
9.12 Review
9.12.1 Key knowledge summary
9.2 Examining the evidence• Polynesian societies did not keep written records.• Our knowledge of their history comes from artefacts such as pottery, spears and jewellery and from

oral sources such as myths and legends that have been handed down.• There have been attempts to record Polynesian history from a Polynesian perspective because much of
the recent evidence comes from sources with a European standpoint.

9.3 The Polynesian triangle• Polynesians originally came from South-East Asia to populate the areas known as Melanesia and
Micronesia.• A large triangular area of the Pacific — from Hawaii in the north, New Zealand in the south and Easter
Island in the East — shows the extent of exploration undertaken by the Polynesians.• Polynesian explorers have traversed the largest expanse of water on the planet with significant skill
despite their basic sailing vessels.

9.4 Rapa Nui• By 700 CE, Polynesians had settled the area now known as Easter Island (Rapa Nui).• They created a unique society in terms of their religious beliefs and customs, and even developed a
form of writing.• They exhausted the resources of the region and by the time European exploration had reached Easter
Island, the society was in decline and the environment had been negatively affected.

9.5 Discovery of the land of the long white cloud• Polynesian explorers reached the area now known as New Zealand sometime between 800 and
1130 CE.• The Maori people trace their heritage to the seven waka, or canoes, that brought the seven iwi, or
tribes, from Hawaii.• The Maori developed their culture and society over the next millennium and gradually inhabited large
tracts of what they called Aotearoa — the land of the long white cloud.

9.6 Maori society — an overview• Maori people were organised into a clear hierarchical structure.• The structure was based around the importance of village life — the pa.• Women in Maori society played a role in leadership of the community as well as nurturing the youth.• Warfare was a normal part of Maori life and status was often earned through battle prowess.• Alongside warfare, Maori tribes traded precious stones and craft.• Maori actions were dictated by a strict cultural and religious code called tapu.

9.7 People and the environment• New Zealand was once part of the supercontinent Pangaea but over millions of years it broke away to
form one of the most remote areas of the world.• The inaccessibility of New Zealand allowed unique species to flourish.• Maori settlement had a distinct impact on the flora and fauna of New Zealand.• Despite awareness of resource misuse, the Maori people hunted the Moa to extinction.

9.8 Living in a Maori village• Permanent settlements became a feature and necessity of Maori existence on Aotearoa during the
fifteenth century CE.• The pa, or village, allowed improved farming techniques and population growth.• Village life fostered the development of Maori community traditions and culture.
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c. 700 CE

Polynesians settle Easter Island.

c. 40 000 BCE

Aboriginal peoples arrive in Australia.

c. 1500–1000 BCE

The Lapita people spread across Polynesia.

c. 300 CE

Polynesians settle the Marquesas and Hawaiian islands.

c. 1000 CE

Polynesians arrive in New Zealand (the arrival of the

Great Fleet).

c. 1000–1450 BCE

 Moai carved and erected on Rapa Nui.

c. 1722

Dutch navigator Jacob Roggeveen arrives on Rapa

Nui on Easter Sunday and names the island

accordingly.

c. 1600 CE

The moa bird becomes extinct, forcing the Maori

to alter their lifestyle.

1976 CE

The voyage of the Hokule’a recreates the

10 000 km sea voyage between Hawaii

and Tahiti.
1769 CE

Captain James Cook arrives in New Zealand.
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9.9 Customs and culture• Art and craft was a central feature of Maori culture.• Carvings known as whakairo show the skill and precision of Maori craftspeople.• Greenstone was mined to create hei-tiki figures, a precious Maori adornment.• Maori people exploited their environment to develop distinctive clothing and ceremonial dress.• The act of tatau, or tattooing, comes from Polynesian peoples and it was used in New Zealand to mark
rites of passage.• The first Europeans to interact with Maori were amazed by the Maori traditions and culture.

9.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

9.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Polynesian expansion across the Pacific (c. 700–1756) crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
double-hulled canoes a canoe with two connected parallel hulls — a feature that made it light, fast and stable
gourd an edible fruit with a shell that can be dried and used for storage
kinship sharing a blood relation
kumara sweet potato
taro the root of a plant that is made edible through boiling
yam a potato-like tropical plant used as food
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