
10.14 Review
10.14.1 Key knowledge summary
10.2 Examining the evidence• During the Renaissance there was renewed interest in the ideas and art of ancient Greece and Rome.• Study and innovation gave rise to new cultural expression and intellectual pursuits.• A large range of primary sources survive from the Renaissance.

10.3 The origins of the Renaissance• City-states became important centres, which encouraged the changes of the Renaissance.• New industries made a new group of men wealthy.• Wealthy individuals and groups commissioned art, architecture, literature and music.

10.4 Florence: the cradle of the Renaissance• During the Renaissance, Florence grew into a large urban centre, with a variety of profitable industries.• Lifestyles and experiences varied between social groups.• Florence was governed by members of the guilds.• Wealthy merchant families, including the Medici family, were able to manipulate the government
system and exercise considerable political power.

10.5 Venice: the serene republic• Venice became a strong naval power and centre of trade during the Renaissance.• Advances in ship-building techniques made the Venetian industry very efficient.• Venice was a republic until 1797, when Napoleon invaded.

10.6 Renaissance society• During the Renaissance, family provided guidance, advice and connections.• Social networks were important for conducting business, developing friendships and asking for
favours.• The Church played an important role in people’s lives, marking important occasions like marriage and
baptism, as well as holding feasts and festivals.• Marriages tended to be arranged between families, rather than between individuals.

10.7 Artistic stars of the Renaissance• Religious scenes continued to be popular, however, new subject matter appeared in art and sculpture.• Artists introduced new techniques, including linear perspective that showed depth more realistically.• New techniques and styles were introduced in architecture, including the introduction of columns and
arches.

10.8 The spread of the Renaissance• From the mid-fifteenth century the ideas of the Renaissance spread from Italy to Europe.• The printing press meant that books were more widely available.• The movement of artists, scholars and humanists spread ideas throughout Europe.• In the early sixteenth century English culture flourished.

10.9 A scientific revolution• During the Renaissance, students studied a broad curriculum, including poetry, music, mathematics,
rhetoric and science.• Many scientific discoveries were made during the Renaissance in areas of astronomy, medicine,
biology and mathematics among others, including the Copernicus’ model of the solar system and the
observations of Galileo using a telescope.
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10.10 The Reformation and Counter-Reformation• The Reformation began as a series of unrelated attempts to reform the Catholic Church.• One important reformer was Martin Luther, who translated the Bible from Hebrew and ancient Greek
to local languages, making the Bible accessible to many people who had not been able to read
it before.• In Switzerland, John Calvin formed a church with elected ministers instead of priests and bishops.• In England, King Henry VIII created the Church of England and replaced the Pope as its head.• In response to the Reformation, the Catholic Church experienced its own period of reform, which is
called the Counter-Reformation.

10.11 Legacies of the Renaissance• The Renaissance gave the world an enormous cultural legacy of art, sculpture, architecture, poetry
and literature.• The spirit of intellectual inquiry in humanism influenced new generations to study and create.• The advances in the fields of science and mathematics contributed to modern society.• The Reformation created several new Christian denominations that exist today.• The Bible was translated into local languages and large numbers were printed on printing presses.

10.14.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

10.14 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Heading 3 Content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Renaissance Italy (c. 1400–1600) crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
anatomical drawings drawings showing the workings of organs and systems of the body
anatomy the scientific study of the structure of the body
arsenalotti craftsmen who built ships in Venice
chastity choosing not to have sexual relationships
denominations a religious group, especially an established church
doctrine a collective teaching
dowry a payment of money or goods as part of a marriage agreement
frescoes a picture painted on a freshly plastered wall or ceiling
friar a member of a Catholic order who was supposed to live in poverty
guild an association of people engaged in a particular trade or craft for the mutual benefit of its members
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hereditary passed from parent to a child
heretics a Christian who holds views that conflict with official Church teachings
merchants a person who buys and sells goods for profit
patrons a person or institution who pays for a work to be created
philosophy the study of the principles underlying all knowledge
recant to take back a former opinion, usually with a confession that you were wrong
republics a state in which the head of the government is not a ruler who inherits his position as might a king

or emperor
Roman Inquisition a system of tribunals set up by the Catholic Church during the sixteenth century to censor

literature and prosecute people accused of heresy and other crimes
vernacular everyday language spoken by a particular group or class
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