
11.11 Review
11.11.1 Key knowledge summary
11.2 How much water is there in the world?• Of all the water in the world, only a small fraction is available to people to use.• Rainfall varies widely across the world.• Climate change is affecting the amount of water available in many locations around the world.• There are many amazing water records in the world – most rainy days; largest rivers, biggest dams etc.

11.3 How does Australia’s climate affect water availability?• Australia is the driest permanently inhabited continent in the world.• Australia’s rainfall is highly variable even at a global level.

11.5 How do people use water?• Globally, water is mainly used for agriculture but this varies from region to region.• Australia’s uses 70 per cent of its water for agriculture.• There is a strong relationship between indigenous people’s use of water and the landscape.

11.7 Does everyone have enough water?• Access to adequate and clean water and to adequate sanitation varies across the world.• Africa has the worst data related to water and sanitation provisions.• Women are over-represented in the task of fetching and carrying water.• Access to clean and sufficient water and adequate sanitation reduces health-related deaths• Work on the Sustainable Development Goals have resulted in improved access to clean water and
sanitation but there is still a lot of work to be done to improve this for many more people.

11.8 What is virtual water?• Virtual water includes the water used to manufacture food and goods.• Some foods and goods require very large amounts of water to be produced.• Countries that export these high water-use products are virtually exporting their water; countries
importing these goods are virtually importing water.

11.9 How can water be managed?• Water needs to be carefully managed for enough people to receive an adequate supply.• Cross-boundary water management needs to be carefully planned to ensure upstream and downstream
populations share the resource equitably.• Personal behaviours can help minimise water use and wastage.
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11.11.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

11.11 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview: <content to come>
<content to come>

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Water use and management in the world crossword (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
aquifer a body of permeable rock below the Earth’s surface which contains water, known as groundwater. Water

can move along an aquifer.
biodiversity the variety of life in the world or in a particular habitat or ecosystem
blue water the water in freshwater lakes, rivers, wetlands and aquifers
climate change a change in the world’s climate. This can be very long term or short term, and is caused by

human activity.
discharge the volume of water that flows through a river in a given time
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drainage basin the entire area of land that contributes water to a river and its tributaries
green water water that is stored in the soil or that stays on top of the soil or in vegetation
improved drinking water drinking water that is safe for human consumption
precipitation rain, sleet, hail, snow and other forms of water that falls from the sky when water particles in clouds

become too heavy
rainfall variability the change from year to year in the amount of rainfall in a given location
relative humidity the amount of moisture in the air
run-off precipitation not absorbed by soil, and which runs over the land and into streams
virtual water all the water used to produce goods and services. Food production uses more water than any other

production.
water footprint the total volume of fresh water that is used to produce the goods and services consumed by an

individual or country
water scarcity a situation that occurs when the demand for water is greater than the supply available
water stress a situation that occurs in a country with less than 1000 cubic metres of renewable fresh water per

person
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