
22.8 SkillBuilder: Deconstruct/reconstruct method
22.8.1 Tell me

FIGURE 1 Copying someone else’s work
without acknowledging the author is
plagiarism.

Go on, admit it. At some stage in your school life, you’ve
copied someone else’s work. (Or if you haven’t, you
probably know someone who has.) Maybe it was just the
answer to one question in a Science class, or perhaps it was
part of a History assignment. Copying another person’s work
without acknowledging the author is plagiarism, whether it
is copied from the student sitting next to you in class or from
the article you found on the internet. For many students, the
act of plagiarism occurs simply because they do not know
how to read information and then use it appropriately in their
own work. The deconstruct/reconstruct method teaches you
how to do this.

22.8.2 Show me
The deconstruct/reconstruct method is a way to use
existing information to create original work. This academic
technique helps you better understand information and
allows you to organise your thoughts more clearly. By
implementing this strategy, you will create unique pieces
of writing that still have the same meaning as the articles and books you have read in your research.

There are three steps to the deconstruct/reconstruct method.

Step 1: Read
Make sure you read the entire source from start to end. There is no need to highlight or take notes during
this stage. You want to simply read and take in the meaning of the author’s work.

Step 2: Re-read
The more times you watch a movie, the better you can see the elements that the director wants you to see.
Similarly, the more times you read a source, the better you can see the elements that the author wants you
to see. When re-reading a source, you should use a table like the one shown below to help you collect
information and organise your own thoughts. In the ‘Quotes/facts’ column, write only factual or statistical
information. The ‘Notes’ section is for any ideas and questions that you might have after reading the
quote. You can write this section in dot points or full sentences — whatever makes sense to you. You do
not necessarily need to comment on each quote or fact you record; similarly, you may write notes that do
not relate to a specific quote. Completing this section is crucial as these notes will form the basis of your
writing.

Quotes/facts Notes• Factual information• Direct quotes from authors or
other people• Statistics

• Ideas and questions you might
think of while reading the
source• Dot points and/or whole
sentences

Let us use one of the paragraphs from this topic to practise the deconstruct/reconstruct method:
Hinduism is the oldest major religion in the world and has been practised for more than 5000 years.

Hinduism in Australia, however, only began in the mid-nineteenth century. Although there is evidence of
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Hindu crews trading with the First Fleet, the first major period of Hindu immigration occurred well after
the establishment of the Australian colonies. Hindu immigrants undertook several roles in early Australian
society — as labourers, camel drivers, domestic staff and merchants. By 1911, there were over 1000 people
in Australia who were affiliated with the Hindu faith. However, as with Islam, the growth of Hinduism
in Australia was negatively affected by the White Australia policy. Today, Hinduism is a popular religion
especially among Indian, Sri Lanka, Fijian and South African immigrants. According to the 2016 Australian
census, Hindu practitioners accounted for 1.9 per cent of the population.

This is what your table could look like:

Quotes Notes• Hinduism is 5000 years old.• It began in Australia in the
middle of the nineteenth
century.

• Hinduism was the world’s first religion.• Where did Hinduism begin?• How old are the other religions mentioned in this
section?• By 1911, there were over 1000

Hindus in Australia.
• Australia had only a small Hindu population at the

start of the twentieth century.• Which state had the biggest population?• Did they feel isolated in this small community?• Hindu immigrants undertook
several roles in early Australian
society.

• Hindu immigrants had a number of different jobs in
colonial Australia, many based on the environmental
conditions of their home countries.• In 2016, 1.9 per cent of all

Australians practised
Hinduism.

• How many people is this in total numbers?• What factors have helped Hinduism grow so much in
recent years?• How does this growth rate compare to other
religions?

Step 3: Write
Put away the book, close the website page and rewrite what you have just read. The best way to do this is
by using only the table that you created in step 2. The notes column should contain your own interpretation
of what the author has said, and the quotes/facts column will provide the evidence you need to support your
arguments and assumptions.

Once you have completed the table, you can use the information to create your original piece of writing.
The paragraph below has been written using the information summarised in the practice table. Extra
research has also been completed to answer some of the questions written in the notes column.

Some of the world’s religions have been around for 5000 years. One of these long-standing religions is
Hinduism. Although Hinduism is such an old religion, it began in Australia only during the mid-nineteenth
century. Historically, Hindu communities have been small in size, with only about 1000 Australians
identifying themselves as Hindu in 1911. Hindu immigrants had a number of different jobs in colonial
Australia, many based on the environmental conditions of their home countries. At the most recent
Australian census (2016), the total of Hindu practitioners was 440 300. This figure shows how much the
religion has developed in Australia.

As you can see, the meaning of the paragraph created by the deconstruct/reconstruct method and the
one upon which it is based is exactly the same. Both paragraphs discuss the early history of Hinduism
in Australia, and both paragraphs use similar statistical information to support this discussion. However,
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because the deconstruct/reconstruct method has been used, the written text itself is completely different.
The author has synthesised information and created an original piece of writing.
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22.8.3 Let me do it

22.8 ACTIVITY
Now that you have seen how the deconstruct/reconstruct method works, the time has come for you to practise
this new skill. Choose any paragraph from this resource and apply the three steps of the process. Remember to
set up the ‘quotes and notes’ table to help you record your own thoughts as well as any important information.
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