
4.14 SkillBuilder: Analysing and corroborating
sources
4.14.1 Tell me
What are the main ancient Egyptian primary sources?
Primary sources from ancient Egyptian include pyramids, tombs, temples, mummies, coffins and written
records on stone and papyrus. They also include art such as models, statues and the paintings that decorated
papyruses, coffins, canopic jars and the walls of tombs and temples.

Why is it important to analyse and corroborate ancient Egyptian primary sources?
It is important to analyse and corroborate ancient Egyptian primary sources because almost all of our
knowledge about ancient Egypt comes from primary sources. Works of art, in particular, tell us much about
the lives of Egypt’s rulers. Some also provide evidence about ordinary Egyptians. Some show peasants and
labourers working in the fields, artisans busy at their trades and women grinding grain, weaving cloth and
brewing beer.

4.14.2 Show me
How do we analyse and corroborate ancient Egyptian primary sources?
When you study a primary source, you need to think carefully about the clues it provides and ask questions
about its accuracy, usefulness and reliability. You need to ask questions such as:• What is it?• Who created it and when was it created?• Who or what was it created for?• For what aspect of ancient Egyptian history does it provide useful evidence?• Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this?• What conclusions can we draw from the source about ancient Egyptian society?

These questions have been applied to SOURCE 1.

SOURCE 1 A fragment of a scene on a wall panel in the
tomb of Sobekhotep, a senior Egyptian treasury official
during the reign of Thutmose IV (c. 1419–1386 BCE)
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• What is it? It is a scene from a wall panel in a tomb.• Who created it and when was it created? We cannot know the name of the artist/s who created it but
we do know that it was created around 1419 to 1386 BCE.• Who or what was it created for? It was painted to decorate the tomb of an Egyptian official named
Sobekhotep.• For what aspect of ancient Egyptian history does it provide useful evidence? It provides evidence that
ancient Egyptian craftspeople included talented artists, such as those who created this scene. It shows
Egyptian craftsmen manufacturing jewellery so it provides useful evidence for such work. Therefore, it
would be useful for any study of the skills and methods of Egyptian craftsmen.• Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this? We might assume that the
artists who depicted such scenes based them on what they saw in Egypt. However, to test the accuracy
and reliability of this source we would need to compare it with other artworks and written manuscripts
that describe the same kinds of work.• What conclusions can we draw from SOURCE 1 about ancient Egyptian society? We could conclude that
crafts, such as manufacturing jewellery, were highly organised with specialised workers in factory-type
workshops. This meant that agriculture produced a surplus that freed such workers from the need to
produce food. There must also have been a privileged class that consumed the luxury products
produced in the workshops. There was probably also foreign trade in these products.

4.14.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

ACTIVITIES
Use the six questions to interpret SOURCE 2 as evidence for the lives of the people of ancient Egypt.

SOURCE 2 A fragment of a painting in the tomb of Nebamun. It was
made around 1350 BCE and shows a banquet scene divided into two
registers (levels).
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