
20.11 Review
20.11.1 Key knowledge: summary
20.2 Key features of Australia’s system of government• Australia is a constitutional monarchy, with a Commonwealth Parliament consisting of two houses (the

House of Representatives and the Senate) and the Crown (represented by the governor general).• Australia’s government is based on the idea of democracy. This means that sovereignty lies with the
Australian people, and values such as freedom of election and support for parliamentary democracy
are associated with our system of government.• Australia’s system of government is categorised by democratic elections and the separation of powers.• There are similarities and differences between Australia’s system of government and the systems of
government found in other countries in the Asia region, in particular Japan, India and Indonesia.

20.3 Key features of Japan’s system of government• Japan is a constitutional monarchy, with its parliament (the National Diet) consisting of the House of
Representatives and the House of Councillors. The emperor plays only a symbolic role as Japan’s head
of state.• The government of Japan is also based on the idea of democracy. This means that sovereignty lies with
their people, and values such as freedom of election and support for parliamentary democracy are
associated with their system of government.• Japan’s system of government is also categorised by democratic elections and the separation of
powers.

20.4 Key features of India’s system of government• India is a republic, with the Parliament of India consisting of the House of the People (Lok Sabha) and
the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) as well as the president, who is India’s head of state.• The government of India is also based on the idea of democracy. This means that sovereignty lies with
their people, and values such as freedom of election and support for parliamentary democracy are
associated with their system of government.• India’s system of government is also categorised by democratic elections and the separation of powers.

20.5 Key features of Indonesia’s system of government• Indonesia is a republic. Its parliament, the People’s Consultative Assembly (Majelis Permusyawaratan
Rakyat or the MPR), consists of the People’s Representative Council (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat or
DPR; the lower house) and the Regional Representatives Council (Dewan Perwakilan Daerah or DPD;
the upper house). The president is both the head of state and the head of government.• The government of Indonesia is also based on the idea of democracy. This means that sovereignty lies
with their people, and values such as freedom of election and support for parliamentary democracy are
associated with their system of government.• Indonesia’s system of government is also categorised by democratic elections and the separation of
powers.

20.6 Foreign aid from governments and NGOs• The world’s nations have experienced uneven rates of development. This has created substantial gaps
between economies and given rise to numerous humanitarian issues.• In an attempt to alleviate the pressures caused by this gap, foreign aid is provided by wealthier
countries to those countries which are less developed.• As one of the strongest economies and most developed countries in its region, Australia finds itself
with tremendous responsibilities to assist its neighbours.• The Australian government can provide both development aid (for long-term programs to support the
general development of a country) and emergency aid (for natural disasters and other crises).• Non-government organisations (NGOs) also play a critical role in the provision of foreign aid.
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20.7 Australia and the UN• Since the founding of the UN, Australia has played a significant role in developing UN policies and
participating in its programs.• Australia has served as a non-permanent member of the Security Council five times in the history of
the UN.• Australian representatives to the United Nations have used our country’s increased standing to call for
change regarding a number of global issues, including gender equality, the rights of women and
whaling.

20.8 Keeping the peace• Australia has been involved in UN military observations and peacekeeping missions since 1948.• UN peacekeepers can include soldiers of national armies as well as police officers and political staff.• Peacekeeping missions may involve enforcing a ceasefire between previously warring parties, or
conducting democratic elections that would otherwise be problematic.

20.11.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

20.11 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
How does Australia’s government compare to its neighbours? Do we have to help them if needed?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Regional government and global citizenship crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS

absolute majority half the number of votes received in an election plus one
absolute monarchy a form of government where the monarch (a king, queen or emperor) wields unrestricted

political power over his or her sovereign state and its people
authoritarian a form of government characterised by absolute or blind obedience to the state, an authority figure

or a group
bicameral a parliament consisting of two legislative houses, or chambers
ceasefire a temporary or permanent suspension of fighting
Charter an official document describing the goals and principles of an organisation
colonised describes a country or region whose government has been replaced by one from another country
constitution a set of fundamental principles according to which a nation or state is governed
constitutional monarchy a type of government based on a constitution with a queen or king as its head of state
Crown the Queen’s authority in the Australian parliament, represented by the Governor-General at the federal

level and a governor at the state level
executive another name for the government
federation the process through which the six separate Australian colonies joined to establish a federal parliament

and the state parliaments
first-past-the-post a voting system where a candidate wins by receiving more votes than any other candidate
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formal votes a ballot paper that has been filled out correctly
humanitarian concerned with the welfare of a social group
infrastructure the physical and organisational structures and facilities (such as roads and buildings) of a location
international sanctions actions or penalties — usually economic but also diplomatic or military — imposed on a

country by a group of other countries
judiciary the collective name given to the judges who preside over law courts
multilateral describes a policy or program that involves three or more countries or parties
multinational describes an organisation operating in several countries
preferential system a system in which voters are required to number all candidates on the ballot paper in order

of preference. If no candidate wins more than 50 per cent of the vote, the preferences are distributed until one
candidate has a majority of votes.

proportional representation a system where candidates are elected according to the proportion (or quota) of the
vote achieved by their party

republic a form of government where supreme power is held by the people and their elected representatives
rather than by a monarch

separation of powers the division of government into the legislature (parliament), executive (ministers and the
public service) and judiciary with the aim of providing a system of checks and balances that prevents the
excessive concentration of power in one group

sovereignty of the people the principle that a government’s authority resides with its people through their
elected representatives

unicameral a parliament consisting of one legislative house, or chamber
Westminster system the democratic parliamentary system based on the British system of parliament
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