
1.10 Review
1.10.1 Key  knowledge summary
1.2 How and why do we study history?• Historians investigate and interpret the past.• History helps us to understand our heritage and appreciate other cultures.• History helps us to understand the present and what the future may hold.• History provides us with essential skills.

1.3 Ages, time and  chronology• Historians divide the past into ages and periods.• In Australia we count time using a system that was developed in Christian countries but there are other
systems.• Using chronological order and timelines helps us to recognise cause and effect.

1.4 Detective  work• There are several different kinds of sources we can use.• Sources need to be tested for reliability.• To begin an investigation we form a hypothesis.

1.5 Evidence from  archaeology• Archaeologists use several techniques to find remains of the past.• The skills of other scientists contribute to discoveries in archaeology.• Pottery is an important source of archaeological evidence.• Some archaeological remains survive while others are destroyed.

1.6 How old is it?• Relative dating techniques help us to know if a source is older or newer than another source.• We can find the age of many sources using absolute dating techniques.

1.7 Perspectives and  empathy• Historians try to discover how people thought and felt at different times in the past.• Using historical imagination requires using your imagination, but basing your ideas on evidence.• We should avoid judging people from the past by the standards of our own age.
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ANCIENT
HISTORY

MEDIEVAL
HISTORY

MODERN
HISTORY

1100 BCE

Decline of Mycenaean
civilisation on Greek
mainland

1500 CE

World sea exploration
begins.

1789 CE

French Revolution

1340 CE 

Black Death reaches Europe.

1000

2000

3000

1000

2000

BCE

CE

c. 2900 BCE

Earliest known writing
recorded in Mesopotamia.

c. 2550 BCE

Great Pyramid built at
Giza in Egypt.

2000 BCE

Knossos palace
built on Crete.

776 BCE

First known Olympic Games

753 BCE

Rome founded.

1279 BCE

Rameses the Great becomes
pharaoh of Egypt.

221 BCE

First Qin emperor unifies China.

146 BCE

Rome conquers Greece.

392 CE

Christianity becomes 
official religion of
Roman Empire.

632 CE

Death of Mohammed

900 CE

Most Mayan cities
in decline (South America)

356 BCE

Alexander the Great is born.

The timeline is broken
to show a break in the
time scale.

BCE

CE

This timeline is divided
into 1000-year sections.

Key dates and brief
descriptions of events
are given. 

PREHISTORY

Brackets are used
to mark a specific
period of history.

Where appropriate,
a timeline is divided
into eras.
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1.10.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

1.10 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

<content to come>
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has

your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxx)

Interactivity Historical skills and concepts crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
absolute dating techniques methods used to assess the age of something (e.g. radiocarbon dating, tree-ring

dating)
ancient history the period from the beginning of civilisation to the fall of the Roman Empire
anno Domini latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’
biased one-sided or prejudiced, seeing something from just one point of view
civilisations term used to describe societies that have towns and features such as complex forms of government

and religion
contestability when particular interpretations of the past are open to debate
heritage everything that has come down to us from the past
hypothesis (plural: hypotheses) a theory or possible explanation
relative dating techniques methods used to assess whether something is older than something else

(e.g. stratigraphy, fluorine dating)
strata (singular: stratum) Distinct layers of material beneath the ground, built up over time, that provide

information for archaeologists and geologists
prehistory the period before writing was invented
perspectives point of view or attitude
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