
7.14 Review
7.14.1 Key knowledge summary
7.2 Examining the evidence• There are a number of primary and secondary sources from which historians draw their knowledge of

the Mongols of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.• There are official records such as the official history commissioned by the khan, as well as the writings
of explorers who visited the Mongol Empire from Europe, such as Marco Polo.• There is a lot of surviving artwork, from calligraphy to paintings that depict both ordinary life and
famous battles. Some of these were painted at the time and some in the centuries after.• There are many artefacts such as jewellery, tools and other everyday objects.

7.3 Life in imperial China before the Mongol conquest• The ruling family before the Mongols were the Song who ruled from 960 CE.• Under the Song a strong civilian government was built up, leading to a period of peace during which
the population grew significantly.• As a result of the peace under the Song, the cities became busy and bustling places, with a lot of trade.• Song cities were built in the shape of a square with strong defensive walls. The houses were grouped
together and there was organised rubbish and waste collection.• There were many peasants living traditional agricultural lives, who were bound to the land through
farming.• The family was a strong unit, with loyalty to the family coming over loyalty to even the government.• During the Song dynasty inventions flourished, many of which eventually spread to the Western world
such as gunpowder and printing.• The peace of the Song dynasty opened it to weakness, as their enemies grew stronger through war with
other tribes.• Eventually the Jurchen murdered members of the imperial family and drove the Song out of northern
China, establishing their dynasty in Beijing and leaving southern China to the Song until eventually
they were defeated by the Mongols.

7.4 The Mongol people and their land• The Mongols were a nomadic tribal people from the cold and barren lands of Mongolia to the north
and west of China.• The Mongol region was too cold and dry for crops so the tribes raised animals, such as herds of cattle,
goats, yaks and sheep.• The lives of the Mongol people were harsh, with few luxuries, and shaped by the seasons.• The Mongols used camels and oxen for carrying things. However, horses were their most treasured
asset, used for transport, hunting and warfare.• The Mongols were powerful and seasoned warriors.• They lived in small clans who formed a tribe, ruled by a chieftain, or Khan.• Many of the links within the tribe were formed by marriage connections.• Women managed the daily camp life and were valued for this.

7.5 The rise of Temujin• Temujin was born around 1162, the son of a warrior and minor chieftain.• Temujin’s father died when he was young and his mother Yulun raised Temujin, instructing him in the
skills of a warrior.• He was a striking young man who developed his reputation as a fierce leader.• Temujin became tribal chief and in 1206 was elected the khan, leader over his fellow tribal chieftains,
taking the name Genghis Khan, meaning the ‘universal ruler’.

Pdf_Folio:45

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Victorian Curriculum, Topic 7

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



• To ensure stability, Genghis Khan used the three ties that held these nomadic warriors together:
marriage, sworn brotherhood and friendship.• Genghis Khan began a military campaign that saw him control a major section of the trading route, the
Silk Road, and gave his army direct access to China.

7.6 The Mongol army• The Mongol tribes made up a mighty army of tough and disciplined horsemen.• Genghis Khan successfully invaded China in 1211.• Mongol soldiers were equipped with a variety of weapons, such as lances, bows, swords and daggers,
as well as a shield, helmet and armour made of leather and iron.• Their horses were stout and hardy animals who could survive bitter winters and each soldier had five,
which meant that they could travel long distances rapidly.• Genghis Khan reorganised the army, increasing its strict discipline, creating tightly drilled units. This
strict code of discipline was written onto scroll called the Yasa.• The Mongols moved across western Asia, defeating all who resisted, beginning with northern China
and moving west.• When Genghis Khan died in 1227 his empire was divided between four of his sons and grandsons.• Eventually one grandson, Kublai Khan, stood out and took over, advancing further into southern
China, defeating the Song.• In 1276 the final victory was complete. The Mongol Empire stretched from the Arctic Ocean to the
Persian Gulf, and from Hungary to Korea.

7.7 Mongol rule — the Yuan dynasty• When he became emperor of China, Kublai Khan named his new dynasty Yuan, meaning ‘creative
force’.• He established the capitol in what is now Beijing and established a government that blended the
Mongol and Chinese traditions.• He appointed a General Secretariat to enforce his laws and ensure efficient government.• He worked hard at rebuilding China after the decades of war and conquest and he rebuilt trade
connections out of China.• He encouraged the printing of books and the spread of knowledge.• Kublai Khan built himself a magnificent palace on the site of the ancient city of Chung-tu, and a
summer palace in Mongolia in Xanadu.

7.8 Culture and beliefs at the khan’s court• Kublai Khan’s wife and mother influenced him in accepting the Chinese belief system in order to rule
over the 100 million people of Yuan China.• His court became a place where scholars and religious leaders debated matters and ideas, and where
art and culture flourished.• The three main religions in the Song dynasty were Confucianism, Daoism and Buddhism; these were
all tolerated in the Mongol court.• Painting, poetry and calligraphy flourished as well. A group of painters known as the literati depicted
nature as they experienced it and were very influential on future artists.• The court was a vibrant place, welcoming of visitors and the khan encouraged free exchange of ideas,
making it quite multicultural and tolerant for its time.

7.9 The travels of Marco Polo• In 1260 two Italian brothers travelled from Venice and took the long and dangerous journey along the
Silk Road to China.• The brothers were welcomed at the court of Kublai Khan and eventually returned home as
ambassadors for the Yuan dynasty.• In 1271, the Polo brothers returned, this time with Nicolo’s son Marco.
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• Marco spent the next seventeen or so years of his life as the khan’s trusted advisor and ambassador,
travelling around the Yuan empire on the khan’s business.• When he eventually returned to Europe, he joined the Venetian navy. During a skirmish with the
Genoese he was taken prisoner and it was here that he told the tale of his travels to the writer
Rusticello of Pisa, who went on to write The Travels of Marco Polo.• Many people questioned the truth of Marco’s stories but he stuck by them, inspiring many others who
followed him in later years.

7.10 Defeat of the Mongol Empire• In the years following Kublai Khan’s death, the Yuan leadership was constantly changing and this
weakened the empire.• The Mongols thought the Yuan leaders too Chinese and the Chinese thought them too Mongol.• The leaders became corrupt and weak. With the leadership weakening, the Mongol clans began
fighting with each other again.• China was also hit by a series of natural disasters that led to great suffering for the Chinese peasants.
As the Chinese hatred of the Mongols grew, there was a growth in planned rebellions.• A peasant rebel leader Zhu Yuanzhang began a takeover of strategically important cities, eventually
capturing Beijing and declaring himself the first emperor of the Ming dynasty, meaning ‘brilliance’.• The mighty Mongol Empire had fallen only a century after the death of Genghis Khan.

7.11 The Mongol legacy• Western scholars refer to the period of the Mongol dynasty as Pax Mongolica, or Mongolian Peace,
because the period of relative peace allowed the barrier between the East and the West to be crossed by
trade and an exchange of ideas.• Under the rule of the khan, different ideas were tolerated and many different belief systems were
brought together.• Ideas from China were passed to Europe, such as printing, new methods of paper-making, the
magnetic compass, gunpowder and porcelain, as well as the concept of paper money.• The Mongol Empire flourished in many ways, but there were still many Chinese people who suffered
under the Mongol rule, with the Chinese population dropping from 120 million at the start of the
Mongol Empire to 85 million by the end of the Yuan dynasty.
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7.14.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

7.14 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Heading 3 Content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Mongol expansion (c. 1206–1368) crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
ambassadors an authorised messenger or representative
blockaded the shutting off of a location to prevent entry or exit
cavalry a unit of the army mounted on horseback
chador a dark dress or cloak that covers the body and face below the eyes
civil servants a person who works for the public
civilian an ordinary citizen
couriers a messenger, often carrying important government documents
distillation the purification or concentration of a substance
dykes a barrier or bank of earth for controlling water of the sea or river
dynasty a sequence of rulers from the same family
granaries a storehouse for grain
imperial the rule of an emperor or something belonging to an empire
literacy to be able to read and write
magistrates a minor judicial officer
mandate a command or order from a superior power
mercenaries a soldier who fights for money rather than for patriotic reasons
metre arrangement of words in measured, patterned or rhythmic lines or verses
mutton the flesh of a mature sheep used as food
occupation invasion, conquest, and control of a nation or territory by foreign armed forces
piety religious devotion
porters a person who carries luggage and heavy loads
reconnaissance a search made to gain military information
rickshaw a small two-wheeled vehicle pulled by a man
sieges capturing a protected place by surrounding it and cutting off supplies
steppe a vast plain without trees
tribute a tax or regular payment given to ensure protection or peace
wards a district in a city or town
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