
19.5 SkillBuilder: Developing argument paragraphs
19.5.1 Tell me
What is an argument paragraph?
Many times in your academic career at school and beyond, you will be asked to write essays. An effective
essay has several characteristics. It clearly explains the background of an issue, contains evidence and
examples of the issue and, perhaps most importantly, it discusses the positives and negatives of an issue.
This latter characteristic is best demonstrated through argument paragraphs.

An argument paragraph is a section of an essay that presents a point of view. Beginning with a topic
sentence, the paragraph will then explain the point of view and support it with evidence. Finally, a linking
sentence will draw the reader’s attention back to the key questions being discussed. In this way, an
argument paragraph follows the TEEL structure:
Topic sentence — describes what the argument paragraph addresses
Explanation — explains your main argument in detail
Evidence — supports your argument with at least one piece of evidence
Linking sentence — links the paragraph back to the main question

19.5.2 Show me
Imagine that, after completing this topic, your
teacher asks you to write an essay focusing on
the following statement: ‘That the Aboriginal
flag should be the only national flag of Australia’.
The paragraph below is an example of the kind of
paragraph that you would find in this essay. The
paragraph was written using the TEEL structure.
The different parts of the paragraph can been colour
coded to make it easier to see TEEL in action
(Topic, Explanation, Evidence, Link).

National flags are the simplest and most
powerful representations of a country and its
people. They commonly contain symbols of
culture, values and history. As Indigenous Australians are the true owners of this land, it should
be their culture, their values and their history which are represented in Australia’s national flag.
The background of the Aboriginal flag is divided horizontally into a black half and a red half.
The black section represents the Indigenous people of Australia and the red section represents the
Indigenous Australian connection to the land. The middle of the flag is a yellow disc which represents
the provider of life, the sun. The Aboriginal flag reflects much about the Aboriginal people, and thus
Australia itself. For this reason, the Aboriginal flag should be the only national flag used in Australia.

19.5.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

19.5 ACTIVITIES
Use the information and tips in this SkillBuilder to practise writing your own argument paragraphs. Be sure to use
the TEEL structure as it will help you logically organise your thoughts and arguments.
Here are some essay topics which you can use to form the basis of your argument topics. You will need to do

some research before writing your practice paragraphs.
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1. Australian identity: no such thing exists.
2. It is not important for a country to have a national identity.
3. The Aboriginal flag should be the only official flag of Australia.
4. Religion and government should remain separated.
5. It is impossible for people from different backgrounds to share common values.
6. New migrants should abandon their traditions and customs and adopt an Australian way of life.
7. New migrants should not be allowed to speak their native language after they arrive in Australia.
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