
19.10 SkillBuilder: Constructing a basic
sketch map
19.10.1 Tell me
What is a basic sketch map?
A basic sketch map is a map drawn from an aerial photograph or developed during field work that identifies
the main features of an area. It is different from a précis map, in which the cartographer opts to include or
leave out certain features.

Why are basic sketch maps useful?
Basic sketch maps are used to show the key elements of an area, so other more detailed characteristics are
not shown.

They are also useful for:• summarising an idea for presentations about a feature• identifying and communicating key features or characteristics of an area.

Model

FIGURE 1 Sketch map of land use in Price Shire
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A basic sketch map has:• been drawn in pencil• not tried to show everything in great detail• been coloured using a key/legend• included BOLTSS.

19.10.2 Show me
How to construct a basic sketch map

Video eLesson SkillBuilder: Constructing a basic sketch map (eles-1661)

You will need:• an aerial photograph• a piece of paper on which to draw the map• a light grey pencil• coloured pencils• a ruler• an eraser.

Procedure:
To complete a basic sketch map from an aerial photograph of a place, complete the following steps.

FIGURE 2 Aerial photograph of Darwin, Northern Territory

Step 1
Determine the relevant area of the aerial photograph that you want to use to make a basic sketch map.

FIGURE 3 The area for the sketch map is identified.
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Step 2
Rule a border on your page within which to create your map. Keep the border the same size as the area of
the photograph you are planning to draw, to avoid scale issues.

Step 3
Identify the feature(s), and their extent, that you are going to transfer onto your basic sketch map. Look for
both natural and human features.

Step 4
Create a colour-coded key/legend for each feature and place it near the map. If you want to use appropriate
symbols, choose those too. For example, a red cross might be a suitable symbol to represent a hospital. You
can add to your key/legend as you go.

Step 5
Inside the border, draw an outline of the base features of the area, such as rivers, coastlines and major roads.
These will guide your colouring.

FIGURE 4 The base features are drawn.

Sea water Trees/vegetationDivided road Industrial towers BoatsBuildings

Step 6
Individually, take each of the features that you have identified and mark onto your base map the
approximate area that it covers. When you have completed one feature, colour it before moving to the next
feature. This will prevent confusion with colouring other features.

Step 7
You may wish to label some significant features of the sketch map. Do this neatly and horizontally.

Step 8
Complete the simplified sketch map with BOLTSS.

Checklist
I have:• drawn in pencil• not tried to show everything in great detail• used colour with a key/legend• included BOLTSS.

Interactivity Constructing a basic sketch map (int-3157)
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19.10.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

Using the aerial photograph of Darwin shown in FIGURE 2, complete a basic sketch map of the city and its
environments.

19.10 ACTIVITIES
1. Describe the natural environment of Darwin. Mention the base features that you used to make your sketch.
2. What type of buildings make up the greatest proportion of the built environment of Darwin?
3. Suggest two reasons for the focus of the city on marine activities.
4. There is vacant land to the right of the coastal road. On your sketch map, shade the land use that might

appear here in 20 years’ time. Justify your shading using labelling placed on your sketch map.
5. How does this city compare to the place in which you live?
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