
11.11 Review
11.11.1 Key knowledge summary
11.2 Examining the evidence• Most contemporary records of the conquest were written by the Spanish.• The sources were often subjective and focused on only one side of the story.• Few firsthand accounts of pre-Spanish Aztec life remain.

11.3 The Aztecs before Spanish arrival• Enough Aztec sources remain for us to learn that their culture was sophisticated and organised.• The Aztec Empire often warred with its neighbours.• Aztec religion was polytheistic, meaning they worshipped many gods.• Similar agricultural techniques to those used by the Aztecs are still used in Mexico today.

11.4 Columbus and the New World• Spain and Portugal were the great sea power rivals of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.• Columbus was searching for a new sea route to Asia when he ‘discovered’ the Americas.• Columbus was the first person to initiate the spread of knowledge of the ‘New World’ through Europe
but certainly was not the first to discover it.

11.5 Cortes, the conquistadors and the Aztecs• The fifteenth and sixteenth centuries was a time of rapid expansion of European empires around
the world.• In most cases, encounters between Europeans and indigenous people ended with conflict.• For nearly two centuries after the fall of the Aztec Empire other expeditions took place and brought to
an end both the Incan and Mayan civilisations.

11.6 New Spain• The Treaty of Tordesillas, signed in 1494, was an agreement between Spain and Portugal to designate
regions that each could explore freely.• The rise of the British, French and Dutch empires brought them into conflict with Spain and Portugal
over who would control the world.• Calls for independence from the regions under Spanish control brought an end to New Spain in the
nineteenth century.

11.7 Slavery in the New World• Aztecs practised slavery before the Spanish arrival but it was different to that introduced by the
Europeans.• Officially, slavery of native people in New Spain was only permitted if they refused to convert to
Catholicism.• As disease took its toll on the native people new slaves were transported from Africa through the
‘triangular trade’.

11.8 The impact and legacy of colonisation• The Spanish conquest of the Americas had short- and long-term impacts on the world; both the
Spanish and the American continents and people were changed forever.• Spain became wealthy because of its colonies in the Americas.• The 90 per cent decline in the native population of Mexico was due mainly to disease.
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A timeline of the spanish conquest of the Americas
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Aztecs settle near Lake Texcoco.

1350

Causeways and canals

of Tenochtitlan are built.

1325

City of Tenochtitlan is founded by the

Aztecs on an island in Lake Texcoco.

1400

Aztecs expand their empire by 

defeating the Tepanecs.

1469

Montezuma I dies and is succeeded by Ahuizotu.

1492

Columbus ‘discovers’ the Americas.

1502

Montezuma II becomes the ruler of the Aztecs. 

The Aztec Empire is at its most powerful.

1520–1

An outbreak of smallpox, introduced by the Europeans,

sweeps through the population of Tenochtitlan, killing

up to half the population.

1522

Tenochtitlan is rebuilt and named Mexico City.

Declared the capital of the Spanish colony 

in the Americas — ‘New Spain’.

1521

Cortes claims the city of Tenochtitlan for Spain.

1519

Cortes and the Spanish conquistadors arrive

at Tenochtitlan.

1506

Columbus dies.

1440

Montezuma I begins his rule.
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11.10.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

11.10 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Spanish conquest of the Americas (c. 1492–1572) crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
codex a pictorial book
coexist live together at the same time in the same place
conquistador one of the Spanish conquerors of Mexico in the sixteenth century
hereditary passed from parent to a child
monopoly an organisation or group that has complete control of something
New World a term used to describe the Americas
subjective based on personal feelings rather than on facts
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