
4.16 Review
4.16.1 Key knowledge summary
4.2 Examining the evidence• Pyramids, temples, tombs, mummies and artworks, such as tomb wall paintings, models and statues,

provide a huge amount of archaeological evidence.• Scholars have been able to read ancient Egyptian written primary sources since the code for
hieroglyphs was broken in the nineteenth century.

4.3 The gift of the Nile• Civilisation could never have developed in Egypt without the Nile.• The annual flooding of the Nile provided fertile soil for farming.

4.4 The people of Egypt• Egyptian society was layered like a pyramid.• Most ordinary people were peasants but others were engaged in a variety of skilled occupations.• Women had fewer rights than men but more rights than women in most other ancient societies.

4.5 Pharaoh rules!• Pharaohs came from some 30 dynasties over ancient Egypt’s long history.• Pharaohs were believed to have god-like powers but also had vast responsibilities.

4.6 Gods and the afterlife• Ancient Egyptians had many different gods.• They believed in an afterlife and buried possessions they might need in that afterlife.• Burial customs have provided most of our evidence for ancient Egypt.

4.7 Mummies unwrapped• Mummification was carried out to preserve bodies so that a dead person’s soul would have a home.• Mummification was a complex process that was carried out with great care wherever possible.

4.8 Write like an Egyptian• The ancient Egyptians were probably the first people to use writing after the Sumerians.• Early hieroglyphs took a long time to produce so the Egyptians developed simpler, faster scripts.

4.9 Pyramid builders• During the Old Kingdom, pyramids were built to house the mummies of pharaohs.• The Egyptians built them with tools made of stone, wood and bronze.• Because the contents of the pyramids were robbed, later pharaohs were entombed in the Valley of the
Kings.

4.10 Tutankhamen, Akhenaten and Nefertiti• Tutankhamen’s tomb is highly significant because, unlike tombs of greater pharaohs, its contents had
not been robbed.• Before Tutankhamen’s reign, Akhenaten carried out a religious revolution, decreeing that Egyptians
must worship only Aten, above all other gods.• Nefertiti was Akhenaten’s first wife and a woman of great influence in ancient Egypt.

4.11 Expansion and fall• Egypt’s relations with other countries involved trade and war.• During times of strength, Egypt drove out invaders and dominated other lands.• During times of weakness and division, Egypt suffered invasions.

4.12 Rameses II — Egypt’s greatest pharaoh?• Rameses II has been regarded as Egypt’s greatest pharaoh because of his military achievements and
the monuments glorifying him.• His greatness is contestable mainly because the evidence of it was constructed on his orders.
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4.13 Egypt’s heritage• Archaeological treasures are Egypt’s greatest legacies.• There is ongoing archaeological work in Egypt and significant discoveries are continually being made.

4.16.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

4.16 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview: <content to come>

content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Ancient Egypt crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
afterlife life after death
amulet charm believed to protect against evil
artisans skilled craftspeople
Asiatic peoples of Asia, in this case western Asia, including the Middle East
civil wars war between rival factions within one state or country
canopic jars jars used to store the liver,lungs,intestines and stomach of the person being mummified
deities gods or goddesses
delta low, triangular area where a river fans out as it nears the sea
demotic script the simplest of the ancient Egyptian scripts, which was almost like handwriting
Great Pyramid the oldest and largest pyramid in Egypt; one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World
Great Sphinx monument with the body of a lion and the face of a man; located in Giza near the Great Pyramid
hieratic script Egyptian script that was less decorative and complex than hieroglyphs
Inundation the seasonal flooding of the Nile
mercenaries people who fight for a foreign country for money or other rewards
mummy body that has been embalmed
natron a mineral salt used to dry out dead bodies
papyrus paper made from crushing reeds
sarcophagus stone or wooden coffin (often inscribed or decorated) in Egypt
shadoof irrigation device used to lift water from the river
stalemate a situation in a contest or conflict in which neither side can defeat the other
Valley of the Kings gorge on the Nile in Upper Egypt that contains many royal tombs
vassal state a state whose ruler recognises another, more powerful ruler as his overlord
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