
6.13 Review
6.13.1 Key knowledge summary
6.2 Examining the evidence• Legends of the rise of South-East Asian states are unreliable.• Inscriptions provide our only written primary sources from the Khmers.• Written primary sources from other societies that had contact with the Khmers provide more

information.• Khmer archaeological sources provide much evidence.

6.3 Environment and peoples• The geographical features of South-East Asia provided conditions necessary for the rise of civilisations
along rivers, including Angkor and the Khmer Empire.• There were many different peoples and cultures in the region.

6.4 The historical setting• Several states arose in mainland South-East Asia between the first century and the twelfth century.• There were contacts and conflicts between the South-East Asian states.• The expansion of the Khmer Empire was aided by conflicts between rival states.

6.5 The rise of Angkor and the Khmer Empire• Jayavarman II founded the Khmer kingdom in 802 and built Hindu temples.• Under his successors, reservoirs were built in the Angkor area and the Khmers began to have conflicts
with Champa.• Angkor Wat was built under Suryavarman II.• Jayavarman VII defeated the Chams, introduced Mahayana Buddhism, built Angkor Thom and
expanded the Khmer Empire to its largest extent. He is regarded as the greatest of the Khmer kings.

6.6 Religious values and beliefs• Animism, Hinduism and Buddhism all played a part in shaping the beliefs and values of the Khmers.• Khmer culture was strongly influenced by the art, architecture and literature of Hinduism and
Buddhism from India and Sri Lanka but the styles were changed when the Khmers adopted them.

6.7 Khmer society• Khmer society was very unequal, with kings and nobles having great power.• Khmer women carried out a huge range of trades and many became dancers.• The ordinary people provided the food surplus that supported the ruling classes. They also provided
soldiers for wars and labour for building reservoirs and temples.

6.8 Angkor’s buildings• The city of Angkor had a million people grouped around it in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.• Angkor Wat is the world’s largest religious structure.• Angkor Thom’s Bayon Temple has over 11 000 carved figures with scenes of war and everyday life.

6.9 Decline and fall: the historical debate• After the death of Jayavarman VII, temple-building ceased and the Khmers lost territory.• There are several factors that could have contributed to Angkor’s decline and fall. They include
environmental damage, climate change, religious changes and attacks by the Tais.

6.10 Legacies of the Khmer Empire• The Khmer Empire left significant legacies for Cambodia, including Angkor with its temples and other
historical sites.• The Khmer Empire’s legacies also include its influences on the cultures of other South-East Asian
states, especially Thailand and Laos.
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c. 550–800

Early kingdoms of Chenla in Cambodia

c. 100–300

Traders bring Hinduism and Buddhism from

southern India and Sri Lanka to South-East Asia.

900–1000

Tai peoples migrate from southern China into

northern Thailand, Burma and Laos. Burmese

migrate from southern China into northern Burma.

802–35

Jayavarman II founds the Khmer Empire in

Cambodia.

c. 889–900

Yasovarman I moves the Khmer capital to the

Angkor area.

939

Viets expel China from Vietnam.

c. 1113–50

Suryavarman II builds Angkor Wat.

1238

Thais rebel against Khmer rule and found a kingdom

at Sukhothai.

1295

Srindravarman deposes Jayavarman VIII and introduces

Theravada Buddhism.

1327

The Classical Period ends with the last known inscription on

a pillar.

1181–1215

Khmer Empire reaches its greatest extent under

Jayavarman VII.

1283

Jayavarman VIII pays tribute to Kublai Khan’s

Mongols to avoid war.

1296–7

Chinese diplomat Zhou Daguan visits Cambodia.

1431

Thais sack Angkor and it is abandoned by the Khmer

rulers.
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6.13.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

3.17 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Interactivity Angkor and the Khmer Empire (c. 802–1431) (int-xxxx)

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

KEY TERMS
Buddha Siddhartha Gautama who founded Buddhism in the sixth century BCE
Buddhist to do with Buddhism; a follower of Buddhism
cult a system of religious worship
epic a long story in verse narrating the deeds of its hero
Hindu the most ancient of all the main world religions; originated in India
incarnation the representation of a spirit or quality in a living human
Khmer the Cambodian people
legitimate lawful or proper
linga a phallic symbol that would have originally been a feature of most Hindu temples
Mahayana Buddhism one of the two main forms of Buddhism that influenced mainland South-East Asia
mausoleums a huge tomb
nirvana in Buddhism, the perfect state; free of suffering and desire
nobles the aristocracy; hereditary privileged class
pious devout, very religious
protectorate when stronger states protect and control weaker states
Reincarnation being continuously born and reborn in other lives
ruling class kings, nobles and high officials
Sanskrit ancient and sacred language of India
slash and burn agriculture a nomadic form of farming in which people clear part of a forest, grow crops, harvest
them and then move on to repeat this in another place
Tai ethnic groups that migrated from southern China into northern mainland South-East Asia from the tenth century
Theravada Buddhism one of the two main forms of Buddhism that influenced mainland South-East Asia
Tonle Sap the largest freshwater lake in South-East Asia
vassal state a state whose ruler acknowledges a foreign ruler as his overlord
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