
21.13 SkillBuilder: Group consensus
21.13.1 Tell me
What is a group consensus?
A group consensus is when a collection of people work together to make a decision that is agreeable to
everyone in the group. Consensus is reached by using a democratic process where every group member’s
perspective is listened to and understood. A decision is made after evaluating all options and respecting
everyone’s different perspectives.

Why is a group consensus useful in civics and citizenship?
Decisions made by a group of people are usually better than decisions made by someone working alone.
Reaching a group consensus helps us to problem solve and appreciate different points of view. Consensus
is used in many areas of civics and citizenship. In parliament, consensus is reached when a Bill is passed
through both houses. In a legal trial, jurors will need to reach consensus when they decide on the facts of
a case.

Model

CASE STUDY
Find the crime
Yohan was caught by the police after he allegedly broke into an antique store. The owners of the store, who live
next door, were woken up by loud banging to discover a man trying to open their safe. They chased him away
and called the police. A police dog tracked the man down in a nearby park after police surrounded the area.
Yohan was arrested and taken away for questioning. He has been charged and summoned to appear in court.

FIGURE 1 What crime has been committed?

Pdf_Folio:59

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Victorian Curriculum, Topic 21

UNC

 PAGE PROOFS

Permissions clearance pending



Decide if a crime was committed
A group might look at this case study and decide that it involves a criminal action. Discussion might focus
on what crime was actually committed. Was it breaking and entering, trespass or robbery? Someone in the
group might point out that nothing was actually stolen. Yohan was trespassing, however, and he did break
into the shop. The group might agree that Yohan could be charged with trespass and breaking and entering,
or they might vote on each charge.

Decide if the defendant is guilty or not guilty
The group will now need to come to an agreement about whether or not they think the defendant is guilty
or not guilty. A discussion would be held looking at the facts of the case. Someone in the group might
claim that the fact that Yohan was found in the park after the police dog tracked his scent there is proof that
he is guilty. Someone else might argue that this could easily be a case of mistaken identity. After discussing
all possible solutions, the group will make a decision either by unanimous agreement (where everyone
is in agreement) or by taking a vote. The group might decide that Yohan is guilty of both trespass and of
breaking and entering. One person in the group might disagree with the final decision, believing that Yohan
should be charged with robbery and not with breaking and entering, but everyone else believes that they can
live with the decision.

Elements of a good group consensus
A good group consensus:• clearly identifies what needs to be decided• allows everyone to express his or her opinion and make suggestions• discusses the advantages and disadvantages of possible solutions• chooses a solution that everyone can support.

21.13.2 Show me
How to reach a group consensus
You will need:• a sheet of lined paper• a pen• three to four people• a problem or an issue to solve.

Procedure:

Step 1
Form a team of three or four people. Decide how your group will finalise a decision. Will you require
unanimous support for a decision or will you vote? If you vote, is a simple majority all that is required?

Step 2
Outline what needs to be decided. Clearly state the issue so that everyone in the group understands it.

Step 3
Discuss the problem with the group. Allow everyone to express his or her opinion and make suggestions.

Step 4
Make a list of solutions that include everyone’s suggestions.

Step 5
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each solution.

Step 6
Select the best solution, based on the discussion. This could be a unanimous decision or a vote. Consensus
does not necessarily mean that everyone agrees with the final decision, but that everyone feels they can
support the group’s decision.
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Step 7
Implement the group’s decision. This might mean writing it down and presenting it to the rest of the class.

21.13.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

21.13 ACTIVITIES
Developing my skills in reaching a group consensus
Consider the following case studies:
• Case 1 — Fred is talking to Bob over the back fence about his tomatoes and calls him a silly old fool.
No-one else hears the comment.

• Case 2 — Phil is found asleep in the driver’s seat of his parked car by a police patrol. He has been drinking
heavily.

• Case 3 — Masako holds a black belt in karate. When stopped by a would-be mugger intent on robbery, she
kicks the robber and breaks his arm.

• Case 4 — Petros likes to take a shortcut to work by cutting through Karen’s vacant corner block of land. He
has been doing this for over five years.

• Case 5 — Wayne is a spectator at a football match. On seeing a bad error of judgement by umpire
Thompson, he verbally abuses Thompson in a loud and clear voice.

• Case 6 — Daniel gets involved in an argument with Martin. He becomes so angry that he threatens to
punch Martin on the nose. Martin believes that he means it.

• Case 7 — While digging a garden in her backyard, Rachel breaks a water pipe and floods Mrs Paize’s
henhouse next door, drowning her prize rooster.

• Case 8 — Nerida’s house has been burgled several times. She sets a trap and shoots Tom as he enters
with the intent to burgle again.
1. Working in groups of three or four, choose one of the case studies. Decide whether the case

involves a criminal action, a civil action (or perhaps both), or even no action at all. State the crime
or the civil wrong that you think is involved. (Use the crimes and civil wrongs listed in subtopic
21.12 as a guide.)

2. As a group, come to an agreement about whether or not you think the defendant is guilty or not
guilty, or liable or not liable.

3. Explain your decisions to the rest of the class, outlining how you reached a consensus on those
decisions.

4. How did you make decisions in your group? Did everyone contribute equally?
5. How democratic were your group decisions? Did someone take charge while others stayed

silent? Did everyone start by contributing ideas before someone with a more dominant
personality won out?

6. In your opinion, what does reaching a consensus mean?
7. How easy was it to come to consensus in your group? Discuss what your group did well and

what could have been done to improve decision making in your group. Examine the values and
beliefs of members of your group; were they different or similar to those of your own?
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