
11.12 Review
11.12.1 Key knowledge summary
11.2 What does the world eat?• Staple foods are those that are eaten regularly and in such quantities that they constitute a dominant

portion of a diet.• Staple food production is interconnected with climate, environment, culture and traditions.• Most staple foods are cereals, such as wheat, barley, rye, oats, maize (corn) and rice; or root
vegetables, such as potatoes, yams, taro and cassava.• Other staple foods include legumes, such as soya beans and sago; fruits, such as breadfruit and
plantains (a type of banana); and fish.

11.3 How can we feed the world?• The ongoing provision of food for an ever-increasing world population requires new thinking in
sustainable food production.• The three main factors that have affected recent increases in world crop food production are increased
cropland and rangeland area, increased yield per unit area and greater cropping intensity.• Agricultural innovations have changed and increased global food production.• The Green Revolution was a result of the development and planting of new hybrids of rice and wheat,
combined with expanded irrigation and use of fertilisers, which led to greatly increased yields.

11.4 Modifying biomes for agriculture• Rapid global population growth has an impact on food production and the consequent modification of
biomes.• Modifications to climate include the use of irrigation and greenhouses.• Soils can be modified through the use of fertilisers.• Landscapes can be modified through measures such as flattening, terracing or draining. Land
reclamation involves creating new land from seas, rivers or lakes.

11.5 Food production in Australia• Climate and distance to markets are major factors in the control of all forms of agriculture in Australia.• Types of farming in Australia include: extensive farming of sheep or cattle, extensive cereal crop
farming, intensive farming such as dairy, horticulture and market garden cropping.

11.7 Indigenous Australians’ food security over time• Pre-European Indigenous food security was based on a profound knowledge of the land and water
resources and a sustainable approach to sourcing the essentials for living.• Changes brought by Europeans in the occupation of Australia resulted in many traditional sources of
food no longer being available to Indigenous peoples.• Recent changes in Native Title and government food security schemes have offered opportunities for
Indigenous communities to reconnect to the land and/or achieve better access to quality foods.

11.8 Rice — an important food crop• Rice is a staple food crop for more than half the world’s population.• The world’s top ten rice-producing countries are located in Asia, where environmental conditions are
favourable.• Rice production has increased significantly due to technological advances.• Rice production in the Australian Riverina relies on irrigation and thus has environmental impacts on
the water resources of the Murray-Darling Basin.

11.9 Cacao — a vital cash crop• Although cacao does not ‘feed the world’, it is an essential cash crop, connected to the livelihoods of
40–50 million people worldwide, providing them with income to purchase or cultivate crops for food.
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• Most cacao is grown in a narrow belt between 10 degrees north and 10 degrees south of the equator.• Consumer demand for chocolate is on the rise, but the cacao tree is under threat from pests, fungal
infections, climate change, and farmers’ lack of access to fertilisers and other products that enhance
yields.

11.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

11.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:<content to come>
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has

your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

Resources

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Feeding the world crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
agribusiness business set up to support, process and distribute agricultural products
agroforestry the use of trees and shrubs on farms for profit or conservation; the management of trees for forest
products
arable describes land that can be used for growing crops
biofuel fuel that comes from renewable sources
cash crop a crop grown to be sold so that a profit can be made, as opposed to a subsistence crop, which is for
the farmer’s own consumption
crop rotation a procedure that involves the rotation of crops, so that no bed or plot sees the same crop in
successive seasons
extensive farm farm that extends over a large area and requires only small inputs of labour, capital, fertiliser and
pesticides
Green Revolution a significant increase in agricultural productivity resulting from the introduction of high-yield
varieties of grains, the use of pesticides and improved management
horticulture the practice of growing fruit and vegetables
hybrid plant or animal bred from two or more different species, sub-species, breeds or varieties, usually to attain
the best features of the different stocks
income diversity income that comes from many sources
innovation new and original improvement to something, such as a piece of technology or a variety of plant or
seed
intensive farm farm that requires a lot of inputs, such as labour, capital, fertiliser and pesticides
mallee vegetation areas characterised by small, multi-trunked eucalypts found in the semi-arid areas of southern
Australia
monoculture the cultivation of a single crop on a farm or in a region or country
per capita per person (literally ‘by head’)
sustainable describes the use by people of the Earth’s environmental resources at a rate such that the capacity
for renewal is ensured
undulating describes an area with gentle hills
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