
19.12 Review
19.12.1 Key knowledge summary
19.2 Urban areas and their effects on people• There are push and pull factors that determine people’s movements to cities.• Gateway cities (high foreign-born population) attract people as they provide opportunities to work.• People can experience life in cities in both positive and negative ways.• Urban challenges can include inadequate and substandard housing, lack of access to safe water and

sanitation, traffic congestion and air pollution.

19.4 Cities and megacities of the world• Most of the world’s cities are located on coastlines and major transport routes.• Dense forests, deserts and polar regions have the fewest cities.• Megacities are classified as cities with a population of 10 million or more people.• Most megacities are located in Asia.

19.5 Causes and effects of Indonesia’s urban growth• Rural–urban migration and natural population increase have changed Indonesia’s population over time.• Jakarta has experienced rapid population growth over time.

19.7 Characteristics of cities around the world• South America has experienced rapid population growth.• São Paolo in Brazil experiences rapid growth and urban issues such as congestion, slum development
and air pollution.• There are 11 cities of over one million people distributed across North America.• New York City is the largest city and continues to experience population growth.• Because of their age, many European cities have a central square, dominant churches and compact
growth.• Outside city centres, many larger urban cities are experiencing some sprawl.

19.8 Creating sustainable cities• Cities can consume large amounts of land and energy to supply people with their needs.• Examples of sustainable developments include innovative ways to deal with waste, use of solar and
other renewable energies, and developing small communities within cities.

19.9 Sustainable cities in Australia• Australian cities are attempting to become more sustainable.• Community and small-scale projects are improving people’s living conditions and overall
sustainability.

19.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

19.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.
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KEY TERMS
migration the movement of people (or animals) from one location to another
push factor unfavourable quality or attribute of a person’s current location that drives them to move elsewhere
per capita income average income per person; calculated as a country’s total income (earned by all people)
divided by the number of people in the country
slums a run-down area of a city characterised by poor housing and poverty
utilities services provided to a population, such as water, natural gas, electricity and communication facilities
sanitation facilities provided to remove waste such as sewage and household or business rubbish
megacity city with more than 10 million inhabitants
megaregion area where two or more megacities become connected as increasing numbers of towns and
ghettos develop between them
plateau an extensive area of flat land that is higher than the land around it. Plateaus are sometimes referred to
as tablelands.
escarpment a steep slope or long cliff formed by erosion or vertical movement of the Earth’s crust along a
fault line
metropolitan region an urban area that consists of the inner urban zone and the surrounding built-up area and
outer commuter zones of a city
population density the number of people living within one square kilometre of land; it identifies the intensity of
land use or how crowded a place is
food miles the distance food is transported from the time it is produced until it reaches the consumer

high-density housing residential developments with more than 50 dwellings per hectare
low-density housing residential developments with around 12–15 dwellings per hectare, usually located in
outer suburbs
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