
10.6 SkillBuilder: Annotating a photograph
10.6.1 Tell me
Using annotated photographs in Geography
Photographs are used to show aspects of a place. Photographs don’t give us all the information though.
Often people will notice different elements in the same photograph depending on their interest and
knowledge. Annotations are added to photographs to draw the reader’s attention to what can be seen and
deduced. As you can see in FIGURE 1, we know that there was water in the Campaspe River at the time the
photograph was taken. We don’t know what the water quality was like. Photographs today are digital and
can easily be resized and cropped.

FIGURE 1 Campaspe River near Axedale
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Source: Taken by Mattinbgn, 17 March 2012. © Creative Commons

Why use annotated photographs?
Annotated photographs are useful in geographical inquiries as geographers are interested in analysing
places and photographs provide a snapshot at a point in time. The annotations are vital to fully
understanding the photograph. It’s also important to understand that the angle a photograph is taken from,
and the time it is taken, can affect how easy it is to see some aspects in the photograph. You should consider
the angle the photograph was taken from, and what might be outside the border of the photograph. When
photographs are used to show spatial change over time, the same views are photographed at different times,
and the annotations are used to highlight the changes.

Model
A good annotated photograph includes:• a clear title that includes the location of the photograph• labels of the main features• annotated processes if known• date and time of when the photograph was taken• the source of information — the photographer’s name.
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10.6.2 Show me
How to annotate a photograph
You will need:• a photograph (FIGURE 2)• a black fine-line felt-tipped pen• a ruler.

FIGURE 2 Annotating a photograph

Source: Taken by Paul Humphries, 5 February 2012. © Paul Humphries

Procedure:
Step 1
Examine the photograph carefully, looking for key information it is showing you. You will notice that in
this particular image above, there is evidence that it was taken during a low flow period because the water
line is below the line of trees that mark a higher water level. Previous high flow or perhaps flood events of
the river is shown by the large logs deposited in the currently dry bed of the river.

Step 2
Check the date the photograph was taken. This photograph is tagged 5 February 2012. The author is Paul
Humphries and the location is Campaspe River at Strathallen; therefore, a clear title might be Campaspe
River at Strathallen during summer low flow period. Provide the source underneath as this enables the
reader to understand its author and the time of year. In this case it is ‘Source: Taken by Paul Humphries,
5 February 2012.’

Step 3
Add labels to the image, focusing on the key aspects you wish the viewer to notice. These might include
River in low flow, Debris deposited in high flow, Gum trees. It is often much easier to add labels if you took
the photograph and made field notes while you were there. For example, you could have determined if the
river was flowing and in which direction. Labels should be placed outside the photograph with fine lines to
the feature.

Checklist
I have:• a clear title that includes the location of the photograph• labelled the main features• included annotated processes, if known• included the date and time of when the photograph was taken• provided the source of the information.
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Video eLesson Annotating a photograph (eles-1633)

Interactivity Annotating a photograph (int-3129)

10.6.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

10.6 ACTIVITIES
1. Annotate the following photograph. Label any physical processes that you can see. For example, the river is

flowing towards the foreground of this photograph. Label the human activities that are shown.

FIGURE 3 Yarra River, Melbourne, Australia

Source: Taken by Russell Moseley at 5 pm, 10 September 2012. © Russell
Moseley http://www.free-things-to-do-melbourne.com

2. Once you have labelled your photograph, apply the skills you have learned in this SkillBuilder to answer the
following questions:
(a) Name two activities that you can see.
(b) What are the tall poles for?
(c) Where are boats stored? How do you know?
(d) What is the landing platform made of?
(e) Give evidence to support the idea that rivers such as this are an important resource for people.
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