
19.10 SkillBuilder: Writing a geographical essay
19.10.1 Tell me
What is a geographical essay?
A geographical essay is an extended response structured like any essay, but it focuses on geographical facts
and data, particularly data that can be mapped.

How is writing a geographical essay useful?
A geographical essay is used to show the facts about a place, its environment, people and interconnections.
A geographical essay may indicate change over time, refer to the scale of activities, or look to the future in
discussing sustainability.

Geographical essays are useful for:• environmental groups reporting on a hotly debated local topic• planners presenting ideas for transport options• researchers providing data on census analysis• journalists writing about a community issue.
A good geographical essay has:• an introduction• a number of paragraphs, each with a key geographic idea• facts and figures of a geographic nature supporting each paragraph• a conclusion• a bibliography.

19.10.2 Show me
How to write a geographical essay
Model

FIGURE 1 An essay plan

Introduction: A freeway should not go through the urban parkland. Three reasons, or themes, are listed.
Theme 1: Noise levels from traffic. Currently peaceful environment. Sound barriers don’t work.
Theme 2: House and land prices will decrease. People will not buy property because of the noise. Lifestyle is
changed; roads and pathways are divided by the freeway; many people can’t get to the parkland.
Theme 3: Animals will lose habitat and movement routes. Currently the area is home to kangaroos, and the
habitat will be diminished. Vegetation may not support the kangaroos, animals will suffer.
Conclusion: If a road has to go through this area, it must be a tunnel under the parkland.

FIGURE 2 An essay introduction

A freeway should not go through the urban parkland of Sandy Bay. The increased traffic will cause noise levels
from cars, small trucks and semi-trailers to soar. House and land prices will decrease, as potential buyers will
be concerned about the noise and pollution. Animals such as the grey rock wallaby and echidna will lose habitat
and their movement routes will be disrupted. If a road must go through this area, it should be a tunnel under the
parkland.
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You will need:• a topic of interest• paper and pen for brainstorming• paper and pen for drafting the structure of your essay• access to research materials in a library or on the internet.

Procedure:
STEP 1
On a piece of paper, brainstorm all the ideas you can think of that relate to the topic. When you have
finished, try to group the ideas into three or four themes. Connect ideas with a line. You could try using a
fishbone diagram or some other graphic organiser.

STEP 2
Use the FIGURE 1 model to set out a plan for your essay.• Introduction• Paragraph 1 is about key theme 1.• Paragraph 2 is about key theme 2.• Paragraph 3 is about key theme 3 etc.• Conclusion

STEP 3
Having organised your key ideas, you now need to find some geographic facts and figures to support your
ideas. Using case studies and giving examples of particular places add value to your writing. Quoting
organisations gives authority to your work. Keep your work organised according to the key ideas so you
can find information when writing.

STEP 4
Introduce your topic by stating a powerful fact that captures the reader’s imagination. In the next sentence,
outline the aspects that are going to be discussed in the following paragraphs. Make sure that you list these
in the order in which you wish to present the paragraphs. Your last sentence should lead into your first
paragraph.

STEP 5
Each paragraph that you write needs to have a distinct and powerful opening sentence that summarises the
facts you are going to present in the following sentences. The factual sentences need to be presented in an
organised manner. The last sentence should link clearly to the next paragraph.

In this instance, paragraph one will be about increased noise levels and will require data from other road
developments to show the increase in noise levels. Paragraph two could include the results of a survey of
local residents, showing their concerns about the roadwork and what they perceive will be the impact on
the value of their houses. Paragraph three will highlight a species of animal in the parkland and show maps
indicating that the animal often crosses the area of the planned roadway.

STEP 6
The conclusion should consist of only one or two sentences. It must contain no new data. It needs to leave
the reader in no doubt about what your opinion on the topic is. For example: ‘For the wellbeing of people
and animals, the only viable roadway is one contained in a tunnel.’

STEP 7
Provide a list of the references you have used. Your school will have a preferred system for bibliographies
and reference lists. You may have heard, for example, of the Harvard, Oxford, Chicago or Vancouver
referencing systems.
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Interactivity Writing a geographical essay (int-3381)

Video eLesson Writing a geographical essay (eles-1763)

19.10.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

19.10 ACTIVITIES
1. Plan a geographical essay on the following topic: ‘The scenic/historic [select one] environment of

_______________ [put in a place near you] is being destroyed by degradation. Discuss.’ Use the checklist to
ensure you cover all aspects of the task.
Checklist
In writing a geographical essay, I have included:
• an introduction
• a number of paragraphs, each with a key geographic idea
• facts and figures of a geographic nature supporting each paragraph
• a conclusion
• a bibliography.

2. Based on what you have learned in this SkillBuilder, apply your skills to answer the following questions.
(a) What are three key themes that you outlined in your plan?
(b) List two facts that you would search for to support each theme.
(c) What would be your opening sentence of the introduction?
(d) What would be the final sentence of your essay?

3. Practise your skills further by conducting whatever research is required and writing the full essay outlined in
your plan.
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