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22 Influences on Australian
society and national identity

22.1 Overview

Content to come

22.1.1 A diverse culture
What is national identity?
Casual day is always an interesting event at
a school. Given a day of freedom from their
uniforms, students take the opportunity to
demonstrate their identity through fashion.
While many students simply choose their
clothes for comfort or style, for others fashion
is a deliberate statement. For these students,
fashion indicates they are members of a
particular social group. These groups provide
students with a sense of belonging — a feeling
that they are part of a larger community with
shared values. A group’s identity is how the
members of that group present themselves
to the rest of the world. In our casual day
example, this representation occurs through
fashion. If we extend this example of a group
identity to an entire country, we will see many
different representations of national identity.

In Australia, our national identity has always been complex. Our country is a diverse collection of
nationalities and cultures. Because of this, isolating individual aspects of an Australian national identity
is a challenging task. In this topic, we investigate Australia’s national identity, how it was formed, how
it continues to evolve and how it creates a sense of belonging for the people who call this country home.
The diversity of religion, culture, values and traditions that people have brought to Australia has created a
fascinating and intricate tapestry of identity.

Video eLesson What is national identity? (eles-2291)
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LEARNING SEQUENCE
22.1 Overview
22.2 Traditional and changing views of Australian identity
22.3 Indigenous influences on Australian national identity
22.4 Belonging to a new country — migrant experiences

22.5 SkillBuilder: Delivering an oral presentation
22.6 Religion in Australia
22.7 The influence of religion on Australian society

22.8 SkillBuilder: Deconstruct/reconstruct method

22.9 Thinking Big research project <title to come>
22.10 Review

To access a pre-test and starter questions and receive immediate, corrective feedback and sample responses
to every question, select your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.
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22.2 Traditional and changing views of
Australian identity
22.2.1 What has influenced our national identity?
A singular Australian identity is hard to define. Since European settlement began, different countries have
contributed aspects of their culture to form the multicultural identity we see in Australia today. Changes
in Australian identity have been, and continue to be, reflected in our relationship with other countries.
In colonial times, Australian identity closely mirrored that of Britain. When Australia moved away from
British influence and towards the United States of America (directly after World War II), aspects of our
national identity changed as well. Our identity now faces an interesting stage in its development as our
focus turns toward our Asian neighbours. Australia’s national identity continues to evolve as people from
a vast array of nations make their contributions to our diverse multicultural nation.

22.2.2 ‘We don’t like cricket, we love it’
Love it or hate it, cricket is big part of Australian culture. Every weekend in summer, thousands of men,
women and children around Australia hone their skills with the bat and ball. Yet how did this strange game
find its way into our country?

Like many other aspects of Australian identity, our country’s love of cricket is a legacy of our British
roots. This connection was forged by early British settlers who introduced elements of their existing
identity and traditions to their new Australian home. The British failed to understand or recognise the long-
standing cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. They simply ignored Indigenous identity
and replaced it with their own. The British did so because they felt no connection to Indigenous culture.
Introducing their own culture made them feel more comfortable in the new surroundings and increased
their sense of belonging.

FIGURE 1 Children playing cricket in 1925 (left) and 2019 (right)

22.2.3 The mother country
The close relationship between Britain and Australia continued well into the twentieth century, despite
federation in 1901. Evidence of the British influence on Australian identity can be seen in the culture,
fashion and even foods that were popular at the time. Perhaps the clearest piece of evidence, however,
was Australia’s willingness to follow the ‘mother country’ into World War I. When that war began in
1914, British Australia was still a relatively young country. Without an official foreign policy of its own,
Australia adopted the policies of Great Britain and also declared war on Germany.

Australia’s involvement in World War I had an enormous influence on our national identity. This conflict
saw the birth of the Anzac legend with its values of determination, sacrifice and mateship. These values
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have now become cornerstones of Australian national identity. The British influences on Australia can also
been seen in our adoption of the British Westminster system of parliament, or in the simple fact that the
Queen is still Australia’s official head of state.

22.2.4 Diversity in Australia FIGURE 2 A World War I enlistment poster
After World War II, Australia’s relationship with
foreign countries changed as we lessened our political
connections with Britain. Though formal ties with the
mother country were maintained, Australia sought
to strengthen its alliance with the United States of
America. This new direction was shown in Australia’s
willingness to support America in a number of global
conflicts including the Korean and Vietnam wars.
American popular culture also began replacing that
of the British, with new genres of music, fashion and
cinema introduced into Australian society.

Changes in Australian identity are reflected
in changes to our government’s foreign policy.
Australia’s foreign policy has recently changed again,
this time with a focus on closer relationships with
China, Japan and other Asian countries. An example
of this policy change was the removal of the White
Australia policy, formally known as The Immigration
Restriction Act of 1901. This policy blocked all non-
European immigration to Australia. It was gradually
phased out in the second half of the twentieth century.
The gradual removal of Australia’s White Australia
policy has enabled these new relationships to develop.
These changes can be seen in schools such as
your own.

FIGURE 3 Australian soldiers fighting in the Vietnam War in 1967
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The option to study Asian languages in school is much more common now than it was in your parents’
era. In their time, the study of languages still had a significant Eurocentric focus. You may study a
language to allow you to communicate with people if you ever visit that country. However, knowing
a language will also help you to communicate with people within your own country. In this way, the
languages taught in schools say a lot about a country’s identity and where it is heading. You may be
learning Chinese at school, like many thousands of Australian students do today. Refer to figure 4 to learn
some new Chinese words, or review some you have already learned.

Interactivity xxx (int-5664)

FIGURE 4 Chinese characters

22.2 EXERCISES
Civics and Citizenship skills key: CS1 Remembering and understanding CS2 Describing and explaining CS3 Examining,
analysing, interpreting CS4 Questioning and evaluating CS5 Reasoning, creating, proposing CS6 Communicating, reflecting

22.2 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
Remember
1. CS1 Why did the British feel the need to introduce their national identity to Australia?
2. CS1 Why is it so difficult to define Australian national identity?
3. CS2 During both the Korean and Vietnam wars, the people of Australia were under no direct threat or

danger. Explain how Australia became involved in these conflicts.
4. CS1 List some aspects of Australian national identity that have British origins.
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22.2 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. CS3 Look at Figure 2. Who do the lions in this poster represent?
2. CS5 How do you think Australian national identity will change in the next 50 years? For example, where do

you think the next wave of immigration will come from?
3. CS6 Describe what being Australian means to you.
4. <content to come. Please leave 2 lines>

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

22.3 Indigenous influences on Australian
national identity
22.3.1 Making amends
The original inhabitants of Australia suffered greatly from the British colonisation of their country. Years
of conflict, disease and mistreatment have caused ongoing pain and suffering for Indigenous peoples.
In recent years, efforts have been made to mend the damage caused by previous governments. The
reconciliation movement can be seen as an attempt to restore the importance of Indigenous culture in
Australian society. Before we discuss how reconciliation contributes to Australian identity, we need to learn
what reconciliation is and why it is necessary.

22.3.2 What went wrong?
Following the arrival of the British in 1788, the first interactions between Indigenous Australian peoples and
the British were positive. However, relationships quickly deteriorated and conflict erupted. Using their vast
resources and superior weaponry, the British expanded their settlements and pushed further into Aboriginal
lands. The Indigenous owners of these lands saw this expansion as an act of aggression and responded
with violence. A lack of understanding and respect for each other’s culture fueled the so-called Frontier
Wars. However, this conflict was only the first event in a series of hardships faced by Indigenous Australian
peoples.

FIGURE 1 A first interaction between Indigenous Australian
peoples and the British
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The Stolen Generations

FIGURE 2 Homes were sought for these Aboriginal
children after they were forcibly removed from their
families.

Can you imagine being forcibly taken from your
parents as a young child, put into strange clothing,
given strange food and told to never speak your
language again? From as early as the 1860s,
Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander children were
forcibly removed from their homes and families by
various Australian governments. Some historians
argue that this program of removal had good
intentions, and that the governments involved were
motivated by the welfare of Aboriginal children.
On the other side of the debate, historians claim
child removal was a deliberate policy intended
to weaken Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities. Removed from their families, these
children were also removed from their culture and
identity. Children removed during this period of
time have become known as the Stolen Generations.

Despite the reluctance of previous leaders, an
official apology for this policy was eventually
provided in 2008 by the then-prime minster, Kevin
Rudd. It symbolised a major step in the journey
towards reconciliation.

Whose land is it?

FIGURE 3 Indigenous land rights
campaigner Eddie Mabo. In 1982,
Mabo and four other Torres Strait
Islander people took legal action
claiming customary ownership of
their lands on Murray Island

One of the most important aspects of Indigenous culture and identity
is their connection to the land. Representing the past, present and
future of Indigenous Australian peoples, this relationship is deeply
spiritual. Upon arriving in Australia, the British failed to officially
recognise Indigenous land ownership. They claimed the land as
their own using the concept of terra nullius. The subsequent battle
for Indigenous land rights lasted more than 200 years. During this
time, several legal actions were launched by Indigenous Australians
with the goal of securing ownership of their traditional lands. This
goal was finally reached in 1992 when the High Court of Australia
officially rejected the concept of terra nullius, paving the way for
Indigenous peoples to legally reclaim their land.

22.3.3 The path to reconciliation
As recently as the early twentieth century, Aboriginal people were
not considered citizens of Australia. They could not vote in elections,
and were not even counted in the population of the country when
the census was taken. Over the next few decades, the rights of
Indigenous people became increasingly important to all Australians.
Their cause was assisted by other civil rights movements from
around the world, which were also gaining popularity.

In 1948, Indigenous Australian people officially became British
subjects and Australian citizens, although they were only granted
voting rights in 1962. Perhaps their most famous civil rights victory was the 1967 referendum, after which
Indigenous Australian people were finally recognised as part of the population. The referendum was a
Pdf_Folio:7
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formal statement announcing that Indigenous culture and Australian culture were one and the same. This
event had a significant impact on Australian identity.

Reconciliation began as an official movement in 1991 with the formation of the Council for Aboriginal
Reconciliation. The term ‘reconciliation’ refers to repairing the damage of past events through better
understanding of, and respect for, Indigenous culture. Including ‘Welcome to country’ speeches and
smoking ceremonies in public events are small-scale examples of what reconciliation looks like. Larger-
scale examples include placing a higher priority on Indigenous health and education programs, and a focus
on the welfare of Indigenous children. Symbolic acts such as the 2000 Sorry Day march, and the official
apology to the Stolen Generations offered by former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, are other significant steps
along the path to reconciliation.

Serious offences were knowingly committed against Indigenous Australian peoples by a number of
Australian governments. Our identity as Australians should not be shaped by our guilt for these actions.
Instead, we should help mend the damage of the past by celebrating Indigenous culture and identity as our
own. In doing so, we can also increase the sense of belonging felt by the Indigenous community.

22.3.4 Australia Day

FIGURE 4 On the sesquicentenary (150th
anniversary) of British colonisation in
1938, the Australian Aboriginal Conference
declared a ‘national day of mourning’.

The debate that surrounds the celebration of Australia
Day provides another example of the complex nature
of Australian national identity. Australia Day (currently
celebrated on 26th January) is the official national day of
Australia. This date commemorates the arrival of the ships
of the First Fleet at Port Jackson, New South Wales in 1788.
The first evidence of Australia Day celebrations comes
from colonial New South Wales. Referred to as ‘Foundation
Day’, Governor Lachlan Macquarie issued the first official
observance of the date in 1818 – the thirtieth anniversary
of the founding of the colony. Prior to 1888, the individual
colonies celebrated their respective commemorative events
on separate days. It was not until 1935 that all Australian
states and territories officially adopted the term ‘Australia
Day’ and it was only in 1994 that the date was marked by a
national public holiday. As you can see, the celebration of
this day is far from straightforward – even before we start to
discuss the Indigenous perspective on Australia Day.

In modern Australia, our national day is celebrated in
many different ways. Barbeques, concerts, community
events and citizenship ceremonies are held on Australia
day across the country. Some people argue that Australia
Day is an opportunity to reflect on what makes our country
unique and what it means to be Australian. Yet to many
Australians, there is nothing about the 26th January that
warrants celebration. To many Australians, this date marks
the beginning of a brutal invasion.

As we have just learned, the impacts of European settlement on the first peoples of this country were
severe and long-lasting. For this reason, to Indigenous Australians the mere concept of celebrating
Australia’s official national day on the anniversary of European settlement is flawed. The first official
Indigenous response to Australia Day celebrations occurred in 1938 with the National Day of Mourning.
Organised by Indigenous rights groups, this event was heavily publicised and is seen by many historians
as the beginnings of the Indigenous civil rights movement. Day of Mourning protests have been held ever
since, with more recent events using the names Invasion Day or Survival Day.
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In recent years, there have been calls from both Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians to change
the date of Australia Day. It is not that these people are against celebrating an Australian national day.
Instead, they want to celebrate Australian culture and identity on a date that has a more positive meaning
for all Australians.

DISCUSS
As a class, discuss the issue of celebrating Australia Day on a different day of the year. How might
different people around the country react? What would be any positives and negatives of making
this change? [Intercultural Capability]

Weblink Indigenous rights movement timeline

National apology

22.3 ACTIVITIES
1. Use the Indigenous rights movement timeline weblink in the Resources tab to create a timeline of the

major events that occurred in the process of reconciliation.
Reasoning, creating, proposing

2. Use the National apology weblink in the Resources tab to watch the video of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s
apology to the Stolen Generations. Imagine you are the relative of a member of the Stolen Generations and
write a brief response to this speech.

Communicating, reflecting

22.3 EXERCISES
Civics and Citizenship skills key: CS1 Remembering and understanding CS2 Describing and explaining CS3 Examining,
analysing, interpreting CS4 Questioning and evaluating CS5 Reasoning, creating, proposing CS6 Communicating, reflecting

22.3 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. CS1 Why did the relationship between British settlers and Indigenous Australians turn sour?
2. CS1 Who were the Stolen Generations?
3. CS1 How did declaring terra nullius allow the British to claim the land of Australia?
4. CS1 What is reconciliation?

22.3 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. CS2 Explain why Indigenous Australians oppose Australia Day being celebrated on the 26th of January.
2. CS4 Which of the following do you believe was most important to Indigenous Australians?

A. Becoming citizens in 1948
B. Being given federal voting rights in 1962
C. Being included in the population count in 1967

3. <content to come. Please leave 2 lines>

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.
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22.4 Belonging to a new country — migrant
experiences
22.4.1 Seeking a better life

FIGURE 1 A Vietnamese brother and sister arriving in
Australia, 1974

Consider what you would do for the sake
of your family. Now, consider what you
wouldn’t do for the sake of your family. It is
a sad truth that, every day around the world,
families encounter terrible problems. Some
are faced with hunger, poverty and disease;
others must deal with violence, brutality
and fear; and some are confronted with all
of these challenges. Many families in these
situations choose to leave their countries
or traditional homelands in favour of the
peace and freedom offered in Australia.
Throughout Australian history, people
from nearly every nation in the world have
relocated to this diverse country in search of
new opportunities. The experiences of these
migrants is discussed in this section.

22.4.2 Migrant identity

FIGURE 2 Migrants must balance two cultures: their own
and that of their adopted country.

Migrants are forced to adapt to the national
identity of their new homes quickly. This is
something they need to do without losing
their connection to their own identity. In
this way, their sense of belonging is split
in two. Migrant groups cannot live separately
from the new laws, customs and language of
their adopted country, but neither can they
forget the elements of their original culture
and identity. Australia’s well-established
tradition of acceptance and diversity makes
balancing these identities easier for new
migrants. As they celebrate their existing
identity, migrant groups also reinforce
Australia’s multicultural identity. This helps
new migrants to feel a sense of belonging to
both their old and new communities.

As well as feeling emotionally connected
to their old and new countries, migrants can
officially be part of both countries through
dual citizenship, which is offered in Australia
among many other countries. Holders of dual citizenship have legal and moral responsibilities in both
countries. These responsibilities include voting in elections. For example, a person who lives in Australia
can be both a citizen of Australia and Greece. This person is required to vote in both Australian and Greek
elections.
Pdf_Folio:10
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The federal government does not have statistics regarding the number of dual citizens, although it
estimates the figure to be around 4 million Australians. Dual citizenship is another way in which people
can maintain a sense of belonging to two separate nations and cultures.

22.4.3 Migrant case studies
The best way to learn about the challenges faced by Australian migrants is to read and listen to their
experiences. The Migrant stories weblink in the Resources tab contains fascinating stories from a diverse
range of migrants. Read the articles and watch video clips to get a more complete understanding of the
challenges migrants have faced. Have a pen and paper handy while looking at this material to note down
any information you find interesting or any areas you want to investigate further.

FIGURE 3 The migrant experience in Australia
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Weblink Migrant stories

Department of Home Affairs

SBS case studies

22.4 ACTIVITY
Use the Department of Home Affairs weblink and the SBS case studies weblink in the Resources tab to
discover the stories of a diverse group of Australian migrants. Summarise the reasons why the people you
learned about chose to migrate to Australia.

Examining, analysing, interpreting

22.4 EXERCISES
Civics and Citizenship skills key: CS1 Remembering and understanding CS2 Describing and explaining CS3 Examining,
analysing, interpreting CS4 Questioning and evaluating CS5 Reasoning, creating, proposing CS6 Communicating, reflecting

22.4 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. CS1 What is a migrant?
2. CS1 What is dual citizenship?
3. CS2 How can dual citizenship influence a person’s sense of national identity?
4. CS2 Why is it important for people to feel a sense of belonging to their country?

22.4 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. CS5 ‘New migrants should abandon their existing national identity and adopt that of their new country.’ Do

you agree or disagree with this statement? Why?
2. CS6 Do you believe all people, regardless of the reason, should be allowed to migrate to Australia? Justify

your answer.
3. <content to come. Please leave 2 lines>

4. <content to come. Please leave 2 lines>

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

22.5 SkillBuilder: Delivering an oral presentation

What is an oral presentation?
An oral presentation involves giving a speech and using visual
aids to deliver material on a particular subject to an audience.
Select your learnON format to access:
• an explanation of the skill (Tell me)
• a step-by-step process to develop the skill,
with an example (Show me)

• an activity to allow you to practise the
skill (Let me do it)

• questions to consolidate your understanding
of the skill.
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22.6 Religion in Australia
22.6.1 Religious influences in Australia FIGURE 1 Aboriginal rock paintings for the

Lightning Brothers, who are gods sacred
to the Wardaman people near Katherine,
Northern Territory

The place of religion in Australian society is complex. Our
country is secular and by law, there is a distinction between
religion and government. No government is allowed to
actively promote a particular religion over another. Yet,
the influence of religion in Australian society is significant.
Religion has had, and continues to have, an influence on our
culture, traditions and values.

Since European settlement of Australia, Christianity
has been the dominant religion of our country. Before this
time, Indigenous Australian peoples worshipped various
deities and had a deep spiritual connection to the natural
world through their teachings from the Dreaming. As the
European influence over Australia spread, so too did that
of religion. In this subtopic, we will take a closer look
at religion in Australia and how religious observance
influences Australian various aspects of our society and
culture.

22.6.2 Origins of Christianity in Australia
Unfortunately for historians, convict records did not
document their religion. The information we do have
about the religious affiliations of convicts and colonial
Australians comes mainly from secondary sources. Despite
this limitation, we can still use the information we have to
discuss the origins of Judeo-Christian religion in Australia.

FIGURE 2 St James’ Church, Sydney (1856), was an Anglican
Church built with convict labour.

The vast majority of convicts and
official members of the First Fleet
identified themselves as Christian.
Specifically, they were Anglican and
therefore aligned with the Church
of England. So strong was their
connection to the Church that all
public servants swore an oath to
follow its doctrines. There was also
a small number of Irish-Catholic
convicts on the First Fleet and this
denomination provided the main
alternative to the Church of England.
The popularity of Catholicism
increased as transportation to the
colonies continued. The First Fleet
also contained practitioners of other
religions such as Judaism.
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FIGURE 3 A government jail gang (1830), by Augustus Earle. The vast majority of convicts were Christian.

22.6.3 Immigration and religion

FIGURE 4 The Hougoumont was the last convict ship to land in
Australia.

Many changes in Australian
society and culture can be linked to
immigration patterns. These may be
superficial changes such as the rise
in popularity of a particular cuisine,
or they can be more meaningful such
as the rise in popularity of a religion.
Throughout Australia’s immigration
history, new migrants have brought
with them the culture and religion of
their homelands.

The intertwined relationship
between immigration and religion
can be seen throughout Australia’s
history. Since the first European
settlement was established in 1788,
new migrant groups have influenced religious observance in Australia. As we have already learned,
Christianity and its many denominations were first introduced to Australia by convicts and colonial settlers.
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Today, 52.1 per cent of Australians identify as being Christian. The introduction of other religions to
Australia has followed various immigration trends, which we will now examine.

Judaism

FIGURE 5 The first synagogue in Australia, York Street, New South
Wales (1844). It is shown in the far left of the painting.

Together with Christianity, Judaism
was one of the first religions practised
in colonial Australia. Approximately
8 to 16 convicts on the First Fleet
were Jewish, and the first Jewish
free settlers arrived in the early
nineteenth century. The number of
Jewish immigrants continued to
increase, with the majority initially
coming from Britain and later from
Germany. In 1844, the first Australian
synagogue was built in Sydney (see
figure 2), with places of worship in
Hobart, Melbourne and Adelaide
soon to follow. As with many migrant
groups, the Jewish population in
Australia increased during the gold
rush. However, the biggest period of
Jewish immigration occurred during
and directly after World War II. Australia was one of the main destinations for Jews fleeing the atrocities
of Nazi Germany. In fact, outside of Israel, Melbourne has the largest per capita population of Holocaust
survivors in the world. Today, Australian Jewish communities are small yet vibrant; 0.4 per cent of all
Australians identify themselves as Jewish.

Buddhism

FIGURE 6 The Nan Tien Temple in Wollongong, New South Wales
The first Buddhists in Australia were
Chinese immigrants who arrived
during the gold rush. Although many
of these people returned home after
the mines were exhausted, some
remained in Australia and continued to
actively practise Buddhism. A second
wave of early Buddhist immigration
occurred in the 1870s with Sri Lankan
nationals arriving to work in the sugar
plantations of northern Queensland.
Permanent Buddhist communities
were established during this time, but
it was not until nearly a hundred years
later that the popularity of Buddhism
began to explode. From the 1970s,
Australia witnessed huge increases
in Asian immigration and many of these new immigrants followed Buddhism. In contemporary Australia,
Buddhism is our country’s fastest-growing religion with 2.4 per cent of Australians practising this religion.
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It is likely that Australia has been known to the Islamic world for hundreds of years. There is evidence
to suggest that Islamic scholars knew about Australia as early as 820 CE! We know for certain that
Indigenous Australian peoples traded with the Macassans (from what is now Indonesia) who had converted
to Islam in the seventeenth century. While there are records of a small number of Islamic convicts, the
main period of Islamic immigration occurred with the arrival of the Afghan cameleers in the 1860s. With
their expert knowledge of desert conditions, the cameleers were heavily involved in major construction
projects across rural Australia. Despite its early success, Muslim immigration was severely restricted by the
White Australia policy of the twentieth century. Since the official removal of this policy in 1973, Muslim
immigration and the practice of Islam have steadily increased in Australia. Today, approximately 2.6 per
cent of Australia’s population is Muslim.

Hinduism
Hinduism is the oldest major religion in the world and has been practised for more than 5000 years.
Hinduism in Australia, however, only began in the mid-nineteenth century. Although there is evidence of
Hindu crews trading with the First Fleet, the first major period of Hindu immigration occurred well after the
Australian colony was established. Hindu immigrants undertook several roles in early Australian society
— as labourers, camel drivers, domestic staff and merchants. By 1911, there were over 1000 people in
Australia who were affiliated with the Hindu faith. However, as with Islam, the growth of Hinduism in
Australia was stalled by the White Australia policy. Today, Hinduism is a popular religion especially among
Indian, Sri Lanka, Fijian and South African immigrants. According to the 2016 Australian census, Hindu
practitioners accounted for 1.9 per cent of the population.
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FIGURE 7 A camel being lifted off a boat in Port Augusta, South Australia, in 1920
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Atheism
Religion is not a significant part of life for all Australians. An atheist is someone who does not believe in
the existence of god and, therefore, believes there is no need for religion. Approximately 30.1 per cent of
Australians describe themselves as being atheists or as having no religion. It is interesting to note that this
figure has nearly doubled since the last Australian census in 2011. This suggests that for many Australians,
the importance of religion in everyday life is changing.

Weblink: Hindu Council

22.6 EXERCISES
Civics and Citizenship skills key: CS1 Remembering and understanding CS2 Describing and explaining CS3 Examining,
analysing, interpreting CS4 Questioning and evaluating CS5 Reasoning, creating, proposing CS6 Communicating, reflecting

22.6 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. CS1 Before European settlement, what religion did Indigenous Australians follow?
2. CS1 We know a lot about each individual convict from records that were kept. What piece of relevant

information was not recorded?
3. CS1 When did the largest period of Jewish immigration take place?
4. CS1 There were two early waves of Buddhist immigration. During the first, Chinese migrants came to seek

their fortune in the goldfields. Where did Sri Lankan Buddhists work upon their arrival?

22.6 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. CS2 Explain how the White Australia policy influenced the expansion of Islam and Hinduism in Australia.
2. CS5 In this subtopic you will find the percentage of Australians who follow the religion being discussed. (For

example, 2.6 per cent of Australians identify as being Muslim.) Use these percentages to create a graph of
your choice showing the main religions followed by Australians today.

3. CS5 The number of Australians who call themselves atheists is increasing. Why do you think this is
occurring?

4. <content to come. Please leave 1 line>

Try these questions in learnON for instant, corrective feedback. Go to www.jacplus.com.au.

22.7 The influence of religion on Australian society
22.7.1 Religious values
According to our Constitution, Australia is a secular country. This means that our governments are not
allowed to officially promote religious observance or affiliations. Despite this, religion has had (and
continues to have) a major influence on Australian people and culture. Unfortunately, this influence has not
always been positive. In this section, we will investigate the influence of Christian traditions, and religions
in general, on our society.

Values and religion can play a similar role in society. Both provide a set of moral and ethical guidelines
for people to follow. It is therefore not surprising that strong links exist between Australia’s Christian
traditions and our shared values. The value of compassion is just one example of this relationship.
Judaism and Christianity both contain strong references to compassion. For Jews, the ‘thirteen attributes of
compassion’ are the ways in which God controls the world. According to Christianity, Jesus Christ was ‘the
father of compassion’ and lived his life by demonstrating this value. Understanding the religious origins of
compassion allows us to see how Judeo-Christian traditions have influenced modern Australian society.
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22.7.2 Religion and the law
Religion and Australian law have always been closely linked according to former High Court Judge
Michael Kirby. He argues that ‘our law ... was influenced by notions which were shared by Christian
churches and belief’ (interview on ABC Radio, 16 May 2012). Although there are no direct references
to Christianity or its religious customs in Australian law, our legal system has been shaped by Christian
values. For example, our criminal law forbids murder and theft, crimes that are condemned in the Ten
Commandments. Australia’s legal system attempts to provide all its citizens with fair and equal access to
human rights. Caring for people in this way is also an element of the Christian tradition. More recently
and controversially, these traditions have influenced the debate surrounding same-sex marriage. Although
there is no official reference to Christianity in the documentation of the Australian Liberal Party, the party
remained opposed to same-sex marriage until it was finally legalised in 2018. This is further evidence of the
power that Australia’s religious traditions can have over our laws.

22.7.3 Religion in daily life

FIGURE 1 Some shops and businesses still close
on Sundays, a tradition that originates from the
Jewish observance of the Sabbath on the seventh
day of the week. Christian religions adopted this
concept, but Sunday rather than Saturday became
their day of rest and worship.

Australia’s Christian traditions are represented
in many elements of daily life. One of the best
examples of these influences can be seen in the
opening hours of shops and businesses. It was not
too long ago that Sunday trading was completely
banned in Australia. As Sunday was the traditional
day of rest for Christians, most businesses were not
officially allowed to open. Only relatively recently
has the ban on Sunday trading been lifted in most
Australian states and territories. Tight restrictions,
however, remain in place for religious public
holidays such as Good Friday, Easter Monday and
Christmas Day. The way in which these holidays
are celebrated also shows the influence of religion
on Australian society. Christmas decorations begin
appearing in supermarkets and shopping centres
as early as October. As soon as Christmas is over,
these are replaced by Easter eggs and hot cross
buns. These cultural items are further evidence of
how religious traditions influence Australian life.

22.7.4 In the name of religion
It is an unfortunate truth that Australia’s Christian
traditions are also responsible for some darker
moments in our history. In 1837, the British
Parliament launched an inquiry into the treatment
of Indigenous Australian peoples in the colonies. The result of this inquiry was the establishment of
‘protectors’ whose role it was to manage the welfare of Aboriginal people and communities. These
protectors were usually Christian missionaries who attempted to ‘civilise’ Indigenous culture. This
was done directly by introducing religious education or indirectly by imposing European ways of life.
Though the intentions of these missionaries may have been good, their actions proved otherwise. Christian
missionaries were responsible for separating many Indigenous people from their land, culture and families.
This example illustrates how the impacts of Australia’s Christian traditions have not always been positive.

Pdf_Folio:18

18 Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Victorian Curriculum

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



“c22InfluencesOnAustralianSocietyAndNationalIdentity_print” — 2019/6/16 — 4:53 — page 19 — #19

DISCUSS
The influence of Australia’s Judeo-Christian tradition is still present in many aspects of our society today. For
example, it can be seen in our legal system, trading hours and religious public holidays such as Christmas Day.
Discuss how these traditions or cultural practices influence your life. Has the influence of any of these traditions
changed over time? [Intercultural Capability]

Weblink: Trading hours

22.7 ACTIVITY
Use internet resources (such as Trading hours weblink in the Resources tab) to research and compare the
trading hours of your state or territory with the trading hours of another state or territory. What similarities and
differences did you find?

Examining, analysing, interpreting

22.7 EXERCISES
Civics and Citizenship skills key: CS1 Remembering and understanding CS2 Describing and explaining CS3 Examining,
analysing, interpreting CS4 Questioning and evaluating CS5 Reasoning, creating, proposing CS6 Communicating, reflecting

22.7 Exercise 1: Check your understanding
1. CS1 How are religion and values similar?
2. CS2 Describe how Judeo-Christian traditions have influenced the Australian legal system.
3. CS1 Why is Sunday trading only a recent addition to Australian life?
4. <content to come, please leave 1 line>

22.7 Exercise 2: Apply your understanding
1. CS5 What if our Constitution did not protect our right to freedom of religion? Do you think this would have a

good or bad effect? Explain your answer in detail.
2. <content to come, please leave 1 line>
3. <content to come, please leave 1 line>
4. <content to come, please leave 1 line>

22.8 SkillBuilder: Deconstruct/reconstruct method

What is the deconstruct/reconstruct method?
The deconstruct/reconstruct method allows you to read
information and then use it appropriately in your own work
without plagiarising.

Go to your learnON title to access:
• an explanation of the skill (Tell me)
• a step-by-step process to develop the skill,
with an example (Show me)

• an activity to allow you to practise the
skill (Let me do it)

• questions to consolidate your understanding
of the skill.
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22.9 Thinking Big research project: <PROJECT
TITLE TO COME>
SCENARIO
Content to come

Select your learnON format to access:
• the full project scenario
• details of the project task
• resources to guide your project work
• an assessment rubric.

projectsPLUS Thinking Big research project: <project title to come> (pro-xxxx)

22.10 Review

22.10.1 Key knowledge summary
Use this dot-point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

22.10.2 Reflection
Reflect on your learning using the activities and resources provided.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Introducing landforms and landscapes crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
Affiliations close connections with a group or organisation
Belonging the feeling of being part of a group or community with shared values
Constitution a set of rules that determines the structure of government and its law-making powers
Compassion feeling empathy towards someone in a less fortunate position
Doctrines a set of beliefs held and taught, usually by a religious group or political party
Denomination a separate branch of a religion. For example, Catholicism is a denomination of Christianity.
Eurocentric a point of view that has a strong European focus
Federation the process through which the six separate Australian colonies formed to join one united nation
Foreign policy decisions made by governments concerning their relationships with other nations
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Holocaust the destruction or loss of life on a large scale, usually referring to the death of 6 million Jews in Europe
during World War II
Land rights the rights of people (in this case Indigenous groups) to own the land their ancestors have lived on for
generations
Migrants people who leave one country to reside in another
Practitioners in a religious sense, someone who actively participates in a religion
Reconciliation the process of restoring and encouraging respect for Indigenous culture and identity
Referendum a process of allowing the people to vote on an important issue, such as a proposed change to the
Constitution
Terra nullius ‘land belonging to no-one’
Transportation the process of sending convicts to a penal colony
White Australia an immigration policy discriminating against non-white people which existed for much of the
twentieth century
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