
18.8 Review
18.8.1 Key knowledge summary
18.2 How a court works• Every individual has the right to access justice in Australia. Our legal system exists to make sure that

any person accused of a crime receives a fair trial.• The accused is presumed to be innocent by a court until the prosecution proves that he or she is guilty.• Both the prosecution and defence will have the opportunity to present evidence and question witnesses
before a judge who is competent, independent and unbiased.• Everyone has the right to be represented by a lawyer in court, regardless of whether or not they can
afford it or even understand the law.

18.3 The presumption of innocence• Presumption of innocence means that any accused person who appears before a court is presumed to
be innocent until the prosecution proves that they are guilty beyond reasonable doubt.

18.4 A fair trial• A fair trial occurs when evidence is examined at a committal hearing before proceeding to a trial, when
both sides present their case, when the judge is independent, and when strict procedures and rules of
evidence are followed.• Ordinary citizens can play a part in a fair trial in their roles as witnesses (providing evidence to the
court) and jurors (making decisions about the guilt of the accused based on the law and the evidence
presented to the court).

18.5 Access to justice and legal representation• Legal aid can be provided to people involved in a dispute or criminal matter who would otherwise be
unable to afford legal representation or access to the law.• People can be made aware of the law through education, information and the media.

Interactivity The legal system and you crossword (int-5314)

Worksheet 18.x Reflection (doc-xxxx)

18.x Crossword (doc-xxxx)

18.8.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

18.8 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Pdf_Folio:19

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 7 Victorian Curriculum Second Edition, Topic 18

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS



KEY TERMS
bail the promise that an accused person makes to appear in court at a later date
beyond reasonable doubt the standard of proof required in a criminal trial where the prosecution must prove

that the accused is guilty to such a high degree that a reasonable person would have little doubt that the
accused committed the crime

burden of proof the legal principle describing who has to prove a case in court. In a criminal trial, this burden is
on the prosecution.

committal hearing in very serious cases, the procedure held in a lower court to determine if there is enough
evidence for the case to move to a higher court

counsel for the defence a lawyer who represents the accused person
judge a court official who hears cases in the higher courts, such as the District or County Court, or the Supreme

Court
jurors a group of people (the jury) who are selected to hear and assess the evidence in a court case
jury a group of ordinary people randomly selected to hear and assess the evidence in a court case
justice the use of laws to treat people fairly and in a way that is morally right
legal aid the provision of legal assistance to those involved in a dispute or criminal matter who are unable to pay

for legal representation
legal representation services performed by a qualified legal practitioner, such as a lawyer, who deals with legal

matters on behalf of the person who has hired the practitioner
legal system a system for interpreting and enforcing the laws of a country
magistrate a court official who hears cases in a magistrates court
magistrates men elected by the citizens to run Rome for a year
presumption of innocence the principle that all accused people who appear before a court are presumed to be

innocent until the prosecution proves that they are guilty
rule of law the legal principle that all citizens are subject to the law, and equal before the law, as it is upheld by

independent courts
trial the court process to determine whether someone committed a criminal act
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