
8.16 Review
8.16.1 Key knowledge summary
8.2 Examining the evidence• Japanese architecture tells us a lot about the way people lived.• Artworks such as paintings provide evidence of the way people lived in feudal Japan.• Great works of literature often describe important events and peoples’ lifestyles.• Government documents were kept as National Treasures.• Many traditional festivals and ceremonies survive today, giving us a view of some important traditions.

8.3 Ancient and Classical Japan• The first Japanese state was established by the Yamato clan around the town of Nara.• During the Classical period, Buddhism was firmly established and the first great works of literature
appeared.• Land reform was attempted in the seventh century CE but was abandoned as emperors granted land to
their supporters.• In 794 CE, the emperor moved his capital to Heian-kyo (modern Kyoto), beginning the Heian period.• The Heian period saw growth in the power and importance of the daimyo and the samurai.

8.4 The rise of the shoguns• Disputes arose in 1180 over the succession to the imperial throne, leading to a civil war.• The Minamoto clan supported the successful claimant to the throne and its leader Yoritomo was
appointed shogun in 1192.• From 1192, power passed from the emperor to the shogun for 700 years.• The shoguns became so powerful because they were able to command military forces and maintain
order.

8.5 Challenges to shogunate rule• The period of the Kamakura shogunate brought stability to Japan and saw the spread of Buddhism and
the flourishing of arts and culture.• In 1274 and 1281, the Mongols attempted to invade from China but the invading ships were wrecked
by fierce storms.• The Kamakura shoguns were unable to pay their samurai warriors, who then supported an attempt to
restore the emperor to power.• The Kamakura shogunate lost power, to be replaced by the Ashikaga clan as shoguns.• In 1464, a dispute between two members of the Ashikaga clan led to civil war and a hundred years of
instability known as the age of the warring states.• Order and unity was restored through the military conquests of the three great unifiers: Oda Nobunaga,
Toyotomi Hideyoshi and Tokugawa Ieyasu.

8.6 The Tokugawa shogunate• In 1603, Tokugawa Ieyasu became shogun, establishing the Tokugawa shogunate that would last for
over 250 years.• During the period of the Tokugawa shogunate, the shogun closely controlled all international trade.• The Tokugawa shoguns also set up processes to isolate Japan from the rest of the world, in order to
maintain the traditional Japanese way of life.

8.7 Japanese feudal society• Feudal society divided Japan into rigid social classes, with the emperor and the noble daimyo at the
top of the class structure.• The most powerful of the daimyo was the shogun, who was the effective ruler of Japan.
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• Below the daimyo were the samurai, ronin, peasants and artisans, with merchants at the bottom of the
shi-no-ko-sho structure.• Outside the class system were the lowest of all: the eta and the hinin.

8.8 The samurai• The samurai class was established to serve the daimyo and provide them military support.• The samurai followed a warrior code known as bushido.• Samurai boys were raised to become warriors and were trained from a young age.• A samurai girl was trained to be a faithful wife and mother, and was expected to control her household
when her husband was away at war.• Ronin were members of the samurai class that did not have a daimyo master to serve.• The samurai gradually lost influence when their methods of fighting became obsolete and the peaceful
period of the Tokugawa shogunate gave them no opportunities to fight.

8.9 The role of women• The Pillow Book, written during the Heian period, gives us an insight into the lives of women in feudal
Japan.• Women in feudal Japan lived only about 27 years on average and often suffered from diseases and
difficulties during childbirth.• Marriages were arranged between families and the wife would move to live with her husband’s family.• Geishas were trained in art, music, dance and interesting conversation, and they entertained their
clients with these skills.

8.10 Arts and culture• Japanese painting was influenced by Chinese styles and often depicted religious scenes.• Japanese calligraphy was an art in itself and a highly prized skill.• Woodblock printing was a popular and highly skilled art form that reached its peak in the eighteenth
century with the work of artists such as Katsushika Hokusai.• Lacquer work produced many fine objects and was achieved by painting many thin layers over objects
made from wood, bamboo or pottery.• Pottery was created both for useful purposes such as food storage and decorative purposes.• The Tokugawa period saw the blooming of the performing arts, such as kabuki theatre.

8.11 Land use under the Tokugawa shoguns• The primary use of land throughout the feudal period in Japan was farming, particularly the growing
of rice.• The Tokugawa period saw a rapid expansion in the amount of land under cultivation.• By the seventeenth century, Japan began to experience a deforestation problem, so a variety of
measures were put in place to make forestry more sustainable.

8.12 Foreign devils• By the nineteenth century, Western nations were expanding their empires and wanted to trade with
Japan.• In 1853, Commodore Perry threatened the Japanese government with military action if trade was not
opened to the West.• The Tokugawa shoguns were no longer powerful enough to resist foreign invaders and some clans
supported the return of the emperor to supreme power.

8.13 Emperor Meiji and modern Japan• In 1868, Emperor Meiji went from Kyoto to Tokyo to claim power.• A number of clans loyal to the Tokugawa shoguns resisted the restoration of power to the emperor but
were defeated during the Boshin civil war.• Emperor Meiji set out to modernise Japan and sent missions to other countries to learn of new
technology.• By the beginning of the twentieth century, Japan had become a modern and powerful nation.
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8.16.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

8.16 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Heading 3 Content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Japan under the shoguns (c. 794–1867) crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
archipelago a group of islands
artisans a skilled worker who produces handmade items
beri-beri a disease caused by a lack of vitamin B
biwa a four-stringed Japanese musical instrument
brocade a rich silk fabric with a raised pattern
bushido the way of the warrior; the rules that prescribed correct behaviour for all samurai
calligraphy the art of beautiful handwriting
centralised control of a country from one central location
civil war a war between two competing groups within one country
clan a large group of closely related people
conscript a person ordered by the government to do compulsory military duty
daimyo great feudal lord of Japan during the Classical and shogunate periods
deliberative having the power to make decisions
diet the name given to a law-making assembly in some countries
domains the territory ruled by a daimyo, including the farming and fishing villages within it
glazed a substance fused onto pottery to give it a glass-like appearance
hostages a person kept for security
jujutsu a traditional Japanese system of physical training and unarmed combat
kabuki a colourful form of theatre combining play-acting, dance and music
kana a writing system that represents Japanese syllables
kilns an oven used at high temperatures to heat and harden ceramic items
monochrome varying tones of a single colour, usually black and grey
monopoly an organisation or group that has complete control of something
muskets a muzzle-loading gun with a long barrel
origami the art of folding paper into different shapes and designs
palanquins a sort of couch for transporting passengers, with long poles on each side so that servants could carry it

on their shoulders
regents a person appointed to rule a country if a monarch is too young or ill to do so
ronin a wandering samurai who had no lord or master
Sake a Japanese alcoholic drink made from fermented rice; sometimes known as rice wine
samurai the warrior class in Japan during the Classical and shogunate periods
seppuku a form of ritual suicide, carried out by disembowelling oneself (cutting open the abdomen) with a sword
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shaman a person who claims to communicate with evil spirits through mystic rituals
Shinto an ancient Japanese religion that believes in nature spirits and ancestor worship
shogun literally ‘barbarian-conquering great general’; the Japanese emperor’s chief military adviser and hereditary

commander-in-chief, with the duty to protect Japan from foreign invasion
tariffs a tax on goods imported from a foreign country
tea ceremony an ancient Japanese ritual of serving and drinking tea
treaty a formal agreement between two or more nations
tributary a state that gives payment to another state or ruler
tuberculosis a serious and infectious disease that affects the lungs
typhoons name given to big tropical storms in the Pacific or Indian ocean
vassals a person who holds land for a lord, and in return pledges loyalty and service to him
washi handmade paper created from the bark or fibre of various shrubs, grasses or trees
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