
14.9 SkillBuilder: Creating a concept diagram
14.9.1 Tell me
What is a concept diagram?
A concept diagram, sometimes mistakenly called a concept map, is a graphical tool that shows links
between ideas, or concepts. Concept diagrams organise links into different levels.

Why are concept diagrams useful?
Concept diagrams enable you to organise your ideas and communicate them to others. They also help you
to clarify and represent your knowledge of a topic or issue. They highlight the ways your thoughts and ideas
relate to each other. They are useful for when you are reflecting on a topic or issue, especially towards the
end of studying a topic, because they help you see connections between ideas and information. They can
also be useful when brainstorming, and can help you in the further research of a topic.

FIGURE 1 Example of a concept diagram
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Concept diagrams should:

1. include a clear title
2. be presented neatly and clearly
3. explain what each colour represents
4. be easy for another person to understand.

14.9.2 Show me
How to create a concept diagram
Creating a concept diagram

Video eLesson Creating a concept diagram (eles-1640)
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You will need:• a blank sheet of paper• a ruler• colour pencils• an eraser• a black lead pencil.

Procedure:

FIGURE 2 Start with the
topic.

Why do people

live in certain places?

Topic

STEP 1
First, start with a topic. Place this in the middle of a blank sheet of paper.
Rule a box or draw a circle around it.

STEP 2
Use your ruler to draw lines out from this word and add key words about that topic or issue. This level is
called main ideas.

FIGURE 3 Add your main ideas.
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STEP 3
Add other lines to each of the key ideas and add words that relate to each of them. This level is called first-
level ideas.

FIGURE 4 Add your first-level ideas.

Lifestyle ResourcesWar
Poor living

conditions

Unemploymnet

Employment Environment

Pull factorsPush factors

First-level idea

Why do people

live in certain places?

Pdf_Folio:40

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 7 Victorian Curriculum Second Edition, Topic 14

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



STEP 4
Add new lines and words, so that the diagram develops into a something that resembles a spider web. This
level is called second-level ideas. If you like, you can add extra information on some of the lines. You may
also choose to add colours to represent different levels or connections. Add a clear title.

FIGURE 5 Add second-level ideas and give your concept map a title.

Lifestyle ResourcesWar
Poor living

conditions

Refugees Displaced people

Impacts of war

on people

Disease

Unemploymnet

Higher unemployment

leads to higher

crime rates

Crime

Employment Environment

Wealth
Clean air

and water

Why do people

live in certain places?

Second-level idea

Push factors Pull factors

Why do people live in certain places?

Checklist
I have:• included a title• neatly constructed and presented the information• explained what each colour represents• ensured the finished diagram is easy for another person to understand.

Interactivity Creating a concept diagram (int-3136)

14.9.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.
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14.9 ACTIVITY
Use the information in this topic to create a concept diagram of the reasons why Australians live where they do.

You may want to structure your concept diagram using some of the following topics you learned about:
• natural features or built features that attract people to live in certain places
• push and pull factors
• your own family’s reasons for living where they do, or your classmates’ families’ reasons for living where

they do
• reasons why remote areas are settled
• lifestyle choices.

Questions
1. How did you decide which ideas to include as your first-level ideas?
2. How easy was it to decide on your second- and third-level ideas?
3. What extra information were you able to add to the arrows that link your ideas?
4. Which aspect of creating a concept diagram did you find relatively easy and which did you find more

challenging?
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