
1.5 SkillBuilder: Sequencing events in chronological
order
1.5.1 Tell me
What is a timeline?

SOURCE 1 A simple chronologyA timeline is a diagrammatic tool for placing events in chronological
order (the order in which they happened). A simple chronology
would be one, for example, that showed in sequence, or time order,
key events of a day in your life.

Why are timelines useful?
Timelines are useful because they can help us make sense of events
in the past. Timelines are particularly useful in the study of history.
Creating a history timeline will help to:• understand the order in which events occurred• describe the time distances between events• identify what has changed over time• identify what has stayed the same over time• analyse how one event might relate to other events• compare what might have been happening in different places

at the same time• assess if one event might have led to another event (cause and
effect).

SOURCE 2 An example of a timeline that covers a long span of time
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120 000 — Analysis of 

pollen and charcoal at

Lake George (NSW)

suggests people 

living there

116 000–176 000

Evidence of human

occupation in the

Kimberley (WA)

50 000 — Humans 

in Arnhem Land

(NT) using ochre

40 000 — Humans 

in Lake Mungo (NSW)

34 000 — Humans around

Hunter River (NSW)

30 800 — Humans in 

Tasmania

23 000 — People in 

Arnhem Land using 

ground edge grooved 

axes; earliest in the world

13 000 — Australia’s 

oldest ornaments, 

bone beads, made in 

Devils Lair (WA)

10 000 — World’s 

oldest boomerangs 

used in Wyrie 

Swamp (SA)

2000 — People 

fishing with 

hooks and lines

800 — Stone 

huts built in 

semi-permanent

villages in 

Victoria

First non-Aboriginal

settlers arrive in

Sydney Cove (1788)

8000 — New Guinea

and Tasmania

separate from 

the mainland

31 000 — Engravings

carved in Olary 

region (SA)

38 000 — Humans reach 

south-west WA and

camp on upper Swan

River near Perth

75 000 — The world’s

earliest known rock art

carved on rock outcrop

in the Kimberley

Approximate 

number of 

years before 

the present
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Generally, timelines are constructed using a sequence of dates with the addition of descriptive labels.
The timeline may span thousands of years (see SOURCE 2) or cover a very short period (see SOURCE 3).
In print, timelines may be as simple as a horizontal or vertical line, or highly visual, with use of colour and
images (see SOURCES 4, 5 and 6). Using digital technology, interactive online timelines can be created; users
can click on a date and see a descriptive label, an image or even hear an audio narrative or sound effects.

SOURCE 3 An example of a timeline that covers a short span
of time

1914

12 August   

Britain and France

declare war on

Austria–Hungary

5 July   

Germany pledges 

support for its ally

Austria–Hungary

23 July   

Austria–Hungary 

presents ultimatum 

to Serbia, which would 

curb its efforts to 

secure independence

28 July   

Austria–Hungary 

declares war 

on Serbia

30 July   

Russia mobilises

its troops to support

its ally Bosnia

1 August   

Germany 

declares 

war on 

Russia

3 August   

Germany declares

war on France and

invades Belgium

4 August   

Britain declares

war on Germany

in support of 

its ally France

6 August   

Austria–Hungary 

declares war 

on Russia

28 June   

Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand 

assassinated
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SOURCE 4 An extract from a timeline that provides some illustrative material to accompany
descriptive text labels
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1 000 000 BC Fire was one

of the first tools used by

ancestors of modern

humans, perhaps as early as

1.4 million years ago.

PREHISTORY (Before 3000 BC)

SOURCE 5 An example of a horizontal timeline that uses coloured bars to compare significant events in different
places at the same point in time
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League of
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SOURCE 6 An example of a timeline that uses a drawing of an object related to
the subject or theme of the timeline

1969 — Neil Armstrong is 

first person on the moon.
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1968 — First crewed lunar

flight is made by Apollo 8 with 

Frank Borman, James Lovell

and William Anders on board. 

1965 — 18 March. Alexei

Leonov makes first

Spacewalk from voskhod 2.

1963 — 16 June. First woman

in space is Soviet cosmonaut

Valentina Tereshkova.

1961 — 12 April. Yuri

Gagarin is first man in

Space aboard Vostok 1.

1957 — 4 Oct. USSR

launches Sputnik 1, the first 

artificial earth satellite.

1965 — 3 June. Ed White is

first American to spacewalk

from Gemini 4.

1962 — 20 Feb. First American

in orbit is John Glenn aboard

Frienship 7.

1961 — 5 May. Alan Shepard

is first American astronaut to

make sub–orbital flight.

SPACE RACE

1.5.2 Show me
How to create a timeline
Timelines can cover very short or very long periods of time.• They can focus on just a few months or years.• They can focus on big, sweeping changes over thousands of years.• In most cases, they are divided up into equal blocks of time, such as decades or centuries. This is not

essential but it helps us to see not only the order of events but how close or how far apart they were.• A break in the timeline (using a zigzag line, for instance) can show a long span of time between one
date and the next.• To make equal blocks of time you need to use a scale — for example, 1 centimetre = 10 years.• Timelines can be horizontal (across the page) with the earliest dates on the left and later dates to
the right.• Alternatively they can be vertical (down the page), in which case the dates usually run from the earliest
at the top to the latest at the bottom.• Often we have only approximate dates for events in ancient history. In those cases, we put ‘c.’ in front
of the date. It stands for circa, which is Latin for ‘around’ or ‘about’.
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Model

SOURCE 7 Timeline of the rise and fall of kingdoms
and empires in Egypt and Mesopotamia between
3000 BCE and 1000 BCE

BCE
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1400

1300

1200

4000

3000

2900

2800

1100

c. 3100

Egypt is united.c. 3000

The first cities are

built in Sumer.

c. 2686

Egyptian Old

Kingdom begins.

c. 2400

Akkad conquers Sumer. 

c. 2200

Akkadian Empire falls.

Ur dominates Sumer.

c. 2181

Egyptian Old

Kingdom ends.

c. 2040

Egypt is reunited

under the

Middle Kingdom.

c. 2000

Elamites (from Iran)

conquer Sumer.

c. 1800

Babylonian Empire

is founded.

c. 1786

Egyptian Middle

Kingdom ends.

c. 1595

Hittites invade

Mesopotamia and

destroy Babylon.

c.1570

Egyptian New Kingdom

is founded.

c.1070

Egyptian New

Kingdom ends.
CE

Step 1
Study the SOURCE 7 timeline. Look at the way this
timeline has been constructed.• It is a vertical timeline.• It has been divided into centuries.• A scale of 1 centimetre = 1 century has been

used.

Step 2
Mark events alongside the appropriate time period
of the timeline — use pointers to indicate the
exact location on the timeline where the event
belongs.

Step 3
Make sure your completed timeline has a clear
title.

The title should state:• the time period covered• the subject or theme• the beginning and end dates.
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1.5.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

1.5 ACTIVITIES
1. Construct a timeline of Making of the Modern World and the Modern World Between 1750 and 1918.

• Use a vertical or horizontal timeline.
• Decide what scale you will use.
Key events for your timeline:
1765 The American Revolution begins.
1769 James Watt invents a steam engine capable of providing continuous power.
1783 The Treaty of Paris was signed, formally ending the American Revolution.
1788 The First Fleet arrives in Botany Bay.
1789 The French Revolution begins.
1793 Eli Whitney invents the cotton gin.
1799 Napoleon Bonaparte stages a coup d’état, marking the end of the French Revolution.
1830 Stephenson’s Rocket hauls the first train on the Manchester-to-Liverpool railway line.
1833 The Slavery Abolition Act abolishes slavery throughout the British Empire.
1834 The Poor Law Amendment Act forces the poor to live in workhouses.
1838 The First Opium War begins.
1851 Gold is discovered in the newly named Colony of Victoria.
1861 The American Civil War begins.
1863 President Abraham Lincoln signs the Emancipation Proclamation, officially freeing the slaves
in the United States.
1865 The American Civil War ends.
1874 British Parliament passes the Factory Act, setting maximum allowable working hours per
week for all workers.
1876 Alexander Graham Bell patents the first telephone.
1882 Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy form the Triple Alliance.
1894 First Sino-Japanese War begins.
1901 Australia celebrates Federation.
1907 Britain, France and Russia form the Triple Entente.
1914 Britain declares war on Germany.
1915 The Anzacs land at Gallipoli on the morning of 25 April.
1918 The Armistice, signed on 11 November, ends the fighting in World War I.
Your timeline will help you to analyse and compare events. For example, you could use it to answer
questions such as:
• When did the American Civil War begin and end?
• When did World War I begin and end?

2. Apply your skills to answer the following questions.
(a) What time span does your timeline cover (i.e. how many years in total are covered by your timeline)?
(b) How many years elapsed between the start and the end of the French Revolution?
(c) Which came first — the American Revolution or the French Revolution? What period of time separated

the two historical events?
(d) Identify three significant events during the period of time illustrated on the timeline for:

i. Britain
ii. Australia.

(e) What event of significance for Britain occurred during the period of the American Revolution?
(f) What was the consequence of Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy forming the Triple Alliance, then

Britain, France and Russia forming the Triple Entente? (Hint: Look for an event that happened after the
formation of these alliances.)
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