
6.13 SkillBuilder: Analysing and corroborating
sources
6.13.1 Tell me
What are the main ancient Roman sources?
Ancient Roman sources include temples, amphitheatres, houses, fortifications, roads, aqueducts, weapons,
tools, coins and many written records. They also include artworks such as mosaics, paintings, statues and
other sculptures in terracotta, stone and bronze.

Why is it important to analyse and corroborate ancient Roman sources?
Almost all our knowledge of ancient Rome comes from such sources. Works of art and writings tell us
much about ancient Roman culture. Buildings and sculptures tell us about entertainment, technology, skills,
religious ideas and values. Written records tell us about Roman ideas about politics, history, law and a vast
range of other subjects. Not all ancient Roman sources are really primary sources as some were written long
after the events they describe.

6.13.2 Show me
How do we analyse and corroborate ancient Roman sources?
When you study an ancient source, you need to think carefully about the clues it provides and ask questions
about its accuracy, usefulness and reliability. You need to ask questions such as:• What is it?• Who created it and when was it created?• Who or what was it created for?• For what aspect of ancient Roman history does it provide useful evidence?• Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this?• What conclusions can we draw from the source about ancient Roman society?

As you know, cruel public entertainments, including fights between gladiators, played a very big role in
Roman life. SOURCES 1 and 2 are both relevant to this issue.

SOURCE 1 Written by the Roman Emperor Augustus (Octavian), who ruled from 27 BCE to 14 CE

Three times I gave shows of gladiators under my name... Twenty-six times, under my name or that of my sons
and grandsons, I gave the people hunts of African wild beasts in the circus, in the open, or in the amphitheatre; in
them about 3500 beasts were killed.

These six questions have been applied to SOURCE 1.
1. What is it? It is a written account of the number of gladiatorial combats and staged animal hunts paid

for by Augustus.
2. Who created it and when was it created? The writer was Augustus, who became emperor of Rome in

27 BCE.
3. Who or what was it created for? As Augustus founded a dynasty, he was probably boasting to win

popularity with other influential Romans.
4. For what aspect of ancient Roman history does it provide useful evidence? It provides evidence about

public entertainment in Roman society, ways in which Roman politicians and rulers won favour and
Rome’s treatment of animals and slaves.

5. Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this? Other sources would be
required to verify such details as the number of combats paid for by Augustus. Many other sources
confirm that such entertainments were frequent.
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6. What conclusions can we draw from the source about ancient Roman society? Cruel public
entertainments were frequent and popular in ancient Rome, and they were often provided by political
leaders to win popular support.

SOURCE 2 A terracotta figurine of two gladiators. The figurine is from the first or second century CE. By this
time there were several different categories of gladiators, including the hoplomoch (with a circular shield) and
the thraex (with a small rectangular shield). Several gladiator figurines have been found.

In the next example, the questions have been applied to SOURCE 2.
1. What is it? It is a terracotta figurine of two gladiators.
2. Who created it and when was it created? We do not know who created this figurine. We only know that

it was made in the first or second century CE.
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3. Who or what was it created for? As quite a few gladiator figurines have been found they must have
been made to meet a popular demand for decorative souvenirs of the games.

4. For what aspect of ancient Roman history does it provide useful evidence? It provides evidence about
issues of public entertainment in Roman society and Roman attitudes towards gladiators. It also
provides evidence of the different types of gladiators who took part in combats and of their popularity.

5. Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this? The accuracy and reliability
of the source can be verified using similar sources (such as SOURCES 3 and 4).

6. What conclusions can we draw from the source about ancient Roman society? Cruel public
entertainments were frequent and popular in ancient Rome but, in a strange way, gladiators also appear
to have been admired in much the same way as modern football stars.

6.13.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

6.13 ACTIVITIES
1. Use the following six questions to analyse SOURCES 3 and 4.

(a) What is it?
(b) Who created it and when was it created?
(c) Who or what was it created for?
(d) For what aspect of ancient Roman history does it provide useful evidence?
(e) Is the evidence it provides accurate and reliable and how can we tell this?
( f) What conclusions can we draw from the source about ancient Roman society?

SOURCE 3 A relief sculpture from Turkey, first century CE, depicting three gladiators fighting
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SOURCE 4 A marble relief sculpture of two female gladiators named Amazon and Achilia. It was found in the
ancient Roman city of Halikarnassos (in modern-day Turkey).

Pdf_Folio:42

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 7 Victorian Curriculum Second Edition, Topic 6

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS




