
21.13 SkillBuilder: You be the judge
21.13.1 Tell me
The High Court of Australia is the most senior court in our legal system, and it deals with the most serious
domestic and international cases. Those appointed to sit on the High Court bench are therefore our most
senior and experienced barristers and solicitors.

21.13.2 Show me
The cases brought before the High Court often have political ramifications. When Tony Abbott was elected
prime minister in 2013, border protection and stopping the influx of asylum seekers via boats were key
components of his election strategy. In June and July 2014, the commitment of Tony Abbott and his
government to the protection of our borders through the policy of ‘turning back the boats’ was tested in
the High Court. Follow the Asylum seekers video and High Court and asylum seekers weblinks in your
Resources section to watch a news report and read an article about asylum seekers and Australia.

Weblinks Asylum seekers video

High Court and asylum seekers

21.13.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

21.13 ACTIVITY
Allocate roles
As a class, you need to allocate roles and responsibilities to class members. To deliberate in this case, you will
need students to assume the following roles:

• 7 High Court justices
• 7 judge’s associates — these people assist the justices with legal research
• 2 barristers to present the case for the asylum seekers and 1 solicitor to support them
• 2 barristers to present the case for the Australian government and 1 solicitor to support them
• any student not allocated a specific role can act as an assistant or junior lawyer for the barristers.

Prepare and argue the case
• Each of the two parties to the dispute (the asylum seeker team and the government team) must prepare a

case to present to the High Court in relation to the plight of the asylum seekers referred to in the article and
video.

• Working in pairs, the justices with their associates must familiarise themselves with the relevant laws so
they can adjudicate on each team’s case.

• Draw on your knowledge of the High Court, the Constitution and other legislation, as well as the information
contained in this chapter and previous chapters. Refer to the relevant sections of the Constitution,
Australian legislation and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to provide information that will assist
in the presentation or adjudication of the case.

• Finally, each team must argue its case before the justices.

Reach a verdict
• Those students appointed justices are to work independently of each other.
• Each justice is to write and deliver his or her verdict on the case after the evidence has been presented by

both parties to the dispute.
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