
4.13 Review
4.13.1 Key knowledge: summary
4.2 Examining the evidence• The period 1750–1900 provides a wide range of sources for historians studying the movement of

people at that time.• The sea lanes were the superhighways of the day.• Ships had detailed logs of their journeys as well as generally accurate manifestos of all their
passengers and crew.• As rates of literacy increased, more and more people kept journals and diaries recording their
experiences.• The development of photography provided a completely new way of recording events and
subsequently a new type of historical source for us to investigate.

4.3 Overview of slavery• Slavery in one form or another has existed for thousands of years.• As Europeans established colonies in the Americas, thousands of the Native American population
were put to work.• The slave trade spread in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries to become an intercontinental trade
with the transportation of slaves from Africa.• Slaves were put to work on the British plantations of sugar, cotton and tobacco.• For 200 years slavery was seen as an integral part of the North American economy.

4.4 Slavery and the cotton trade• The slave trade in North America continued long after the United States gained independence from
Great Britain in 1776.• It is particularly associated with the cotton industry in the southern states.• Only around one quarter of southern farmers actually owned slaves.• Conditions for slaves on the cotton fields were generally tough, with harsh punishments for any
wrongdoing.

4.5 The end of slavery?• Slavery was defended by some as a way to introduce Christianity and civilisation to otherwise
‘backward’ people.• Others saw it as an essential part of a nation’s economy.• Others, known as ‘reformers’, called passionately for its abolition.• In England, the Mansfield Judgement of 1772 declared slavery to be illegal in England and Wales.• Whilst not a complete abolition, the judgement was an important step on the way to abolishing
slavery elsewhere.• In the United States stories like those of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin highlighted the
plight of slaves and drew increased calls for abolition.• In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, officially freeing the
slaves in the United States.• Life for many, if not most, freed slaves remained harsh for many years to come.

4.6 Crime and punishment• The Industrial Revolution had a significant impact on Great Britain.• As new industries replaced existing ones, many people could not adapt quickly enough and found
themselves without work or land.• Increased unemployment led to increases in crime.• Harsher punishments for petty crimes did little to deter would-be criminals.• During the eighteenth century prisons grew overcrowded.

Pdf_Folio:42

Jacaranda Humanities Alive 9 Victorian Curriculum, Topic 4

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



• After the United States gained independence from Great Britain, transporting criminals to the
plantations for labour was no longer an option.• The British government needed to find a long-term solution.

4.7 Transportation to Australia• England’s overcrowded prisons presented the British government with a serious challenge.• The United States, now independent, no longer accepted convicts and new prisons were expensive
to build.• The solution was found in the land that Captain James Cook had explored in 1770, now to be called
‘New South Wales’.• A fleet of eleven ships sailed from England in 1787 and after a voyage of nearly nine months
established a European colony at Sydney Cove, New South Wales, in January 1788.• The first years presented challenges to ensure the colony’s survival but by the end of the eighteenth
century the colony was well established.

4.8 Convict life• Convicts who were skilled labourers sometimes used those skills in building the new colony.• Convicts who reoffended while serving their sentence were sent to places of ‘secondary punishment’.• The most famous was Norfolk Island, known for its brutal physical punishment.• Port Arthur was equally notorious for its psychological cruelty.• Over the 80-year period in which convicts were sent to the Australian colonies, approximately 160 000
were transported.

4.9 Emigration to Australia• Push and pull factors are the factors that influence people’s decision to migrate.• Push factors are the reasons why they would want or need to leave a particular place (e.g. war, famine,
or lack of employment).• Pull factors are the reasons why they might choose a particular destination (e.g. opportunity, climate,
or pre-arranged employment).• To help establish the Australian colonies, the British government often encouraged emigration.• Those who accepted would be helped financially to make the journey in return for working in
pre-arranged employment.• Others, like the Henty family, funded their own journey, which gave them more freedom to choose
their location and employment, but less security in knowing what lay ahead for them in Australia.

4.10 Migration to the goldfields• After gold was discovered in New South Wales and Victoria in 1851, migration to Australia increased
rapidly.• Victoria’s population grew from a little over 10 000 in 1840 to more than half a million only
20 years later.• The gold rushes were not limited to people of British or European origin.• From 1853 a large number of migrants from China arrived on the goldfields.• The vastly different cultures meant that tension often occurred between the Chinese and European
diggers.• The Victorian government tried to limit Chinese immigration by introducing an ‘arrival tax’ to be paid
before disembarking from a ship in Victoria.
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4.13.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

4.13 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
Insert hook question from overview

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Movement of peoples crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
abolition the end of legal acceptance of slavery
commuted to change a penalty to one less severe
egalitarianism equality of all people
hulks the body of an old ship that serves as a prison rather than a sailing vessel
intercontinental involving or occurring between two or more continents
Malefactors a person who does bad or illegal things
New Spain Spanish territories in the New World, including much of North America
Roaring Forties strong winds of the southern ocean that blow in an easterly direction. Called the ‘Roaring Forties’

because they are found around the latitude of 40 degrees south of the Equator.
transportation a sentence of banishment from England for certain crimes, to be served in an overseas colony
treadwheel a punishment device, also called the ‘everlasting staircase’, comprising a large, iron-framed, hollow

cylinder with wooden steps. As the device rotated slaves were forced to keep stepping forward.
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