
21.15 Review
21.15.1 Key knowledge summary
21.2 Living in a cohesive society• The vast majority of Australian communities enjoy a level of social cohesion not seen in many

countries around the world.• A cohesive society is a tolerant and inclusive society.• Individuals and groups are free to demonstrate their cultural and religious traditions, creating
communities rich with diversity.

21.3 Threats to social cohesion• Threats to the tranquillity and cohesion of Australian society do exist.• Several threats to the freedom and rights of Australians exist within our communities, and at times in
our governments as well.• Criminal activity, political corruption and lawlessness threaten our communities and can impinge on
our democratic rights and freedoms.

21.4 Protecting social cohesiveness• State and federal governments have developed and implemented strategies to protect social cohesion
within Australia.• Governments aim to protect the freedoms and rights of groups and individuals.• Governments have the common goal of maintaining and protecting social cohesion in Australian
communities.

21.6 Resolving conflict• It is inevitable that disputes between people will arise.• Disputes that threaten social cohesion need to be resolved.• Disputes can be resolved through our court system.• Disputes can be resolved through mediation, conciliation and arbitration.• Laws are created to set a standard of behaviour and to protect those people.

21.7 Resolving disputes between state and federal governments• One role of the government is to establish a system of dispute resolution bodies to deal with conflict.• In Australia the High Court is the superior court, charged with resolving the most serious disputes that
arise.

21.8 Interpreting the constitution• The High Court has been given the jurisdiction to allow it to:• hear appeals from decisions in cases heard in state and territory Supreme Courts• settle disputes between the states• interpret the Constitution to determine law-making power• interpret the Constitution to infer rights for the citizens.• The High Court guards our Constitution and our rights, and provides a check on the government.

21.9 International law• The continuing development of technology has necessitated the need for a global body to oversee and
attempt to regulate the interactions between countries.• The aim of such a global body is to minimise the incidence of conflict among peoples and nations.• The International Court of Justice is the primary judicial branch of the United Nations that settles legal
disputes submitted to it by states (member countries of the United Nations).

21.10 Applying international treaties• Treaties play an important part in establishing rules for behaviour in a range of areas:• economics and trade• labour laws
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• military and defence• economic development• human rights.• The High Court resolves disputes arising from international treaties.• As a member of the global community, Australia has played a role in the development of global laws
and treaties, and the bodies responsible for drafting and enforcing these rules.• Australia recognises its obligations at home and applies the terms of international treaties and
agreements at home to improve the lives of its citizens.

21.12 International law and Indigenous Australians• Australia’s role as a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights led to the legal principle
of native title being established.

21.15.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

21.15 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Do we really needs laws, high courts and treaties? Can’t everyone just get along without them?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views.

Interactivity Maintaining justice for a cohesive society crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbooks Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS
bill of rights a formal declaration of the rights of members of a country or area
conciliator a person who acts as an independent third party between two disputing parties
defamation a civil wrong involving a written or verbal communication that lowers a person’s reputation in the

community
discrimination the unfair, biased or prejudicial treatment of a person based on a personal characteristic such as

race, gender, religion, ability or age
dispute resolution a process involving a group of strategies to settle legal issues outside of court
embezzlement the theft or misuse of funds belonging to your employer or organization
inclusive behaviours or policies that include all members of a society
indigenous refers to people who are the original native inhabitants of a region or country
infer to form a conclusion based on evidence
integrated describes communities that consist of different cultural groups living in unity
land tenure a system by which particular individuals or groups are given a legally recognised right to occupy a

defined area of land
legally binding an agreement that is enforceable by law
marginalisation a social process by which groups or individuals are pushed to the fringes of society
precedent a law made by a superior court that must be applied by lower courts in future cases with the same or

similar facts
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ratify the process by which the government of a country accepts a treaty or convention and agrees to be bound
by it

reparations payment of money or materials by a nation defeated in war
rights those things that a person is entitled to by virtue of being a member of society
taboo a topic or issue that is not usually spoken about in a society
tariffs taxes imposed on imported goods and services to raise their price and make them less competitive

against domestic goods and services
terra nullius a legal principle signifying that an area of land belongs to no-one
trade transfer of ownership of goods from one person or entity to another in exchange for money or a

product/service
treaty an agreement between two or more sovereign states (countries) to undertake a particular course of action.

It usually involves matters such as human rights, the environment or trade.
ultra vires acting beyond the power of the law maker. It usually refers to situations where parliaments pass a law

that is outside their area of authority.
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