
3.12 Review
3.12.1 Key knowledge summary
3.2 Examining the evidence• Scientists and archaeologists study the record of Australia’s ancient past in sites such as Lake Mungo.• The oral history of Indigenous peoples has also left a record of the ancient world in the form of stories

passed down through the generations.• Museums work with traditional communities to give meaning to the artefacts they have in their
collections.

3.3 The first people of Australia and the Torres Strait Islands• Scientists believe that the low sea levels of the Ice Age made the settlement of Australia possible
because the first Australians were able to walk much of the way from their place of origin in
South-East Asia to the islands of the Torres Strait and on to the Australian mainland.• As human occupation spread across Australia hundreds of different languages and beliefs developed to
explain the nature of the land and the links between people.

3.4 Managing an ancient land• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities used their detailed knowledge of climate, animal
and plant life to manage their resources and survive in challenging natural environments.• Fire was used as a tool to care for the land, hunt and promote the growth of new vegetation.• Farming and fishing were central to life for people living in the Torres Strait.

3.5 Language and ceremony in ancient Australia• At the time of European settlement, Australia was a multicultural society where there were at least 250
separate Aboriginal languages spoken and hundreds more dialects.• The languages and traditions of the Torres Strait Islanders were related to both Papua New Guinea and
Aboriginal Australia.• Elders are the ceremonial leaders of Indigenous communities with their knowledge of tradition, culture
and spirituality.

3.6 The ancient Australian economy• Dreaming tracks were well-established trade networks extending for hundreds of kilometres across the
land to provide links between many clan and language groups.• Sequences of songs provided a record of creation beliefs and helped people to create mental maps of
their country, enabling them to travel long distances in safety.• Large gatherings of many clan groups occurred annually to coincide with increased food supplies and
to provide an opportunity for trade, feasting, ceremonial celebrations, marriage and business
negotiations.

3.7 Society, custom and culture• Relationships between clan groups and within families are complex in Indigenous communities and
are known as kinship networks.• Clans were identified by totems that were plants, insects, birds or animals regarded as sacred and
expressing the spiritual connection between people and the natural world.• Bora grounds were ceremonial places where initiation rites which gave young people the status and
responsibility that came with adulthood were often carried out.

3.8 Conflict and death in ancient Australia• A wide variety of ancient weapons, such as clubs and spears, developed as a reflection of the different
traditions, geography, resources and climates of Australia.• The ancient pukumani ceremony of the Tiwi Islands has survived into modern times as a beautiful art
form showing the importance to Indigenous communities of funeral ceremony and ritual.
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3.9 Conserving the past• The ancient river bed of Lake Mungo in New South Wales has provided evidence of the oldest known
funeral practices anywhere in the world.• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities play an important role in the conservation and
cultural appreciation of archaeological sites like Lake Mungo.

3.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

3.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Ancient Australia crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
ancestral beings gods or deities who taught people how to live and the rules of society and who are regarded as

the direct ancestors of Aboriginal peoples living today
anthropologists someone who researches the appearance and features of the life of prehistoric people and the

connections they had with other human populations
artefacts an object made or changed by humans
Before the Present (BP) a term use by archaelogists instead of BCE (Before the common era) for when time

periods are vast
bull-roarer a sacred object used in Aboriginal religious ceremonies whirled around to produce a roaring noise
cassowary a large flightless bird related to the emu with a bare head and neck
cays a small island found on coral reefs
circumcision the surgical removal of the foreskin from a male penis
clan a group of people of common descent or ancestry
dialects different forms of a language
dreaming a common belief system of Australia’s Aboriginal peoples that explains creation and the nature of the

world, the place that every person had in that world and the importance of ritual and tradition
dugong a sea animal, sometimes called a sea cow, found mainly on the coasts bordering the Indian Ocean
ecosystem a community of organisms, plants or animals and the environment they exist in
fallow land that is being farmed but left uncultivated and seeded for a season to allow soil recovery
foraged the search for provisions or food
geologists someone who studies the sediments and landforms associated with ancient campsites
genealogical an account of the descent or ancestry of a person or group
genetic relating to origin or heredity
Ice Ages long periods during which glaciers covered much of the northern hemisphere
lore the customs and stories that came from the Dreaming and continued to govern all aspects of traditional life
mallee a low growing bushy Australian eucalypt plant
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mangrove area in a tropical or subtropical climate where vegetation grows in salty or brackish water
melanesian belonging to the island groups of the South Pacific, north-east of Australia
ochre a natural pigment found in soil ranging in colour from pale yellow to orange and red
palaeontologists a scientist who studies fossils
plateau a high, flat topped landform
quarries an excavation or pit from which stone or building material is cut
radiocarbon dating a way of dating objects of plant or animal origin according to the amount of carbon left

within them
rites of passage a ceremony or event marking an important stage in someone’s life
sago a starch food obtained from palm used to produce a flour
seagrass a grass-like plant living in or close to the sea
sediment the material that settles at the bottom of a liquid
shell midden a mound of shells and other waste material marking the site of an ancient community
silt fine sand or earth particles carried and deposited by running water
slashing and burning a method of clearing land for farming where the vegetation is cut down and burned off

before new seeds are sown
taboos something strictly forbidden
taro a plant with broad edible leaves and root vegetable, grown in the tropical regions, especially the Pacific

Islands
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