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5 Ancient Greece

5.12 SkillBuilder: Analysing and corroborating
sources
5.12.1 Tell me
What are the main ancient Greek sources?
Ancient Greek sources include pottery, tombs, temples, fortifications, weapons, tools, coins, theatres and
written records. They also include artworks such as statues and other sculptures in stone and bronze and the
paintings that decorated vases and other types of pottery.

Why is it important to analyse and corroborate ancient Greek sources?
Almost all of our knowledge of ancient Greece comes from such sources. Works of art, in particular, tell us
much about ancient Greek culture, especially myths and religious ideas. Buildings and sculptures tell us
about technology, skills and values. Written records tell us about Greek ideas about politics, myths, history,
science and a vast range of other subjects. Not all ancient Greek sources are really primary sources as some
were written long after the events they describe.

5.12.2 Show me
How do we analyse and corroborate ancient Greek sources?
When you study an ancient source, you need to think carefully about the clues it provides and ask questions
about its accuracy, usefulness and reliability. You need to ask questions such as:
1. What is it?
2. Who created it and when was it created?
3. Who or what was it created for?
4. For what aspect of ancient Greek history does it provide useful evidence?
5. Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this?
6. What conclusions can we draw from the source about ancient Greek society?
These questions have been applied to SOURCES 1 and 2.
Ancient writers and many later historians have regarded Spartans as tough soldiers who would die

fighting rather than surrender or run from battle. SOURCES 1 and 2 are relevant to this issue.
1. What is it? It is a cup with a design showing Spartan soldiers carrying the body of a comrade killed in

battle.
2. Who created it and when was it created? We do not know who made it but we know that it was created

in Sparta in the sixth century BCE.
3. Who or what was it created for? We cannot know whom it was created for. It was made to be a cup but

more likely as a decoration than for practical uses.
4. For what aspect of ancient Greek history does it provide useful evidence? It indicates that Spartans

honoured their men who died in battle by carrying their bodies from the battlefield.
5. Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this? Without other evidence, we

cannot tell whether this source is accurate and reliable. However, several ancient Greek sources
support this view of the Spartans.

6. What conclusions can we draw from the source about ancient Greek society? The Spartans regarded
fighting bravely and dying in battle as great virtues.
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SOURCE 1 A sixth century BCE Spartan cup showing
Spartan soldiers returning from war carrying a slain comrade

SOURCE 2 Written by the Athenian general
and historian Thucydides (c. 460–403)
in his book, History of the Peloponnesian
War, this extract describes the surrender
of a force of 120 Spartans in the seventh
year of this war between Athens and Sparta

was... made, to know if they
[the Spartans] would surrender themselves
and their arms to the Athenians...
[Hearing] this offer, most of them lowered
their shields and waved their hands to
show that they accepted it. Hostilities now
ceased... after consulting together they
surrendered themselves and their arms...

Nothing
that happened in the war surprised the
Hellenes [Greeks] so much as this. It was
the opinion that no force or famine could
make [Spartans] give up their arms, but that
they would fight on... and die with them in
their hands: indeed, people could scarcely
believe that those who had surrendered
were of the same stuff as the fallen.

1. What is it? It is an account
of the surrender of a force of Spartans
during the Peloponnesian War.

2. Who created it
and when was it created? It was written
by Thucydides, an Athenian general
and historian, in the fifth century
BCE, soon after the events it describes.

3. Who
or what was it created for? Thucydides
wrote a history of the Peloponnesian
War, a conflict that divided the Greeks
for many years. The extract was part of
that history. Its original readers would
most likely have been other Athenians.

4. For what aspect of ancient
Greek history does it provide useful
evidence? It tells of an occasion when a
Spartan army surrendered to Athenians
rather than fighting to the death.

5. Is the evidence it
provides accurate and reliable and how
can we tell this? In judging its accuracy
and reliability, we should take into
account that the writer was an Athenian
general and therefore someone
who had fought against the Spartans.
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Without other evidence, we cannot
tell whether this source is accurate
and reliable. However, as many
other Greeks would have witnessed
this event it is unlikely that Thucydides
would have distorted the facts.

6. What conclusions can we draw from the
source about ancient Greek society?
We can conclude that, although the
Spartans regarded fighting bravely and
dying in battle as great virtues, they did
not always carry out this ideal. If the
source is reliable, we might conclude
that Spartans were not always as heroic
as many liked to think they were.

5.13.3 Let me do it
Complete the following
activities to practise this skill.

5.12 ACTIVITIES
Ancient writers and many later historians
have regarded Spartan women as being
as tough as Spartan men. SOURCES 3
and 4 are relevant to this issue. Use the six
questions to analyse SOURCES 3 and 4.

SOURCE
3 From Plutarch, Moralia, III, Sayings
of Spartan Women, 241. Plutarch lived c.
46–120 CE. He was born in Athens but was
an admirer of Sparta and was writing many
centuries after the events he described.
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Another Spartan woman
killed her son, who had deserted his
post because he was unworthy of Sparta.
She declared: ‘He was not my offspring...
for I did not bear one unworthy of Sparta’.
Another, hearing

that her son had fallen at his post, said: ‘Let
the cowards be mourned, I, however, bury
you without a tear, my son and Sparta’s’.
As a woman was

burying her son, a shabby old woman came
up to her and said, ‘You poor woman, what
a misfortune!’ ‘No, by the two goddesses,
what a good fortune,’ she replied,
‘because I bore him so that he might die for
Sparta and that is what happened for me’.
Another woman

handed her son his shield, and exhorted
him: ‘Son, either with this or on this’.*
* In order to run from battle a

soldier would have to throw away his heavy
shield. A soldier who was killed in battle
would be carried home on his shield.
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SOURCE 4 A bronze figure of a running girl, 520–500 BCE, believed
to have been made in or near Sparta

[!htbp]

TABLE SOURCE 3 This table was featured in an informative pamphlet provided to voters by the Federal
Council for the Advancement of Aborigines (FCAA) prior to the referendum. It summarises the rights that
Indigenous people had in different states at the time.

Right NSW VIC SA WA NT QLD

Voting rights (state) Yes Yes Yes No Yes No

Marry freely Yes Yes Yes No No No

Control own children Yes Yes No No No No

Move freely Yes No No No No No

Own property freely Yes No Yes No No No

Receive award wages Yes No No No No No

Alcohol allowed No No No No No No
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SOURCE SOURCE 3 US troop numbers and deaths in Vietnam 1960–72

Year Number of troops Number of deaths

1960 900 5

1961 3 200 16

1962 11 300 53

1963 16 300 122

1964 23 300 216

1965 184 300 1 928

1966 385 300 6 350

1967 485 600 11 363

1968 536 100 16 899

1969 475 200 11 780

1970 334 600 6 173

1971 156 800 2 414

1972 24 200 759
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SOURCE SOURCE 3 This table was featured in an informative pamphlet provided to voters
by the Federal Council for the Advancement of Aborigines (FCAA) prior to the referendum. It
summarises the rights that Indigenous people had in different states at the time.

• Young dependent on mother for 14 months
• Cannot be sold live
• One-off use (meat and skin)
• 18 months before meat can be harvested
• A 60 kg kangaroo yields 6 kg of prime meat; the rest

is suitable only as pet food.
• Can meet only 0.5 per cent of current needs

FPO

• Young dependent on mother for a few months
• Can be sold live
• Multiple uses (wool, meat and skin)
• Breed from 12 months; multiple births possible
• Meat can be harvested from 3–6 months
• Yields 20 kg of prime meat
• Easier to herd and care for

FPO
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