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15 A world of people
and places

15.1 Overview

TO COME

15.1.1 Introduction
We all live in different places. Places are important
to people, whether they are rural or urban, remote
or central, permanent or temporary. But no two
places are alike; they differ in aspects such as their
appearance, size and features. In your mind’s eye,
try to picture the similarities and the differences
between places such as a country town, a popular
tourist destination, a remote village overseas,
a scientific base in Antarctica, an Indigenous
community and a mining town. You may think
of others to add to this list.

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic

Video eLesson Why we live where we do (eles-1620)

LEARNING SEQUENCE
15.1 Overview
15.2 Why we live where we do

15.3 SkillBuilder: Understanding satellite images
15.4 Growth cities in Australia

15.5 SkillBuilder: Using alphanumeric grid references
15.6 Life in a country town
15.7 Seasonal places
15.8 Places of change
15.9 Isolated settlements
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15.10 A nomadic way of life
15.11 India, past and present

15.12 Thinking Big research project: <title to come>
15.13 Review

To access a pre-test and starter questions and receive immediate, corrective feedback and sample responses
to every question select your learnON format at www.jacplus.com.au.
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15.2 Why we live where we do
15.2.1 Historic settlements and transport networks
Does the availability of rainfall explain why Australians currently live where they do? Could it also be
warmer weather, good soils, and access to the coast, mineral resources, people and flat land?

Australia’s unique physical characteristics have led to some interesting patterns in the development of
our cities and urban areas. As we know, deserts take up over 70 per cent of Australia. Without the resources
needed to sustain large populations, the majority of land in Australia remains sparsely inhabited. Instead,
85 per cent of Australians live within 50 kilometres of the coast.

Unlike Indigenous Australian peoples, the people who occupied Australia after 1788 have not been
tied to a particular place in Australia by their understanding of ‘country’. The liveability of places can be
influenced by their access to resources. Indigenous people continue to live in many places across Australia
with their nomadic lifestyles and sustainable ways of living allowing habitation in a range of environments.

FIGURE 1 The Yarra River, Melbourne, 1864
Australia’s first large European

colonies were all built close to rivers
and harbours, which provided safe
anchorage for their sailing ships. The
early colonisers and convicts, along
with their possessions and food, were
all transported from Europe by ship.
These colonisers were quite wary of
the unknown inland of the continent,
so they clung to the coast and relied
on sea transport. The sea allowed
goods to be imported and exported; it
provided fishing, whaling and sealing;
and it brought cooler weather due to
onshore breezes. Rivers, such as the
Yarra (seen in FIGURE 1), provided
water for household, industrial and
agricultural use, as well as a safe port
for passengers and cargo.

Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Hobart, Adelaide and Perth were generally the first settlements in each
colony. They have maintained their importance as their states’ largest cities and their centres of government,
transport and commerce. Big cities are great places to live because they provide many opportunities for
work, education, healthcare and recreation.

Land use
Beginning in 1788, Europeans and subsequent migrants have changed the natural environment by clearing
vegetation and using the land for building cities and farms and creating the services people need.

Examine FIGURE 2 and try to work out the difference between intensive and extensive land use regions.
The intensive regions are mostly located closer to the coast than extensive regions, and they are smaller
areas. Compare this land use map to a rainfall map in your atlas. Does more rain tend to fall in the intensive
or the extensive land use regions?

In places where rainfall is low or unreliable, such as central Australia, grass growth is seasonal. This
semi-arid interior does not support the variety of land uses that are possible closer to the coast.
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FIGURE 2 Major land use regions of Australia

0 250 km500

Beef cattle

Sheep for wool

Beef cattle

Sheep for meat and wool

Dairy cattle (and fodder crops)

Mixed sheep and cereal grains
(mainly wheat and wool)

Cereal grains

Fruit, grapes and vegetables

Sugarcane

Cotton, peanuts, tobacco
and other crops

Managed forest

National park or reserve

Urban area

Largely unused

Extensive grazing

Intensive grazing

Intensive cropping

Other

Land Use

Key

Source: MAPgraphics Pty Ltd, Brisbane 

 Jobs

FIGURE 3 Australia’s job sectors, 2016
People need to work in order to provide for their basic
needs. FIGURE 3 shows that the majority of jobs in 2016
were in the sectors of services (health, finance, education
and administration), retail trade and construction. Most of
these job opportunities are available in major cities and
regional centres, which are generally close to the coast and
in areas of higher rainfall.

There are few job opportunities in dry and remote
regions of Australia. Agriculture and mining provide some
employment in these places. Some jobs are also available
in manufacturing (processing the output of farms and
mines) and in services, such as healthcare and tourism.
Mining jobs in remote places are declining due to the
reduced international price for minerals and mine closures
and very few new mines opening. Remote mining sites
have skills shortages that require employers to pay very
high wages to attract workers.Pdf_Folio:4
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15.2 ACTIVITIES
1. Design a cartoon that comments on future environmental conflict between water for everyday living in cities

and water for farming in Australia. Remember that only about two per cent of employment in Australia is on
farms. Evaluating, predicting, proposing

2. Locate and study a rainfall map of Australia and the land use map of Australia (FIGURE 2). Approximately
how many millimetres of annual rainfall do areas of (a) intensive farming and (b) extensive farming receive?

Examining, analysing, interpreting

15.2 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.2 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 In your own words, define the term country.
2. GS1 What percentage of Australians live within 50 kilometres of the coast?
3. GS1 List four reasons why the state capital cities were settled.
4. GS1 What is the largest job sector in Australia?
5. GS1 In Australia, are more workers employed in mining or in manufacturing?

15.2 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS3 What is the difference between intensive and extensive land use? Give examples of each type.
2. GS2 What trends can you see in the FIGURE 2 map? Where are the regions in which intensive agriculture

occurs?
3. GS6 ‘Access to water improves the liveability of a place.’ Write a paragraph that agrees with this statement

and another that disagrees with this statement.
4. GS6 A doctor may be offered very high wages to work in a remote, dry place in north-western Australia.

What economic, environmental and social measures might they use to decide between the liveability of this
place and their current workplace in Melbourne?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.3 SkillBuilder: Understanding satellite images

What are satellite images?

FIGURE 1 A false-colour
satellite image of the Mt
Lofty Ranges
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Satellite images are images that show parts of our planet from satellites in space
and transmitted to stations on Earth. Satellite images help geographers observe
a much larger area of the Earth’s surface than photographs taken from an aircraft.

Select your learnON format to access:
• an overview of the skill and its application in Geography (Tell me)
• a video and a step-by-step process to explain the skill (Show me)
• an activity and interactivity for you to practise the skill (Let me do it)
• questions to consolidate your understanding of the skill.
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Video eLesson Using alphanumeric grid references (eles-1643)

Interactivity Using alphanumeric grid references (int-3139)

15.4 Growth cities in Australia
15.4.1 The growth suburbs
Which place in Australia is growing the fastest? If a place is liked by lots of people, does that make it
the best? What makes a suburb the most popular? Coastal areas have always been a popular place for
Australians to relax and holiday. Is the fastest growing place in Australia near the coast?

People might move to a new place for many different reasons. The attractions that entice people to
live somewhere are called its pull factors. Pull factors include cheaper housing, better climate, more
job opportunities and improved lifestyle. People can also be forced to leave their home and move to a
new place. These reasons are known as push factors. Loss of your job or business, poor school or health
facilities, and a natural disaster, such as flood or fire, are examples of push factors.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics, which collects information for the Australian Government, says
that three of the five fastest growing suburbs are in Melbourne. The other two suburbs are in Canberra and
Brisbane respectively. Over recent years, Melbourne has been Australia’s fastest growing capital city. It is
not surprising that it often tops tables as the world’s most liveable city.

What makes the Gold Coast such a great place to live?
FIGURE 1 Net migration
to the Gold Coast between
2011 and 2016

The Gold Coast’s warm weather, beach culture and holiday lifestyle have
attracted many new residents. FIGURE 1 shows that most of the new arrivals
came from New South Wales. Many were attracted to the place their
family visited on holiday, and they later decided to make it their permanent
home. The Gold Coast is now the sixth-largest urban area in Australia. It
is a major tourist destination, offering a wide range of work opportunities,
community facilities and intercity and interstate transport links by road,
rail and air. Many new residents are older Australians who have retired to
this place.

The increased population has placed pressure on the coastal
environment, as well as on the existing infrastructure of schools, hospitals,
roads and housing.

Use Nearmap or Google Maps to access an aerial photograph of the
Gold Coast region today. Compare this to FIGURE 2, showing the changes
that have occurred to the land use here over the past 50 years.

Why was the Gold Coast chosen for an AFL expansion team and the 2018
Commonwealth Games?
The main AFL states are Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania along with the
Indigenous communities of the Northern Territory. In March 2009, the Gold Coast Football Club, now
named the Gold Coast Suns, was established, supported financially by the Australia Football League (AFL).
The club’s establishment on the Gold Coast has seen a rise in youth participation in AFL.

The six largest Australian cities now have at least one AFL club: Sydney (2 clubs), Melbourne (9 clubs),
Brisbane (1 club), Perth (2 clubs), Adelaide (2 clubs) and Gold Coast (1 club).

The Gold Coast was chosen to host the Commonwealth Games in 2018. Metricon Stadium at Carrara, the
home of the Gold Coast Suns, was temporarily transformed and increased in capacity to host the athletics
events as well as the opening and closing ceremonies for the Commonwealth Games. Australia has hosted
five Commonwealth Games, but this is the first time that they have not been held in a state capital city.
Pdf_Folio:6
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FIGURE 2 Topographic map extract of the Gold Coast region in 1967
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Source: Spatial Vision

 

FIGURE 3 The ground developed for the Gold Coast Suns AFL team

Digital document Topographic map extract — Gold Coast region (doc-11400)
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15.3 ACTIVITY
1. Compare FIGURE 2 with the Nearmap or Google Maps aerial image of the same place today.

(a) In a small group, identify the changes to the environment, both built and natural, that you can identify
between the map and the photo.

(b) Collate this information in a table.
(c) Write one sentence to describe the change to the built environment.
(d) Write one sentence to describe the change to the natural or physical environment.
(e) The population of the Gold Coast is predicted to double to 1.2 million people by 2050. Is there much

space left in this area of the Gold Coast for housing? Suggest where new suburbs could be established.
Examining, analysing, interpreting

2. Using your knowledge of the factors that have made the Gold Coast so liveable and grow so fast, use your
atlas to identify another place that could become the ‘new’ Gold Coast. Identify the pull factors for your
location and write a paragraph to sell its advantages to potential residents. Evaluating, predicting, proposing

15.4 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.4 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 What features of the Gold Coast have made it grow so quickly?
2. GS1 Where have most of the new residents of the Gold Coast come from?
3. GS2 What services, facilities and environmental attractions does the Gold Coast offer to people wishing to

find a more liveable place to retire to?
4. GS1 What are push factors? Give an example.
5. GS1 What are pull factors? Give an example.
6. GS2 What was significant about the Gold Coast hosting the 2018 Commonwealth Games?

15.4 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS2 Use examples to explain the difference between the environment, services and facilities that make up

the push and pull factors which result in the rise or fall of the population of a place.
2. GS6 Think about the place where you live. Make a list of the pull factors that make your town or suburb

more liveable. Then list the possible push factors that might make someone leave your suburb or town to
live somewhere else.

3. <Insert new question, leave one line.>

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.5 SkillBuilder: Using alphanumeric grid
references

What are alphanumeric grid references?
FIGURE 1 A section of the
Melbourne CBD

Source: Russell Tate / Getty Images Australia
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Alphanumeric grid references are a combination of letters and numbers that
help us locate specific positions on a map. Letters and numbers are placed
alongside the gridlines, just outside a map. The grid, letters and numbers
allow you to pinpoint a place or feature by stating its alphanumeric grid
reference.

Go to your learnON title to access:
• an overview of the skill and its application in Geography (Tell me)
• a video and a step-by-step process to explain the skill (Show me)
• an activity and interactivity for you to practise the skill (Let me do it)
• questions to consolidate your understanding of the skill.
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Video eLesson Using alphanumeric grid references (eles-1642)

Interactivity Using alphanumeric grid references (int-3138)

15.6 Life in a country town
15.6.1 The attraction of the country
Country towns come in all shapes and sizes. They can be small centres with a post office and general store
or they can be substantial towns. Because most of Australia’s population and businesses are concentrated in
the capital cities, even people who live in quite large towns outside the capital cities see themselves as living
in the country.

Even though most Australians live in large urban centres, the rural or country regions are very important
because this is where food is grown, natural resources are extracted and ecosystems can flourish. Many
Australians travel to country places for holidays and many dream of moving to the country. The attractions
of country places include cheaper housing, less traffic, a greater sense of safety, and the allure of living
within and around natural environments.

COUNTRY LIFE
How do you feel about living in different places? The following nine statements refer to different opinions about
living in rural areas or cities.

• Rural areas are peaceful, have lots of space and clean air.
• Cities provide more choice in activities and places to live.
• I feel isolated in cities.
• Pollution and noise in big cities impair living conditions.
• I don’t feel safe in big cities because of crime.
• Rural areas have great communities with people supporting one another.
• The natural environment in many rural areas is very attractive.
• I feel isolated in rural areas.
• Jobs and transport are more accessible in cities.
Complete a diamond ranking diagram by writing the statement you most agree with at the top and the one you

most disagree with at the bottom. Then choose the next two top and bottom statements and the final three in the
middle of the ranking.

Explain your ranking to another person. How might these rankings change if they were completed by people
who live in places different from where you live? Can you test this hypothesis? [Intercultural Capability]

15.6.2 Demography
The demographic characteristics of country places are influenced by location and activities in the
surrounding area.

For instance, Leongatha is located on the South Gippsland Highway, 135 kilometres south-east of
Melbourne, Victoria. Reliable rainfall and good soil make the area one of the most productive in Victoria.
Dairy farming is the main type of farming, and the milk-processing factory is the largest single employer
in town.

Another town, Coleraine, is located on the Glenelg Highway, 350 kilometres west of Melbourne. The
farms are generally large. Sheep and cattle grazing are the main types of farming, and there is no major
business in the town.
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TABLE 1 shows the current and predicted population demographics for Melbourne, Leongatha and
Coleraine. <update table data - to come at first pages>

TABLE 1 Predicted population for selected Victorian places, 2031

Local government area 2011 2031

Municipality % aged under 20 % aged over 65 % aged under 20 % aged over 65

Melbourne (urban) 24.3 23.8 13.0 17.1

South Gippsland Shire
(rural includes Leongatha)

24.8 21.9 19.5 28.1

Southern Grampians Shire
(rural includes Coleraine)

25.8 21.6 19.6 30.3

A sense of belonging
In the country there are opportunities to be involved in a wide range of community activities. Activities
might have an economic focus (such as fundraising), an environmental focus (such as Landcare) or
a social focus (such as youth groups). A common outcome of all activities is the way they contribute
to a sense of connectedness or belonging.

FIGURE 1 Growing up in a country town might mean …
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FIGURE 2 Lawn bowls is a popular sport in
small towns.

It is common for even small towns to provide a
range of sports. Sports provided in a town as large as
Leongatha might include Australian Rules football,
cricket, little athletics, tennis, equestrian events,
bowls, fishing, cycling, croquet, skateboarding, golf,
swimming, basketball, netball, table tennis, badminton,
karate, gymnastics, squash and taekwondo. Also
available are cultural activities and entertainment,
such as films, brass bands, guides, scouts, art galleries,
dancing and theatre groups.

Interactivity Country town services (int-3092)

Google Earth Leongatha

15.6 ACTIVITY
1. As a class or group, brainstorm the meaning of the term country life. Create a list of words that describe

your agreed view. Choose a suitable strategy to convey your representation of rural living.
Describing and explaining

2. (a) Create a list of Australian country towns that you have heard of.
(b) Collaborate with others to map the location of each of these towns.
(c) For each town, record its latitude, distance and direction from the state capital city.
(d) Complete the following generalisation about the known towns: ‘Most of the towns we know are located

___________________.’ Remembering and understanding
3. Indigenous Australians have always had a sense of belonging to a place, and elements of the natural

environment are honoured on their flags. Find out what the Aboriginal flag and the Torres Strait Islander flag
look like. What aspects of the natural environment are represented on each of these flags?

Examining, analysing, interpreting

15.6 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.6 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 In which direction would you travel from Leongatha to reach Melbourne?
2. GS1 In which direction would you travel from Coleraine to get to Melbourne?
3. GS1 Provide three reasons why country places are important.
4. GS4 Classify each of the characteristics in FIGURE 1 as economic, social or environmental.
5. GS5 Identify the characteristics in FIGURE 1 that are attractive to you. Are most of these characteristics

social, economic or environmental?

15.6 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS6 What are three opportunities in your community for young people to feel socially connected?
2. GS5 Study the data in TABLE 1.

(a) The percentage of the population under 20 is predicted to __________________ in all municipalities.
(b) True or false? Country regions are predicted to have a big increase in the percentage of population

over 65.
(c) What is the evidence to support your choice for part (b)?
(d) Apart from the age of the population, suggest another difference in the demographic between country

towns and big cities.

Pdf_Folio:11

TOPIC 15 A world of people and places 11

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



“c15AWorldOfPeopleAndPlaces_print” — 2019/6/18 — 6:51 — page 12 — #12

3. GS6 In Australia, the trend is for people to move away from the country to the major cities. Suggest three
reasons why you think this happens.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.7 Seasonal places
15.7.1 Falls Creek — a seasonal village
Many aspects of the way people live are influenced by the seasons. Our recreational activities, transport,
housing features and clothing often change throughout the year. In some towns, there are changes in
business activity and population as seasons change.

Falls Creek is located in north-east Victoria about 20 kilometres south of Victoria’s highest mountain,
Mt Bogong. It is in the Great Dividing Range, which extends from northern Queensland to western
Victoria. As a ski resort, Falls Creek is very busy in winter and quiet in the summer. The village sits at an
elevation of 1765 metres above sea level.

FIGURE 1 Location of Falls Creek, a ski resort in Victoria

Source: Spatial Vision 
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15.7.2 Climate
Falls Creek is much cooler and wetter than places at a similar latitude. It holds several rainfall and
temperature records in Victoria.
• Lowest temperature: –11 °C (3 July 1970)
• Highest monthly rainfall: 989.6 mm (July 1964)
• Highest annual rainfall: 3738.5 mm (1956)
The elevation of Falls Creek means the air is always cooler, which increases the chances of rain or snow.

The southern aspect of the ski slopes means that the snow remains on the slopes for longer.

FIGURE 2 Elevation and temperature: the higher a place is above sea level, the less heat it receives.
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that does not face the sun is always cooler.
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FIGURE 4 Climate graph for Falls
Creek (latitude 36.87°S)
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Snow is the major attraction at Falls Creek, and many snow-making machines are now used to improve
snow cover and extend the ski season. Nearby Rocky Valley Lake provides plenty of water to feed into
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the high-pressure snow gun, but the temperature must also be very low (around –2 °C) for the snow
machine to work.

15.7.3 Seasonal activities

FIGURE 5 Seasonal activities include skiing and bushwalking.

Winter

Clothing must protect the skin from wind, water

and cold and the face from sunburn.

Summer

Clean air and mild temperatures suit outdoor

activities such as bushwalking.

TABLE 1 Differences between summer and winter at Falls Creek

Data Summer Winter

Population* 225 workers plus visitors 2500 workers plus visitors

Visitor numbers# 35 000 130 000

Examples of type of
work

Maintenance, building, road construction,
revegetation and outdoor recreation

Maintenance, hospitality, snow activities, ski
patrol and child minding

School enrolment* 10 40

Examples of
activities

Cycling, bushwalking, fishing, altitude sports
training, horse riding and tennis

Downhill skiing, cross-country skiing,
snowboarding, snowshoeing, snow tubing,
night skiing and snow bike riding

Special activities Dragon boat races and alpine cycling
competitions

Ice plunge, sled-dog races and skiing

Notes: *Numbers are approximate.
#Many visitors stay for several days.

Interactivity Alpine regions — open or closed? (int-3093)

15.7 ACTIVITY
1. In a group, brainstorm then create a list of towns that are busy in one season of the year. Choose one from

the list and describe its location in at least three ways. In which season is the town busy? What is the
attraction that draws people to the town?

2. Present the differences between summer and winter at Falls Creek in a visual format. Consider recreational
activities, transport options, housing needs, clothing requirements and access to goods and services.
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15.7 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.7 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 In which state of Australia is Falls Creek?
2. GS1 What is the special attraction that draws people to Falls Creek?
3. GS1 According to TABLE 1, how many more people visit Falls Creek in winter than in summer?
4. GS2 Using the description of the location of Falls Creek as a guide, describe the location of your town or

city. Refer to your state, directions, distance and at least one other feature.
5. GS5 Refer to the climate graph (FIGURE 4) for Falls Creek. In which months would you expect it to snow?
6. GS2 Explain why July would be a suitable month to operate the snow-making machines. Which other

months could also be suitable?

15.7 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS4 In which season is each of the following jobs most likely to be available at Falls Creek?

(a) child minder
(b) mechanic
(c) fitness trainer
(d) tennis coach
(e) ski instructor
(f) bicycle mechanic

(g) chef
(h) cleaner
(i) stable hand
(j) retail assistant

2. GS6 How do the seasons influence the way of life in your town? Identify three aspects that change
according to the season.

3. GS6 Over the past 50 years, there has been a general trend of a slight decrease in snowfall. If this trend
continues, what impact will it have on the village of Falls Creek? Consider the impact on people (social
impact), on business (economic impact) and on the natural surroundings (environmental impact).

4. GS6 Falls Creek has internet and mobile phone coverage. What influence do you think this would have on
access to goods and services?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.8 Places of change
15.8.1 On the move

FIGURE 1 A Tallangatta house being moved to the
new town site

A town will change over time if the factors
influencing people’s decision making about
living there also change. Change may be due to
government plans, the perception of the natural
environment, the economic activities that are
carried out in the place and access to resources and
other places.

The original buildings in Tallangatta, in north-
east Victoria, about 40 kilometres from Albury and
Wodonga, can be seen only when the water level
in Lake Hume is very low. The current town was
moved from its original location in 1956. Houses
were lifted onto trucks (with parts of the buildings often falling off during the journey) and moved about
eight kilometres (see FIGURE 1). The original site, in a valley beside the Mitta Mitta River, was flooded when
the size of Lake Hume was increased.Pdf_Folio:15
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15.8.2 Town closed
In 1917, it was decided that a town was needed on the dry and very warm Nullarbor Plain to provide
services for the Indian Pacific railway (see FIGURE 2). With a population of 300, the town of Cook was
once big enough to have a school, hospital, shop and accommodation for train drivers. When the railways
were privatised in 1997, the town was closed. There are currently no known residents of Cook and it has
effectively become a ghost town.

FIGURE 2 The location of Cook

Western Australia South Australia

New South Wales

Victoria

Queensland

ACT

Cook
Coondambo

Melbourne

Tarcoola

Perth

Port Augusta

Loongana
Rawlinna

Southern

Cross

Katoomba

Broken Hill

Port Germein

Adelaide

Condobolin

Bathurst

Ooldea
KingoonyaDeakin

Peterborough

Kalgoorlie

Menindee

Orange

Cockburn

Sydney

Jamestown
Gladstone

Northam

Silverton

Mount Victoria

Pimba

Tent Hill

Barton

Curtin

Coonamia

Great Australian Bight

I N D I A N  O C E A N
P A C I F I C

O C E A N

Longest straight

stretch of track

in the world

Nu l larbor  P la in

Railway line0 250 km500

Source: Spatial Vision

15.8.3 Access to resources
Resource depletion

FIGURE 3 The hotel in Silverton
and the surrounding landscape
have been used in films such as
Mad Max 2.

Silverton, 25 kilometres north-west of Broken Hill, was once home
to 3000 people who mainly worked in mining (see FIGURE 3). Most
people left, often taking their homes, when richer mines opened
at Broken Hill. According to the 2016 census, the population of
Silverton is 50, and the town is now visited by many tourists.
The town and its semi-arid surroundings have been used as the
setting in many films, such as Mad Max 2, Dirty Deeds, Mission
Impossible 2 and The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert.
In the coming years, we may see another change in Silverton’s
population with the construction of the Silverton Wind Farm. After
years of delays, construction of the renewable energy project is due
to commence in 2019.

Resource discovery
Karratha is a hot, dry place 1600 kilometres north of Perth. It was founded in the 1960s for workers on
the growing iron ore mines in the Pilbara region. In the 1980s the development of the natural gas industry
encouraged further growth. The town currently supports about 22 000 people and is expected to support up
to 40 000 by 2030.

DISCUSS
Discuss the following statement with a partner:

‘Environmental factors are the main reason why towns change’.
Compose a clear paragraph to express your opinion. The first sentence will clearly state your view. The rest of

the paragraph should contain at least two pieces of evidence to support your view.
Pdf_Folio:16
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15.8.4 Sea change

FIGURE 5 The Bussell Highway — the main street in
Margaret River — 1991

Margaret River, 270 kilometres south of Perth,
has become popular because it offers a rural
lifestyle and is accessible to the capital city.
People who move from the city to the coast
are said to have made a ‘sea change’. Those
who move to an inland location are said to have
made a ‘tree change’.

FIGURE 4 The planned town of Karratha

Change over time
Many people now recognise that the Margaret River region has many attractions, such as beaches,
waterways, caves, wineries, national parks and mild weather that suits farming and tourism.

However, what people have thought about the region has changed over time. Before 1830, the Noongar
people, including the Wardandi Nation, valued the natural characteristics (such as flora, fauna, weather, sea
and rivers) and made few changes to the natural environment. In 1830, white settlers arrived to cut down
trees and sell timber. In 1950, they began using the cleared areas for dairy cattle and beef cattle.

Tourists also began to value and visit the region’s natural features, such as beaches, rivers and caves. By
1970, people were moving from the city to enjoy the quiet country atmosphere and, by 1990, the area had
become popular as a sea change destination.

TABLE 1 Population change in Margaret River

Year Population of town

2001 3627

2006 4415

2011 5314

2016 7654

2021* 8500

*predicted population

Pdf_Folio:17
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TABLE 2 Origin of people who moved to Margaret River, 2006–2011

Previous place of residence Number

New South Wales 83

Victoria 35

Queensland 44

South Australia 30

Western Australia 1004

Tasmania 13

Northern Territory 20

Overseas 365

15.8.5 Tourism
Port Douglas, 60 kilometres north of Cairns, was a busy port in the 1870s and had a population of more
than 10 000. The mining that had attracted people to this hot, wet area did not last. By the 1960s, the
population was only 100. In the 1980s, road and air access to the town improved. People were prepared to
travel long distances from within Australia and from overseas to enjoy the warm weather, stunning beaches
and the World Heritage areas of the Great Barrier Reef and Daintree rainforest. The permanent population
is now about 3500. During the peak holiday season (May to November) the population of Port Douglas can
increase to more than double its regular size.

FIGURE 6 Port Douglas in 1971,
before the tourist boom

FIGURE 7 Port Douglas in 2019

 

CHANGE OVER TIME
Many places change over time. Study the two photographs of Port Douglas in 1971 and in 2019.

How might the following people respond to change that has taken place here?
• A resident whose family has lived in Port Douglas for three generations
• A shop owner
• A travel agent
• A tourism company owner
• A fisherman
• A painter/photographer

[Personal and Social Capability]

Pdf_Folio:18
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15.8.6 Change in the future
Even in a small state like Victoria, predicted population growth varies across the state. Towns relying on
big farms are predicted to lose population. The use of machinery and the closure of processing plants have
reduced employment opportunities. Towns in regions very close to Melbourne are predicted to grow. People
who live in these places still have access to jobs and entertainment in Melbourne even though they live in
regional Victoria. More people means there is a need for more businesses.

FIGURE 8 Projected population change for regional Victoria, 2011–2031

SEE

INSET

INSET

Over 4.0%

3.0—4.0%

2.0—3.0%

1.0—2.0%

0.5—1.0%

0.0—0.5%

Less than 0.0%

Projected annual average

rate of population change

by LGA, 2011 to 2031

500 100 km

Source: The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. 

 

Google Earth Tallangatta

Silverton

Karratha

Margaret River

15.8 ACTIVITIES
1. Find maps of Victoria that provide information about landform and climate. Refer to your maps and FIGURE 8

to complete the following.
(a) Think about landform and population change. Are most areas of declining population in places that are

not mountainous? Are most areas of increasing population on the coast side of the mountains?
(b) Think about climate and population change. Are most of the highest growth population areas in places

where rainfall is over 600 millimetres per year? Are most areas of declining population in places where
the rainfall is lower?

(c) What might be reasons for your findings in (a) and (b)? Examining, analysing, interpreting
2. (a) Draw a sketch map of natural features at Port Douglas in 1971. Show the ocean, promontory, Dickson

Inlet, flat land and hills. Add the settlement features (such as housing, roads and marina).
(b) Using another colour or an overlay, show the settlement features for 2019.
(c) Annotate your map to describe the changes that have occurred and the changes you think will happen

in the next 10 years. Classifying, organising, constructing
3. Look at FIGURE 5. What do you think the main street in Margaret River looks like today? Predict what you

would expect to see in terms of the road, footpaths, plants, types of shops, types of buildings and open
Pdf_Folio:19
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spaces. Use Google Street View and check your hypothesis. Do you think Street View visited at a busy
holiday time? Evaluating, predicting, proposing

15.8 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.8 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 Which water storage drowned old Tallangatta? How far was the town moved?
2. GS1 In which region of Western Australia is Karratha?
3. GS1 What now draws people to Silverton?
4. GS1 What is the population of Port Douglas in the peak holiday season?
5. GS5 Study FIGURE 2.

(a) How many states does the Indian Pacific travel through?
(b) Why do you think the train is called the Indian Pacific?
(c) In which general direction does the train travel from Sydney to Perth?

6. GS4 Read the description of the change over time for Margaret River. Create a timeline to show the
changing view of Margaret River.

15.8 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS5 Refer to TABLES 1 and 2 and calculate the population increase between each census.

(a) In which time period was the greatest population increase in Margaret River?
(b) What are the three main places new residents came from to settle in Margaret River between

2006 and 2011?
2. GS6 Suggest why May to November is the peak holiday season in Port Douglas.
3. GS6 Refer to the map in FIGURE 8.

(a) Describe the location of the areas predicted to grow by more than three per cent. For, example, are they
inland or by the coast? Are they in the north, south, east or west of the state? Are they clustered together
or spread out? Are they close to Melbourne?

(b) What will happen to towns in the regions?
(c) Estimate the proportion of Victoria that is predicted to increase its population and the proportion that is

predicted to decrease its population.
4. GS3 Factors that cause change can be categorised as social (related to people), economic (related to

money) or environmental (related to setting or surroundings).
Consider all the reasons for change provided in this subtopic and
list each in its correct category.

5. GS6 What would be the advantages and challenges of living in a
town like Port Douglas, which relies on tourism? Use speech
bubbles like the ones at the right.

It would be good

because … But …

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.9 Isolated settlements
15.9.1 Way up north
 

Life in some towns is strongly influenced by geography. It is now possible to live in extreme conditions
and be socially connected while enjoying access to a wide range of goods, services and community
activities.

Dawson, with a population of 1400, is the second largest city in the Canadian state of Yukon. At the
latitude of 64°N, it is only about 360 kilometres from the Arctic Circle.

Pdf_Folio:20
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FIGURE 1 Location of Dawson, Yukon, Canada
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Dawson is a long way from neighbouring towns. It is 770 kilometres from the next town to its north
(Inuvik) and 810 kilometres to Anchorage, the largest town in Alaska.

 

15.9.2 Climate

TABLE 1 Average hours of sunlight at Dawson, Yukon and Longreach, Queensland

Month Dawson, latitude 64°N Longreach, latitude 23°S

January 4 13

February 6.9 13

March 10.2 12.5

April 13.7 12

May 17.1 11

June 20.6 11

July 21.4 11

August 18.1 11

September 14.6 12

October 11.2 12.5

November 7.8 13

December 4.7 13.5
Pdf_Folio:21
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15.9.3 Settlement
The site of Dawson, on the junction of the Yukon and Klondike rivers, was always an important hunting and
meeting site for indigenous peoples, who still live in the area. The harsh climate deterred white colonisers
from the area until gold was discovered in 1896. The population grew by thousands every week, quickly
reaching 30 000.

However, most people did not stay long. Living conditions were very poor: people lived in tents and huts;
they had no power, water or sewerage; and crops would not grow in the low temperatures. The permafrost
also made it difficult to dig the foundations for buildings. Furthermore, it turned out that the gold was not
accessible: it was in gravel that was frozen for most of the year.

Today FIGURE 2 Climate graph for
Dawson
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Today the town has infrastructure, and housing is solid and
heated. The community of Dawson operates year round, with the
climate having a strong influence on activities. A road to Alaska
has encouraged tourism, and new mining techniques have increased
goldmining.

The weather conditions mean that some jobs, such as road-making
and building, cannot be done in the winter. Some of those employed
in these industries move south in the winter, either for work or
holidays.

The town of Dawson is no longer completely isolated in winter.
Internet and phone connections allow communication; snow-
ploughing and spreading of sand keep the roads open most of the
time; and planes fly in and out all year.

The weather influences many aspects of social life in Dawson.
The ‘Thaw di Gras’ carnival celebrates the end of winter, and music
festivals and a kayak marathon take place in summer. Winter is the
time of snowmobile treks, skiing and the famous Yukon Quest dog-
sled race from Whitehorse (Yukon) to Fairbanks (Alaska). During
the race, dogs and mushers (sled drivers) need protection from the cold, but if the weather warms to minus 4
°C, it becomes too hot for the dogs to travel during the day.

FIGURE 3 It is so cold in winter that the Yukon River freezes over, and the ice is
thick enough to support fully loaded trucks.

Pdf_Folio:22

22 Jacaranda Humanities Alive 7 Victorian Curriculum Second Edition

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



“c15AWorldOfPeopleAndPlaces_print” — 2019/6/18 — 6:51 — page 23 — #23

Weblink Bureau of Meteorology

15.9 ACTIVITIES
1. (a) Construct a multiple bar or column graph to show the average number of hours of sunlight at Dawson

and Longreach.
(b) On your graph, use colour, shading or symbols to show summer and winter at each location.
(c) Write one statement that is true for both Dawson and Longreach about their hours of sunlight.
(d) Imagine you live in Dawson, where the school year is from August to June. In which months would you

arrive or leave in the dark? Classifying, organising, constructing
2. Use the Bureau of Meteorology weblink in the Resources tab to find the average monthly temperatures for

your location. Present the statistics for the minimum and maximum temperature in a graph. Compare your
graph to the one provided for Dawson. Write three clear statements comparing the average monthly
temperatures of Dawson and your location. Write three clear statements comparing the monthly rainfall for
Dawson and your location. Classifying, organising, constructing

15.9 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.9 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS5 Refer to the map in FIGURE 1. How far is Dawson from Whitehorse, the state capital?
2. GS1

(a) What influenced Indigenous people to live in the Dawson area?
(b) Why did people move to Dawson in 1897?
(c) What influences people to live in Dawson nowadays?

3. GS2 List at least four ways in which the natural environment has influenced the settlement of this area.
4. GS2 What factors have improved liveability in Dawson?
5. GS4 Activities in Dawson include volleyball, curling, film festivals, craft, dances, motorcycle riding, gold

panning, softball, writing workshops and outhouse races. Which of these would occur only in summer?
Which would occur only in winter? Which could occur all year?

15.9 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS5 Which months of the year would be most popular for tourists visiting Dawson City? Provide at least two

reasons to support your answer.
2. GS3 How do you think the climate would make school life in Dawson different from your life?
3. GS6 What do you think happened to the early buildings when the heating from houses warmed the soil and

melted the permafrost?
4. GS5 How have people tried to overcome the disadvantages of this location?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.10 A nomadic way of life
15.10.1 Traditional Tuareg way of life
Most people live in the one place, but from time to time they may move to a new location. There are about
30 million people in the world who live a nomadic lifestyle. Nomads do not wander aimlessly. From time to
time they pack up all their possessions and move, often returning to a place at some point in the future.

 The Tuareg people (pronounced twah-reg) lead a nomadic way of life mainly in the Sahara Desert. A
number of related families live in groups of 30 to 100. These groups usually move to a new site every two
or three weeks, because the environment provides very little water and food.
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FIGURE 1 Tuareg areas

Source: Spatial Vision
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15.10.2 A harsh environment
Timbuktu is a town in Mali (see FIGURE 1) that has long been famous as a trading town. Here, goods such as
salt were brought from the north across the Sahara, and goods such as gold came from the south.

Daytime temperatures are high and night-time temperatures can be cold. Rainfall is very low and
unreliable. There can be long periods without rain and there can be sudden heavy downpours. Strong
winds sometimes cause sandstorms that turn the sky yellow or orange, reduce visibility and cover
everything with sand.

TABLE 1 Average temperature and rainfall, Timbuktu

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Average max. temp. (°C) 31 35 38 41 43 42 38 35 38 40 37 31

Average min. temp. (°C) 13 16 18 22 26 27 25 24 24 23 18 14

Average rainfall (mm) 0.5 0.5 0.5 1 4 20 54 93 31 3 0.5 0.5

Source: http://www.timbuktu.climatemps.com/temperatures.php
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The climate means there is little vegetation and very little water in Timbuktu. Significant plant growth is
only found at oases. This means that families have difficulty finding wood for cooking fires or vegetation
for their animals. When firewood is unavailable, dried camel dung is used as fuel. When food for the
animals is exhausted, the group must move to a new location. They move across the desert, traditionally
finding their way by the stars, the moon and the landscape.

15.10.3 Nomadic herding
Animals have always been the most important possessions of the Tuareg people, and the need for grass and
water for the animals is why the Tuareg people move from place to place.

FIGURE 2 Tuareg camels and goats

15.10.4 Household possessions

FIGURE 3 A Tuareg man making tea outside his family tent
in Mali

A nomadic way of life means that Tuareg
families do not have many possessions, and
the few they have must be light and portable.

For example, their housing is usually in
the form of tents that have a simple structure.
These provide shelter from heat in the
daytime and from cold at night-time. Tuareg
tents used to be made of skin and woven
cloth but now they are often made of nylon.
They are always placed so that the doorway
is facing the non-wind side.

The main furnishings in their tents are
rugs to cover the ground and to provide a
sleeping mat. Sometimes a bed is constructed
from palm slats resting on thin logs. Other
furniture includes cushions and drawers or
chests. A tent and other belongings can be
packed up within a few hours.
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For cooking, the Tuareg people use an open fire, sometimes with a hotplate. They use only a few utensils
such as pots, containers, plates and spoons. Eating utensils are also minimal, and sometimes food is eaten
by hand from a communal plate, as is customary across many different cultures around the world.

Tea is the most popular drink, and is the only food that includes sugar. A family will usually have a
teapot and small cups, and the making of tea is a ceremony. Tea is offered to visitors and becomes part of
business discussions.

15.10.5 Clothing
The Tuareg people always wear clothing that covers them from head to toe. The men, who spend more time
outside, wear a headscarf to cover their head, neck and much of their face. This is to prevent sunburn, stop
the lips from cracking, and slow down the drying out of the mouth. Men over 18 years of age traditionally
wear blue headscarves. Their long clothes also provide warmth during the coolest time just before sunrise.

15.10.6 Changes to way of life
In recent times, the Tuareg people have been forced to change their way of life for a number of reasons:
• Drought has reduced the amount of food available for the animals.
• Private ownership of land has reduced the areas in which the Tuareg can move.
• Political unrest has made some areas unsafe.
• Population growth has placed pressure on the available land.
An increasing number of Tuareg people are moving to the south and becoming semi-nomadic. This

means they are in one location for a large part of the year. They are building more permanent buildings,
such as adobe houses, and using some irrigation to help crops grow. Working for money is becoming more
common, and children are sometimes able to attend school. Healthcare, such as the provision of vitamins
to improve nutrition, is now reaching more people. Solar panels are being used in some areas to produce
power to charge mobile phones, run solar cooking ovens and provide lights in schools.

Some traditions remain. Nomadic herding is still valued as the most important activity, and tents are
still the main form of housing. Loose clothing is still popular, and the men are still well known for their
blue scarves.

Interactivity Tuareg treks (int-3094)

15.10 ACTIVITIES

1. Refer to an atlas and complete the following sentence about where the Tuareg people live.
(a) For most of the region where the Tuareg people live, the population per square kilometre is ___________.
(b) Annual rainfall is __________.
(c) Agriculture is _____________. 
(d) GDP is _________.
(e) Average January temperatures are ________.
(f) Average July temperatures are __________.
<skill to come>

2. Select another group of people who lead a nomadic way of life (such as the Awa, Penan, Orang Rimba or
Tibetan nomads). Your task is to gather information about your chosen group. To guide your research,
develop a key question for each of the following criteria: the environment, the people and the lifestyle.
Represent your findings in at least three formats (such as a graph, a map, a satellite image, a photo, text or a
diagram). Write three clear sentences to compare your group to the Tuareg people.
<skill to come>
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15.10 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.10 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS5 Refer to FIGURE 1.

(a) Name the five main countries through which the nomadic Tuareg people move.
(b) On which continent do the Tuareg people live?
(c) Do the Tuareg people live in the northern hemisphere or the southern hemisphere?

2. GS1 Where is Timbuktu located?
3. GS5 Refer to TABLE 1.

(a) What is the average yearly total rainfall in Timbuktu?
(b) What is the average maximum temperature in the coolest month?

4. GS2 Identify and explain three ways in which the environment has influenced the traditional way of life of the
nomadic Tuareg people.

5. GS2 Provide four reasons to explain why animals are highly valued by the Tuareg people. Suggest an item
that is highly valued in Australian culture.

15.10 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS6 The Tuareg people may be required to change their way of life in the future. What do you think will

happen to the Tuareg’s nomadic way of life in the future? Consider the influence of environmental factors
(related to the natural world), economic factors (related to businesses and work) and social factors (related
to people’s welfare, hopes and attitudes).

2. GS3 Compare a day in the life of a Tuareg nomad and yourself. Include:
(a) where and how you both live
(b) diet, clothing, housing type, possessions, settlement size, schooling, and travel.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.11 India, past and present
15.11.1 What is Old Delhi like? FIGURE 1 Even though mobile phones are found

everywhere in India, there is still room for a business
that offers you a telephone line when you need it.
The high buildings in Old Delhi mean that mobile
reception is not good in many locations within the
city walls.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

Old Delhi is an area within the modern city of New
Delhi in India. Old Delhi consists of the original
walled city that dates back to 1639. It was founded
by the Mughal emperor Shahjahan, and was known
then as Shahjahanabad. The local people pride
themselves on being a peaceful community in
which Muslims, Hindus and Christians have lived
together side by side for hundreds of years.

The British began developing the area now
known as New Delhi outside the city walls of Old
Delhi in about 1911. However, life has continued
within the walls of the 6.1-square-kilometre old
city, which still has its original 14 gates. This makes
it just a little smaller than Lake Burley Griffin in
Canberra, but with a population density of over
25 000 people per square kilometre!

Pdf_Folio:27

TOPIC 15 A world of people and places 27

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



“c15AWorldOfPeopleAndPlaces_print” — 2019/6/18 — 6:51 — page 28 — #28

FIGURE 2 Building a new
multi-storey building inside Old
Delhi

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

FIGURE 3 People of different religions have lived in Delhi for centuries. About 80 per cent of the inhabitants
of Old Delhi are Muslims, whereas in the whole of Delhi, about 80 per cent of the population are Hindu.
A number of mosques, temples and Christian churches are crammed into the old city, including (a) the
Jama Masjid (Delhi’s largest mosque); (b) small but important mosques such as Kalan Masjid, built around
1387; (c) the Holy Trinity Church.

(a)

(c)

(b)
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FIGURE 4 The bazaars in Old Delhi sell everything from food to bicycles.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

FIGURE 5 Old Delhi is a hub of small industries, from metalwork to craft shops and food preparation. Power
and telephone lines are draped from building to building.
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FIGURE 6 As with many other small shops in Old Delhi, the welder (a) works with old
homemade equipment. (b) The cobbler repairs shoes with a minimum of equipment, using
his feet as a vice. (c) The tailor uses an old sewing machine, operated by a foot pedal.

(a) (c)

(b)

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

FIGURE 7 The narrow
streets make rubbish
collection impossible,
even if local government
did offer it. The roofs of
lower buildings often
become rubbish dumps
for those on the higher
floors. In Delhi, nearly all
rubbish collection is
handled by private
contractors or by the
wastepickers.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

FIGURE 8 Getting ready for iftar, the communal
Ramadan festival after sunset. The place is full of a range of chaat (tangy
and spicy snacks). During Ramadan, communities start to cook a
fastbreaking meal in the afternoon so that it is ready for all to eat after
sunset. This often takes the form of a neighbourhood banquet,
celebrating friendships, family and community.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader
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FIGURE 9 Access to clean water is a major problem in Old Delhi. There
is no internal plumbing, although some households are able to obtain
water through a courtyard distributor system. In general, water supply
is communal in Old Delhi, just as it is in much of rural India and older
urban areas. Usually, only the middle class and wealthy can afford to have
running water. The courtyards of newer homes sometimes have a water
tank on the roof.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

FIGURE 10 Schools in Old
Delhi exist in small buildings
down side alleys. Some
schools teach in the English
language.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

FIGURE 11 With few jobs around, young people learn to be creative in
finding a way of making a living. They work in the informal sector. Young
boys might sell cool drinks, with cordial made with water from an urn.
This is then cooled by ice from a block, which is big enough to take all day
to melt.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader
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15.11.2 How is modern India changing?
The multiple realities of India
Modern India is a very complex place. Indians themselves often talk about the ‘multiple realities’ of India.
This means that there are many different pictures that visitors might see of life in India. Some of these may
contradict each other, yet all of them are true.

There is a great difference between modern India and traditional India. Modern India is in the top ten
national economies of the world. Since the 1990s, government policies have encouraged industrialisation,
which has given jobs to many people and money for them to spend. India has over 1.3 billion people, and
there is now an increasing number of middle-class citizens who are highly educated, earning high incomes,
and wanting the type of lifestyle that money can bring. In 2018, India had 104 billionaires (in US dollars),
and almost 5 per cent of the world’s billionaires.

However, the gap between rich and poor is increasing. Economic growth has decreased the number of
people living in poverty, but over 40 per cent of the population still lives in very basic conditions. Around
40 per cent of people still work in agriculture, and the rural poor are substantially worse off than other
Indians. Incomes for farm workers are well below average.

A large proportion of Modern India’s economic growth has been in the service sector, where people work
in jobs providing skills ranging from gardening and laundry to accountancy. For instance, many businesses
in North America, Europe and Australia have ‘outsourced’ their telecommunications and work to call
centres in India. This means that they hire people in India to do jobs that are more expensive to have done
locally. Many global companies now have bases in India.

FIGURE 12 In rural areas, many of the poor work in the informal sector. This snake charmer is one of
a dying profession, working mainly for tourists and in festivals and markets, despite the fact that it is
now illegal. The serpent is sacred in Hinduism, and snake charmers were once thought to have gifts of
healing.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader
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FIGURE 13 A long drought in the 2000s put great pressure on dwindling
water supplies in India, particularly in the countryside. However, urban
growth and few environmental controls on local industry have also led to
the pollution of small yet important lakes, like this one near Agra.

Source: © Niranjan Casinader

FIGURE 14 The contrast of modern India: (a) When modern buildings are constructed, bamboo poles are
still used as scaffolding. (b)–(d) The growing middle class has created a ‘westernised’ lifestyle for many
Indians, where people place great importance on always buying new goods and services. This can be seen
in the advertisements within large shopping centres. (e) There is still room for local customs, however: look
at what is on the sign hanging above the front of the McDonald’s store. Is this type of customer service
what you would find at your local McDonald’s store?

(a)

(b)

(c) (d)

(e)

Source: All © Niranjan Casinader
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FIGURE 15 Three methods of transport in modern India

(a)

(b)

(c)

Source: All © Niranjan Casinader

Weblinks Wordle

Delhi passport

Indian Premier League

Google Earth Old Delhi
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15.11 ACTIVITIES
1. Using the SHEEPT system of classification, construct a table like the one below to summarise the major

features of Old Delhi and of the lives of the people who live there.
<Add skill>

Social
features

Historical
features

Economic
features

Environmental
features

Political
features

Technological
features

Feature 1

Feature 2

2. Using the table that you have drawn up, identify five characteristics of Old Delhi that are very different from
the place in which you live, and five characteristics that are similar.
<Add skill>

3. Use the Delhi passport weblink in the Resources tab to research the history of Old Delhi as a place. Make a
list of the key events and dates since its formation, and study a map of Old Delhi as it was in the 1800s,
when it was known as Delhi.
<Add skill>

4. Use Google Earth to view an image of the space of Old Delhi in the present day. Using the Google Earth
options, create an image of Old Delhi showing the distribution of the major human features, such as
churches and mosques. Print out a copy of the map you have created.
<Add skill>

5. One of the areas where the growth of the wealthy class in India can be seen is in sport. Use the Indian
Premier League weblink in the Resources tab to research the structure of the Indian Premier League (IPL) in
cricket. Create a map showing where the different teams are based in India. Construct a table of the names
of the owners and how they created their fortunes. What conclusions can you draw about the IPL as a
symbol of modern India?
<Add skill>

15.11 EXERCISES
Geographical skills key: GS1 Remembering and understanding GS2 Describing and explaining GS3 Comparing and
contrasting GS4 Classifying, organising, constructing GS5 Examining, analysing, interpreting GS6 Evaluating, predicting,
proposing

15.11 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. GS1 Old Delhi consists of the original walled city that dates back to which year?
2. GS1 Which three religions have lived peacefully together for hundreds of years in Old Delhi?
3. GS1 Old Delhi has an area of _______ square kilometres and a population density  of over ________ people

per square kilometre.
4. GS1 What does the phrase ‘the multiple realities of India’ mean?
5. GS1 What is the population of India?
6. GS1 Complete the following sentence:

The number of people in poverty is decreasing, but over _____ per cent of the population still lives in very
basic conditions, and ______ per cent still work in agriculture.

15.11 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. GS4 Classify each of the following features of Old Delhi as social, historical, economic, environmental,

political or technological.
(a) More people, rather than machines, doing jobs.
(b) Emphasis on wasting nothing in production.
(c) Mosques and churches are important.
(d) No motorised transport is used, except for the occasional motorbike.
(e) Most of the buildings are old.

2. GS6 Identify the main feature in the environment of Old Delhi that you believe to be the major problem facing
its future. Justify your decision, using information from this subtopic and further information from internet
searches and library resources. 

Pdf_Folio:35

TOPIC 15 A world of people and places 35

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



“c15AWorldOfPeopleAndPlaces_print” — 2019/6/18 — 6:51 — page 36 — #36

3. GS3 Compare the living conditions of Old Delhi with those that can be seen in the places illustrated in other
subtopics. What similarities and differences do you notice?

4. GS3 Compare life in Old Delhi with life in India today.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

15.12 Thinking Big research project: <title to
come>
SCENARIO
<content to come>

Select your learnON format to access:
• the full project scenario
• details of the project task
• resources to guide your project work
• an assessment rubric.

projectsPLUS Thinking Big research project: <project title to come> (pro-xxxx)

15.13 Review

15.13.1 Key knowledge summary
Use this dot point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

15.13.2 Reflection
Reflect on your learning using the activities and resources provided.

Interactivity A world of people and places crossword (int-xxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS
country the place where an Indigenous Australian comes from and where their ancestors lived; it includes the

living environment and the landscape
demographic describes statistical characteristics of a population
extensive land use: land use in which farms are huge, with few workers and not many cows or sheep per hectare
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incentive something that encourages a person to do something
informal sector jobs that are not officially recognised by the government as official occupations and that are not

counted in government statistics
infrastructure basic structural works needed for the operation of a modern community, such as roads, drains,

bridges and the electrical supply; the facilities, services and installations needed for a society to function, such
as transportation and communication systems, water and power lines

natural resources resources (such as landforms, minerals and vegetation) that are provided by nature rather than
people

permafrost permanently frozen ground not far below the surface of the soil
pull factors positive aspects of a place; reasons that attract people to come and live in a place
push factors reasons that encourage people to leave a place and go somewhere else
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