
5.15 Review
5.15.1 Key knowledge summary
5.2 Examining the evidence• Colonisers have produced most of the written sources, which means the European perspective of race

relations is the one that dominates.• One of the challenges for historians is to discover the many Aboriginal perspectives that might exist
but are more difficult to find.• An alternative is to look again at the records that do exist and try to understand what they suggest
about what Aboriginal people might have thought or valued.• This is still one of the areas of Australian history open to further research and understanding.

5.3 Two civilisations meet• The First Fleet arrived in 1788, with Governor Phillip intent on taking possession of the east coast of
Australia, in the mistaken belief that it was available and free for the taking.• Phillip planned to give the Aboriginal peoples the ‘gift’ of European civilisation, but the newly arrived
Europeans were ignorant of Aboriginal society, its values and customs.• Almost immediately there was resistance and conflict; however, it was the impact of European diseases
that caused the worst death toll.• Violent resistance from Aboriginal peoples was punished severely by troops and police. The frontier
became a place of fear and anxiety.

5.4 Resistance• Individual Aboriginal leaders emerged to defend their country.• Pemulwuy and Yagan are two of these celebrated and respected warriors, though there were many
more.• As European settlements grew, resistance was crushed and Aboriginal communities faced starvation
and dispossession.• Often what remained of Aboriginal communities moved towards the towns to exist on the towns’
charity.

5.5 Tragedy in Van Diemen’s Land• Tasmania was the scene of perhaps the most sustained conflict in the 1820s. Leaders of both sides
waged war for six years.• The colonial government drove Aborigines away from settled areas and Aborigines terrorised settlers
on their isolated homesteads, spearing their stock and robbing their houses.• Settlers and police hunted Aboriginal groups before George Augustus Robinson negotiated a peace
that involved moving many of the Tasmanian Aborigines to Flinders Island.• There has been disagreement among historians about the extent of the war and the numbers of
casualties on each side.

5.6 1835: Conquest — the great land rush to Port Phillip• In 1835 a group of Tasmanian businessmen, looking to expand their wealth and property, explored the
northern area of Port Phillip Bay and founded an illegal settlement.• One of them, John Batman, negotiated a treaty with some of the leaders of the Kulin nation in
exchange for a ‘purchase’ of land.• The NSW governor Richard Bourke declared the treaty invalid and asserted that all land belonged to
the Crown.• Anyone looking to buy land would have to negotiate with the government.• However, the governor did approve the occupation of Port Phillip, which he named Melbourne. This
set off a massive land rush across Australia.
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• In 1851, the area became the Colony of Victoria with a population of 77 000 people and more than five
million sheep. The enormous number of sheep caused the transformation of the natural environment
and the world of the Aboriginal peoples.

5.7 Violence on the frontier• As Europeans occupied more and more land, driving their flocks and herds across Australia, they
encountered widespread violent resistance from Aboriginal peoples defending their traditional lands.• This resistance was usually met with massive reprisal from either police and troops or groups of
individual colonists.• Significant and documented massacres occurred at Waterloo Creek and Myall Creek in New South
Wales, and Warrigal Creek in Victoria. Much of the violence was unrecorded.

5.8 Reserves, missions and responses• Colonial governments often attempted to ‘protect’ Aboriginal peoples and ‘civilise’ them.• Schools, missions and reserves were established, but with little understanding of Aboriginal peoples,
insufficient resources and an attitude of the superiority of British culture, they were often unsuccessful.• Many younger Aboriginal males were drawn to the power, status and authority offered by the Native
Police Forces.• Responses to European society varied amongst Aboriginal peoples.• Some willingly entered the European world; others negotiated their way through both worlds.

5.9 A long, forgotten war• While most people in Australia lived in the major cities, towards the end of the nineteenth century the
frontier war between Europeans and Aboriginal peoples continued in the northern half of Australia.• The 1880s were possibly the most violent decade, as modern weapons and an acceptance of the
violence produced a terrible toll.• Across the Kimberley, in northern Queensland and in the Northern Territory there were many conflicts.• Colonial governments attempted to force Aboriginal people onto reserves and began removing
children from their families, arguing that Aboriginal society was dying out and that they needed to be
taught European culture to secure their future.• After federation in 1901, Aboriginal peoples’ right to vote was taken away from them during the
following two decades.

5.10 The Torres Strait Islanders• European society and economy spread across the Torres Strait Islands.• Soon after a pearl rush in 1870, the London Missionary Society followed, introducing Christianity to
the Torres Strait Islanders.• Islanders adapted Christianity to incorporate local ritual and belief and saw it as a fulfilment of
existing religious beliefs.• After the Queensland government claimed ownership of the islands in 1879, it set out to regulate and
control the lives of the Islanders.• This made them subject to the same discrimination and prejudice that had been imposed on
Queensland’s Aboriginal peoples.

5.11 A celestial presence: the Chinese in Australia• Soon after gold was discovered in Victoria in 1851, thousands of Chinese migrants arrived to join in
the pursuit for riches.• As a large, distinctive national group, the Chinese faced discrimination and prejudice.• The Victorian government imposed extra taxes and sought to regulate the lives of the Chinese migrants
through a protectorate system.• Significant race riots directed at the Chinese occurred at Buckland River in 1857 and at Lambing Flat
in 1861.• Many Chinese also suffered a great deal on a personal level. Regardless, many remained after the gold
rushes to become important members of their communities.
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5.13 The ideal of ‘White Australia’• In the late nineteenth century, there was continued discussion of what it meant to be Australian.• The idea of a ‘White Australia’ became commonly accepted. It was based on traditional pride in being
British, but also on the fear of the rush of migrants from Asia.• Australians enthusiastically supported Britain in various empire wars.• There was also concern about non-European elements of Australian society, particularly the presence
of Pacific Islanders in northern Queensland.• As Australia became a nation at Federation in 1901, one of the priorities became the removal of
non-white people from Australian society.
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5.15.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

5.15 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
Insert hook question from overview

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Australia crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
annexed to take possession of a territory
Bill a proposal to change the law by Act of Parliament
convicts a person imprisoned for a crime
incontrovertible certain, undeniable
kinship relationships between members of an extended family
pastoral leases land that is leased for the purpose of grazing sheep or cattle
penal colony a settlement for convicts
remuneration pay or reward such as wages
tucker traditional Australian slang term for food
vices immoral habits
virtues admirable moral qualities, goodness
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