth more than US$24 trillion.
Many of these minerals are becoming increasingly important to us as technological change occurs. The key
minerals in the DRC are gold, diamonds, tantalum (used in manufacturing mobile phones) and cobalt (used
in battery technology in smartphones and electric cars). This wealth of minerals also perpetuates strife and
ongoing poverty within the country.
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19.4.3 The ‘conflict minerals’
History shows that the colonial power of Belgium exploited the abundance of resources in the DRC.
In 1960, Belgium abruptly gave independence to the country. As a result, the people had limited
understanding of how to govern a country effectively. Corruption and civil war became rampant in the
eastern part of the DRC; in particular, illegal trade in gold, diamonds and cobalt helped fund rebel groups.

Mining in the DRC is a significant ‘artisanal’ (traditional or non-mechanised) industry. People work long
hours with their bare hands in poor working conditions to achieve very little financial reward. It is estimated
that more than half of the gold miners operate with an armed group (FIGURE 1). Minerals are moved across
the eastern borders of the DRC on the black market (hence the use of the term ‘known quantity mined’ in
TABLE 2). Wealth from mining perpetuates the civil war or goes to international companies; this wealth could
be used to improve the wellbeing of the country’s people.

FIGURE 1 The interconnection between mining regions and
militant groups in the DRC
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Blood diamonds
‘Blood diamonds’ are uncut diamonds mined in areas of conflict and smuggled across borders; the funds
generated are used for military-style activities that cause bloodshed, loss of life and a lack of wellbeing in
the DRC. A cut-and-polished diamond prepared for the jewellery market cannot be identified as having its
origins as a blood diamond. About 10 per cent of the DRC population relies on income from diamonds.

Gold
In some areas artisanal gold mines were forced to close in 2013 as international companies became
involved in production. It is estimated that up to 10 000 miners were forcibly removed. As a result, a great
deal of anger was vented on the international organisations by the displaced miners and their supporting
communities. These localised conflicts have threatened production, often causing the mines to cease
operation, at least for significant time periods.

Copper
Copper has become a sought-after mineral with the development of electrical vehicles and renewable
energy projects that use four times more copper than traditional cars and energy production. Copper mining
in the DRC is largely undertaken by international firms that struggle with the unreliable and limited power
supply. The political instability of the country is also a challenge to these companies.

TOPIC 19 The impact of conflict on human wellbeing 649

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



“c19TheImpactOfConflictOnHumanWellbeing_print” — 2019/9/14 — 13:48 — page 650 — #10

Cobalt
Cobalt mining remains an artisanal industry (see FIGURE 2). People seeking to improve their level of
wellbeing work in the mines under the militia. In 2017, mine production of cobalt in the DRC totalled
about 64 000 metric tons and placed the DRC as the dominant global producer (see FIGURE 3). Cobalt is an
essential in the construction of modern jet engines, and the batteries that power our phones and electric cars.

FIGURE 2 Cobalt mining site near Kasulo, run by the DRC government

FIGURE 3 The world’s key producers of cobalt, 2017
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19.4.4 The future
The DRC is not a globally significant consumer of minerals or mineral fuels. Most of its mineral production
leaves the country either illegally or through global mining organisations. In recent times the DRC has
worked hard to improve the rights of the miners. In 2003 the government signed an agreement called the
Kimberley Process, backed by the United Nations, trying to eradicate the sale of blood diamonds. In 2018 a
new mining code was introduced, increasing the taxes and royalties for the international mining companies
with the hope of returning more money to the DRC. Although the government is making strides towards
achieving stability and the HDI ranking is slowly improving, it is the miners who continue to endeavour to
improve their own wellbeing by working hard, and often illegally.

19.4 INQUIRY ACTIVITIES
1. Using the Human Development Index, research other key factors that show the discrepancy in wellbeing

between Australia and the DRC. Write a reflection on what these indicators suggest to you about life
in the DRC. Examining, analysing, interpreting

2. Use the internet to conduct research into the work life of child labourers. Record your findings as if you were
one of these child labourers. Examining, analysing, interpreting

19.4 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

19.4 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS2 Explain how the mining of ’blood diamonds’ limits benefits to the wellbeing of people in the DRC.
2. GS2 Copper and cobalt are significant minerals of the twenty-first century. What global technological

developments have increased their importance?
3. GS2 Minerals are mined predominantly in the east of the DRC. Explain how this location might benefit the

militia groups and those who export the minerals.
4. GS2 Study FIGURE 2.

(a) What surprises you most about this image?
(b) Describe the conditions under which the miners work. Include the term ‘artisan’ or ‘artisanal’ in your

response.
(c) Do you think this work site meets international standards for workplace safety? Explain your answer.

5. GS2 Outline the status of the gold mining industry in the DRC.

19.4 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS5 Look at TABLE 1. Describe life in the DRC according to the data presented.
2. GS1 What factors led to the development of corruption and unrest in the eastern DRC?
3. GS3 Compare the production of the four minerals listed in TABLE 2 for the DRC and Australia.
4. GS6 What is your assessment of the attitude of the miners to their work and to their wellbeing?
5. GS6 Are you optimistic or pessimistic about DRC’s future? Justify your answer.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.
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19.5 Fleeing conflict
19.5.1 The displacement of people
Global conflict saw more than 68.5 million people flee their homes in 2017 (see FIGURE 1), according to the
office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR); many have fled more than once.
In 2017, one person was displaced every two seconds. These people feel they have no choice but to move.
Each year the number of people on the move is different. Each year different places are in conflict.

FIGURE 1 Persons of concern to UNHCR as refugees, end 2017
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In 2017, the largest group of people on the move was the 40 million internally displaced persons
(IDPs). In addition, some 25.4 million refugees left their country of origin, and 80 per cent of these
arrived in a neighbouring country. Five countries — the Syrian Arab Republic, Afghanistan, South Sudan,
Myanmar and Somalia — accounted for 68 per cent of the refugees in 2017. More than 10 million refugees
have been stateless people for long periods of time.

Most of those who flee have experienced conflict, although some are ‘environmental refugees’, especially
those escaping prolonged drought. Others flee as ‘economic refugees’, finding the living conditions of their
country unacceptable and choosing to seek a better lifestyle.
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FIGURE 2 Major refugee groups and their host countries, 2016–2017
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19.5.2 Life as a refugee
People who flee are often forced to make the decision quickly. These people are distressed by the situation
that they find themselves in and simply take with them possessions that can be carried — every family
member carries something (see FIGURE 3). People walk to safety or cram into vehicles. Families and friends
are torn apart.

FIGURE 3 Refugees arrive at Dadaab refugee camp, Kenya
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The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is the international
organisation charged with leading and coordinating international action for the worldwide protection of
refugees. The UNHCR monitors the movement of refugees. As the need arises, the UNHCR, governments
and non-government organisations (NGOs) respond and establish camps across the borders from the
conflict to accommodate people in the short term.

People of concern to the UNHCR are predominantly women (50 per cent of refugees) and children (52
per cent are under the age of 18). Camp life is basic. Women and children are at risk.

According to 2018 data, the three refugee camps with the largest populations in the world are:
• Kutupalong in Cox’s Bazaar, Bangladesh (housing over 887 000 Rohingya from Myanmar)
• Bidi Bidi in Uganda (housing over 285 000 people, largely from South Sudan)
• Dadaab refugee complex in Kenya (housing over 235 000 people, mostly from Somalia).
Life in these refugee camps is no longer ‘normal’. FIGURE 4 shows some of the issues of living in these

camps that affect human wellbeing.
Five million displaced persons returned home in 2017. Most of these people were IDPs. However, the

rate of return was exceeded by new displacements.

FIGURE 4 Dadaab refugee camp, Kenya

•  Space is restricted.
•  Privacy is lacking.
•  Only essential food items
    are provided.
•  Cooking facilities are basic.
•  Water is provided at a
   central location.
•  Sanitation can be limited.
•  Medical support is stretched
    to its limits.
•  Education facilities are lacking.
•  There is little to occupy people's
    time; there is little or no work.
•  Family values need to
    be maintained.
•  Violence against women and
   children can spread in the camp.

19.5 INQUIRY ACTIVITIES
1. Research Bidi Bidi or Dadaab refugee camps. Write an extended paragraph on what life is like in the camp

for the thousands who live there. Include two images to illustrate your comments.
2. A mother in a refugee camp speaks to the media about the plight of her family. Working with a partner,

create the interview questions and responses. You may like to create an audio or video recording of your
interview to present to the class.

19.5 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

19.5 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 What is the difference between an internally displaced person and a stateless person?
2. GS1 What is the role of the UNHCR?
3. GS1 Which groups among refugees are of particular concern to the UNHCR?
4. GS1 On which continents are the three largest refugee camps?
5. GS1 In 2017, five million displaced persons returned home. What impact did this have on the total number

of displaced persons? Explain.
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19.5 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS5 FIGURE 1 shows the global distribution of people on the move. Summarise the places in the world

where most refugees are located.
2. GS5 Using FIGURES 2(a) and (b), answer the following questions:

(a) From which three countries in the world do most refugees come?
(b) Which three countries in the world are hosting the most refugees?
(c) How have these graphs changed from 2016 to 2017?

3. GS6 Choose one of the children in FIGURE 3 and write a paragraph to tell their journey.
4. GS5 With reference to FIGURE 4, describe the living conditions in a refugee camp.
5. GS6 From your understanding of refugee issues, what is the future for the wellbeing of people in refugee

camps?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

19.6 Case study: Syria — the impact of conflict
on wellbeing
 19.6.1 The impact on the Syrian people
The civil war in the Syrian Arab Republic has become a long-term event. It began in 2011 as part of the
uprising of its people against the government in the Arab Awakening (also known as the Arab Spring).
Civil war does not mean that everyone living in the country is involved in the war, but everyone living in
the country is affected by the war. Life and wellbeing is changed.

The Syrian people had four choices when government hostilities broke out against their protests in the
Arab Awakening: join the Syrian Arab Republic’s army, join the rebels, leave the fighting zones, or stay in
their homes.

By 2018, 7.8 million Syrian people — especially women, children and young men — had fled areas of
conflict to somewhere else within the Syrian Arab Republic, becoming internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in their own country (see FIGURE 1). These people make up one in five of all IDPs globally — this is the
largest displaced population worldwide.

FIGURE 1 The number of IDPs in Syria 2011–2017
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Source: © Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre
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In 2013, the Assad-led government declared ‘surrender or starve’ to its people and began sieges on key
cities, particularly the capital city, Damascus, and large populations to the north of the country. Sieges
‘lock’ people within a city’s boundaries, preventing easy movement out and denying entry to the city. In
early 2016 it was estimated that between 390 000 and 1.9 million people were trapped in cities.

Multiple opposition groups formed in a wider context throughout the region and began to have a presence
in the Syrian Arab Republic. Some of these groups have a religious base and others are terrorist cells.
Since then the pressures of conflict in different areas have seen many IDPs flee again, often at night to
avoid detection. Some of these people have crossed the border into surrounding countries to become
refugees, massing in ‘tent cities’ on the border with Turkey, with many ultimately moving on either to other
neighbouring countries or even further, into Europe (see FIGURE 2). The level of liveability for the Syrian
people has declined.

FIGURE 2 The distribution of Syrian refugees
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19.6.2 The impact on housing
In FIGURE 3, Damascus shows significant change in liveability from 2008 to 2018. Living conditions have
changed: safety in homes is at risk, there is food insecurity and children are traumatised. Global relief
organisations estimate that more than 13 million people in Syria need humanitarian aid.

The street-to-street fighting that is a key element of civil war has destroyed buildings, including houses,
in major cities such as Aleppo and Homs. Public services such as electricity, running water and gas supplies
no longer operate. There is no transport system. Without oil, people rely on wood fires for heating and
cooking, but this has brought about local deforestation. War continues to injure and kill local people who
have remained in their homes. In late 2014 the United States, the UK and France began airborne bombing
of cities to reduce the threat of rebel groups; Russia began air strikes in late 2015. Ongoing bombing strikes
by the Syrian regime further destroy buildings.

FIGURE 3 Change in liveability score 2008–2018, showing the change in Syria
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19.6.3 Feeding the Syrian people
FIGURE 4 A Syrian refugee makes a cooking fire.Food insecurity is a daily issue for the war-torn

areas of the Syrian Arab Republic. It is not safe
to be outside for too long tending plants. Food
transport cannot reach the besieged cities. Reports
of malnourishment surfaced in 2016 at besieged
Madaya (where 40 000 people were trapped) when
social media reported that families were stripping
the trees of leaves and boiling them to provide one
meal a day. Aid organisations negotiated with the
Assad government to be allowed to enter the city
(free from attack) with a convoy of trucks bringing
food, but this was only a short-term solution. As the
conflict continues, food remains a major issue for
the people trapped in the conflict zones of Syria.
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19.6.4 The impact on children

FIGURE 5 The destruction of their homes is just
one of the many significant effects the war has
had on the children of Syria.

Children in any war-torn area have their lives
dramatically changed. The streets are no longer
playgrounds. Education is disrupted or abandoned for
months or years. Fear enters their lives — the sounds
of aircraft, bombing and shooting punctuate their days
and nights. Deafness in children becomes a problem.
Families are torn apart, with some people fleeing and
others staying. Children miss their friends. Young men
are recruited for the fight by both sides of the conflict
with blackmail, threats, fear and propaganda. Life
is insecure, confusing and scary; children grow old
before their time.

19.6.5 Adapting to life in the
besieged cities
The resilience of people is evident in the besieged cities as people become accustomed to a basic lifestyle.
Innovation is required — static bicycles are pedalled to generate power for mobile phones; medicines are
produced from home remedies; plastic is burned to extract oil derivatives; and rooftop gardens produce
small amounts of vegetables.

FIGURE 6 Residents of Homs go about daily life among the destruction.

19.6.6 What are the costs to the Syrian Arab Republic?
International peace talks have brought ceasefires in the fighting, but will peace ever be achieved? In
2018–19, the Syrian armed forces continued to retake cities and push terrorist cells out of the country. The
costs to the Syrian Arab Republic are immense. So many of its people have fled — more than 5.6 million
are refugees and 7 million are IDPs, of whom nearly 3 million are in besieged cities or hard-to-reach
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locations. Some of those who fled will return to the Syrian Arab Republic, but they too have changed as a
result of the experiences they have been through. And how will those who remained perceive the returnees
and those who stay away? Families have been changed forever. The cities will take years to rebuild; more
than a quarter of all housing has been destroyed. Services and food supplies will need to be re-established.
Children will have years of schooling to catch up on. The country’s soul has been irreversibly altered.

19.6 INQUIRY ACTIVITIES
1. Conduct an internet search to locate the latest Human Development Report.

(a) Copy the table below and complete it using data from the report.
(b) Using the indicators in the completed table, describe life in Syria.
(c) From the table, is there an indication of why refugees opt to go to Turkey and Lebanon in preference to

other cross-border countries? Support your answer using statistics.

Country indicator
Syrian Arab
Republic Turkey Jordan Lebanon Iraq Egypt

HDI ranking

GNI per capita

Public expenditure on
education (% of GDP)

Local labour market
(% answering ‘good’)

Public health expenditure
(% GDP)

Internet users
(% of population)

2. As a small group activity, use the internet to create a photographic essay of at least six images of life in Syria
during conflict. Choose the images carefully and include some qualitative and quantitative data by adding
annotations to support your choice of images and to show your understanding of the situation and the
impact on the wellbeing of Syrians.

19.6 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

19.6 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 Who are the sides in the civil war in the Syrian Arab Republic?
2. GS1 What was the government policy that forced great hardship on the Syrians? Explain its implications.
3. GS5 Study FIGURE 1.

(a) Which time period saw the greatest movement of Syrians from their homes to another place in Syria?
(b) When did the total number (stock) of IDPs peak?
(c) Suggest reasons for the flow of IDPs from 2014 to 2017.
(d) What does the variation in the IDP totals indicate about the location of Syrians impacted by the conflict?

4. GS5 FIGURE 2 shows the cross-border movement of Syrian refugees.
(a) Rank the neighbouring countries from highest to lowest in the number of Syrian refugees registered in

each country in November 2017.
(b) Is the distribution of Syrian refugees even across the neighbouring countries? In particular, refer to the

situation in Turkey.
(c) Suggest why the refugee camps are found along the borders.

5. GS5 Using FIGURE 3, state how Syria’s capital, Damascus, has faired in terms of liveability as a city.
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19.6 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS6 Is the wellbeing of the Syrian refugees likely to improve in a cross-border country? Give reasons for

your answer.
2. GS2 Describe the distribution of Syrian refugees across Europe in 2018.
3. GS6 Make a list of the things that Syrian refugees are seeking in order to improve their wellbeing by

journeying so far into Europe.
4. GS2 Why has food security has been one of the most significant issues for Syrian people who have

remained in their homes?
5. GS6 What might you do to make your life as ’normal’ as possible and ensure your wellbeing if you found

your neighbourhood in a situation similar to the embattled regions of Syria?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

19.7 Seeking refuge
19.7.1 Refugees and asylum seekers
Refugees flee conflict and cross a border into another country to seek relief from the trauma of war and
make a home elsewhere. All refugees (those who cannot return home due to a fear of persecution because
of race, religion, nationality or membership of a social group) have been asylum seekers, but not all
asylum seekers are found to be refugees. Asylum seekers who are not found to be refugees have either not
satisfied the UNHCR criteria to be deemed a refugee or have gone outside of the formal process to seek a
place to live.

19.7.2 The movement of people to Europe
Most of those arriving in Europe are fleeing the civil war in the Syrian Arab Republic, with other significant
numbers arriving from the ongoing chaos in northern Africa since the Arab Awakening. Syrians have fled
through Turkey to reach the shores of the Aegean Sea, from which on a clear day the Greek islands of
Lesbos and Kos can be seen a mere 4 kilometres away (FIGURE 1). People from northern Africa come across
the Mediterranean Sea, particularly from Libya. However, movement across these waters is treacherous in
small boats and dinghies, and loss of life by drowning is high (see FIGURE 3).

On the eastern route, Greece’s islands are the first point of arrival, where the refugees are fingerprinted,
photographed and given a document allowing legal residency for 30 days in Greece. Greece does not
accommodate the mass of people arriving on its shores. It is costly for the already poor country to rescue
people from the seas and process their movement.

FIGURE 1 Refugees board a dinghy with all their
possessions to make the short crossing from
Turkey to Greece.

FIGURE 2 Tents of migrants and refugees in the
port of Piraeus, Athens, Greece

660 Jacaranda Humanities Alive 10 Victorian Curriculum Second Edition

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



“c19TheImpactOfConflictOnHumanWellbeing_print” — 2019/9/14 — 13:48 — page 661 — #21

People crossing from Africa reach Italy or Spain as the closest landfall places, or are picked up by the
rescue ships in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea and taken either back to Africa or to a European
country that will accept them.

19.7.3 Arranging the journey
It is estimated that 90 per cent of refugees have their journeys organised by criminal gangs, including
individual people smugglers and migrant smuggling networks across Europe. Thousands of dollars
are extorted for the risky sea crossings and for travel on trains within Europe. High prices are paid for
accommodation and fake documents such as passports that allow refugees to apply for asylum elsewhere
in Europe, especially in Germany and Sweden. People smugglers often instruct refugees that when a coast
guard ship is in sight the boat or dinghy should be destroyed to ensure the refugees’ rescue, a meal and
health checks before arriving on European soil. FIGURE 3 shows the number of asylum seekers moving to
Europe over a four-year period.

FIGURE 3 Crossings of the Mediterranean Sea, 2015–2018
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19.7.4 Syrian refugees across Europe
FIGURE 2 in subtopic 19.6 shows the distribution of Syrian refugees throughout Syria’s neighbouring
countries and beyond, across Europe. After the sea crossing from Turkey, Syrians seeking asylum in Europe
entered the region predominantly through Greece, although some entered via Bulgaria and then spread
through neighbouring countries.

19.7.5 The European response that affects human wellbeing
In 2015, four times as many refugees arrived in Europe as in 2014. This was to be the peak in arrivals
from the eastern Mediterranean route (see FIGURE 3). Germany, with its developed economy, high living
standards and political compassion was targeted as a place to go. The German community initially showed
open-minded goodwill and generosity (see FIGURE 4a), but in 2016 attitudes began to change; the numbers
of migrants became overwhelming. By mid 2018, 1.4 million people had sought asylum in Germany. In
2018, the surge of asylum seekers from the western Mediterranean route through Spain and onward to
Germany raised further concerns about the impact on the German way of life, with issues raised such as
housing availability and infrastructure pressure, as well as how people with different languages and cultures
would live together.

Sweden had a very open approach to asylum seekers, providing safety for people in need of protection
(see FIGURE 4b). Permanent residency permits were offered to those with appropriate documents.
Accommodation, a small daily allowance, health care and schooling were provided. Early in 2016, Sweden
announced tougher rules as it felt that it had reached its limit regarding the numbers of asylum seekers that
it could take. Some scenes of violence and criminal activity had changed Swedish attitudes and expulsion of
asylum seekers began.
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Hungary saw itself as a stepping stone for those moving north, but the sheer number of people moving
through the country along disused railway lines, on roads and across paddocks struck fear within the
government. In late 2015, a 4-metre-high wire fence was erected along the border with Serbia and patrolled
by police with tear gas and water cannons (see FIGURE 4c), but refugees found gaps and cut holes to continue
their movement north-west, or changed their path to go through Croatia.

FIGURE 4 (a) Welcome to Germany (b) Volunteers providing supplies in Sweden (c) The Hungarian fence
(d) Sleeping at an Italian shelter (e) The Calais tent city before it was dismantled in 2016

(a) (b)

(c) (c)

(e)

Italy, with its influx of refugees from northern Africa, has given the task of caring for the refugees
to charities, companies, cooperatives and individuals. Shelters are often substandard and overcrowded
(see FIGURE 4d). Italy hopes that the people will move on from the southern regions, through Milan and on
to other European countries. In 2018, Italy banned the rescue ships operating in the Mediterranean Sea from
disembarking asylum seekers at its ports.

France has settled many of the northern African refugees within its cities. Most of these refugees speak
French because of France’s colonial dominance of northern Africa in the nineteenth century. Some refugees
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aimed to reach Britain by stowing away on ferries or on trucks travelling through the tunnel under the
English Channel. Refugees established a tent camp city near Calais (see FIGURE 4e) while they waited to
attempt a crossing. Authorities did not approve and in October 2016, amid protests and clashes, the camp
was closed and dismantled. A program introduced in France in 2019 aims to assimilate the migrants via a
volunteering scheme that will see people contribute to the public good, learn work skills, gain additional
language lessons and receive a monthly payment.

19.7.6 A regional perspective on asylum seekers
The European countries tried to find a regional solution to the flood of migrants and found themselves
bickering with each other over decisions made within one country that affected a neighbouring country —
a domino effect. Greece, Italy and Spain, as major entry points, felt the pressure as other countries closed

their borders and restricted the on-flow of migrants. Some countries felt they had taken their ‘fair share’ of
the numbers of asylum seekers and began turning away those that couldn’t prove their status.

By 2019 the European Union (EU) had taken some control of the situation. It claims there is no longer a
crisis situation — arrivals in 2018 were at the lowest for five years. The EU works with countries of origin
of asylum seekers, in particular Turkey, Syria and Libya, to provide financial assistance and assistance
with processing arrivals at the EU borders. It also provides financial, operational and material support to
its member states most impacted by the arrivals — Greece, Italy and Spain. Since 2015 two EU programs
have assisted in the resettlement of 50 000 people across Europe.

DISCUSS
Using the criteria of fairness and two other criteria of your choice, evaluate the effectiveness of the responses of
two European countries to the Syrian refugee crisis.

[Critical and Creative Thinking Capability]

19.7 INQUIRY ACTIVITIES
1. Research the members of the European Union and the Schengen Area. In what ways may these

organisations have contributed to the mass movement of people?
2. Conduct an internet search to find the current Human Development Report and answer the following

questions.
(a) Find the HDI ranking for each country in the table below.

Country Greece Italy Hungary Germany France Sweden Spain

HDI
ranking

(b) How do the HDI rankings for the ‘first ports of call’ of the refugees compare to the other countries listed?
(c) How might the HDI rankings help to explain the movement of the asylum seekers through Europe?
(d) According to the HDI rankings, which countries might be best placed to cater for the wellbeing of large

numbers of people on the move?
3. Imagine you are a refugee moving from place to place on your journey across Europe seeking asylum. In

small groups, write a series of ‘tweets’ for the social media site Twitter that describe your wellbeing in a
number of countries.
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19.7 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

19.7 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 What is the difference between a refugee and an asylum seeker?
2. GS1 What is the role of people smugglers in the mass movement of people across Europe?
3. GS1 What role does Greece play in the movement of Syrian refugees?
4. GS1 For what purpose did smugglers encourage refugees to sink their boats?
5. GS2 Describe the changing role of rescue ships in the Mediterranean Sea between Africa and Spain/Italy in

the movement of refugees over time.

19.7 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS5 Use FIGURE 3 to answer the following questions.

(a) In which year were the greatest number of people arriving in Europe as asylum seekers?
(b) How have the numbers of people arriving changed for each of Spain, Italy and Greece?
(c) Explain how it is that the greatest percentage increase in arrivals (2017–2018) occurred in Spain.
(d) The 2018 figures show that the arrivals in Italy do not follow the trend in the other countries. Explain the

change the occurred in Italy in 2018.
(e) Describe the trend seen in the pattern of arrivals 2015–2018.

2. GS2 Western European countries have the greatest number of Syrians applying for asylum. What factors
influence the Syrians push to reach these countries?

3. GS3 Use the images throughout this subtopic to contrast the wellbeing of refugees on their journey.
4. GS2 Germany has taken in the greatest percentage of the refugees arriving in Europe. Explain how this has

affected life in Germany for its residents.
5. GS2 Outline how Europe, as a region, has dealt with the intake of refugees.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

19.8 Providing assistance for global human wellbeing
19.8.1 The Global Peace Index 
The Global Peace Index (see FIGURE 1) uses 23 indicators and 30 other factors of wellbeing to assess a
country’s ‘peacefulness’. Among the criteria used are elements of peace at home (government stability,
democratic processes, community relations, security and trust between people) and peace in foreign
relations (military spending levels, commitment to the United Nations and avoidance of war). Where
countries experience low and very low states of peace, they are often greatly in need of assistance from
other countries throughout the world in order to maintain their people’s wellbeing.

19.8.2 Caring for human wellbeing
Developed countries across the world provide financial and personnel assistance to those who have their
wellbeing pressured by environmental, social, political or economic factors, including in those countries
where conflict disrupts lives and makes human wellbeing a struggle.

During the twentieth century, Australia accepted many people hoping to improve their wellbeing after
conflict. Many thousands of migrants from Europe, in particular Italians and Greeks, arrived after World
War II; the Vietnamese came as a result of the Vietnam War; and eastern Europeans came after the break-
up of Yugoslavia. In the twenty-first century, conflict in the Middle East, western Asia and Africa has seen
people of these cultures seek refuge in an ever-changing, multicultural Australia.
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FIGURE 1 Global Peace Index, 2018
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Source: Institute for Economics & Peace, Global Peace Index 2018: Measuring Peace in a Complex World, Sydney, June 2018.
Available from: http://visionofhumanity.org/reports

19.8.3 The role of the Australian government today

FIGURE 2  Distribution of Australia’s ODA budget by
investment priority, 2018–19

Effective governance

20%

Infrastructure and trade

19%

Building resilience

17%

Education 16%

Health 11%

Agriculture,

fisheries and

water 10%

General

development

support

7%

The Australian government each year in
its budget sets out a program of Official
Development Assistance (ODA). The aim of
this program is to promote sustainable economic
growth and reduce poverty. The ODA budget
is broken up into various investment priorities,
which are shown in FIGURE 2. In the 2018–19
budget, some $4.2 billion was allocated for
global assistance, the vast majority of which was
earmarked for the Indo-Pacific region of which
Australia is a part (see FIGURE 3).

Australian officials also sit on many
international organisations providing a global
perspective on issues, including events in
conflict zones. For over 70 years Australia has
been a member of the many United Nations
peacekeeping and security groups providing
support in conflict zones. In numerous other
organisations, Australia is seen as a key driver of
a change in attitude to ensuring civilians caught
up in conflict are treated in a humane manner.
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FIGURE 3 Australian Official Development Assistance (ODA) by region, 2018–19
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FIGURE 4 It is in Australia’s interests to promote peace and stability throughout the Indo–Pacific region.
Australia has provided military personal for numerous peacekeeping missions; our role in East Timor was of
particular importance.
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In 2017, Australia was elected by the United Nations General Assembly to serve on the UN Human
Rights Council from 2018 to 2020. This is the first time Australia had been chosen to serve on this council,
and it is seen as a reflection of our commitment to the protection of human rights. In addition to this role,
Australia is actively engaged with other entities that promote human rights, such as the Asia Pacific Forum
of National Human Rights Institutions, of which the Australian Human Rights Commission was a founding
member in 1996.

Among Australia’s immigration statistics there is also a specified annual intake of humanitarian refugees.
This was increased in 2015 to accept an additional 12 000 refugees from the Syrian crisis for the following
five years. For the 2018–2019 period, it was expected that Australia’s humanitarian refugee intake would be
just under 19 000 people.

 19.8.4 International NGOs working for human wellbeing
International non-government organisations (NGOs) assist the wellbeing of civilians caught up in
conflicts. Three significant organisations are Médecins Sans Frontières, the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement, and the World Food Programme.
• Médecins Sans Frontières provides emergency medical care (see FIGURE 5). During conflict, local

health systems often fail and hospitals close. In refugee camps, waterways may become contaminated,
waste abounds and there is a lack of sanitation, all of which can lead to an outbreak of disease.

• The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is the largest humanitarian network. It aims
to alleviate human suffering, protect life and health, and uphold human dignity.

• World Food Programme (WFP) steps in when the distribution of food and other resources for the
population is disrupted. WFP saves lives and protects livelihoods, reduces chronic hunger, and restores
and rebuilds lives, especially for women and children.

FIGURE 5 Médecins Sans Frontières personnel help children in South Sudan.
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DISCUSS
Hold a class debate on the contention ‘Australia should do more to support global human wellbeing’.

[Ethical Capabililty]

Deepen your understanding of this topic with related case studies and questions.
• Investigate additional topics > Australia’s links with the world > Defence and peacekeeping

Resources

Weblink Peacekeeping

19.8 INQUIRY ACTIVITIES
1. Using the internet, research an international NGO and show how it is working towards peace in areas of very

low peacefulness. Focus on a country not studied in this topic.
2. Write an essay to show how a country’s HDI ranking and Peace Index levels indicate that people’s wellbeing

may change. Use examples from three countries that are in conflict.
3. Use the Peacekeeping weblink to learn more about global peacekeeping operations.

19.8 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

19.8 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 What role do NGOs play in restoring wellbeing to a country?
2. GS1 What assistance does the UN provide for a country to move towards peace?
3. GS2 The Global Peace Index (2018) is mapped in FIGURE 1. Describe the distribution of places with a very

low level of peacefulness and those with a high level of peacefulness.
4. GS2 Explain why criteria for assessing peace levels of a country use indicators at home and in foreign

relations.
5. GS2 Explain how Australia has become a multicultural country.

19.8 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS5 The amount and distribution of Australian development assistance is shown in FIGURES 2 and 3.

(a) To which regions of the world does Australia provide assistance?
(b) Can you offer an explanation as to why Australia provides assistance to these regions?
(c) More than half of the assistance is provided as governance, infrastructure, trade and education. Explain

why each of these aspects is important to human wellbeing in the regions receiving assistance.
(d) Suggest any aspects in which you would like to see Australia’s priority in assistance expanded. Justify

your response.
2. GS6 From the conflicts discussed in this topic, which of the countries would you expect to be rated

differently on the Global Peace Index in 2025?
3. GS6 Australia took on a role in the UN Human Rights Council for 2018–2020. What do you think this should

this have meant in terms of our understanding of the wellbeing of refugees? Explain.
4. GS6 Do you think Australia takes enough refugees? Explain your answer.
5. GS6 How optimist or pessimistic are you regarding the wellbeing of global citizens into the future? Explain

your response.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.
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19.9 SkillBuilder: Debating like a geographer

What does debating like a geographer mean?
Affirmative speaker 1

(Introduces key ideas)

• Where is the Southern Ocean?
• Who is whaling? 
• Which countries are involved in the issue?
• How far is it from Japan?
• Whale species
• Uses of whale meat
• The role of tradition
• Scientific research

Affirmative speaker 2

(Negates negative speaker 1 and expands

on key ideas—provides the facts, statistics,

emotional argument)

• Whale numbers
• Scientific research: what is research
   achieving?
• Importance of tradition

Affirmative speaker 3

(Negates negative speaker 2 and sums up

key ideas)

• Emphasises that resource is well managed:
   whaling is not the only threat to species

Negative speaker 1

(Negates affirmative speaker 1 and introduces

key ideas)

• Southern Ocean is a whale sanctuary
• Why don’t the trawlers work closer to home?
• What is so important about the whale hunting
   that the benefits outweigh the costs?
• Global food chains affected
• Animal cruelty 

Negative speaker 2

(Negates affirmative speaker 2 and expands

on key ideas—provides the facts, statistics,

emotional argument)

• Global food chains: facts 
• How are whales caught? Is it humane?
• The work of Greenpeace, its actions, the conflict
• International Whaling Commission, its work,
   the global ban

Negative speaker 3

(Negates affirmative speaker 3 and expands

on key ideas)

• Emphasises the resource is being degraded
   and conflict is rife

Debating like a geographer is being able to give the points for and
against any issue that has a geographical basis, and supporting
the ideas with arguments and evidence of a geographical nature.

Select your learnON format to access:
• an overview of the skill and its application in Geography

(Tell me)
• a video and a step-by-step process to explain the skill

(Show me)
• an activity and interactivity for you to practise the skill

(Let me do it)
• questions to consolidate your understanding of the skill.

Resources

Interactivity Debating like a geographer (int-3380)

Video eLesson Debating like a geographer (eles-1762)

19.10 SkillBuilder: Writing a geographical essay

What is a geographical essay?

Introduction: A freeway should not go through ...

Theme 1:

Theme 2: House and land prices will decrease. ...

Noise levels from traffic. ...

Theme 3: Animals will lose habitat and movement ...

Conclusion: If a road has to go through this area,

it must be a tunnel under the parkland.

A geographical essay is an extended response
structured like an essay, but it focuses on geographical
facts and data, particularly data that can be mapped.

Select your learnON format to access:
• an overview of the skill and its application

in Geography (Tell me)
• a video and a step-by-step process to explain

the skill (Show me)
• an activity and interactivity for you to practise the skill (Let me do it)
• questions to consolidate your understanding of the skill.

Resources

Interactivity Writing a geographical essay (int-3381)

Video eLesson Writing a geographical essay (eles-1763)
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19.11 Thinking Big research project:
The displaced Rohingya children

SCENARIO
More than 380 000 Muslim Rohingya children have been displaced
because of the conflict between their ethnic group and the Myanmar
armed forces. You will create an annotated photographic essay
detailing the daily wellbeing of these displaced children now living
in the Kutupalong Balukhali refugee camp in Bangladesh.

Select your learnON format to access:
• the full project scenario
• details of the project task
• resources to guide your project work
• an assessment rubric.

Resources

projectsPLUS Thinking Big research project: The displaced Rohingya children (pro-0220)

19.12 Review

19.12.1 Key knowledge summary
Use this dot point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

19.12.2 Reflection
Reflect on your learning using the activities and resources provided.

Resources

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-31781)

Crossword (doc-31782)

Interactivity The impact of conflict on human wellbeing crossword (int-7678)

KEY TERMS
asylum seekers people who are awaiting confirmation of their refugee status
civil war a war between citizens of the same country
classification the categorisation of characteristics, changes, factors into distinctive groups
diplomats people who manage international relations
gross national income (GNI) the total income earned by a country’s businesses and residents
Human Development Index (HDI) measures the standard of living and wellbeing by measuring life expectancy,

education and gross national income
internally displaced persons (IDPs) people travelling within their country to ‘safer’ places, legally remaining

under the control of their government
non-government organisation (NGO) non-profit group run by people who have a common interest and perform

a variety of humanitarian tasks at a local, national or international level
refugees people who flee through fear of persecution — for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of

a social group, or because of a political opinion — and cross outside their home borders
stateless people people who frequently lack identification documents, live on the edges of society and are

subjected to discrimination
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