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5 The Ottoman Empire
(c.1299–1683)

5.1 Overview

Trade, military strength and a love of learning. What influenced the rise and fall of the Ottoman Empire?

5.1.1 Links with our times
Every year, thousands of Australians travel to Gallipoli to commemorate the landing of the Anzac troops
in 1915 during World War I. While visiting Gallipoli, many travel around Turkey. When they do this, they
are travelling through the lands of what was one of the world’s great empires — the Ottoman Empire. This
empire began in the thirteenth century, and it was against the Ottoman Empire that Australian troops fought
at Gallipoli.

The Ottoman Empire lasted for over 600 years and had a huge impact on the modern world.
In this topic you will learn about the Ottoman Empire and its dominant religion, Islam. This empire

played an important role in shaping history and left a significant legacy.

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic

Video eLesson The Ottoman Empire (c. 1299–1683) (eles-1825)

LEARNING SEQUENCE
5.1 Overview
5.2 Examining the evidence
5.3 Origins of the Empire
5.4 The golden age of Islam
5.5 The beginnings of the Ottoman Empire
5.6 The Black Death and the Ottoman Empire
5.7 The fall of Constantinople
5.8 Suleiman the Magnificent
5.9 Life in the Ottoman Empire
5.10 Ottoman art, architecture and literature

5.11 SkillBuilder: Evaluating Ottoman Empire sources

5.12 Thinking Big research project: Ottoman Empire documentary

5.13 Review

To access a pre-test and starter questions and receive immediate, corrective feedback and sample responses
to every question, select your learnON format at www.jacplus.com.au.
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A timeline of the Ottoman Empire
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Birth of Mohammed

632

Death of Mohammed

711

Islamic forces conquer Spain.

717

Advancing Islamic forces defeated at Constantinople

732

Islamic forces defeat France at the Battle of Tours.

1402

The Ottomans are defeated by the Mongols.

1452–53

Sultan Mehmet II of the Ottoman Empire captures

Constantinople.

1683

Ottoman forces again defeated in Vienna. This is seen by

many as the beginning of the decline of the Ottoman

Empire.

610

Mohammed experiences visions and begins Qur’an

(sacred text of Islam).

7th century

Expansion of Islam across the Middle East and Africa

8th century

Early Islamic Empire at its peak; beginning of the ‘golden

age of Islam’

1298

Osman I founds the Ottoman Empire.

1459

Construction of the Topkapi Palace begins.

1529

Advancing Ottoman forces defeated at Vienna

CE

CE
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5.2 Examining the evidence
5.2.1 How do we know about the Ottoman Empire?
The Ottoman Empire existed until the twentieth century and so there are many surviving sources that tell
us about the origins and lives of the Ottomans. These include written sources, artwork, oral traditions
and archaeological discoveries. In this subtopic, we will concentrate on one particular aspect — Ottoman
architecture. By examining the buildings made by the Ottomans, we can learn a lot about their lifestyle,
culture and technology. In particular, this subtopic will focus on the Topkapi Palace. This palace was built
by Sultan Mehmet II in the fifteenth century to celebrate his conquest of Constantinople.

Construction of the palace began in 1459. Various sultans added to the layout, and many renovations have
seen the palace change over the years. The palace had two main roles: it acted as the centre of government,
and was the residence of the sultan and his family.

By looking at some of the features of the palace, we can learn a lot about the Ottomans.
• The Sultan’s Hall, as shown in SOURCE 1, where the sultan sat on his throne is evidence of the power of

the sultan.
• The sultan provided generously for his family. He had a special courtyard and buildings of over 400

rooms constructed for his harem, as shown in SOURCE 2. As well as his wives, the sultan’s mother,
concubines, children and servants lived here. Entry without special permission was forbidden.

• The Tower of Justice, as shown in SOURCE 3, is the tallest structure in the palace and symbolises the
sultan’s fight against injustice. It was designed to be seen by all the residents of Constantinople.

• The gate into the second courtyard of the palace, known as the Middle Gate or Gate of Salutation, as
shown in SOURCE 4, bears the inscription, ‘There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet’.
This is one of the most important concepts in the Islamic religion.

So much can be learned from examining and studying buildings. This topic will look at other buildings,
as well as a great variety of other sources, to help inform us about the Ottomans.

SOURCE 1 The Sultan’s Hall in the Topkapi Palace

TOPIC 5 The Ottoman Empire (c.1299–1683) 3
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SOURCE 2 Inside one of the highly decorated rooms in the harem’s courtyard

SOURCE 3 The Tower of Justice SOURCE 4 The Gate of Salutation

DID YOU KNOW?
Even the sultan’s eunuchs had their own courtyard. But beside these rooms is a less pleasant room where boys
and young men were castrated to become eunuchs.

4 Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Victorian Curriculum Third Edition
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5.2 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical
sources as evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining
historical significance

5.2 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS2 For how long did the Ottoman Empire exist?
2. HS1 What were the two main roles of the Topkapi Palace?
3. HS1 What does the Tower of Justice in Constantinople symbolise?
4. HS1 What is inscribed on the Sultan’s Hall in the Topkapi Palace?
5. HS1 Define the following terms:

(a) Sultan (b) Concubine (c) Eunuch (d) Harem

5.2 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 SOURCE 1 shows the sultan’s throne room. Identify the features of the room that might demonstrate the

power of the sultan.
2. HS3 Examine SOURCE 2. The tiling and architecture is very ornate and would have been expensive to

construct. What conclusions can be drawn about the wealth of the sultans and the status of the harem?
3. HS3 Examine SOURCE 3. Why do you think the sultan may have chosen a tower to be a symbol of justice,

instead of another traditional symbol such as scales or a sword?
4. HS3 SOURCE 4 bears an inscription that clearly demonstrates a link to Islam. If the sultan ordered this

inscription to be placed in such a prominent place, what does this say about the importance of Islam in the
Ottoman Empire?

5. HS3 How can historians use art and architecture to learn about the interactions one civilisation may have
had with its neighbours?

6. HS6 What significance do buildings and artefacts from the Ottoman Empire have for historians?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

5.3 Origins of the Empire
5.3.1 Mohammed, the prophet
Before we can learn about the achievements and influence of the Ottoman Empire, we first need to
understand how this incredible civilisation came to be. In many ways, the rise of the Ottoman Empire can
be linked directly to the increase in popularity of its main religion, Islam. In turn, the beginning of Islam
can be traced to one man — Mohammed. He founded the religion and is believed by Muslims to be the
prophet who communicates the will of God to all people.

Mohammed was born about 570 CE in the town of Mecca. As a young man, Mohammed worked for a
widow named Khadija. Mohammed was placed in charge of a camel caravan carrying goods from Mecca
to Damascus. Khadija was so impressed by Mohammed that, despite being 15 years older than him, she
proposed to him when he was 25.

DID YOU KNOW?
The name Mohammed, when taking into account the 14 varieties of its spelling, is believed to be the most
common name in the world.

During this time, trade in Arabia was changing. Rather than trading in just basic necessities, merchants
traded in luxury goods such as incense, spices and silks. A few people became very rich through this trade.
However, they tended to neglect traditional family responsibilities.

Through their involvement in trade, the Arabians came into frequent contact with Christians and Jews.
Mohammed saw the contrast between the practices of these religions, particularly their belief in one god
(monotheism), and the practices in Mecca, where people worshipped many gods (polytheism) and made
sacrifices to idols.

TOPIC 5 The Ottoman Empire (c.1299–1683) 5
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SOURCE 1 A map of the world of Islam in 750 CE
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SOURCE 2 A sixteenth-century
illustration of the Prophet Mohammed
splitting the moon; the crescent moon
is a symbol of Islam. It is claimed he
performed this miracle to prove he
was the true Prophet of God. Note
that Mohammed’s face is covered, as
Islamic teachings prevent any images
of his face being shown.

As husband to a wealthy wife, and having completed
extensive travel, Mohammed had much time for meditation and
for 15 years he contemplated what he saw. It was during this
time that Muslims believe Mohammed received revelations from
God. Once collected in written form, these revelations become
known as the Qur’an (or Koran), the Islamic sacred text.

Mohammed began to preach to the people of Mecca. Instead
of worshipping many idols, he asked them to worship the ‘one
true God’, known in Arabic as Allah. Islam means ‘submission’
to the will of Allah. Although the message was originally
conveyed to the Arabic people, it was a universal message and
Mohammed became a prophet of all mankind.

5.3.2 Mohammed in exile
Many people in Mecca came to accept Mohammed’s
teachings, and a community of Muslims (sometimes also
called Mohammedans) developed. However, other groups felt
threatened by these teachings. Rich merchants were worried
about the impact of this new religion on their power and
influence. Followers of other religions were also concerned
about the future of their faiths.

For some time, Mohammed was able to resist the opposition
of these critics, but after the death of his uncle and then his wife,
Khadija, Mohammed decided to move north to Medina in 622
BCE. This migration, or Hjira, marks the beginning of

6 Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Victorian Curriculum Third Edition
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the Muslim calendar. Mohammed eventually returned to Mecca in 630 and set about turning the city into
the religious centre of Islam. However, only two years later, Mohammed died.

SOURCE 3 A Muslim man reads the Qur’an in the al-Aqsa Mosque, Jerusalem.

SOURCE 4 A modern view of the Quba Mosque, Medina. It is believed that, while in exile,
Mohammed laid the first stones of the religious centre.

TOPIC 5 The Ottoman Empire (c.1299–1683) 7
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5.3.3 The spread of Islam

SOURCE 5 Some important events in the spread
of Islam

Year (CE) Event

632 Arabia conquered

635 Syria and Palestine conquered

637 Persia (Iran) and western India conquered

638 Jerusalem conquered

639 Egypt conquered

680 North Africa conquered

711 Spain conquered

717 Defeat at Constantinople

732 Defeat in France

A large range of religious, military, economic,
political and social factors contributed to the
expansion of Islam.
• Islam was warmly welcomed

across Africa as the Arabs were seen to
be more like the Africans than previous rulers.

• The two powers most able to resist the spread
of Islam, the Byzantine and Persian empires,
had both been weakened by centuries of
warfare.

• Muslim missionaries were very persuasive
and successful in converting people and rulers.
The newly conquered peoples were impressed
by the zeal of the Muslims, who believed
they were inspired by the will of Allah.

• Muslim traders established strong relationships
with their neighbours, spreading the word
of Allah.

• The leader of the Muslim world, the caliph, was both a spiritual and political leader. This increased his
prestige and authority and made him very difficult to challenge. Many of the early caliphs were very
capable rulers.

• Using camels as cavalry meant that Muslim forces could travel long distances through difficult terrain,
often allowing them to attack with little or no warning.

SOURCE 6 A map showing the spread of Islam by 750 CE. The Byzantine Empire was an Orthodox Christian empire.
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• The word Islam means to ‘submit’. By submitting to
Allah, the Arabic people became a more
disciplined and inspired group of people. This showed
in their lives and military victories.

• Conquered people were allowed to keep their religion
and were usually only required to pay extra tax. This kept
local populations content and so resources were not
needed to control societies and maintain law and order.

Divisions emerge

SOURCE 7 The Great Mosque in
Damascus, built by Caliph al-Walid in
706 CE

Divisions between followers of Islam began to emerge as
the popularity of the religion grew. One key division, which
still exists today, was between the Sunnis and the Shi’ites.
The first four caliphs were direct relatives of Mohammed.
However, after the assassination of Caliph Ali in 661 CE,
different ways of thinking began to emerge. The Sunnis
believed that the caliph could be chosen and any heirs of the
first four caliphs could rightly be called the caliph. However,
the other major denomination, the Shi’ites, believed only

blood relatives and descendants of Mohammed could be
called the caliph. Despite these differences, both groups still

closely followed the Qur’an.

Deepen and check your understanding of this topic with related case studies and auto-marked questions.
• 5.3 Origins of the Empire > Spread of Islam

5.3 ACTIVITY
The division between Sunni and Shi’ite still remains today. Research and identify the modern countries that follow each branch
of the religion. Identifying continuity and change

5.3 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical
sources as evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining
historical significance

5.3 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 Where was Mohammed born?
2. HS1 Explain how Mohammed first came into contact with Jews and Christians.
3. HS1 What event in Mohammed’s life formed the basis of the Qur’an?
4. HS1 Explain the difference between monotheism and polytheism.
5. HS1 Explain why the rise of Islam threatened other groups in the area.
6. HS1 What event marks the beginning of the Muslim calendar?
7. HS5 Summarise the factors that led to the swift expansion of Islam. Once you have done this, classify each

factor as either a religious, military, economic, political or social factor. (Note: Some factors could be seen as
fitting multiple categories.)

8. HS1 Outline the main difference between the beliefs of the Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims in regards to the
caliph.

9. HS1 Explain the role of a missionary.

TOPIC 5 The Ottoman Empire (c.1299–1683) 9
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5.3 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 Study the map in SOURCE 1. Identify the major powers in the Mediterranean region in c. 750 CE.
2. HS3 What evidence in SOURCE 1 suggests that Muslims were in a good position to trade with Asia and to

bring together ideas from the East and the West?
3. HS3 Examine SOURCE 4. Describe the layout of the mosque as shown in the photograph. What do you

think the open area in the centre of the mosque is used for?
4. HS3 Using information from SOURCES 1 and 6, describe the speed and extent of the spread of Islam during

the seventh and eighth centuries. Include a description of how you believe Islam moved from one country
to another as it spread through the Middle East, Africa and Europe.

5. HS3 Use the scale on the map in SOURCE 6 to calculate the extent of Islam by 750 BCE. Provide the
eastern, western and northern boundaries.

6. HS3 Compare the representations of people in the sources in this subtopic.
(a) Describe any similarities.
(b) Describe any differences.
(c) Are these sources reliable representations of this period of history? Explain your response.

7. HS3 Make a list of the sources in this topic. Create a table that indicates whether these are primary or
secondary sources.

8. HS4 Identify and explain the divisions between Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims.
9. HS5 How did Mohammed’s life as a merchant trader influence his understanding of religion?

10. HS6 Evaluate the importance of trade in the rise of the Islamic Empire.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

5.4 The golden age of Islam
5.4.1 The quest for knowledge
From its beginning, the Islamic Empire turned its mind and creative energies toward the study of the world
in which we live. Developments in the arts, philosophy, science, medicine and mathematics led many to
refer to this time as the golden age of Islam. Islam drew on the knowledge of the Greeks and Romans in the
west and from India and China in the east to make important contributions to human knowledge.

Education
One of the main reasons for the achievements of the Islamic people was their love of learning and their
focus on education.

The Islamic world built many universities where law, languages, mathematics, science and medicine were
studied. Great works of literature were written, such as the One Thousand and One Nights (see SOURCE 2),
which includes the famous stories of Ali Baba and Sinbad the Sailor.

Perhaps the highest point of Islamic learning came in 832 CE when the House of Wisdom (Bayt al-
Hikma in Arabic) was established in Baghdad as a collection of world knowledge. It was one of the great
libraries of history but was destroyed by Mongol invaders in 1256.

SOURCE 1 Some sayings of the Prophet Mohammed that encouraged learning

He who pursues the road of knowledge Allah will direct to the road of Paradise . . . The brightness of a learned
man compared to that of a mere worshiper is like that of a full moon compared to all the stars . . . Obtain
knowledge; its possessor can distinguish right from wrong; it shows the way to Heaven; it befriends us in
the desert and in solitude, and when we are friendless; it is our guide to happiness; it gives us strength in
misery; it is an ornament to friends, protection against enemies . . . The scholar’s ink is holier than the martyr’s
blood . . . Seeking knowledge is required of every Muslim . . .

10 Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Victorian Curriculum Third Edition
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SOURCE 2 ‘Open sesame’ was the
password used by the forty thieves to store
their plunder in One Thousand and One
Nights.

SOURCE 3 A thirteenth-century illustration showing a teacher
instructing students in the House of Wisdom. Note the stacks
of books in the background.

Medicine

SOURCE 4 Al-Khwarizmi, depicted in this nineteenth-century
woodcut, was a famous Islamic mathematician and astronomer.

Islamic scholars studied the works of
the Greeks and Romans as the basis for
their medical knowledge. Some of the
main medical texts that were used until
recently were written by Muslims during
this time. Al-Rhazi was one of the great
Islamic doctors. He lived from 865 to
925. He studied medicine at Baghdad
University and was later put in charge of
the hospital in Baghdad. Al-Rhazi wrote
over 100 books on medicine including
the medical encyclopaedia, al-Hawi. In
it, he recorded the opinions of Greek,
Syrian, Hindu and Persian writers on
how to treat various conditions. He
then added his opinions. This shows
that he and other Islamic doctors
had open minds about medicine —
something that was not reflected by some
other cultures of the time.

TOPIC 5 The Ottoman Empire (c.1299–1683) 11
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Astronomy and geography

SOURCE 5 A table of various number systems

Roman Arabic Western

٠ 0

I ١ 1

II ٢ 2

III ٣ 3

IV ٤ 4

V ٥ 5

VI ٦ 6

VII ٧ 7

VIII ٨ 8

IX ٩ 9

X ١٠ 10

XI ١١ 11

XII ١٢ 12

XV ١٥ 15

XX ٢٠ 20

L ٥٠ 50

C ١٠٠ 100

Inspired by earlier works, Arabic scientists
were fascinated by the stars and the planets.
In 771 the caliph of Baghdad built an
observatory to study the stars. By learning
more about the stars, Islamic scientists
could develop charts that helped their sailors
navigate and enabled their traders to travel
more quickly by sea.

Mathematics
The development of the Arabic numeral
system (see SOURCE 5) enabled Islamic
mathematicians to make more complex
mathematical discoveries.

Great advances were made in the use
of algebra and trigonometry. One of the
most famous was Mohammed ibn Musa
al-Khwarizmi (c. 780–850 CE). He wrote
a famous text on algebra and geometry;
as well as advancing mathematics, these
writings were important to developments
in navigation and sea travel.

DID YOU KNOW?
The mathematical term algebra comes from the Arabic word al-jabr (try saying it out loud), meaning ‘restoration’.
Algebra was widely used by Muslim mathematicians.

5.4 ACTIVITY
Based on the information in this subtopic, create a timeline showing the development of the golden age of Islam.
Include the events from the lives of some of the famous Islamic scholars. Sequencing chronology

5.4 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical
sources as evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining
historical significance

5.4 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 Why was the term ‘the golden age of Islam’ used for this period?
2. HS2 In which years was the House of Wisdom established and destroyed?
3. HS1 Islamic scholars studied the works of which two societies as the basis for their medical knowledge?
4. HS1 What was built in 771 by the caliph of Baghdad?
5. HS6 What was significant about the development of the Arabic numerical system?

5.4 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 Examine SOURCE 1. Which of these sayings do you believe gives the best reason for why you should

study and learn?
2. HS3 Explain the scene depicted in SOURCE 3.

(a) Identify the people in this painting

12 Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Victorian Curriculum Third Edition
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(b) What does the evidence suggest is occurring in this scene?
3. HS3 Examine SOURCE 4. From the evidence presented, what conclusions can be drawn about Islamic

interest in astronomy?
4. HS4 Outline two advances in medical knowledge made by Islamic doctors during this time.
5. HS5 List four civilisations that influenced Islamic science.
6. HS6 Evaluate the following statement: ‘The House of Wisdom was the most significant academic legacy of

the Ottoman Empire.’

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

5.5 The beginnings of the Ottoman Empire
5.5.1 The battle for power in the Middle East
About 1200 CE, the Middle East was made up of a series of states competing for dominance. The major
powers of Persia and Byzantium were being affected by a variety of new forces. To understand the success
of the Ottomans in dominating this area, it is important to look at both of these older powers, as well as
some of the forces that helped to destabilise the region.

In the fourth century, the Roman Empire was divided in half and Constantinople became the capital of
the Eastern Empire. This empire was known as the Byzantine Empire (from Byzantium, the old name for
Constantinople). Based in modern-day Iran, the Persian Empire had existed in various forms for over a
thousand years. A series of wars between these two empires significantly weakened both of their armies
and left them vulnerable to outside forces.

SOURCE 1 A map of major trade routes in the Middle East about 1200 CE
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The situation in the region was changing, driven by a number of factors. The spread of Islam and its
impact on the Middle East has already been examined. Other factors included the:
• Venetians. Venice is an island city in the north-east of Italy. A flourishing trade was developing

between China and India in the east and western Europe. Due to the city’s importance in this route,
Venice found itself under constant threat of foreign invasion.

• Crusaders. The Crusades were a series of wars by European Christians who wanted to reclaim holy
lands taken by the Islamic Empire. Pope Urban II called for support by citing violent acts committed
by some Muslim groups. Soldiers in France and Germany responded to Pope Urban’s call and left to
help defend Constantinople and reclaim other territories. As well as fighting to take the Holy Land
from the Muslims, the Crusaders took the opportunity to attack Jews and Orthodox Christians.

DISCUSS
As a class, discuss the impact of the Crusades on the Ottoman Empire. You may need to undertake some
additional research to help with the discussion. [Critical and Creative Thinking Capability]

5.5.2 Establishment of the empire
The Ottoman Empire was founded by the Seljuk Turk Osman I, who ruled from 1298 to 1326. The word
Ottoman was based on a European form of his name. Osman captured Bursa from Byzantine rule in 1326
and made it his capital. The following three factors help to explain how the Ottoman Empire spread its
influence.

Involvement in trade
The Ottomans were in a position to take part in the major trading routes: between Europe and China by the
Silk Road; from India by land and sea; and from Africa along the pilgrimage routes to Mecca, as shown in
SOURCE 1. Profits from trade brought the money to wage wars, but trade also brought ideas and technology,
such as the use of the cannon.

Adoption of Sunni Islam
The Ottomans, like their neighbours to the east and the south, followed Islam. The Ottomans were
Sunni, a branch of the religion that was generally more tolerant to Christians and Jews than other Islamic
denominations.

A military tradition
The Ottomans already had a strong military tradition that they had developed as soldiers for Persia.
They set up their own state and were initially able to defend themselves against the Mongols from
the east.

Under Osman’s successor Orhan (1326–1362), the Ottomans began taking possession of all the Christian
states on the eastern side of the Black Sea. They could not move further into Europe while the Dardanelles
were in Christian hands, as this controlled access to the Black Sea. Orhan’s son, Suleyman Pasha (not to
be confused with Suleiman the Magnificent), laid siege to Gallipoli. When an earthquake on the night of
1–2 March 1354 destroyed the walls of the Gallipoli fortress, Suleiman immediately occupied the fort and
conquered the region.

The Ottomans captured the Byzantine city of Edirne, which became their new capital, in 1365. From here
the Ottomans advanced into Europe by conquering the Balkan empires of Serbia and Kosovo.
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SOURCE 2 A map of the Ottoman Empire in 1400, showing some of the major battles
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Deepen and check your understanding of this topic with related case studies and auto-marked questions.
• 5.5 The beginnings of the Ottoman Empire > Ottoman Empire

5.5 ACTIVITY
Research one of the battles mentioned in this subtopic and answer the following questions.
a. Who was the battle between?
b. Why was the battle fought?
c. What tactics were used in the battle?
d. Why was the victorious side able to win?
e. What was the significance of this battle? Determining historical significance

5.5 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical
sources as evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining
historical significance

5.5 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 Which were the two major powers in the Middle East during the Early Middle Ages?
2. HS1 What was the capital of the Byzantine (Eastern Roman) Empire?
3. HS1 Who was the founder of the Ottoman Empire?
4. HS5 What three factors helped the early Ottoman Empire spread its influence over the region?
5. HS1 There are three Ottoman rulers mentioned in this subtopic. List these rulers and describe at least one of

their respective accomplishments.

5.5 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 Examine SOURCE 1.

(a) Which city connects Europe and Asia?
(b) Which cities would you have to pass through on a journey from Buda to China or India?
(c) Explain the part that trade played in Bursa, Edirne and Constantinople becoming major cities.

2. HS3 Using SOURCE 2, name the two earliest Ottoman capitals and the date each city became the capital.

TOPIC 5 The Ottoman Empire (c.1299–1683) 15
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3. HS2 Place the following dates on a timeline and match them with an event examined in this subtopic: 1298,
1326, 1354, 1389, 1393.

4. HS3 Examine the maps shown in SOURCES 1 and 2. Describe the connection between trade routes and the
major battles discussed in this topic.

5. HS3 A key historical source from the Ottoman Empire is the architecture of the time. What other historical
sources could be used to measure the influence of Ottoman culture on the surrounding area?

6. HS5 As the influence of the Ottoman Empire continued to grow, what happened to the other major powers
in this region?

7. HS5 Which other empires came to an end as the result of the expansion of Ottoman rule?
8. HS5 Several factors that assisted the spread of the Ottoman Empire are listed in this subtopic. Identify these

factors and rank in terms of significance. Remember to justify and explain your rankings.
9. HS6 Ankara was made the capital of the Ottoman Empire in 1402. Why do you believe this location was

chosen as a suitable capital?

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

5.6 The Black Death and the Ottoman Empire
5.6.1 The growth of trade
As the Ottoman Empire grew, interactions between the people of Europe, North Africa and Asia became
more regular. However, traders along the Silk Road did not know they were carrying more than their exotic
cargos. Wherever people traded, black rats and their disease-carrying fleas followed. This disease, the
Black Death, had previously been confined to an area in Central Asia. Soon it would spread to populations
that had no immunity to its ravages. Soon it would inflict pain and devastation upon most of the known
world. While the Black Death indeed affected the Ottoman Empire, not all of the impacts were necessarily
negative.

As we have learned, the early medieval era was a period in which many nomadic groups moved through
Europe and Asia, invading new land. Through the Middle Ages, most of these nomadic groups gradually
settled in the lands they had conquered, establishing permanent villages and towns as the centres of
agricultural activity. Warriors such as the Franks, Magyars and Goths became farmers, while seafaring
raiders such as the Vikings and Danes came to use their ships for peaceful trade. By the fourteenth century,
most of Europe, southern and eastern Asia and much of northern Africa was subject to permanent human
settlement. Only in the northern and central regions of Asia and in sub-Saharan Africa was the nomadic
lifestyle still prevalent.

Settled civilisations in Europe, and Asian empires such as those in India and China, were quick to realise
the benefits of peaceful trade. The Ottomans were also interested in controlling the passageway between
Europe and Asia. Networks of overland trade roads developed throughout Europe and Asia, connecting
the rapidly growing towns and leading to the growth of some towns as major trading centres. These towns
would regularly hold fairs to allow merchants to display and sell their wares. Major commercial city-states
such as Genoa and Venice sent ships throughout the Mediterranean and to western and northern European
ports. Trade between Europe and Asia expanded rapidly along the Silk Road, with China and many other
centres through central Asia coming into regular contact with European merchants. The geographic location
of Constantinople also made the city a target for the savvy Ottoman rulers, who wanted to not only trade
with the city, but to control it entirely.

DID YOU KNOW?
Some historians believe that fleas carrying the Black Death came to Caffa on the skins of marmots. These small
Central Asian mammals had no resistance to the disease, and large numbers became infected and died in the
mid-1340s. Fur traders came across the dead animals, removed their hides (including the deadly fleas) and sent
them along the Silk Road to cities such as Caffa.
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Outbreak in Asia
Written reports indicate that outbreaks of the Black Death may have occurred in China in the 1320s and
1330s. The province of Hubei in central China is considered by many to be the location of the first major
outbreak in 1334. It was here that the Black Death first appeared in its most deadly form. In the fourteenth
century, China was largely ruled by the Mongols, who had strong links to Central Asia, so they may have
brought the disease with them to China. At the same time trade between China and a number of European
states was increasing from access along the Silk Road. The potential was always there for the Black Death
to be carried to Europe, either by European traders returning from the east or by the Central Asian Tartar
warriors (Mongols) who were continuing their attacks in eastern Europe.

SOURCE 1 Permanent human settlement led to the growth of towns and expansion of trade, which allowed the Black
Death to spread more easily.

GREECE

BURMA

CHINA

INDIA

SPAIN

ITALYITALY

GREECE

EGYPTEGYPT

BURMA

CHINA

R
E

D
 
S

E
A

A R A B I A N

S E A

I N D I A N  O C E A N

P A C I F I C

O C E A N

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

BLACK SEA

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

BLACK SEA

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

C
A

S
P

IA
N

 S
E

A

Xian

Venice

Moscow

Aden

Bagan

Alexandria

Hubei

Naples Constantinople

Hangzhou

AthensAthens

Baghdad

Tabriz

Tripoli

Tunis

Marrakesh

Hubei

Naples

Mecca

London

Constantinople

Timbuktu

Caffa

Hangzhou

Lisbon

GenoaGenoa

Scandinavia

Arabian

Peninsula

Britain

AS I AEUROPE

A FR I C A

Key

City

Silk Road

Other trade routes

Muslim pilgrimage routes

Area of outbreak of
Black Death

Naples

0 1000

kilometres

2000

Source: Spatial Vision

5.6.2 The Black Death enters Europe
In the thirteenth century, the Italian trading city-state of Genoa had taken control of Caffa, on the Crimean
Peninsula, in modern-day Ukraine. Caffa was a major shipping port for trade throughout the Black Sea.
In 1347, the Tartars attacked the city (see SOURCE 2). They were supported by Genoa’s bitter rivals, the
Venetians, who had previously controlled Caffa. As they laid siege to the city, the Tartars began to fall sick
from a serious disease and large numbers died in a very short time. Unable to maintain the siege, the Tartars
began to withdraw; but before they did, they began catapulting the diseased bodies of their dead over the
walls and into the city. The Genoans who escaped from Caffa soon found they were carrying the deadly
disease. Venetian traders who had been present during the siege were also infected and both groups carried
the Black Death deep into the heart of Europe (see SOURCE 3).

Trade links between Asia and Europe were developing so strongly during the fourteenth century that
Caffa was probably not the only source of the Black Death coming to Europe, as Messina first recorded the
plague shortly before the siege of Caffa. Nevertheless, the rapid spread to places that engaged in trade with
Caffa suggests that it was very important in hastening the infection into Europe, the Middle East and North
Africa. During the last few months of 1347, the disease was carried to Constantinople, the southern shores
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SOURCE 2 When the Tartars attacked Caffa, they used trebuchets like the one shown in this
illustration to catapult infected bodies over the city walls.

SOURCE 3 Merchants and soldiers returning from Caffa in late 1347 soon
spread the Black Death to the Middle East, North Africa and Italy.
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of the Black Sea, Alexandria in Egypt and the islands of Sicily, Corsica and Sardinia in the Mediterranean.
For the Ottomans, the arrival of the Black Death in Constantinople was particularly significant. The disease
ravaged the city, making both it and its people susceptible to raids and attacks.

By January 1348, cases of the plague were reported in both Genoa and Venice in northern Italy. From
there it quickly spread to the rest of Italy, and to southern France and Spain by the middle of that year.
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Within a year all of western Europe was affected and, by 1350, the Black Death had turned east again and
had reached Russia. SOURCE 4 shows how quickly the Black Death spread throughout Europe between the
end of 1347 and 1351.

SOURCE 4 The Black Death spread like a wave across Europe between 1348
and 1351.
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DID YOU KNOW?
The spread of the plague to Scandinavia is believed to have occurred through a trading ship carrying wool from
England. The ship was seen floating off the Norwegian coast and the locals rowed out to examine it. They found
the crew to be dead and decided to take the cargo of bales of wool. Little did they know the bales were full of the
deadly plague-carrying fleas.

5.6.3 Infestation through the Middle East
The plague appears to have come to the Middle East through several different routes. During 1347, warriors
returning to Baghdad from battle at Tabriz in northern Persia (now Iran) found that they had brought the
disease with them. These soldiers would have carried supplies of grain with them for food. Not only did
black rats infest the grain supplies but the fleas carrying the disease would also have been able to survive
on grain debris. The area that includes modern-day Iraq, as well as Syria and southern Turkey, was soon
ravaged by the Black Death. It is also believed that Muslim pilgrims coming to Mecca from northern India
via the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea may have been transporting rats from Central Asia to the Arabian
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Peninsula, bringing the plague with them. This would also explain how infections entered the Ottoman
world. While the official impact of the plague on Ottoman society is unknown, some historians believe that
up to a quarter of the Ottoman population died from the Black Death.

The Egyptian city of Alexandria was a major trading port on the southern shores of the Mediterranean. It
had strong links with Constantinople, as well as with Arab cities to the east and all along the north African
coast. Alexandria became infected in 1347, soon after the siege of Caffa. The Black Death then spread
eastwards to Palestine and Syria in 1348, and into the Arabian Peninsula, reaching Mecca.

North Africa
From Alexandria, the plague began to spread along the north African coast, and had reached Tripoli in
modern Libya by 1348. At the about the same time, the city of Tunis appears to have been infected through
its trade with Sicily, with an outbreak reported in April 1348. From Tunis, the plague spread eastwards into
Libya, with that country now attacked by the plague from both east and west. In 1348, the ruler of Morocco
attempted to conquer Tunis, but failed, and his retreating army carried the disease back to Morocco,
infecting Algeria along the way. The plague reached Marrakesh in central Morocco in 1349. It is possible
that Morocco was also infected by traders from Spain, bringing the disease via the island of Majorca.

From Alexandria, the plague also spread south along the Nile valley, although it does not appear to have
spread into other parts of Africa. It appears that settled areas with towns and agriculture provided the most
suitable environment for black rats to thrive. The area to the south of Egypt and the Sahara was inhabited
largely by nomadic tribes. Their lifestyle did not provide an environment suitable for the rats, so the plague
did not spread into these parts of Africa.

SOURCE 5 The spread of the Black Death across the Middle East and northern Africa
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Deepen and check your understanding of this topic with related case studies and auto-marked questions.
• 5.6 The Black Death and the Ottoman Empire > Black Death
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5.6 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical
sources as evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining
historical significance

5.6 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 Outline the areas of Europe, Asia and the Middle East that had become permanent human settlements

by the fourteenth century.
2. HS1 Where did the Black Death first appear in the deadly form that eventually devastated Europe, the

Middle East and North Africa?
3. HS1 Why were the Ottomans so interested in gaining control of Constantinople?
4. HS1 Why was the city of Caffa important in the spread of the Black Death?
5. HS1 Who were Genoa’s main rivals? How was this group involved in spreading the Black Death?
6. HS6 Explain why the Black Death arriving in Constantinople was such a significant event for the

Ottoman Empire.
7. HS1 Identify and explain the ways in which the plague entered the Middle East.
8. HS1 How was the Ottoman Empire negatively affected by the Black Death?
9. HS5 Explain the impact the Black Death had on the political situation in Morocco.

5.6 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 Examine SOURCE 3. Why were the cities of Constantinople, Alexandria, Venice and Genoa among the

first to be infected?
2. HS3 Examine SOURCE 1. How well do trade and pilgrimage routes correspond to areas of outbreak of the

Black Death?
3. HS3 Describe the image shown in SOURCE 2. How does this source increase our knowledge about this

period of history?
4. HS3 Using SOURCE 4, identify when each of the following cities was infected by the Black Death: London,

Paris, Hamburg, Dublin, Marseilles.
5. HS3 Convert the map shown in SOURCE 5 into a flowchart to show the progression of the Black Death from

Asia into Europe.
6. HS3 Examine the maps shown in this subtopic.

(a) Write a statement that conclusively describes the origins of the Black Death in Europe.
(b) Determine whether there are any regions that remained unaffected by the Black Death. If so, suggest

reasons these locations avoided infection.
(c) What are the strengths and weaknesses of using maps as historical sources?

7. HS4 How did the Black Death change political systems in Europe, Northern Africa and Asia. Use specific
examples in your response.

8. HS5 What changes in human settlement affected the spread of the plague?
9. HS5 ‘The Black Death did not contribute to the eventual fall of Constantinople to the Ottomans.’ Evaluate

this statement using evidence to support your arguments.
10. HS6 ‘As devastating as the Black Death was, it was essential for the growth of the Ottoman Empire.’ Do

you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain your response and include evidence.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

5.7 The fall of Constantinople
5.7.1 Defences at Constantinople
After a brief period of instability at the beginning of the fifteenth century, the influence and power of the
Ottoman Empire continued to spread. By the time Sultan Mehmet II gained control, the Ottomans occupied
much of eastern Europe, including the land around the Byzantine capital of Constantinople. The jewel of
the Byzantine Empire, Constantinople had been controlled by the Byzantines for nearly thirteen centuries.
The city held strategic importance in the region and was also a symbol of Christianity in eastern Europe.
For these reasons, it was a city that Mehmet II simply had to capture.

For over a thousand years the rulers of Constantinople had built and maintained strong defences. The
famed walls of Constantinople were first constructed by Emperor Constantine the Great (see SOURCE 2).
Rebuilding the city’s initial fortifications, Constantine added more complex structures to the city’s defences.
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These included towers at regular intervals and heavily protected gates and passages. Constantine the Great
also increased the number, thickness and height of the original walls. On the seaward sides, steep cliffs
and sea walls made access difficult. The Golden Horn (the strip of water north of Constantinople) could
be closed off in times of attack by a heavy chain running from shore to shore. Subsequent emperors such
as Theodosius II made further improvements to the fortifications of Constantinople including a system of
double walls.

SOURCE 1 A map of Constantinople showing its major defences
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SOURCE 2 An artist’s impression of the western walls of
Constantinople
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SOURCE 3 The Dardanelles Gun. This cannon, built in 1464,
was cast in bronze and weighed 18.4 tonnes. It was built in
two parts that could be screwed together using a large lever as
a spanner.

While the walls of Constantinople had
provided protection for a very long time,
their effectiveness was diminished by the
Ottoman army’s use of cannons.

Gunpowder and use of the cannon had
originated in China and were probably
brought to the area by the Mongols. The
Ottomans were quick to adopt them
in warfare. They used one cannon in
November 1452 to sink a Venetian ship
sailing along the Bosporus. But for the
attack on Constantinople a larger one
was needed and built. It was 8.4 metres
long with a wall 20 centimetres thick. It
could fire a cannonball of 600 kilograms
a distance of 1.6 kilometres.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Dardanelles Gun was still in use in 1807 when it fired at British ships, killing 28 British sailors.

5.7.2 The siege
At the time of the Ottoman conquest, Constantinople was far from the once-great city it had been. Years of
tension and hostility between Rome and the Byzantine capital had taken its toll on the city and its people.
Constantinople had also never truly recovered from the social and economic impact of the Black Death.
These factors left Constantinople vulnerable and the Ottomans planned on taking full advantage of the
city’s weakened state. Before the siege began, Mehmet II tried to tempt Constantine XI into surrendering.
Mehmet offered freedom of religion as well as territory in Greece to the Byzantine Emperor. Yet a proud
Constantine refused, plunging his city into war with the Ottomans.

SOURCE 4 Sultan Mehmet II gives his reasons for attacking Constantinople.

The ghaza [holy war] is our basic duty as it was in the case of our fathers. Constantinople, situated in the middle
of our domains, protects our enemies and incites them against us. The conquest of the city is, therefore, essential
to the future and the safety of the Ottoman state.

SOURCE 5 Candarli Halil, adviser to the sultan, warns Constantinople that Sultan Mehmet is more of a danger to
them than the previous sultan.

You stupid Greeks . . . I have known your cunning ways long enough. The late Sultan [Murad] was a tolerant and
conscientious friend of yours. The present Sultan Mehmet is not of the same mind. If Constantinople eludes his
bold and impetuous grasp it will only be because God continues to overlook your wicked and devious schemes.

During the siege, Mehmet’s base was the Ottoman fortress of Rumeli Hisar on the western bank of the
Bosporus Strait. Though hastily constructed, this military centre enabled Mehmet to command his forces
from a tactically strong position.
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SOURCE 6 Map showing preparations for the attack on Constantinople
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Over the winter of 1452/53, Constantinople prepared for a siege by reinforcing its walls and bringing
in extra supplies of food, while Mehmet strengthened the roads between his capital of Edirne and
Constantinople so that he could bring in his cannons to attack the walls of Constantinople. Mehmet
positioned his naval fleet in both the Black and Marmara seas to isolate the Byzantines within their own
city. On the ground, Mehmet used his Janissaries — elite and often brutal soldiers — to attack the walls of
Constantinople.

SOURCE 7 A modern artist’s impression of the attack on Constantinople

A

C

B

A Cannons could be fired only about eight times a day because they took so long to prepare.

B The attack on Constantinople lasted many weeks.

C Ottoman armour was made from interlocking rings of metal.
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Ottoman attacks continued through April and early May but the defenders of Constantinople held out,
despite being outnumbered by ten to one. Towards the end of May, the Ottomans heard rumours that a
European relief army was approaching the city and Mehmet decided to launch a final attack. Cannons were
brought closer to the walls and, on the night of 28–9 May, Ottoman ships were brought as close as possible
to the sea walls. By early morning on 29 May, the walls had been breached and defences collapsed.

5.7.3 After the fall of Constantinople

SOURCE 8 Vasco de Gama’s first voyage to
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The fall of Constantinople was a significant event in
medieval history. Not only does it mark the official
end of the Eastern Roman Empire, but some historians
see it as the end of the entire medieval period. Losing
Constantinople was also a great blow for Christianity
in Europe. The greatest symbol of this loss was the
conversion of the great Hagia Sophia church into a
mosque. However, there were also several positive
outcomes from the fall of Constantinople.
• The Age of Exploration.

The Ottomans now controlled the major trade link
between Europe and Asia. This forced European
powers, including Spain and Portugal, to consider
different methods of reaching the Far East. It
is thought that the journeys of the great European
explorers may have occurred because of this need.

• The Renaissance. The Islamic focus on academic
pursuits (especially maths and science) is well documented. After the fall of Constantinople, Ottoman
traders and scholars began to interact with their European counterparts more frequently. These
interactions are thought to have directly influenced the development of the Renaissance in Europe.

SOURCES 8 and 9 show two different trade routes between Europe and the East. SOURCES 8 shows the journey
of famed explorer Vasco de Gama, while SOURCES 9 shows the Silk Road, which stretched from Istanbul
to China.

SOURCE 9 The Silk Road trade route
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5.7 ACTIVITIES
1. Who were the Janissaries? Conduct your own internet research to find more information about this group of

people. Determining historical significance
2. Conduct research to discover what became of the church at Hagia Sophia. What evidence is there of these

changes? Identifying continuity and change

5.7 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical sources as
evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining historical significance

5.7 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 Identity and explain the reasons why Constantinople was so important to the Byzantines.
2. HS1 Which two Roman emperors were significantly involved in constructing the fortified walls of

Constantinople? Briefly describe the contributions of these two rulers to the construction of the walls.
3. HS1 Consider the attack on Constantinople.

(a) What was the Ottoman army’s main weapon against the walls of Constantinople?
(b) How did this technology make its way into Ottoman hands?

4. HS5 Identify and explain two reasons for the weakening of Constantinople’s power before the Ottoman siege.
5. HS1 How did Sultan Mehmet II attempt to avoid conflict?
6. HS1 What evidence of religious tolerance is there in Sultan Mehmet’s approaches?
7. HS6 Some historians have described the fall of Constantinople as a major turning point in history. What do

you think makes this event so significant?
8. HS6 Explain how Islamic scholars could have influenced the development of the Renaissance.

5.7 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 Carefully read SOURCES 4 and 5.

(a) What reasons did Sultan Mehmet give for attacking Constantinople?
(b) Candarli Halil warned the people of Constantinople that Sultan Mehmet had quite a different attitude

from that of his father, Murad. What was this different attitude?
2. HS3 Examine the map shown in SOURCE 1. Can you identify any potential weaknesses in the fortifications

of Constantinople? If so, explain your observations.
3. HS3 Examine SOURCE 6.

(a) Prepare a timeline covering the period from August 1452 to May 1453 that shows the major stages in
the Ottoman attack on Constantinople.

(b) Explain the strategies Sultan Mehmet II used to isolate Constantinople from the rest of Europe.
4. HS3 Examine SOURCE 7 and list all the methods used to attack the city.
5. HS3 Compare the maps in SOURCES 8 and 9.

(a) How would traders have travelled from Europe to Asia before the fall of Constantinople?
(b) Why were Europeans forced to find alternative trade routes after the fall of Constantinople?

6. HS3 Using the sources provided in this subtopic, identify and explain the defences of Constantinople.
7. HS3 Examine SOURCE 6. Why do you think Constantinople was such an important city to control?
8. HS4 The Byzantines held Constantinople for over a thousand years. How did the tactics used by Mehmet II

differ to those used by other armies in the past?
9. HS4 What did Mehmet II’s victory at Constantinople mean for the Byzantine Empire?

10. HS5 What effect did the Janissaries have on the siege of Constantinople? Do you believe they were a
deciding factor in the outcome of the battle?

11. HS5 Identify and explain the external factors that weakened the Byzantines in the years before
Mehmet II’s attack.

12. HS6 ‘The fall of Constantinople was the most significant event to occur during the reign of the Ottoman
Empire.’ Evaluate the accuracy of this statement.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.
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5.8 Suleiman the Magnificent
5.8.1 Extending the empire
The Ottoman Empire continued to expand following the conquest of Constantinople in 1453. Under Selim
I (1512–20) the empire had almost doubled in size; it included the territories of Syria and Egypt, parts of
Persia and the Islamic holy places of Medina and Mecca, as shown in SOURCE 1. Selim I claimed the title of
caliph of the Islamic world. But it was Selim’s son, Suleiman, who was to become one of the most famous
rulers of the Ottoman Empire.

SOURCE 1 A map showing the expansion of the empire under Selim I and Suleiman
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Suleiman became sultan in 1520 at the age of 29. Under his rule, the Ottoman Empire became the largest
empire of the time and he was looked up to by the European kings. A gifted poet and craftsman, Suleiman’s
rule saw great developments in art, literature and science. Yet it was for his military accomplishments that
Suleiman is more well-known (see SOURCE 1). To the west, Suleiman pushed the Ottomans’ territory further
into Europe, toward the Christian strongholds of Belgrade and Vienna. To the east, he conquered Persia
and to the south, the important port city of Aden. Suleiman’s forces also captured significant territory in
North Africa.

A significant campaign in the early years of Suleiman’s rule was his attack on the Island of Rhodes in
1522. The knights of the Order of St John, successors to the early Crusaders, had seized the island from the
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Byzantines in 1309. The knights had been a constant thorn in the side of the Ottomans, attacking ships and
thwarting Suleiman’s advances across the Mediterranean. After an exhausting five-month siege, Suleiman
signed a truce with the knights that gave him control of the island. This victory was strategically crucial for
Suleiman and his empire as the Ottomans could now use Rhodes as a base for further campaigns across the
Mediterranean and North Africa.

Suleiman’s next target was eastern Europe. A series of successful campaigns gave him control of Serbia
and Hungary. This brought Suleiman face to face with his long-time rivals, the Hapsburg Empire. The
Hapsburg dynasty was based in Austria but through wars and marriage alliances they controlled a large part
of western Europe, including Spain, Portugal, Poland and Hungary, as well as sections of the Netherlands
and Italy. Suleiman laid siege to Vienna, Austria, in 1529. After 19 days, sections of the walls had been
pierced and some of the outer suburbs burned. However, a long and costly siege followed and, ultimately,
Suleiman withdrew his forces. Three years later, Suleiman launched another failed attempt at taking Vienna.
This failure marked the end of the sultan’s period of empirical expansion and Suleiman instead focused on
administering the territory he had already gained.

DID YOU KNOW?
The defenders of the island of Rhodes made a giant stethoscope of leather. It was used to detect the sound of
attackers digging mines under the walls.

5.8.2 Life and law under Suleiman
SOURCE 3 Portrait of Suleiman,
attributed to the Venetian Renaissance
painter Titian. There is no evidence
that Titian ever met or saw Suleiman.

FPO

In Turkey, Suleiman is known as Sultan Suleiman el-Kununi —
the Lawgiver — because he organised a large-scale rewriting of
the legal code. This was necessary because the empire contained
many new regions and different ways of life.

SOURCE 2 An inscription in which Suleiman describes his
power, from M. Guboglu, Palaeografia si diplomatica Turco-
Osmana, Bucarest, 1958, p. 167, facsimile no. 7, quoted in H.
Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire, Phoenix Press, p. 41

I am God’s slave and sultan of this world. By the grace of
God I am head of Mohammed’s community. God’s might and
Mohammed’s miracles are my companions. I am Suleyman,
in whose name the hutbe [religious sermon] is read in Mecca
and Medina. In Baghdad I am the shah, in Byzantine realms
the Caesar, and in Egypt the sultan; who sends his fleets to the
seas of Europe, the Maghrib and India. I am the sultan who took
the crown and throne of Hungary and granted them to a humble
slave. The voivoda [governor] Petru raised his head in revolt, but
my horse’s hoofs ground him into the dust, and I conquered the
land of Moldavia.

The challenges
The legal system had to take into account the complex structure of the Ottoman Empire.

• Almost all of the empire, except parts of Africa, was mountainous. Communities were isolated
from each other and had developed their own laws.

• There were many different lifestyles in the empire. Some Ottomans lived in great cities while
others were nomads or merchants who travelled long distances.

• The empire was made up of people with many different faiths, including Christianity and Judaism.
In some parts of the empire Muslims were in the minority.
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The solutions
When a new territory was added, Ottoman officials tried to preserve as many of the local laws as possible,
as long as these did not contradict the religious law or general legal principles of the empire. This practice
reduced opposition to Ottoman rule, ensured laws suited local conditions and made collecting taxes easier.

Christians and Jews
In Islamic belief, Jews and Christians were grouped with Muslims as ‘people of the book’; that is, people
who shared the background of the Jewish bible with its narratives of Abraham, Moses and the Prophets.
As the territory controlled by the sultans expanded, increasing numbers of Christians and Jews were living
under Muslim rule. Although executions and forced conversions may have taken place occasionally, most
people were generally left to practise their own religion.

SOURCE 4 An Islamic painting from
c. 1588 showing the army of Suleiman
the Magnificent in front of Vienna

SOURCE 5 A sixteenth-century illustration showing an
Ottoman Jew from Constantinople and an Arab merchant

Jewish and Christian religious communities were allowed to govern themselves, as long as they provided
taxes to the government and kept the peace in their own communities. Each community had its own
Millet — the Turkish word for ‘nation’. This could include its own courts although in any dispute involving
a Muslim, or criminal acts such as robbery and murder, the Islamic court took over.
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DISCUSS
Suleiman the Magnificent is remembered for his diplomacy and creative policy reforms, especially when dealing
with the beliefs and customs of conquered peoples. Through the Millet system, Jews and Christians were allowed
to keep practising their religions if they paid a tax to Suleiman.
In small groups discuss the following:
• the purpose of the Millet system, including its advantages and disadvantages. Also suggest and debate
any alternative to the system.

• whether the Millet system could work in a modern context. Identify and explore any possible positive and
negative implications of such a system in modern society.

• whether it is necessary for all the citizens of a country to follow the same religion.
[Ethical Capability]

5.8 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical
sources as evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining
historical significance

5.8 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 Why would the addition of Mecca and Medina to the Ottoman Empire greatly increase the prestige of the Ottomans

in Muslim eyes?
2. HS1 Identify the group that ruled over the island of Rhodes? Why did Suleiman want these people removed?
3. HS1 Why did Suleiman see the need to control Rhodes?
4. HS1 Who were the Ottoman’s main rivals in Europe? What territories did they control?
5. HS1 When Suleiman came to revise the legal code, what three special features of the empire’s structure did

he have to take into account?
6. HS1 Why did the Ottomans let local people keep their own laws wherever possible?
7. HS1 What was a Millet?
8. HS1 What evidence is there that Jews were welcome in the empire?
9. HS6 Why do you think people have chosen to describe Suleiman as ‘the Magnificent’ or as ‘the Lawgiver’?

5.8 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 Study SOURCE 1. Identify at least three modern-day countries whose territory was once part of the

Ottoman Empire.
2. HS3 In SOURCE 2, what links does Suleiman make with earlier empires? What is he claiming for himself by

doing this?
3. HS3 Examine SOURCE 3.

(a) What impression of Suleiman is presented in the painting?
(b) Can this picture be trusted to give an accurate depiction of Suleiman? Why or why not?
(c) If Titian did not actually see Suleiman, where might he have gathered his references from which to

paint him?
4. HS3 SOURCE 4 is a representation of the Siege of Venice.

(a) Is SOURCE 4 a primary or secondary source? Justify your response.
(b) Describe the military tactics used by both sides.
(c) Why do you think Suleiman’s attack on Venice was unsuccessful?
(d) How useful is SOURCE 4 in providing evidence of the siege?

5. HS4 Describe how Suleiman the Magnificent expanded the Ottoman Empire. Use specific locations in your
description.

6. HS4 Identify and explain the ways in which the Ottoman Empire changed under Suleiman’s command.
7. HS4 Describe how followers of other religions were allowed to continue demonstrating their beliefs under

Suleiman’s rule.
8. HS5 What did Suleiman hope to achieve by granting religious freedom to the territories he conquered?
9. HS6 ‘Suleiman the Magnificent is one of the most significant rulers of all time.’ Do you agree with this

statement? Use evidence in your response and justify your opinion.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.
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5.9 Life in the Ottoman Empire
5.9.1 Daily life
Life within the Ottoman Empire varied greatly, usually depending on a person’s social and economic status.
The empire included many Christian and Jewish communities as well as Muslim communities. Most of the
population lived as peasants in small villages, and in the north-east there was a large nomadic population.
As long as each community paid its taxes to the sultan, the communities were generally free to continue
their own lifestyles.

Housing

SOURCE 1 A traditional-style Ottoman house in Antalya, TurkeyMost homes in the towns were made
of timber, although richer people
might have had their bottom floor
built with stone walls. Wooden
houses meant fewer injuries during
earthquakes, but also increased the
danger of fire, especially as houses
were built very close together and
streets were very narrow.

Houses of the upper class usually
had separate rooms for men and
women. A space at the front, called
the selamlik, was for men, and a space
at the back, called the haremlik, was
where women gathered. There were
no chairs in the rooms. Boxes around
the wall served as seats when covered
with cushions. For meals, food was
placed on large trays on a low platform
in the centre of the living room and
people squatted around this. At night,
some rooms could be converted to
bedrooms.

Peasants’ houses usually had only
three rooms — one for sleeping,
one for cooking and one as a
sitting/dining room. The material
they were built from depended on
the material available locally, so
they could be of timber, stone or
mud brick.

Women and children in society
Clothing
Clothing, and particularly headwear and belts, was a sign of status in the community. Muslim women
originally saw the veil not as a sign of modesty but as something worn by the elite as a sign of prestige. For
example, the wives of the Prophet Mohammed wore veils as a sign of their prestigious position. At first, the
only women who wore veils were those whose husbands were rich enough to keep them in seclusion. But,
over time, women in all levels of society adopted the veil.
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Marriage
Most marriages were arranged, but the wife retained control of any property she had. The husband’s family
provided a dowry. Half of this went to the wife to set up her home while the other half was retained to be
given to her in the case of her husband divorcing her.

Divorce was easier for the male — all he had to do was to repeat three times, ‘You are divorced’. If a
woman wanted a divorce, she had to go to court, accompanied by two witnesses who would testify to her
mistreatment or abandonment. In a few cases, Jewish and Christian women took their case for divorce to a
Muslim court, which indicates they felt that Muslim women had more rights in this area.

Occupations
Women in the cities could be involved in trade by appointing a male agent to act on their behalf. In the
villages, women would work on a farm or be employed in the textile industry. Children could also be
involved in spinning and weaving. The earliest textiles were linen, but this was followed first by silk and
then by cotton.

As in other cultures in the Middle Ages, most children were employed as early as possible. This could be
on a farm, in textile production or as an apprentice to a craft or trade (see SOURCE 2).

SOURCE 2 This court case concerns a father who, in 1656, complained that his son had been employed against
his will by the barber Yusuf. The father brought his case to a judge, called the qadi.

Master barber Yusuf, questioned on this matter, said that the boy joined his employ of his own free will and
wishes to stay with his master and learn the trade. The boy was therefore summoned and questioned, and he
too replied that he wishes to stay with his master in order to learn the barber’s profession.

In view of these declarations the qadi informed the plaintiff [the father] that he is not to get custody of his son
unless the son himself so wishes, since the boy is now a mature companion. He warned the plaintiff against trying
to harm the defendant [the barber] or harass him.

Slavery
Like other civilisations at the time, slaves existed in the Ottoman Empire but they had more opportunities
and greater legal protection than many other slaves in the Middle Ages. While the Qur’an recognised
slavery, it did recommend kindness to slaves and eventual liberation. Christians who had been captured
and brought to work in the sultan’s palace could eventually obtain high positions in the empire. The case
of the Russian slave Roxana, who eventually became the legal wife of Suleiman the Magnificent, shows the
possibilities available to some.

However, most slaves were women who worked as domestics. Their situation depended very much on the
attitudes of the master and mistress of the house. If a domestic slave had a child by her master, the child was
a free person. Slaves could also acquire their freedom when their masters died.

5.9.2 Trade and the marketplace
Trade
Trade was a large part of Islamic culture. Large caravans of camels carried goods long distances, often
across difficult terrain such as deserts and mountains. Sultans organised the building of depots about 30
kilometres apart along these routes where the cameleers could rest from the long journey and be protected
from thieves. These depots were called caravanserai. They were surrounded by strong walls and towers with
a relatively small entrance. Each contained rooms for travellers to rest and, in the centre, there was a small
mosque for the daily prayers.
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SOURCE 3 An artist’s reconstruction of a caravanserai
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A Winter quarters provided protection from cold weather.

B The narrow entrance gate protected against thieves.

C Camel caravans move in to rest for the night.

D Domes allowed light into the rooms. This idea was further developed in the domes for mosques.

E Gutters redirected water away from the building.

F Raised mosques were important for prayers, usually made five times a day.

G This accommodation was suitable for summer.

Bazaars

SOURCE 4 The Kapali Carsi in Istanbul
Once goods reached the major cities
they were sold in bazaars or markets.
The Kapali Carsi or Covered Bazaar in
Istanbul is typical of these. Although
it has undergone many changes due
to earthquakes and fires, it has still
preserved the same basic layout. It is
located just one kilometre from the
shore and at the start of the major road
running east through the city.

As well as a centre for trade, the
bazaar also played an important role in
bringing the local community together
and became a place for meeting and
socialising; a modern example is
shown in SOURCE 4.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Kapali Carsi, which still operates today, contains over 4000 shops. The largest shopping centre in Australia,
Chadstone Shopping Centre in Melbourne, contains about 530 shops.

TOPIC 5 The Ottoman Empire (c.1299–1683) 33



“c05TheOttomanEmpire_marketing” — 2019/7/16 — 2:49 — page 34 — #34

UN
CO
RR
EC
TE
D
PA
GE
PR
OO
FS

At the heart of a bazaar was the bedestan. This was a stone building with a domed roof. The bedestan had
doors that could be locked at night; this ensured the safe storage of luxury goods such as precious metals,
gems and silk.

SOURCE 5 An account of a bedestan in Bursa, written by Turkish traveller Evliya Efendi (1611–1682) (From
Joseph von Hammer’s translation of Narrative of travels on Europe, Asia and Africa in the Seventeenth Century
by Evliya Efendi, London, 1855, p. 12)

The Bedestan is a large building with four iron gates secured with iron chains; its cupola is supported by strong
columns. It contains three hundred shops in each of which merchants reside, who are as rich as the kings of
Egypt. The market of the goldsmiths is outside the Bedestan, and separate from it; the shops are all of stone.
There are also the markets of the tailors, cotton-beaters, cap makers, thread merchants, drapers, linen merchants,
cable merchants, and that called the market of the bride, where essence of roses, musk, ambergris, etc are sold.

Coffee houses
The first coffee came from the seeds of a tree in Ethiopia. Sufis — Islamic mystics — used a brew from
the seeds in their devotional practice. In a ceremony called ‘Remembrance of God’, Sufis would go
through long night sessions, reciting or chanting their love of God. Coffee was used as a stimulant to keep
them awake.

SOURCE 6 A nineteenth-century illustration of a coffee house in
Constantinople

Layer 0
Coffee was introduced to Istanbul

in the early seventeenth century and
men gathered in coffee houses to
drink coffee, smoke tobacco and be
entertained (see SOURCES 6 and 7).

Coffee houses were also centres of
political discussion and, frequently,
sultans would have them closed down
or even burned down if their spies
reported that mutinous talk was going
on. Examples of this occurred during
the reign of Murad IV (1623–1640).

The drinking of coffee and
the café society spread from the
Ottoman Empire to Vienna, Paris and
London — and is very popular in
Australia today.

SOURCE 7 Turkish traveller Evliya Efendi (1611–1682) writes about coffee houses. He is describing a coffee
house in Bursa, former capital of the Ottoman Empire.

There are seventy-five coffee-houses each capable of holding a thousand persons, which are frequented by
the most elegant and learned of the inhabitants; and three times a day singers and dancers execute a musical
concert in them . . .

. . . All coffee-houses, and particularly those near the great mosque, abound with men skilled in a thousand
arts. Dancing and pleasure continue the whole night, and in the morning everybody goes to the mosque. These
coffee-houses became famous only since those of Constantinople were closed by the express command of
Sultan Murad IV. There are also no less than ninety-seven Buza-houses, which are not to be equalled in the world;
they are panelled with faience [coloured tiles], painted, each capable of accommodating one thousand men.
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5.9 ACTIVITIES
1. Use the internet to find images of modern housing in Turkey. Compare these images to the description of

housing during the Ottoman Empire. Do you believe housing styles have changed over the years? If so,
describe any key changes. Identifying continuity and change

2. Read SOURCE 7.
(a) Think of a café that you’ve visited. It could be in your home city or anywhere in Australia.
(b) Compare the SOURCE 7 description of Ottoman coffee houses with your chosen café. Describe any

similarities and differences.
(c) Do you think a place like the one described in SOURCE 7 would be popular in Australia today? Justify

your response. Using historical sources as evidence

5.9 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical sources as
evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining historical significance

5.9 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 What were the selamlik and haremlik in a wealthy Ottoman house?
2. HS1 Identify and explain the original purpose of the veil worn by wealthy Muslim women.
3. HS1 Were the rules around divorce the same for men and women in the Ottoman Empire?
4. HS1 Summarise what the Qur’an says about slavery.
5. HS1 What role did children play in Ottoman society?
6. HS1 What was the reason for caravanserai being 30 kilometres apart?
7. HS1 Why were the bedestans built to be secure?
8. HS1 Explain how coffee was used as part of religious practice.
9. HS1 What reasons might Sultans have had for closing down coffee shops?

5.9 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 Is a house such as the one shown in SOURCE 1 more likely to have belonged to a rich family or a poor

family? Explain.
2. HS3 What evidence does SOURCE 2 provide about:

(a) the rights of children in the Ottoman Empire
(b) the legal system in the Ottoman Empire?

3. HS3 Study SOURCE 3.
(a) What evidence is there in SOURCE 3 that the caravanserai was built to accommodate prayer?
(b) What other feature common to mosques was often seen in caravanserai?

4. HS3 Compare the accounts provided in SOURCE 5 and 7. Which do you believe is more accurate and why?
5. HS3 SOURCE 3 is an artist’s impression of a caravanserai.

(a) Explain the purpose of caravanserai.
(b) What could be considered a modern equivalent of caravanserai?
(c) Is this image an example of a primary or secondary source? Explain your answer.
(d) Is this image a reliable historical source? Justify your answer.

6. HS3 Describe the scene depicted in SOURCE 6. Which groups of people can you identify and what do you
believe is occurring in this source?

7. HS5 What effects did the Ottoman marketplace have on the Empire’s ability to acquire new territories?
8. HS6 Explain how a mere coffee shop could have a key role in Ottoman politics.
9. HS6 ‘The bazaar was the most important place in Ottoman society.’ Evaluate the accuracy of this statement.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.
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5.10 Ottoman art, architecture and literature
5.10.1 Art and architecture

SOURCE 1 A tile from an Istanbul
mosque

The modern world owes much to the Ottoman Empire. We have
already discussed the achievements that occurred during the
‘golden age of Islam’. Yet while most of Europe was in chaos for
much of the Middle Ages, the Ottoman Empire continued to be
a centre of learning and advancement. Without the achievements
of the Ottoman Empire during the first millennium, much of the
learning from ancient Greece, Rome and Egypt would have been
lost forever. Many of the later advances in European philosophy
and science either occurred because the Ottomans collected and
translated the works of the ancients or were based on advances
made by the Islamic people.

Ottoman architects continued traditions started by the Seljuk
Turks. Common to Seljuk mosques, schools and caravanserai were
tall doorways and pointed arches. Blue, white and black designs
with floral or geometric patterns were often used to decorate walls.
Often a complex of buildings, called a kulliye surrounded a mosque. As well as the mosque, a kulliye in the
former capital of Edirne contained separate buildings including a hospital, mental asylum and a bakery! A
windowed dome over the mosque allowed the use of light to become a feature of Ottoman architecture.

It was under Suleiman and his architect Sinan (1489–1588) that Ottoman architecture reached its
peak. One of Sinan’s greatest achievements is the Suleiman Mosque, built in Istanbul from 1550. Its
design mirrored that of the Christian church Hagia Sophia. In the structural features of the mosque, Sinan
improved on the original. Sinan had discovered ways to incorporate supports within the structure so that
fewer columns were needed; the Hagia Sophia had eight columns on each side but the Suleiman Mosque
had only two. Sinan also made extensive use of windows, giving a light-filled weightlessness to the
building. Sinan’s contributions also included great public works such as aqueducts bringing water into the
city for fountains and Turkish baths.

SOURCE 2 An aqueduct built by Sinan
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Another common feature of Ottoman architecture, geometric design, can also be found in art from the
same period. Islamic art rarely featured images of real life. Instead, circles, squares and pentagons are
repeated in carefully arranged sequences. Examples of Islamic geometric design can be seen in SOURCE 3.
With clear links to mathematics, these designs were meticulously painted onto mosques, libraries and other
important buildings. Another popular form of art was calligraphy. The Qur’an was written in Arabic, so
letters themselves were seen to have a sacred quality, and lettering became an art form.

SOURCE 3 The interior of the Shahzade Mosque in Istanbul. The
construction of this mosque was ordered by Suleiman the
Magnificent in 1543.

SOURCE 4 A painting by Bihzad
showing the construction of a fort

5.10.2 Literature
Although most regions that converted to Islam adopted Arabic as their language, the Ottomans were
different. They kept their Turkish language for day-to-day use but used Arabic script for writing. Their
literature was, therefore, influenced by their traditional Turkish language, the Arabic language of Islam and
the Persian language of neighbouring regions. Some Ottoman poets such as Fuzuli (c. 1483–1556) could
write fluently in all three languages, while others who wrote mainly in Turkish would borrow words from
Persian and Arabic.

The epics
One favourite form of literature was the epic. They were written down in the thirteenth century but were
based on an oral tradition going back over hundreds of years to when the Turks were nomads in Central
Asia. One of these epics was called The Book of Dede Korkut. It includes the story of a young prince, Uruz,
who was captured by Georgians when his father was out hunting near the Georgian border (see SOURCE 5).

These works were usually in Turkish and were meant to be sung. Poetry dealt with basic human
emotions; some common themes were the value of country life, the search for love and homesickness.
However, some of the songs were religious. One of the most renowned composers was Yunus Emre
(c. 1238–1320) (see SOURCE 6). He still influences Turkish poetry today.
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SOURCE 5 An extract from The Book of Dede
Korkut. Kazan returns from a hunting expedition
without his son, and his wife questions him.

My prince, my warrior, Kazan!
You rose up from your place and stood,
With your son you leaped on to your black-maned
Kazilik horse,
You sent out [to] hunt over the great mountains with
their lovely folds,
You caught and laid low the long-necked deer,
You loaded them on to your horses and turned
homeward.
Two you went and one you came; where is
my child?
Where is my child whom I got in the dark night?
My one prince is not to be seen, and my heart is
on fire.
Kazan, have you let the boy fall from the
overhanging rocks?
Have you let the mountain-lion eat him?
Or have you let him meet the infidel of dark religion?

SOURCE 6 A devotional poem by Yunus Emre

Knowledge is to understand
To understand who you are.
If you know not who you are
What’s the use of learning?

The aim in learning is
To understand God’s Truth.
Because without knowledge
It is wasted hard labour.

Do not say: I know it all,
I am obedient to my God.
If you know not who God is
That is sheer idle talk.

Twenty-eight syllables
You read from end to end.
You name the first ‘alpha’
What can it possibly mean?

Yunus Emre says also
Let me receive what I need.
The best possible thing
Is to find perfect peace.

Translated by Taner Baybars

5.10.3 Modern influence
Modern-day Turkey is the country most heavily influenced by the Ottoman Empire. The influence of the
Ottomans can be seen in its architecture, culture and political system. Although the Ottoman Empire was
based on Islam, it showed tolerance of other religions; this is also reflected in Turkey’s modern-day beliefs
in secularism and tolerance. The vast extent of the Ottoman Empire has allowed its influence to spread to
many other countries in the Middle East, and the Ottoman practice of allowing the common people a degree
of self-government has influenced some modern governments. While it was far from perfect, the Ottoman
Empire ranks alongside the Roman and Byzantine empires as one of the most powerful and long-lasting
empires in world history. For many centuries, it was a major point of connection and interaction between
the East and the West.

SOURCE 7 The Auburn Gallipoli Mosque in Sydney. The
Ottoman-style mosque has been listed by the National Trust as
an architecturally and culturally significant building.

Layer 0

Islam is one of the world’s great
religions. It has over one and a half
billion followers, making it the second
largest religion. As can be seen in
SOURCE 8, most followers of Islam
live in the Middle East and Africa. But
the religion is practised right around
the world, including in Australia. An
understanding of Islam is essential
if we are to be active participants
in our community. Islam has a great
influence on Australian society and on
international relations. Now you have
an understanding of how Islam began
and some of its important beliefs. You
can now also appreciate some of the
great advances made by Islam and the
Ottoman Empire.
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SOURCE 8 A map showing Islam in the modern world
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5.10 ACTIVITIES
1. In groups of three to four people, investigate the legacies of the Ottoman Empire.

Step 1: Each group member identifies and describes (in paragraph form) what they believe to be the most
significant contribution or aspect of the Ottoman Empire. Consider its legacy and the way it influenced the
Ottoman culture and the wider world. Each group member justifies their opinion with evidence from this
topic or from additional sources.
Step 2: Each group member then reads their response to the group. The other group members take their
own notes and observations to be provided as feedback. This process is repeated until all group members
have presented their opinions.
Step 3: Using the feedback from group members, each student rewrites their paragraphs and submits them
to their teacher.

Determining historical significance
2. Using internet sources, find the current Muslim population in Australia and in the entire world.

Identifying continuity and change

5.10 EXERCISES
Historical skills key: HS1 Remembering and understanding HS2 Sequencing chronology HS3 Using historical sources as
evidence HS4 Identifying continuity and change HS5 Analysing cause and effect HS6 Determining historical significance

5.10 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. HS1 Describe the architectural features that were shared by Seljuk and Ottoman architecture.
2. HS1 What is a kulliye?
3. HS1 Name one famous Ottoman architect and one building he constructed.
4. HS1 What way of life did the epics describe?
5. HS1 Identify the two main forms that poetry and song took in Ottoman literature.
6. HS1 Identify the main languages used by Ottoman poets and writers.
7. HS1 Identify the modern-day country that has been most heavily influenced by the Ottoman Empire and list

the evidence of this historical influence.
8. HS5 Discuss the origins of Turkey’s secularism and religious tolerance.
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5.10 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. HS3 What does an aqueduct do? Why might it have been important to build an aqueduct like the one

shown in SOURCE 2?
2. HS3 Examine SOURCE 3. What shapes can you see repeated in these images? What evidence is there in

these images that suggests art and mathematics were closely linked?
3. HS3 Describe some of the activities being conducted in SOURCE 4. What does this tell us about the

Ottomans?
4. HS3 Study SOURCE 5.

(a) What had actually happened to the boy?
(b) What three animals are mentioned?
(c) What did the mother fear had happened to him?

5. HS3 Carefully read SOURCE 6.
(a) In the first stanza, what does the poet say is the main reason for learning?
(b) How is the second stanza connected with religion?
(c) What does the poet include in the first line of the last stanza? (This was a common practice in Ottoman

poetry of this period.) Why might this have been done?
6. HS3 Using SOURCE 8 and the information in the text, which parts of the world do most of the followers of

Islam live in today?
7. HS3 Compare SOURCE 8 with some of the maps from earlier in the topic that show where Islam originated.

(a) Is Islam still prevalent in the areas where it started?
(b) Where has Islam spread to since 750 CE?

8. HS6 What aspects might make the mosque shown in SOURCE 7 an ‘architecturally and culturally’
significant building?

9. HS3 Choose two of the historical sources used in this subtopic and evaluate their usefulness and reliability.
When completing your evaluation, remember to describe the strengths and weaknesses of each source.

10. HS3 SOURCES 5 and 6 are both examples of Ottoman literature, yet the stories they relate are quite
different. Compare and contrast these sources by discussing their meaning, intended audience and
purpose. You may wish to use a table to assist you in answering this question.

11. HS4 Identify and explain three ways in which the Ottoman Empire has influenced modern society. Include a
ranking of these influences in your answer.

12. HS6 What do you believe was the most significant contribution of the Ottoman Empire to the medieval
world?

13. HS6 What do you believe was the most significant contribution of the Ottoman Empire to the modern
world?

14. HS6 ‘The Ottoman Empire does not deserve to be remembered in the same way as the empires of Rome
and Greece.’ Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Justify your response.

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

5.11 SkillBuilder: Evaluating Ottoman Empire sources

Why should we test the accuracy, usefulness
and reliability of Ottoman Empire sources?
We need to be very careful when using sources as they may be biased, or
those who produced them may have been forced to tell only one side of
the story.

Select your learnON format to access:
• an explanation of the skill (Tell me)
• a step-by-step process to develop the skill, with an
example (Show me)

• an activity to allow you to practise the skill (Let me do it)
• questions to consolidate your understanding of the skill.
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5.12 Thinking Big research project:
Ottoman Empire documentary

SCENARIO
You are a filmmaker and your next exciting project is to
make a documentary about the historical legacies of
the Ottoman Empire. Research the style and features of
other documentaries to help create your film.

Select your learnON format to access:
• the full project scenario
• details of the project task
• resources to guide your project work
• an assessment rubric.

Resources

projectsPLUS Thinking Big research project: Ottoman Empire documentary (pro-0161)

5.13 Review

5.13.1 Key knowledge summary
Use this dot point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

5.13.2 Reflection
Reflect on your learning using the activities and resources provided.

Resources

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-31328)

Crossword (doc-31329)

Interactivity The Ottoman Empire crossword (int-7587)

KEY TERMS
caliph in Islamic countries, the chief civil and religious ruler and a successor to the Prophet Mohammed
concubine a secondary wife, but usually of a lower social status and so not legally able to be married to a man in

a position of power
dowry a payment of money or goods as part of a marriage agreement
eunuch a castrated man, especially one formerly employed by Oriental rulers as a harem guard or palace official
harem the women in a Muslim household, including the mother, sisters, wives, concubines, daughters,

entertainers and servants
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revelation a communication or message from God
Sultan the king or sovereign of an Islamic country
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5.11 SkillBuilder: Evaluating Ottoman Empire sources
5.11.1 Tell me
Sources of information on the Ottomans
As we have seen throughout this topic, there is a great variety of sources available to inform us about the
Ottomans. Buildings, poems, artwork and other evidence survive from Ottoman times.

However, we cannot simply look at a source and draw a conclusion. Remember the picture of Suleiman
the Magnificent created by someone who had never seen him or the description of the coffee houses
where the author used the word ‘thousand’ a lot? These examples show we need to be very careful when
using such sources as they may describe events in very different ways. This is because the creators of the
sources may have been biased or they may have been forced to tell only one side of the story. They could be
exaggerating to make their point, or words might have different meanings in different cultures or contexts.
Historians often have to deal with gaps in evidence and this too can contribute to different interpretations of
events.

Historians need to study a document or image closely in order to determine its suitability as a historical
source. This involves an analysis of a source’s strengths and weaknesses. Only after we test the accuracy,
usefulness and reliability of a source can we truly know its value to a historical investigation.

5.11.2 Show me
How to interpret sources on the Ottomans
To be good historians, we need to be armed with the skills to interpret sources. We need to look critically at
the source and ask ourselves several crucial questions:
1. Who made the source?
2. When was it made?
3. What do we know about the person who made it?
4. Is it a primary or a secondary source?
5. Can we tell if the source is accurate? Are there clues in the source that may suggest it is something

other than a factual description?
6. What conclusions can we draw from the source?
7. Is the source useful? How does it assist our investigation?
8. Is the source reliable?

Interpreting written and visual sources
Read SOURCE 1. This is a description by the Greek historian Critobulus (c. 1410–1470) of the construction
of the Topkapi Palace. He lived through the Ottoman destruction of the Byzantine Empire and later wrote an
account of the rise of the Ottomans, their conquests and the early years of the rule of Sultan Mehmet II. His
work is dedicated to the sultan. He lived on the island of Imbros and helped negotiate the peaceful handover
of several islands to the control of the Ottomans.

SOURCE 1 From Critobulus of Imbros, quoted in Architecture, Ceremonial, and Power: The Topkapi Palace in the
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries by G. Necipoglu, Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press, 1991, p. 8

[The sultan] took care to summon the very best workmen from everywhere — masons and stonecutters and
carpenters . . . For he was constructing great edifices which were to be worth seeing and should in every respect
vie with the greatest and best of the past. For this reason he needed to give them the most careful oversight as to
workmen and materials of many kinds and the best quality, and he also was concerned with the very many and
great expenses and outlays.

Let’s apply our questions to interpret this source.
1. Who made the source? Critobulus of Imbros
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2. When was it made? The fifteenth century
3. What do we know about the person who made it? He was a Byzantine citizen who witnessed the

Ottoman takeover.
4. Is it a primary or a secondary source? This is a primary source as it comes from the period

being studied.
5. Can we tell if the source is accurate? Are there clues in the source that may suggest it is something

other than a factual description? This source may be accurate as it comes from a person who was
there at the time. However, the author seems to have approved of the Ottoman takeover, even to the
extent of dedicating his work to the sultan. This may mean his account is biased.

6. What conclusions can we draw from the source? The palace was expensive to build, only the best
craftsmen were used and the sultan took a great interest in the project.

7. Is the source useful? How does it assist our investigation? Being a primary source, albeit one that may
be biased, this source is useful to our investigation.

8. Is the source reliable? Critobulus lived through the Ottoman conquest of the Byzantine Empire and, as
such, he would have witnessed events firsthand. Although his account may be biased, it is still
extremely valuable.

What if the source was an image, such as a work of art? The same questions can be just as usefully
applied to a work of art. Study SOURCE 2.

SOURCE 2 A painting depicting the entry of Mehmet II
into Constantinople after its capture in 1453. This picture
was painted by the French artist Jean-Joseph Benjamin-
Constant in 1876. The artist had grown to appreciate the
Islamic and Eastern cultures after a journey to Morocco in
1872.
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1. Who made the source? Jean-Joseph Benjamin-Constant
2. When was it made? 1876
3. What do we know about the person who made it? He was a French artist.
4. Is it a primary or a secondary source? This source was created many years after the event being

depicted, so it is a secondary source.
5. Can we tell if the source is accurate? Are there clues in the source that may suggest it is something

other than a factual description? This source was created well after the event by a person who was not
there. It is known the artist had an affinity with the culture he was portraying; therefore, the work may
be biased.

6. What conclusions can we draw from the source? The capture of Constantinople was viewed as a
significant event, both at the time it happened and hundreds of years later.

7. Is the source useful? How does it assist our investigation? Although historians usually prefer to use
primary sources, secondary sources such as SOURCE 2 still have their usefulness. Paintings and artistic
depictions of historical events allow us to visualise what might have taken place. In this way, SOURCE 2

is indeed useful to our investigation.
8. Is the source reliable? The painting in SOURCE 2 is an artistic depiction of a historical event and as such

is not strictly speaking reliable for our historical investigation of the Ottoman Empire.

5.11.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

5.11 ACTIVITIES
1. Use the following questions to interpret SOURCES 3 and 4.

(a) Who made the source?
(b) When was it made?
(c) What do we know about the person who made it?
(d) Is it a primary or a secondary source?
(e) Can we tell if the source is accurate? Are there clues in the source that may suggest it is something other

than a factual description?
(f) What conclusions can we draw from the source?
(g) Is the source useful? How does it assist our investigation?
(h) Is the source reliable?

SOURCE 3 An account from the French ambassador Philippe du Fresne-Canaye who led an embassy in
1573 to the Ottoman Empire (quoted in Architecture, Ceremonial, and Power: The Topkapi Palace in the
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries by G. Necipoglu, Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press, 1991,
pp. 64–6)

At the right hand was seated the Agha of Janissaries, very near the gate, and next to him some of the
highest grandees of the court. The Ambassador saluted them with his head and they got up from their seats
and bowed to him. And at a given moment all the Janissaries and other soldiers who had been standing
upright and without weapons along the wall of that court did the same, in such a way that seeing so many
turbans incline together was like observing a fast field of ripe corn moving gently under the light puff of
Zephyr . . . We looked with great pleasure and even greater admiration at this frightful number of Janissaries
and other soldiers standing all along the walls of this court, with hands joined in front in the manner of
monks, in such silence that it seemed we were not looking at men but statues. And they remained immobile
in that way more than seven hours, without talking or moving. Certainly it is most impossible to comprehend
this discipline and this obedience when one has not seen it . . .
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SOURCE 4 A seventeenth-century German watercolour depicting a Turkish bath and steam
room in Constantinople. Such baths were important in Ottoman culture during the seventeenth
century.

2. Based on your analysis of the sources in this SkillBuilder, answer the following questions:
(a) Identify the primary and secondary sources in this SkillBuilder.
(b) Which sources do you believe are the most useful and why?
(c) Which sources do you believe are the most reliable and why?
(d) Do any of the sources contain bias? If so, which source has the strongest bias?
(e) In your opinion, what kind of historical source provides the best insight into an event?
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5.13 Review
5.13.1 Key knowledge summary
5.2 Examining the evidence

• To discover information about the Ottoman Empire, archaeologists and historians can study written
sources, artwork, oral traditions and archaeological discoveries.

• Ottoman architecture, such as the Topkapi Palace, is a rich source of information about the Ottoman
lifestyle, culture and technology.

5.3 Origins of the Empire

• The rise of the Ottoman Empire can be linked to the growth of Islam and influence of Mohammed,
who was the founder of the religion.

• Initial uncertainty about and, in some cases, fear of the influence of Mohammed halted the spread of
Islam for a time.

• In a way, Mohammed’s exile and subsequent return was a turning point in the development of the
Islamic religion.

5.4 The golden age of Islam

• While academic and cultural developments stagnated in much of Europe during the medieval period,
the Islamic (and later the Ottoman) Empire became a centre for knowledge and learning.

• Translated copies of Greek and Roman scholars fuelled developments in science, mathematics,
astronomy, literature, art and architecture.

5.5 The beginnings of the Ottoman Empire

• A series of wars in nearby states left those states vulnerable to outside forces, exposing new lands and
territories to Islam and Ottoman culture.

• The Ottoman’s role in trade and a highly organised Ottoman army and well-planned military strategies
assisted the expansion of the empire.

• As the Ottoman Empire expanded, strategies and policies were developed to help control conquered
peoples, including religious tolerance and the invention of taxation systems.

• By allowing conquered people and nations to retain their religious beliefs and customs, Ottoman rulers
gained respect and reduced the possibility of revolt and disobedience.

5.6 The Black Death and the Ottoman Empire

• The rapid expansion of the early Ottoman Empire was negatively affected by the Crusades. Launched
partially in response to the capture of Jerusalem and other holy cities, the Crusades were aimed at
restoring Christian rule to the area.

• For over two hundred years, control of the Middle East slipped from one group to the other, all the
while affecting the Ottomans’ plans for imperial expansion.

• The Ottoman Empire was also affected by several waves of the Black Death. Although the disease did
not have the same impact on the Ottomans as it did on much of Europe, a significant number of
Ottoman citizens were killed by the Black Death.

5.7 The fall of Constantinople

• A significant moment in the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the Battle of Constantinople was seen as one
of the most significant events in Ottoman history.

• Complex military strategies were used to overcome the once-mighty Byzantine forces that occupied
the city.

• The eventual fall of Constantinople is also used to mark the final chapter of the Roman Empire.

5.8 Suleiman the Magnificent

• Several Ottoman rulers’ incredible accomplishments contributed to the expansion of the Empire. Yet
out of these rulers, the impact of Suleiman the Magnificent remains the most significant.
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• Ruling from 1520 until his death in 1566, Suleiman (also known as ‘the Lawgiver’) conquered much
of eastern Europe, oversaw incredible academic and cultural achievements, and implemented
revolutionary social and legal changes that united followers of Islam.

5.9 Life in the Ottoman Empire

• Ottoman social, cultural, economic, environmental and political features were largely formed on the
basis of their nomadic background.

• Due to a history of nomadic wandering and trade, Ottoman villages and cities grew to reflect the
traditional caravanserai that dotted the area.

• Bazaars and coffee shops quickly became important focal points of Ottoman life. Control over these
and other social features also became a crucial element of a sultan’s rule.

5.10 Ottoman art, architecture and literature

• The achievements of the Ottomans were so important that many historians believe that the origins of
the Renaissance stem from the scholars of this incredible empire.

• The building programs of Suleiman the Magnificent and his advisor and architect, Sinan, have left
lasting legacies around the Middle East.

• The artistic and architectural styles developed during this time quickly spread around the Islamic and
Western worlds.
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A timeline of the Ottoman Empire

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

1600

1700

600

700

500

570

Birth of Mohammed

632

Death of Mohammed

711

Islamic forces conquer Spain.

717

Advancing Islamic forces defeated at Constantinople

732

Islamic forces defeat France at the Battle of Tours.

1402

The Ottomans are defeated by the Mongols.

1452–53

Sultan Mehmet II of the Ottoman Empire captures

Constantinople.

1683

Ottoman forces again defeated in Vienna. This is seen by

many as the beginning of the decline of the Ottoman

Empire.

610

Mohammed experiences visions and begins Qur’an

(sacred text of Islam)

7th century

Expansion of Islam across the Middle East and Africa

8th century

Early Islamic Empire at its peak; beginning of the ‘golden

age of Islam’

1298

Osman I founds the Ottoman Empire.

1459

Construction of the Topkapi Palace begins.

1529

Advancing Ottoman forces defeated at Vienna

CE

CE
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5.13.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

5.13 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
Trade, military strength and a love of learning. What influenced the rise and fall of the Ottoman Empire?
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has

your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views.

Resources

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-31328)

Crossword (doc-31329)

Interactivity The Ottoman Empire crossword (int-7587)

KEY TERMS
caliph in Islamic countries, the chief civil and religious ruler and a successor to the Prophet Mohammed
concubine a secondary wife, but usually of a lower social status and so not legally able to be married to a man in
a position of power
dowry a payment of money or goods as part of a marriage agreement
eunuch a castrated man, especially one formerly employed by Oriental rulers as a harem guard or palace official
harem the women in a Muslim household, including the mother, sisters, wives, concubines, daughters,
entertainers and servants
revelation a communication or message from God
Sultan the king or sovereign of an Islamic country
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